AN INTERVIEW WITH A VICTIM OF @S
BULLYING - GUIDE “o%

¢ Domain:
Presentation

+ Benchmark:
React to the content of something you have heard

+ Description:
The student listens to a radio interview in which Tom (not his real name), a teenager who was the
victim of bullying, tells his story. The student is then required to write a letter to a friend with a
description of Tom’s story and his own personal reaction to it.

+ Rationale for choice of topic:
Bullying is a serious problem in many schools, in many countries. It is thus assumed that the task
holds intrinsic value for students. It is important to develop students’ awareness of the problem
and ways of coping. As educators it is important we find out students’ attitudes to this
phenomenon.

+ Suggestions for implementation (prior to and/or during):
You may find it necessary to play the recorded interview twice. You should encourage students
to take notes while they are listening. The students should read the task and be aware of what is
expected of them before listening to the interview. The aim of the task is to allow them to focus
on the relevant information from the interview.

+ Suggested time allotment:
Double Iesson

+ Prerequisites:
+ Awareness of the phenomenon of bullying and ways of dealing with it
+ Ability to listen to an oral presentation and understand its content
* Ability to retell something heard
* Ability to suggest solutions for real-life problems
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AN INTERVIEW WITH A VICTIM OF
BULLYING - TASK
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In this task you will be asked to listen to an interview and react to
what you hear:

Bullying is a serious problem, especially among young teenagers.
Many of them are victims of bullying and they do not tell anyone
about their traumatic experiences. This is because they are afraid
of the bullies. However, one teenager, Tom, wants to share his
experiences and fears. He is going to talk about the problem on
the radio.

You have an English friend who lives in London. Your friend,
Jimmy, was a victim of bullying and you know he has a similar
problem.

Write a letter to Jimmy and tell him Tom’s story. You should
include the following:

+ a description of Tom’s problem,

+ your personal feelings, ideas, attitudes,

+ advice for your friend and suggestions for solving the problem.
(Write at least 80 words.)

Note:
Read the checklist before you start working and fill it in when you finish.

bullying - mya - dzlals
victim - 299 - fam .

N
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AN INTERVIEW WITH A VICTIM OF
BULLYING - CHECKLIST

What to check

| described Tom’s problem in detail.

| included accurate and relevant details in my description.

| organized my ideas logically.

| described my reaction to the interview — my feelings
and thoughts.

| made suggestions for how to solve the problem.

| used appropriate and rich vocabulary.

| used connecting words.

| checked my grammar.

| checked my spelling.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH A VICTIM

OF BULLYING

Dimension Content | Disc01.1rse. & | Vocabulary Language Usage
Assessed by Organization & Conventions
Teacher
Self
Peer
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Transcript of the audio cassette:

An Interview with a Victim of Bullying

An Interview by Guy Laromme

Guy:

Tom:
Guy:
Tom:

Guy:
Tom:
Guy:
Tom:
Guy:
Tom:

Guy:
Tom:

Guy:

Tom:

Guy:

Tom:

Good afternoon listeners. Guy Laromme here. Welcome, once again,
to TEENS TODAY, your favorite radio program. Today, Tom is here
with us in the radio studio. He is going to share his experience as a
victim of bullying. He suffered bullying and now he wants to help
others. Tom, please tell us about your experience.

Well, every Friday three pupils waited for me in the schoolyard.
Why you?

| think because my teachers like me. Or, maybe because | do well at
school.

What did they want from you?

They wanted money from me.

Money? And did you give them money every week?
Yes, | did.

Why did you give them money every week?

In the beginning, the first time, they asked for money but | said |
wouldn't give it to them. | just refused. So, they beat me up. It was
terrible. This happened twice. | was really afraid and | thought that if
| gave them money they would leave me alone.

Did you think they would stop if you gave them money?

Yes, | did. | really thought that if | gave them the money once they
would stop and leave me alone.

| know this is difficult, but please tell us about the beating.

Well, it was terrible. The three boys hit me and | fell to the ground.
Then they kicked me in my back and stomach. When they stopped
kicking me, | tried to get up but they knocked me down again. They
said they would stop kicking me when | gave them the money.

So you gave them the money?

The first time | gave them money. The second week they came and
wanted more money. | said no - | just refused so they beat me up
again.
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Guy:
Tom:

Guy:
Tom:

Guy:
Tom:
Guy:
Tom:

Guy:

How many times did they beat you up?

They beat me up four times. After that | just gave them money every
week.

Why didn't you tell anyone?

They warned me not to tell anyone. | was so afraid | decided not to tell
anyone.

And you kept giving them money every week?
Yes. | didn't think | had any other choice.
What happened to make you change your mind?

One Friday, my best friend saw me giving money to some guys - you
know, pay the bullies. He asked me what happened. | couldn't keep
what was happening a secret anymore. | broke down and told him
everything. | even started to cry. So my friend went with me to tell the
school counselor. | know now that keeping it a secret was the worst
thing I could do and there are always people who can help.

| know this was difficult for you, but it is important that other teenagers
hear your story. Thank you very much for sharing with us.

It is important that all those who suffer tell someone who can help
them. By keeping it a secret the problem will never be solved.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH A VICTIM OF BULLYING - RUBRIC

Dimension Content Discourse & Vocabulary Language Usage
Organization and Conventions
Criteria | Description Clarity Appropriacy to topic | Grammar, spelling
complete and true | Flow Range and punctuation
to source
Grade Level Reaction(s) to
problem
On Target Description of Tom’s | Whole message is Vocabulary is Generally tenses for
5 experience is completely clear. appropriate to topic sequence of events
complete and true to Logical flow of ideas and genre. are correct, both in
the source, and gives | throughout whole text. | Vocabulary is rich and | form and use.
readeran varied. Mostly correct
understanding of spelling.
Tom'’s problem. .
; Correct punctuation
Reaction(s) to throughout.
problem and
suggestions for
solution relate to
general problem and
not just to Tom’s
specific case.
4
On Your Way Description of Tom’s Most of message is Vocabulary is usually | Some mistakes in use
3 experience is based clear. appropriate to topic and/or form of tenses
on what Tom said in Flow of ideas in some | and genre. for sequence of
interview and gives parts of text. Range of vocabulary | €vents.
reader some is adequate. Spelling mistakes
understanding of detract from meaning
Tom’s problem. or reader’s
Reaction(s) to understanding.
problem and Aware of need to
suggestions for punctuate by making
solution relate mainly some use of
to Tom’s case and not punctuation marks.
to general problem.
2
Starting Out Description does not No attention paid to Vocabulary is No sense of
give reader an clarity. inappropriate to topic | understanding use of
1

understanding of
Tom'’s experience.
Lacks personal
reaction or reaction is
inappropriate.

Text lacks flow of
ideas.

and/or genre.

Vocabulary is poor
and limited.

tenses for sequence
of events; mistakes in
form detract from
reader’'s
understanding.

Poor spelling makes it
impossible to
understand.

No sense of
understanding the use
of punctuation.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH A VICTIM OF BULLYING

A Letter
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AN INTERVIEW WITH A VICTIM OF BULLYING

A Letter
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