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Possible
No. ) . .
) Relevant Possible Text Length of | Possible Item | Categories of
Domain of Language )
Benchmarks Types Texts Types Comprehension
Tasks .
Questions*
Access to e understand 2 advertisement | e Sentence Level One e filling in a e Literal
Information the general Structure: approximately chart/table e Integration
announcement

from meaning, simple 60 — 80 e matching
Spoken main idea conversation sentences seconds e multiple-
Texts and sequence message and some choice

of events compound Level Two e open-ended

] news report . ) )
25% in a text sentences approximately (including

and use this oral 80 — 100 wh-

) e Vocabulary:

knowledge as presentation high seconds questions

needed story frequency and

dentif d sentence

1dentity weather report words completion)

explicit (familiar and/ P

opinions and

feelings

locate relevant
information

for a specific

purpose

or personal

themes)

e Verbs: limited

number of
tense forms,
such as past
simple,
present
simple, future
simple,
present
progressive,

imperative

e sequencing
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Possible

No.
) Relevant Possible Text Length of Possible Categories of
Domain of Language
Benchmarks o Types Texts Item Types | Comprehension
asks
Questions*
Access to | e understand 3 e advertisement | ® Sentence Level One efillingina | eLiteral
Informa- | general mean- e book blurb Structure: (two texts) chart/table o Integration
tion from | ing, main ideas simple sen- .
. . e matching
. e captions approxi- e Inference
Written and sequence tences and
, S mately 60 e multiple-
Texts of events in a ® comic strip some com-
—100 words | choice
text and use o description pound sen-
this knowledge ) tences e open-ended
60% e diary entry cludi
as needed e Vocabulary: | Level Two (including
e [etter / email h- (i
e identify high fre- (one text) Wirquestons
: d sent
different text o list quency words _ ane sentence
. approxi- completion
types and use e message (familiar and/ P )
mately .
this knowledge or personal ¢ sequencing
enews report
as needed themes) 100 — 140
e note words
e identify ex- e Verbs: lim-
plicit opinions * notice ited number
and feelings e postcard of tense
e |ocate rel- erecipe forms, such
evant informa- as past sim-
e story

tion for a spe-

cific purpose

e timetable /

schedule

ple, present
simple,
future sim-
ple, present
progressive,

imperative
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Relevant No. of Possible Text )
Domain Length of Tasks Assessment Criteria
Benchmarks Tasks Types

Written o describe people, 2 Level One e description Content /Vocabulary

Presentation | places, things and (word / phrase level) | efriendly letter | ®Televance

events o
5 —10 words o list e comprehensibility
15% e produce a short
piece of coher- ® story
ent writing that Level Two Accuracy

e word order

conveys personal approximately 20 — 30

feelings words (approximately ¢ verb forms
four sentences) e spelling

® punctuation
(capitalization and full

stops)

e articles and preposi-

tions
Domain
Social Guidelines to be posted at a later date. See www.anglit.net and/or www.education.gov/rama
Interaction for details.

* Categories of Comprehension

Lower Order Thinking Skills (LOTS)

Literal Comprehension: Literal comprehension refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a
text. Questions that require literal comprehension include items that can be answered directly from the
text at the sentence level. They can be questions that require either copying or rephrasing of information

from the text.

Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)

Integration: Integration refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text but also requires
accessing information from various parts of the text in order to answer a given question. Questions
that require integration include items that require thinking about how ideas or information in the

passage relate to each other as well as to an understanding of its main idea and supporting details.

Inference: Inference refers to an understanding of the implicit meaning of a text. Questions that require
inference include items that involve combining the pupils’ literal understanding of the text with their own
knowledge and experiences in order to produce a response that is not explicitly stated in the text. It also

entails questions that require identification of a specific text type.

10
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Access to Information from Spoken Access to Information from Written Texts Written Presentation Level of | Difficulty
*
Texts Comp. level
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks Estimated
Understand Identify Locate Understand Identify dif- | Identify Locate Pre- Describe Produce a
the gen- explicit relevant the gen- ferent text explicit relevant foundation | people, short piece
eral meaning, | opinions and | information eral meaning, | types and opinions information | level places, of coherent
main ideas feeling for specific main ideas use this and feeling | for specific things and | writing that
and sequence purpose and sequence | knowledge as purpose events conveys
of events of events needed personal
in a text in a text feeling
and use this and use this
knowledge as knowledge as
needed needed
Task 1
1_1 Literal 1
12 Literal 1
1_3 Literal 1
14 Literal 1
1_5 Literal 1
Task 2
211 Literal 1
212 Literal 2
2_1.3 Literal 1
2.1.4 Literal 1
2.2 Inference 3
Task 3
31 Literal 2
32 Literal 1
33 Literal 1
34 Literal 1
3.5 Literal 1

12
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Access to Information from Spoken Access to Information from Written Texts Written Presentation Level of | Difficulty
Texts level*
Comp.
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks Estimated
Understand the | Identify Locate Understand the | Identify dif- [ Identify Locate Pre- Describe | Produce a
general mean- | explicit relevant general mean- | ferent text explicit relevant foundation | people, short piece of
ing, main ideas | opinions and | information ing, main ideas | types and opinions information | level places, coherent writ-
and sequence of | feeling for specific and sequence of | use this and feeling | for specific things and | ing that con-
events in a text purpose events in a text | knowledge as purpose events veys personal
and use this and use this needed feeling
knowledge as knowledge as
needed needed
Task 4
4 1 Literal 2
4 2 Literal 3
4 3 Literal 2
4 4 Literal 2
4.5 Literal 4
4_6 Literal 2
Task 5
5.1 2
5_2ab 2
5_3ab 2
5_AC 2
Task 6
6.1 Literal 2
6_2 Literal 2
6.3 Literal 3
6_4 Integration 2
6_5 Integration 3
6_6 Inference 2
Task 7 N
7 CA 3 [
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* For all questions, if the pupil has not marked/written an answer, mark the “n.a.” (no answer)

box on the Scoring Form.

