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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS
(60 points)

Read the article below and then answer questions 1-7.
FOOD WASTE: A GLOBAL PROBLEM

Supermarkets in Europe and the US believe they know what their customers
want: fruit and vegetables that not only taste good but look good, too. That's
why they insist that farmers supply them only with straight carrots, uniformly
sized tomatoes, and perfectly shaped strawberries. Unfortunately, some 20%
5 of all crops do not meet these standards and aren't sent to the stores. "That's
not just a waste of food," says Dr. Anna van Holten from the European Office
of Agriculture, "it's a tremendous waste of money and natural resources. Just

think of all the water, fertilizers, and pesticides that go into growing these

crops."

10 In recent years, the issue of food waste has begun receiving international
attention. In 2013, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations published a comprehensive report, listing the kinds and
quantities of food that are wasted in different parts of the world. "It was
shocking to read that 30% of the food produced worldwide never reaches

15 consumers, or is thrown out after having been bought," says Dr. van Holten.
"It's as if a third of the world's farmlands are being cultivated for no good
reason." She also refers to another, often overlooked, aspect of food waste
covered in the report — its environmental impact. "There's the added pollution
caused by trucks transporting food that isn't even consumed," she says. "Even

20 worse, food rotting in garbage dumps releases methane, a gas that plays a

major role in global warming. And those are just two examples."

According to the report, waste occurs throughout the food supply chain, from
farmer to consumer. The problems begin with the modern methods of farming.
Since nowadays harvesting is done mainly by machine rather than by hand,
25  substantial quantities of crops are left hanging on trees or standing at the edges
of fields. The supermarkets, too, bear a heavy responsibility, not only because
of the demands they put on their suppliers, but also because of their packaging
practices. Fruit and vegetables are often sold in bags of two or five kilograms,
forcing customers to buy more than they can use. Furthermore, large amounts

30 of uneaten food are thrown away by nearly every home, restaurant, and hospital

around the world. /3 Ty qwnn/
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