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ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (100 points)
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Read the report below and then answer questions 1-10.
IN THE DARK
by Jennifer Hanson
An unusual restaurant called "In the Dark" opened in London recently. In this restaurant
the customers eat in total darkness. They are even required to put their cellular phones
and watches in a locker because they both give off light. The owner of the restaurant,
Ron Sommers, said one of his goals was to give people a chance to experience what it is
5

like to be blind. He also hoped to provide a place for blind people to relax and have fun.
People eating at the restaurant are served by blind waiters. "These waiters have the best
qualifications for the job," says Ron Sommers. "They feel secure in the dark, so they act
as guides for the customers who can see." For their own safety, all the customers are
only allowed to move around the restaurant with the help of a waiter.

10

Anne Fione, a blind woman, likes to come to the restaurant with her husband Jim, who is
not blind. "It has helped him realize the difficulties I face every day," she says. "It is also
the only restaurant where I don't feel dependent on other people." Anne likes to order the
"Mystery Meal" for both Jim and herself. This meal is a mystery because people have to
guess what food they have on their plates. Anne always manages to guess what she's

15

eating, but Jim often guesses wrong. "When I can't see the food, it doesn't taste the
same," says Jim. "I also need Anne to get the food on my fork. Since we started coming
here, I have learned what it feels like to depend on other people."
Robert Clark, another blind customer, is glad that the restaurant was opened. He says
that dining there has helped strengthen his self-image, since in darkness he functions

20

better than a person who can see. However, some blind people think that the restaurant's
owner takes advantage of their disability and that it is just a way of making money.
Regardless of your opinion about the restaurant, "In the Dark" is definitely worth a visit.
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Answer questions 1-10 in English according to the report and the instructions.
1.

CIRCLE THE NUMBER OF THE CORRECT ANSWER.

According to lines 1-5, Ron Sommers wants to help blind people (Ñ).
i)
ii)

find work
meet other people

iii)

enjoy themselves
(7 points)

2.

Why are blind people qualified to work as waiters in the restaurant? (lines 6-9)
ANSWER: ..............................................................................................................................

.................................................... .
3.

(8 points)

What TWO rules do the restaurant's customers have to follow, and what are the reasons
for these rules?
FILL IN THE MISSING INFORMATION IN THE TABLE BELOW ACCORDING TO
LINES 1-9.

Rule

Reason

(i)

(i)

(ii) Customers can only move around with
the help of a waiter.

(ii)

(3×6=18 points)
4.

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 10-17)
According to Anne, eating at the restaurant has made Jim understand ..................................
................................................................................................................................................ .
(6 points)

5.

The "Mystery Meal" does not remain a mystery for Anne after she tastes the food.
Copy the words in lines 10-17 that show this.
ANSWER: ............................................................................................................................................

(8 points)
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PUT AN X BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS. (lines 10-17)
What difficulties does Jim have in the restaurant?
........ i)

He needs a waiter's help to choose his food.

........ ii)

It is hard for him to eat without help.

........ iii)

He can't use his cellular phone.

........ iv)

He doesn't always know what he is eating.

........ v)

He has to help Anne eat her food.
(2×8=16 points)

7.

In line 17 Jim says: "... I have learned what it feels like to depend on other people." His
words show that ONE of Sommers' goals has been achieved. What is this goal?
(lines 1-5).
ANSWER: ...........................................................................................................................................
...................................................................... .

(10 points)
8.

CIRCLE THE NUMBER OF THE CORRECT ANSWER.

Both Anne Fione and Robert Clark say they like the restaurant because they (Ñ).
i)

feel good about themselves when they are there

ii)

can walk around without a waiter's help

iii) always know what food they are eating
(8 points)
9.

Why do some blind people disapprove of the restaurant? (lines 18-22)
ANSWER: ......................................................................................................................................... .

(9 points)
10. i)

CIRCLE THE CORRECT ANSWER: YES or NO. (lines 18-22)

Does the writer recommend this restaurant?

YES / NO
(4 point)

ii) Copy the words that justify your answer.
ANSWER: ...................................................................................................................... .

(6 points)
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