* For multiple-choice questions (CL), mark the pupil’s answer on the Scoring Form (whether

or not the pupil’s answer is correct).
* For open-ended questions (OP):
1. Give an appropriate score based on the scoring instructions below.
2. Accept any answer that conveys the same meaning as those in the Scoring Key below.

3. Do not deduct for grammar, spelling, or capitalization / punctuation mistakes unless

indicated.

TASK 1: Access to information from spoken texts

Task Item # Item Type Answer Key Coding
Range
1_1 CL 2=(c) 0,2
0 = Other
1.2 CL 2=(e) 0,2
0 = Other
1.3 CL 2=(d) 0,2
0 = Other
1.4 CL 2=(h) 0,2
0 = Other
1.5 CL 2=(f) 0,2
0 = Other
TASK 2: Access to information from spoken texts
Task Item # | Item Type Answer Key Coding
Range
2_1_1 CL 2=(f) 0,3
0 = Other
2. 1.2 CL 2=(b) 0,3
0 = Other
2.1.3 CL 2=(d) 0,3
0 = Other
214 CL 2 =(c) 0,3
0 = Other
2.2 CL 3 = My Favorite Animal 0,3
0 = Other
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TASK 3: Access to information from written texts

Task Item # | Item Type Answer Key Coding
Range
31 CL 3=(e) 0,3
0 = Other
3.2 CL 3=(a) 0,3
0 = Other
33 CL 3=(h) 0,3
0 = Other
3.4 CL 3=(F) 0,3
0 = Other
3.5 CL 3=(d) 0,3
0 = Other
TASK 4: Access to information from written texts
Task Item # | Item Type Answer Key Coding
Range
4 1 OP 4 = See the baby elephant; Ride on a camel; 0,24
Play with the rabbits; See the animals eat (at
2 o’clock); Come to the new monkey house;
Eat ice cream (in the park)
2 = Ride; Play; Eat
0 = Other
4.2 OP 4 = (the) baby elephant; (the) monkey house 0,4
0 = Other
4 3 OP 4 = (at) 14:00/ 2 o’clock / 2 / two 0,4
0 = Other
4 4 OP 4 =ice cream 0,4
0 = Other
45 OP 4=9:00/9 0’clock /9 /nine 0,4
0 = Other
4 6 OP 3 = Children’s Day; the best day; lots of fun (for 0,3
girls and boys)
0 = Other
TASK 5: Presentation
Task Item # Item Answer Key Scoring
Type Range
5_CA Communicative Ability 0)y See instructions below 0-5

Sco
1=
0=

re each item (answer) as follows:

Answer (word / phrase) is comprehensible, relevant and appropriate
Answer (word / phrase) is incomprehensible, irrelevant and/or
inappropriate.

Only copies instructions.

Does not write in English.

No answer.
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Task Item # Item Answer Key Scoring
Type Range
51 OP 1 = Any date that includes day (optional), 0-1
month, number, year (optional) (e.g. November
28, 2007, or 28/11/07)
0 = just a number (e.g. 10) OR just a month (e.g.
November)
5_2a-b OP ANY TWO OF THE FOLLOWING: 0-2
sing, dance, play (games/with your friends), eat,
drink, listen to music.
Accept any logical action similar to the above.
5_3a-b 0] ANY TWO OF THE FOLLOWING: 0-2
Accept any kind of food, e.g. cake; cookies;
fruit; snacks; drinks OR the collective noun.
Anything logical, e.g. music; a friend; balloons.
5_AC Accuracy 0-1
1 = At least 3 words of all correct responses are spelled correctly
0 = less than 3 words are spelled correctly
TASK 6: Access to information from written texts
Task Item # | Item Type Answer Key Coding
Range
6_1 0] 4 = (good) friend(s) 0,4
0 = Other
6_2 CL 4 = (a) are eating lunch 0,4
0= Other
63 OP 3= (some) food / carrots 0,3
0= Other
6_4 CL 4 = (b) Sara's house 0,4
0= Other
6.5 OP 4= carrots 0,4
0= Other
6_6 CL 4 = (a) The Hungry Rabbit 0,3
0= Other
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TASK 7: Written presentation

Item Type OP Answer Key Coding
See instructions below Range
7C_A Holistic Rubric assessing Communicative Ability and Accuracy 0-9

Evaluate ALL OF THE SENTENCES TOGETHER according to the rubric below.

Content: Content is relevant and comprehensible. Writes four sentences.

Sentence Structure: Word order is correct and sentence includes subject and verb,
unless the main verb is “be”, which may be missing in some cases.
In addition, at least four of the following:

* Mostly correct form of verb (helping verb and agreement).

* Mostly correct spelling of high frequency words.

* Mostly correct use of capital letters.

* Mostly correct use of full stops.

* Mostly correct use of articles and prepositions.

Content: Content is partially relevant and partially comprehensible. Writes at
least three sentences.

