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Ask Lucy

Domains:
Access to information from written texts

Written presentation

Benchmarks:

Understand the general meaning, main ideas, and sequence of events in a text
and use this knowledge as needed

Produce a short piece of coherent writing that conveys personal experiences

Description:

In this task, pupils read a letter published in the advice column of a youth
magazine and then respond to it. In the first part of the task, pupils answer
questions about the letter in order to demonstrate reading comprehension. In the
second part, each pupil is asked to identify the problem presented in the letter and
write his or her own response.

Rationale for choice of topic:

The task presents pupils with a situation they are likely to have encountered
themselves: pupils in elementary school are often assigned projects in which
they have to work in pairs or small groups. The task also addresses the issue of
conflict resolution. Children often find it difficult to deal with conflicts and let their
friends know how they feel. The task gives pupils an opportunity to consider these
issues and contemplate ways of resolving them.

Suggestions for implementation (prior to and/or during):

Have a general class discussion about collaborative school projects. Ask pupils
what expectations they have of partners in such projects. Discuss how they can
deal with situations in which those expectations are not met. Have the pupils talk
about group assignments they have completed in the past and about the division
of labor. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of working with a close
friend.

Please do not translate the letter that is contained in the task itself (either before or
during implementation).

Note: It is very important to teach pupils how to use a checklist before they are
given this performance task.

Suggested time allotment:
One lesson
Prerequisites:

+ Familiarity with letter form
+ Familiarity with the vocabulary of emotions (anger, sadness, frustration, etc.)
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Comprehension
+ Identified problem correctly
¢+ Letter suggests a solution to the problem
+ Wrote at least three sentences
¢+ Answered all of | # Letter includes greeting and closing
5 the questions ¢ Writing is well organized
correctly + \Vocabulary is varied
+ Skillful use of basic language (spelling; word order;
singular/plural forms; verb forms; capitalization;
punctuation)
4
+ Identified problem partially
+ Letter addresses the problem to some extent
+ Wrote two sentences
¢+ Answered . : , .
¢+ Letter includes either greeting or closing
3 some of the o Writing is fairl :
questions gis allry organlzed
correctly + Vocabulary is basic
¢+ Adequate use of basic language (spelling;
word order; singular/plural forms; verb forms;
capitalization; punctuation)
2

+ Answered
few of the
questions
correctly
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Did not identify problem correctly

Letter does not address the problem

Wrote one sentence

Letter includes neither greeting nor closing

Writing is not well organized

Vocabulary is limited

Limited use of basic language (spelling; word order;
singular/plural forms; verb forms; capitalization;
punctuation)

* Do not take off points for spelling and grammar in Part One.
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Question 2
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