114

The Strangest Thing
Happened to Me

Domain:

Written presentation

Benchmark:
Produce a short piece of coherent writing that conveys personal experiences

Description:

In this task, pupils are asked to write a short passage about a strange, unusual, or
funny thing that happened to them. The passages are to be collected in a book,
which will then be sold to raise funds for the English library.

Rationale for choice of topic:

Telling stories with strange or amusing elements is a familiar and engaging
gateway to the use of English.

Suggestions for implementation (prior to and/or during):

Have a class discussion about what makes a story strange or funny. You may
want to have pupils read stories with surprise endings or comic elements. Ask
pupils to relate strange, unusual, and funny stories. Practice telling stories in first
person, either in writing or orally. Explain the difference between a story told in
first person and a story told by a narrator. During implementation, encourage
pupils to develop their stories as much as possible.

Note: It is very important to teach pupils how to use a checklist before they are
given this performance task.

Suggested time allotment:
One lesson

Prerequisites:

¢+ Knowledge of the past tense



The Strangest Thing
Happened to Me

Points Part Qne Part Two
Planning* Performance
Wrote 5 or more sentences
Included all of the required elements (items 3-4 in
the checklist)
¢ Filledin ¢ Writing is well organized
5 the chart ¢ Content corresponds to Part One
appropriately ¢ Vocabulary is varied
¢ Skillful use of basic language (spelling; word
order; singular/plural forms; verb forms,
capitalization; punctuation)
4
¢ Wrote 3 sentences
¢ Included some of the required elements (items 3-4
in the checklist
¢+ Filled in some ¢ Writing is fairly organized
3 of the chart ¢ Content corresponds partially to Part One
appropriately ¢ Vocabulary is basic
¢ Adequate use of basic language (spelling;
word order; singular/plural forms; verb forms,
capitalization; punctuation)
2
Wrote 1 sentence
Included few of the required elements (items 3-4
in the checklist)
¢ Filled in little ¢ Writing is not well organized
1 of the chart ¢ Content does not correspond to Part One
appropriately ¢ Vocabulary is limited
.

Limited use of basic language (spelling;
word order; singular/plural forms; verb forms,
capitalization; punctuation)

* Do not take off points for spelling and grammar in Part One.
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The Strangest Thing
Happened to Me
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