Sentence Structure: Word order is correct or mostly correct.
In addition, at least three of the following:

* Mostly correct form of verb (helping verb and agreement).
* Mostly correct spelling of high frequency words.

* Mostly correct use of capital letters.

* Mostly correct use of full stops.

* Mostly correct use of articles and prepositions.

Content: Content is irrelevant and/or mostly incomprehensible and/or does
not relate to topic of task. Writes one sentence only.

Sentence Structure: Word order is mostly incorrect.
In addition, any three of the following:
* Mostly incorrect form of verb.
* Frequent spelling errors.
* Incorrect use of articles and prepositions.
* No capital letters and full stops.

Content: Content is incomprehensible.
] No answer.
[0 Writes set(s) of isolated word(s).
] Only copies instructions.

] Does not write in English.
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Overview

The acronym Meizav (n77 'v'un ixn'nn a'n 0ovn), which represents the Hebrew terminology, has been
translated into English thus: Growth and Effective Measures of Schools (GEMS). As reflected in

the name, the GEMS reflects a battery of tests, of which the English test is only one component. We
suggest that when analyzing the results teachers take note of data collected from the other components,
and integrate the information to provide a more comprehensive picture of their school in terms of
achievement in the core subjects (L1, Mathematics, English, Science), school climate and pedagogical

environment.

The internal Meizav English test covers two domains — Access to Information and Presentation.

The test was designed to assess the achievement of some of the benchmarks (in particular, those
benchmarks that can be assessed through more traditional testing procedures). The test is divided in
two parts due to logistic considerations. The first part is composed of two (2) listening texts designed
to assess the benchmarks in the domain of Access to Information from Spoken Texts. The second
part is composed of three (3) reading texts that are designed to assess the benchmarks in the domain
of Access to Information from Written Texts and two written tasks designed to assess benchmarks in
the domain of Presentation. Please note that the order in which the tasks appear in the second part:
two tasks (of graduated level of difficulty) within the domain of Access to Information; one written
Presentation task, followed by an additional task within the domain of Access to Information (highest
level of difficulty) within the domain of Access to Information, and a final written Presentation task

(more demanding than the previous written Presentation task).

The purpose of these guidelines is to provide teachers with a better understanding of the aims of the
Meizav English test and the test content. Included in this guide is a mapping out of the test together
with a detailed answer key for grading pupil performance. It also includes analyzed samples of pupil
performance, including common errors. This analysis may serve teachers in analyzing and interpreting
the results of their classes, diagnosing pupils’ strengths and weakness, as well as allowing comparison
of performance against national norms. From the analysis teachers may not only become aware of

pupils’ knowledge and abilities but also gain insights into the effectiveness of her or his instruction.

In addition teachers need to be aware of a number of limitations in analyzing pupil performance:
a. an incorrect response may be the result of the student guessing the answer. Guessing
is a well-researched strategy in closed test items. Teachers wanting to find out more
about student response may want to change the question to an open one to glean more
information.

b. no response may be the result of a number of factors: the pupil may have inadvertently

skipped a question, may not have understood the instructions, may not have understood
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the question and what was expected of him or her, or not have been able to connect the
question and the relevant response. It is recommended that you mark unanswered questions
as “no answer” (n.a.) in order to see what item types may pose difficulty to the class as a
whole and to individuals. In some cases, you may want to ask the pupil why she or he did

not answer a particular item or items.

Regarding the two tasks in the domain of Presentation — Task 5 and Task 7 - it is important to note
that the analyses, insights from performance and pedagogical recommendations are based solely on
the written products and teachers should be aware of the limitations of these analyses. A teacher who
is grading her own pupils’ work will also be able to contextualize the analysis knowing the pupils and
their instructional setting. These sample analyses are aimed to serve as guidelines for assessing pupils’

work.

Teachers should note that besides the information gleaned from the test regarding individual pupil’s
progress and achievement, and mapping out class achievement, the test can also serve as a model in
designing future assessments. When doing so please pay attention to the levels of questions included
in the test and ensure that all levels of comprehension — literal, integration, inference — are given
appropriate representation. Also it is suggested that prior to assessing writing, share the assessment

rubric with the pupils. This enables them to have a clearer idea of what is expected of them.
Mapping out of the English Meizav Test

Introduction

The map of the test consists of a general description of the each of the tasks, the text itself (where

relevant), and either item information, which relates to levels of comprehension' and levels of

difficulty?, or a rubric (where relevant).

1 Literal Comprehension: Literal comprehension refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text. Questions that
require literal comprehension include items that can be answered directly from the text at the sentence level. They can be questions
that require either copying or rephrasing of information from the text.

Integration: Integration also refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text but also requires accessing information from
various parts of the text in order to answer a given question. Questions that require integration include items that require thinking
about how ideas or information in the passage relate to each other as well as to an understanding of its main idea and supporting
details.

Inference: Inference refers to an understanding of the implicit meaning of a text. Questions that require inference include items

that involve combining the pupils’ literal understanding of the text with their own knowledge and experiences in order to produce a
response that is not explicitly stated in the text. It also entails questions that require identification of a specific text type.

2 Levels of Difficulty
1= 85%-100%-Low

2= 65%- 84% - Medium low

3= 40%- 64% - Medium high
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For the tasks related to the domain of Access to Information from Spoken Texts, a description of
the text (text type, topic, linguistic aspects, length of texts), the transcript of the text, and test items

(number and type) are specified as well as recommendations for administration.

For the tasks related to the domain of Access to Information from Written Texts, a description of the
text (text type, topic, linguistic aspects, length of texts), and test items (number and type) are specified

as well as recommendations for administration.

