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Read the passage below and then answer questions 1-11.
CAN YOU HEAR ME?
by Dessi Bell
A city is a noisy place. People who live in a noisy place think that they are used to
noise, but Dr. Charles Lee of Central Hospital in New York says this is not true. "People
don't really adapt to noise," he says. "My research about the dangers of city noise shows
that living in a noisy environment can cause stress. It also shows that noise causes
5

people to get angry more often than people who live in quiet environments."
Dr. Lee was therefore pleased to hear that the mayor of New York is trying to make his
city a quieter place by suggesting a new law. This law will limit the noise level and will
be enforced in public places like shopping malls and supermarkets. The law will also
put limits on how loud people can play music in their homes.

10

What does "loud" mean? Sound is measured in units called decibels. The World Health
Organization recommends a limit of 55 decibels during the day and 45 at night. A car
alarm, for example, makes a noise of up to 125 decibels! Are policemen in New York
going to walk around with machines that measure decibels? That isn't as strange as it
sounds. In England, there are special police teams called "noise patrols". These policemen

15

don't actually measure decibel levels. However, if they decide that people are making
too much noise, they can give them a fine. In some cities in England, the "noise patrols"
even give fines to people for using their washing machines after midnight.

20

The mayor of New York says that the people of his city deserve the same peace and
quiet as people in England. But not everyone in New York is happy about the mayor's
plans. Frank Kramer, a New York taxi driver, is against the new law. "People who live
in the city want some action," he says. "Noise is just part of the excitement of city life!"
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Answer questions 1-11 in English according to the passage and the instructions.
1.

What effect does noise have on people? Write ONE effect. (lines 1-5)
ANSWER: ...............................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................... .
(10 points)

2.

What has the mayor of New York done to help fight noise? (lines 6-9)
ANSWER: ............................................................................................................................. .
(10 points)

3.

a)

CIRCLE THE CORRECT ANSWER YES or NO. (lines 6-9)
Is Dr. Lee against the mayor's plan?

b)

YES / NO

Copy the words that justify your answer.

ANSWER: .............................................................................................................................. .
(10 points)
4.

CIRCLE THE NUMBER OF THE CORRECT ANSWER.

Shopping malls and supermarkets are examples of places where the noise level will (Ñ ).
(lines 6-9)
i)

be made higher

ii)

be limited

iii)

not be changed
(8 points)

5.

How is sound measured? (lines 10-17)
ANSWER: ............................................................................................................................ .
(6 points)

6.

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (lines 10-17)

A car alarm is an example of a noise that is .......................................................... the limit
recommended by the World Health Organization.
(10 points)
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IN QUESTIONS 7 AND 8 CIRCLE THE NUMBER OF THE CORRECT ANSWER.

7.

What do the policemen on the "noise patrols" do? They (Ñ). (lines 10-17)
i)

measure the noise level in the city

ii) punish people who make too much noise
iii) turn off washing machines
(8 points)
8.

England is mentioned in lines 14 -17 as an example of a country where (Ñ ).
i)

the noise level is limited

ii) people are used to noise
iii) the cities are very noisy
(10 points)
9.

(a) Who does not agree with the mayor of New York? (lines 18-21)
ANSWER: ....................................................................................................................... .
(b) Why does he disagree with the mayor?
ANSWER: .........................................................................................................................
........................................................................................ .
(10 points)

IN QUESTIONS 10 AND 11 CIRCLE THE NUMBER OF THE CORRECT ANSWER.

10. What is the main subject of this article?
i)

Noise control.

ii) Research about noise.
iii) Noise in public places.
(10 points)
11. Where would you find this article? In a magazine about (Ñ ).
i)

places to travel

ii) scientific discoveries
iii) the environment
(8 points)
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