For the tasks related to the domain of Presentation a detailed rubric is included for each of the two
tasks (Tasks 5 and 7).

Note: Accept complete answers with grammatical and/or spelling errors, unless otherwise stated in a

specific item.

Part 1

The first part of the Meizav English test relates to the domain of Access to Information from Spoken

Texts. This part is comprised of two listening tasks, sequenced in order of difficulty (Tasks 1 and 2).

Task 1

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Conversation, instructions.

Topic: Preparing for a family outing.

Linguistic aspects of text: high frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure, use of imperative form.

Length of text: approximately 50 seconds (not including Hebrew/Arabic instructions).

Item description
Total number of test items: 5
Item types: Multiple-choice (matching pictures, select 5 pictures from 7 options).

Note: There are 8 pictures on the page; one of which is the example.

Administration
The pupils hear the text twice and read the instructions (instructions are given in Hebrew/Arabic on the

tape/CD and appear in English and Hebrew/Arabic on the test paper). Allow time prior to listening for

pupils to read the questions. There is time allotted on the recording for pupils to check their answers

4= 20%-3%h-High
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prior to the second listening.

Transcript
Example: Come children, please help me make the sandwiches.
1. Lily, please put some fruit in the bag. We have apples and oranges.
2. Dad, we need to take a lot of water. I am putting three big bottles of water in the bag.

3. Now everything is ready for the picnic. There is a lot to carry. Kids, help Dad put the bags in
the car.

4. Well, it’s time to go! Let’s get into the car.

5. Stop! We forgot the dog! Bonnie wants to come on the picnic, too.

F7OWN 7 NS NvaTYn IOwa nohaINa M man - b hiaktel
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Analysis of the transcript:
This appears as the first task in the test for a number of reasons:
(a) the text consists of separate individual sentences that are related to the same context (a family
preparing to go on a picnic).
(b) the context is assumed to be a familiar situation for most pupils.
(c) redundancy, an aid to listening comprehension, is built into the text, not by repetition but by

example [see first sentence above].

Item breakdown

Item Information Answer Key Scoring Range
Items 1-5 I.1-c 0, 2 per item
Benchmark: 12-e

Understand, (at sentence level), the 1.3-d

general meaning, main ideas and 14-h

sequence of events in a text and use 1.5-f

this knowledge as needed

Level of comprehension: Literal
Estimated level of difficulty:
1.1-1

1.2-1
1.3-1
1.4-1
1.5-2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Number the pictures to match a sequence of events based on individual sentences.

Item characteristics:
Closed (matching pictures)

Considerations when designing the item:

Assessment of the ability to follow the sequence of events in a spoken text. The
topic/context is related to the pupils’ knowledge and personal experience, thus it

is assumed that the vocabulary items are also familiar to the pupils. All items are
pictures and therefore do not require any reading on the part of the pupil. The text is
on a ‘sentence level’ and does not require integration of information.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

This item is expected to be easy. We can assume that successful performance
indicates an understanding of the text type, an ability to follow a sequence of events
as well as an ability to transfer what the pupil hears to a picture
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Task 2

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Oral presentation, descriptive.

Topic: A favorite animal — dolphins.

Linguistic aspects of text: high frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure, primarily use of the
present simple tense.

Length of text: approximately 110 seconds (not including Hebrew/Arabic instructions).

Item description
Total number of test items: 5
Item types: Multiple-choice: (matching pictures: select 4 pictures from 6 options).

Multiple-choice: 1 item, 3 options (one correct answer and two distractors).

Administration

The pupils hear the text twice (instructions are given in Hebrew/Arabic on the tape/CD and appear

in English and Hebrew/Arabic on the test paper). Allow time prior to listening for pupils to read the
questions. There is time allotted on the recording for pupils to check their answers prior to the second

listening.

Transcript

Teacher:  Good morning, everyone. Today, Alex is going to tell us about his

favorite animal for his English project. Are you ready, Alex?
Alex: Yes, I am. My favorite animal is the dolphir. I will tefl you about

dolphins and show you some pictures. Dolphins have happy faces. This
is picture number one. The dolphin is smiling.

Teacher:  Yes, it looks hap%)y. Please go on, Alex. i .

lex: Dolphins live in the sea and they eat a lot of fish every day. Dolphins

live together in groups. Look at picture number two. There are some
dolphins. They are swimming together.

Teacher:  Yes, I see the dolphins swimming together. Tell us more about them.

Alex: Dolphins also like to jump out of the water. Look at picture number

three: the dolphins are jumping.
Teacher:  Yes, look at them—they are jumping! Now, who wants to ask Alex a

) uestion? Yes, Lisa. o
Lisa: lex, where can we see dolphins in Israel? )
Alex: You can see dolphins in Eilat. I was in Eilat, and I saw them playing
in the water. You can also swim in the water with the dolphins! Look at

icture number four. The children are in_the water with the dolghin.
Teacher: hat sounds like fun! Thank you, Alex. Your English project about

dolphins is very interesting.
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Analysis of the transcript:

The topic of the text is dolphins as seen through the eyes of a fifth grader who is presenting a project
to his English class. The topic of animals is of interest to young learners. The context of preparing and
presenting topics of choice in school is considered familiar to the pupils.

It is an integrative text in that requires listeners to understand the structure of a presentation within the

classroom setting and the relationship between the speakers, the context and the content.

(@) The text type of a presentation in the context of a classroom is familiar to pupils.

(b) The classroom setting is characterized by turn-taking as speakers respond to each other.

(c) General ideas are presented and thus the use of present simple.

(d) Redundancy is a characteristic of classroom language and has been included in this text, for

reasons of authenticity and to support listening comprehension.

Item breakdown

Item Information Answer Key Scoring Range
Items 2.1 a—d 21.1-f 0, 3 per item
Benchmark: 2.12-b

Understand the general meaning, 2.13-d

main ideas and sequence of events 2.14-c

in a text and use this knowledge as
needed
Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

21.1-1
212-2
213-1
214-1
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Item Information | Answer Kev | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Write a number from 1 to 5 in the boxes under the pictures in the order that matches

what you hear.

Item characteristics:

Closed (matching)

Considerations when designing the item:

Assessment of the ability to follow the sequence of events in a spoken text. The topic
is related to the pupils’ knowledge and personal experience, thus it is assumed that
the vocabulary items are also familiar to the pupils. In this item, pictures function as

answers and distractors and therefore no reading is required on the part of the pupil.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

This item is expected to be easy. Correctly identifying ‘picture 2’ requires careful
listening and may be more difficult for pupils. Those who chose the picture e (the girl
feeding the dolphin) may have confused which picture Alex was referring to and not
have noticed the teacher’s comment which both clarifies and adds redundancy. We
can assume that successful performance indicates an understanding of the text type, an
ability to follow a sequence of events as well as an ability to transfer what pupils hear

to a picture.

Item 2.2 My Favorite Animal 0,3
Benchmark:

Understand the general meaning,
main ideas and sequence of events
in a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Inference

Estimated level of difficulty: 3
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Item Information [ Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

What is the best name for Alex’s project?

Item characteristics:

Closed (multiple-choice)

Considerations when designing the item:

The pupil is required to infer the main idea after listening to the whole project
presentation. By suggesting the name of the presentation the pupil has to understand
that the title of a presentation reflects the main idea of a text (oral or written) and been

able to identify the main idea.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

The options:
My Favorite Animal: Pupils who answered correctly have understood the role
of the title and identified the main idea of the text, even though it was not
specifically stated (Alex never mentions that the dolphin is his favorite animal,
however it can be inferred from the fact that he chose to talk about them).
Sea Animals: Pupils who chose this option have generalized the topic of the
presentation (dolphins) to a more general category.
Dolphins in Eilat: Pupils who chose this option have either related to a specific
detail mentioned in Alex’s presentation (You can see dolphins in FEilat.), or

simply recognized the words “dolphins” and / or “Eilat” and thus chose this

option
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Part 2

The second part of the test relates to both the domain of Access to Information from Written Texts
(tasks 3, 4, and 6) and the domain of Presentation (Tasks 5 and 7). For each domain, the tasks are
sequenced in order of difficulty. The domains have been staggered as it was found, from previous years
of Meizav test administration, that if the two presentation tasks (writing) follow the three Access to
Information tasks (reading comprehension) many pupils do not complete the writing tasks. By placing
the first writing task after two tasks that involve reading, it has been found that more pupils produce a

written product.

Task 3

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Descriptive.

Topic: Everyday situations.

Linguistic aspects of text: high frequency vocabulary; basic sentence structure;
tenses: present simple, present progressive, future simple and imperative.

Length of text: 6 sentences, each sentence averaging approximately 7 words.

Analysis of the text:
The text consists of separate individual sentences, which could have been said by the characters in the
pictures. They represent everyday, familiar situations, incorporate a variety of tenses (present simple,

present progressive, future simple, imperative) and familiar vocabulary.

Item description
Number of test items: 5
Item types: Multiple-choice: (matching pictures, select 5 pictures from 7 options).

Note: There are eight pictures on the page; one of which is the example.

Administration
Encourage pupils to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and Hebrew/Arabic).
Encourage pupils to familiarize themselves with the pictures prior to reading the test items. Encourage

pupils to check their answers.
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Item Information Answer Key Scoring Range

Items 1-5 3.1.—-e 0, 3 per item
Benchmark: 32.—a
Understand (at sentence level) the 33.-h
general meaning, main ideas and 34.—f

sequence of events in a text and use this | 3.5.—d
knowledge as needed
Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

3.1-2
32-1
33-1
34-1
35-1

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Read the sentences and look at the pictures. Match the sentence to the picture it describes

by writing the letter of the picture next to each sentence.

Item characteristics:

Closed (matching)

Considerations when designing the item:
This task is designed to tap in to the ability to understand general meaning of individual
sentences. The sentences and their corresponding pictures represent familiar topics and

everyday situations and people’s actions in those situations.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

=  Pupils who answered correctly have understood the information presented in the
sentences and are able to match it to the corresponding picture.

= Pupils errors could be due to incorrectly matching the sentence based on an
understanding of an individual word. For example, “I like the picture of the dog”-
matched to the picture of the dog at the vet or “Give your dog some food every day” /

“Feed your dog every day” - matched to the picture of the art show. Pupils may have

read “dog” and found a picture with a dog in it
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Task 4

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Advertisement.

Topic: A day at the zoo.

Linguistic aspects of text: high frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure, use of imperative form.

Length of text: approximately 60 words.

Analysis of text:

An advertisement is often considered to be an “easier” text type due to its limited amount of language,
thus pupils with a limited vocabulary should not have a problem understanding it. However, sometimes
the limited amount of language in an advertisement can be more difficult as the reader is expected

to “fill in” missing information. Having said that, advertisements are still a common text type in the

world of the pupils and are often found in elementary school textbooks.

Item description
Number of test items: 5
Item types: Open (question): 5 items.

Open (sentence completion): 1 item.

Administration
Encourage pupils to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and Hebrew/Arabic).

Encourage pupils to check their answers.

Item Information Answer Key Scoring Range
Item 4.1 4 = See the baby elephant; 0,2,4
Benchmark: Ride on a camel; Play
Understand the general meaning, with the rabbits; See the
main ideas and sequence of events animals eat (at 2 o'clock);
in a text and use this knowledge as Come to the new monkey
needed house; Eat ice cream (in
Level of comprehension: Literal the park)
Estimated level of difficulty: 2 2 =ride / play / eat
0 = other

F7OWN 7 NS NvaTYn IOwa nohaINa M man - b hiaktel

A



Item Information [ Answer Kevy | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

What can you do at the zoo?

Item characteristics:

Open (question)

Considerations when designing the item:

There are many things to do at the zoo and each one is an expression of the main idea of
the text which is “what you can do at the zoo”. Thus pupils have to understand the main
idea (things to do) and he/she can choose from six supporting ideas in the text (e.g. See

the...; Ride on ...; Play with ...).

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly identified the main idea and thus selected the
appropriate supporting details.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly either did not understand the question, or wrote a
partial answer — either stating the verb (e.g. see; eat; ride ...) or the complement (e.g.

elephant; rabbits; house...)

Item 4.2 4 = (the) baby elephant; 0,4
Benchmark: (the) monkey house
Understand the general meaning, 0 = other

main ideas (and supporting details)
and sequence of events in a text and
use this knowledge as needed

Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty: 3
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Item Information | Answer Kev | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

What is new at the zoo?

Item characteristics:

Open (question)

Considerations when designing the item:
This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand a supporting detail. It can be
answered on two levels:
o Literal - “the monkey house.” This is explicitly stated in the text (“come to the new
monkey house”).
o Inference — “a baby elephant.” It must be inferred that a baby is something new at
the zoo.
Both answers are accepted. Teachers administering the task in their own classes may want
to note which pupils answered in which way in order to differentiate between the different

levels of comprehension.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly identified the main idea and thus selected the
appropriate supporting detail.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly may not have understood the question or may have
simply guessed (ice cream). Furthermore, pupils who answered “monkey” have
connected the monkey with the idea of something new, but may not have differentiated

between the noun modifier (noun serving as adjective — monkey) and the head noun

Iterr(lllﬁgse) 4 = (at) 14:(00) / 2 o’clock / 0,4
Benchmark: 2/

Understand the general meaning, two

main ideas and sequence of events 0 = other

in a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Literal
Estimated level of difficulty: 2
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Item Information

| Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

When do the animals eat?

Item characteristics:

Open (question)

Considerations when designing the item:

This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand a supporting detail.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly identified the main idea and thus selected the

appropriate supporting details.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly may not have understood the question or may have

understood the “when” (e.g. time)

nd selected either the opening or closing hour.

Item 4.4 (Open)

Benchmark:

Understand the general meaning,
main ideas and sequence of events
in a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty: 2

4 =ice cream 0,4

0 = other
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Item Information | Answer Kev | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

What can you eat in the park?

Item characteristics:

Open (question)

Considerations when designing the item:

This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand a supporting detail.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly identified the main idea and thus selected the
appropriate supporting details.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly may not have understood the question. If the pupil
responded with a “food” not in the ad, he or she may have identified the word “eat”

and responded with a known ‘food’ word

Item 4.5 4 = (at)nine/ 9:(00)/ 9 0,4
Benchmark: o’clock
Locate relevant information for 0 = other

specific purposes
Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty: 2
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Item Information | Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

When does the zoo open?

Item characteristics:

Open (question)

Considerations when designing the item:
This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand a supporting detail and

understand the text type.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly are able to use the feature of the text type (the opening
and closing hours at the bottom of the ad) to locate relevant information and have thus
selected the appropriate detail.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly may not have understood the question, or may not

have been able to use knowledge of text type to locate the detail

Item 4.6 3 = Children’s Day; the best | 0, 3
Benchmark: day; lots of fun (for girls
Understand the general meaning, and boys)

main ideas and sequence of events 0 = other

in a text and use this knowledge as
needed
Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty: 4
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Item Information | Answer Kev | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Monday, July 3%, is at the zoo.

Item characteristics:

Open (sentence completion)

Considerations when designing the item:
This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand the purpose of the

advertisement.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly are able to identify the purpose of the advertisement,
e.g. Children’s Day. However some pupils may have used a general main idea, e.g.
“lots of fun for girls and boys.” and completed the sentence relating to this idea. Both
answers are acceptable.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly may not have understood the question or may not

have understood the requirements in a sentence completion format. The incorrect

answer “‘day” may indicate a focus on the day mentioned in the sentence
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Task 5

Item description
The item requires pupils to complete missing information in a template of an invitation to a class
party. The prior knowledge required of pupils includes familiarity with the text type (invitation) and its

relevant vocabulary (e.g. date, time).

Administration
Encourage pupils to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and Hebrew/Arabic).
Encourage pupils to write clearly. The rubric included in this test focuses more on comprehensibility

than accuracy. Even though there is a certain level of tolerance for spelling mistakes, you should

encourage your pupils to check their spelling.

Task and Item Information
Items 5.1 - 5.2

Task Your class is having a party. Information is missing in the invitation. Complete the

invitation as you wish.
Benchmark:

Pre-foundation level
Estimated level of difficulty: 2

Total scoring range: 0 — 6

Rubric

5.1 Communicative Ability | Scoring range: 0-5
Item Item Type | Sample Answers i Scoring range
5_1 OP Any date that includes day (optional), month, 0,1

number, year (optional) e.g. November 28, 2007

or 28/11/07)
5 2a-b | OP ANY TWO OF THE FOLLOWING: 0,1,2

(You can) sing, dance, play (games/with your

friends), eat, drink, listen to music
5 3a-b | OP ANY TWO OF THE FOLLOWING: 0,1,2

(Please bring:) selection of food, snacks, drinks

or the collective noun, /music/your friend/

balloons/ Accept any appropriate* response
S_AC Accuracy 0-1
Scoring range and answer key

1 = at least 3 words of all correct responses are spelled correctly

0 = less than 3 words are spelled correctly
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* A word such as “beer” may be considered as relevant to a party; however it is inappropriate in the

context of a class party.
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Task 6

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Story (narrative).

Topic: Two girls and a rabbit.

Linguistic aspects of text: high frequency vocabulary; simple and compound sentences; direct speech;
tenses: present simple, present progressive, future simple.

Length of text: Approximately 120 words.

Analysis of text:

A narrative (story) is considered to be a familiar text type to young learners. As prior knowledge plays
an important role in reading comprehension, a topic that is familiar was chosen for the story. A rabbit
is a familiar animal, being a pet to many pupils. In this story, pupils need to be familiar with rabbits,
their eating habits and their lack of fear of humans. The story begins with a description of the setting,
as is often the case in narratives. It then continues with a series of sequential events expressed through
direct speech. The problem of the story is that the rabbit came looking for food and the girls wanted to
bring it some food. The story is resolved when the rabbit eats the sandwich and the girl is left with the

carrots.

Item description
Number of test items: 6
Item type: Multiple-choice (with 4 options): 3 items.

Open (sentence completion): 3 items.

Administration
Encourage pupils to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and Hebrew/Arabic.

Encourage pupils to check their answers.

Item Information Answer Key Scoring Range
Item 6.1 4 = (good) friend (correct 0,2,4
Benchmark: content and correct

Understand the general meaning, syntax)

main ideas and sequence of events 2 = (good) friends; are friends

in a text and use this knowledge as 0 = other

needed

Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty: 2
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Item Information | Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Sara is Miriam’s

Item characteristics:

Open (sentence completion)

Considerations when designing the item:

This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand the relationship between the
two characters in the story, Miriam and Sara.

The item is made a little bit more complex by the use of the possessive. The reason for
this was not to make the item more difficult but so that answer cannot be copied directly
from the text. [Had the question had been phrased “Miriam and Sara are ___” pupils

would have been able to answer the question by copying directly from the text.]

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly have understood the relationship between the two
characters — they are friends, and have also understood the syntactical relationship of
the sentence. By allocating a partial score to the answer “good friends”, recognition
has been given to the pupils’ ability to understand the relationship between the
characters.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly may not have understood the question (e.g. the

syntactical relationship marked by the use of the apostrophe)

Item 6.2 4 = are eating lunch 0,4
Benchmark: 0 = other
Understand the general meaning,
main ideas and sequence of events
in a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty: 2
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Item Information | Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Sara and Miriam .

Item characteristics:

Closed (multiple-choice)

Considerations when designing the item:

This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand the setting of the story. In a
narrative it is important that the reader differentiate between actions which relate to the
setting and those that relate to the main events. This is clearly marked by the use of the

progressive tense. The question will shed light on the pupils’ understanding of the setting.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

The options:
are eating lunch: Pupils who chose this option have correctly understood the
setting of the story. Note that pupils need to understand a compound sentence
and integrate the information within the sentence.
are sitting in the house: Pupils who chose this option may have selected it
based on an understanding of an individual word. For example, they may have
recognized a words “house” or “sitting” in the text and the same word or words
in the option. The word “house” appears later in the text as part of a main
event.
don’t like the food: Pupils who chose this option may have selected it based on
an understanding of an individual word. This option relates to a main event and
not the setting. Selection of this option may indicate difficulty distinguishing

between the setting and the main events in a narrative.

Item 6.3 3 = (some) food / 0,3
Benchmark: carrots
Understand the general meaning, 0 = other

main ideas and sequence of events
in a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Literal

Estimated level of difficulty: 2
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Item Information | Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Miriam wants to give the rabbit

Item characteristics:

Open (sentence completion)

Considerations when designing the item:

This item was designed to tap into the ability to identify a main idea.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly have identified the main idea. To do so they would
have also had to have used “referencing”, i.e. understand that the word “it” in the text
refers back to the “rabbit”. This item can be answered on two levels:

o Literal — “food.” Pupils who answered correctly with the word “food” have
answered the question on the literal level as it is explicitly stated in the text.

o Integration — “carrots.” Pupils who answered correctly with the word “carrots”
have answered the question on the level of integration as they have read further
and used the additional information from the text to answer the question.

= Both answers are accepted. Teachers administering the task in their own classes may
want to note which pupils answered in which way in order to differentiate between the
different levels of comprehension.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly may have understood the question, were aware
that something to do with food was required and thus they found names of food, i.e.

“cookies and sandwiches”. This type of answer may indicate difficulty in referencing

and / or understanding the conventions of direct speech
Item 6.4 4 = Sara’s house 0,4

Benchmark: 0 = other
Understand the general meaning,
main ideas and sequence of events
in a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Integration

Estimated level of difficulty: 3
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Item Information

| Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

The girls go to .

Item characteristics:

Closed (multiple-choice)

Considerations when designing the item:

This item was designed to tap into the ability to identify the sequence of events in a story.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

The options:

Sara’s house: Pupils who chose this option have correctly identified the sequence
of events in the story. Pupils have understood direct speech and that the word “my”
refers back to Sara, the speaker.

Miriam’s house: Pupils who chose this option have probably not understood the
conventions of direct speech and the use of reference in direct speech.

the rabbit’s house: Pupils who chose this option may have related to the rabbit as it

1s the star of the story

Item 6.5

Benchmark:

Understand the general meaning,
main ideas and sequence of events
in a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Integration
Estimated level of difficulty: 3

4 = carrots 0,4
0 = other
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Item Information | Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Sara can eat the .

Item characteristics:

Open (sentence completion)

Considerations when designing the item:
This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand the main point (humorous) in

the story.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:

= Pupils who answered correctly have understood the main (humorous) point of the
story.

= Pupils who answered incorrectly (e.g. cookies or sandwich) have apparently missed
the main (humorous) point and have related to the text on a literal level where Sara
said “I have a sandwich and a cookie”. They have not related to what Miriam says as

she smiles “You can eat the carrots!”

Item 6.6 3 ='The Hungry Rabbit 0,3
Benchmark: 0 = other
Understand the general meaning,
main ideas and sequence of events
in a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Inference

Estimated level of difficulty: 2
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Item Information | Answer Key | Scoring Range

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

A good name for the story is ____ .

Item characteristics:

Closed (multiple-choice)

Considerations when designing the item:

This item was designed to tap into the ability of the pupil to understand the main idea and

that a title encompasses the main idea of the story.

Following analysis of pupils’ performance:
The Hungry Rabbit: Pupils who chose this option have correctly understood the
main idea and encompassed it in the title of the story. This requires inferring.
Animals and Food: Pupils who chose this option may have made an over-
generalization of the topic and have related to the story on a literal level.

The Big Tree: Those who chose may have related to the picture and / or to the

setting of the story without relating to the whole story
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Task 7

Item description
The item requires pupils to describe a picture of a schoolyard. The prior language knowledge required
of pupils includes knowledge of simple sentence structure (subject + verb and optional complement)

as well as familiarity with relevant vocabulary, particularly verbs and adjectives.

Administration
Encourage pupils to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and Hebrew/Arabic).
Encourage pupils to write clearly. The holistic rubric included in this test focuses on both

communicative ability and linguistic accuracy. Encourage pupils to review their work and check for

relevance and accuracy.

Task and Item Information
Item 1

Task
Look at the picture of the schoolyard.

= Write two sentences that describe what is happening in the picture.
= Write two sentences about what you like to do in the schoolyard.
Benchmark:

= Describe people, places, things and events

Item type: Open (sentence level)

Estimated level of difficulty: 3

Scoring range: 0-9 (holistic rubric — see below)
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Rubric Scoring

range: 0-9

Evaluate ALL OF THE SENTENCES together according to the holistic writing

scale below

Content: Content is relevant and comprehensible.

Sentence Structure: Word order is correct and sentence includes subject and verb,

unless the main verb is “be”, which may be missing in some cases.

In addition, at least four of the following:
* Mostly correct form of verb (helping verb and agreement).
* Mostly correct spelling of high frequency words.
* Mostly correct use of capital letters.

* Mostly correct use of full stop.

* Mostly correct use of articles and prepositions i
Content: Content is at least partially relevant and at least partially

comprehensible.
Sentence Structure: Word order is correct or mostly correct.
In addition, at least three of the following:

* Mostly correct form of verb (helping verb and agreement).
* Mostly correct spelling of high frequency words.

* Mostly correct use of capital letters.

* Mostly correct use of full stop.

* Mostly correct use of articles and prepositions

Content:
e Content is irrelevant and/or mostly incomprehensible and/or does not
relate to topic of task.
e  Writes one sentence only.
Sentence Structure: Word order is mostly incorrect.
In addition, any three of the following:
* Mostly incorrect form of verb.
* Frequent spelling errors.
* Incorrect use of articles and prepositions.

* No capital letters and full stops

Content is incomprehensible.
Writes set(s) of isolated word/s.
Only copies instructions.

Does not write in English
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Below are sample performanc=es of pupils according to the rubric above. You may want to work
together as a team to assess learner responses on this task to ensure that everyone is in agreement

regarding the appropriate score as well as to get an overview of the writing outcomes.

Sample performances:
Sample Sentences of a Score of 9

I like to play football in the schoolyard.
| like walk in the schoolyard.
[ like to play in the schoolyard soccer with my friends.

Llike to walk alone
Sample Sentences of a Score of 7

| see in the picture some girls.

The girl are thirsty.

She drink some water.

| see to boys walking with her balls.
| like raning in the school

| can see tow boys wite a ball.
Sample Sentences of a Score of 5

| see tow boy play wich ball
| like do in the schoolyard play football.
a girl is drinking

the people are looking the kids
Sample Sentences of a Scoreof 3

Girle drin some water
two gril’s sitting and eat
two boy’s wook

| like at Aschool a liabri
won woman drink

[ like to the schoolyard is play to girls
Sample Sentences of a Score of 1

play football

drnk weter
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