A MOVIE REVIEW - GUIDE @)oo

¢ Domain:
Presentation

+ Benchmark:
React to the content of something seen

+ Description:
Students are required to write a review of a movie they have seen. The students’ reviews will be
published in a movie review booklet and students will be able to read the reviews of various
movies to help them decide whether or not to see a movie. A movie review form is provided to
guide the student. At the end of the review the student is also asked to give the movie a rating.

+ Rationale for choice of topic:
Students watch a lot of movies. Students are also exposed to movie reviews in the newspapers,
in magazines and even on the radio. This task offers students an opportunity to express their
opinion about a movie and to recommend it (or not) to others. The task encourages critical
thinking for judging a movie and will help students make intelligent decisions about which
movies they want to see in the future.

+ Suggestions for implementation (prior to and/or during):
The teacher may want to arrange for the whole class to see the same movie. It could be on video.
Discussions about how to review a movie should take place beforehand. You may want to bring
written movie reviews into the class and discuss the features (in their native language or in
English). The necessary components of a review can be listed on the board: the plot, the main
characters, the acting, the good parts, the bad parts... After the viewing, the students should be
asked to write reviews using a set format. Students can compare their products. You may also
prepare a sample review of a movie that the whole class has seen together.
Students should then choose a movie they want to review. Two different formats are provided
here to use as you see fit. One format can be filled in directly, the other format requires the
students to write their reviews on a separate page using the “triggers” provided. You may also
decide not to use the set format at all.

+ Suggested time allotment:
Singe lesson

* Prerequisites:
* Familiarity with movie reviews (written and oral)
* Ability to express opinions and support them
* Awareness of features related to movie reviews
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A MOVIE REVIEW - TASK

.

In this task you will be asked to watch a movie and write a review:

Movie critics write articles or reviews about movies. Movie critics
usually describe a movie's good and bad features, tell the reader if
it's worth seeing or not, support their recommendation and give
“stars.”

Your school is preparing a movie review booklet. Everyone in the
school will contribute a movie review to the booklet.

Write a review about a movie that you have seen (use the
attached form).

Note:
Read the checklist before you start working and fill it in when you finish.
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A MOVIE REVIEW - CHECKLIST

What to check

| wrote according to the features of a movie review.

| described the movie.

| wrote my opinion about the movie.

| supported my opinion with examples from the movie.

| used appropriate vocabulary.

| checked my grammar.

| checked my spelling.
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A MOVIE REVIEW BY

The movie is about
h The main character(s) is (are)
and . The actors include
and

In my personal opinion,

What I liked best

about the movie was

because

What I liked least about the movie was |

because

My personal recommendation to you is

Number of stars I give the movie:

(Star key: & = poor &% = not bad eoo = good sooe = very good ooooao = excellent)
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A MOVIE REVIEW BY

The movie ... is about ... The two main characters are ... and ....
The actors include ... and ... In my personal opinion ... What I liked
best about the movie was ... because ...

What I liked least about the movie was ... because ... .

My personal recommendation to you is ..

Number of stars I give the movie:

(Star key: & = poor o6 = not bad eoo = good sooe = very good ooooao = excellent)
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A MOVIE REVIEW - RUBRIC

Dimension Content Discourse & Vocabulary Language
Organization Usage and
Conventions
Criteria | Description Clarity of message | Appropriacy to Grammar, spelling
Opinion Logical flow topic and punctuation
Grade Level Range
On Target Detailed description | Whole message is | Vocabulary is Generally tenses
5 of movie story line. | completely clear. appropriate to topic | are correct, both in
Statement of Logical flow of ideas | and text type. form and use.
opinion. throughout whole Vocabulary is rich Mostly correct
text. and varied. spelling.
4
On Your Way | Description of movie | Most of message is | Vocabulary is Some mistakes in
3 story line. clear. usually appropriate | use and/or form of
Reader can Flow of ideas in to topic and text tenses.
distinguish an some parts of text. | type. Spelling mistakes
opinion. Range of detract from
vocabulary is limited | meaning or reader’s
but gets message understanding.
across.
2
Starting Out Either no Message is often Vocabulary is No sense of
1 description of movie | unclear. inappropriate to understanding use

or story line is not
obvious from
description.
Opinion is not
distinct and reader
can only guess
opinion.

Text lacks flow of
ideas.

topic and/or text
type.

Vocabulary is poor
and limited.

of tenses; mistakes
in form detract from
reader’s
understanding.

Poor spelling makes
it impossible to
understand.

No sense of
understanding use
of punctuation.
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A MOVIE REVIEW

A MOVIE REVIEW BY
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A MOVIE REVIEW

AMOVIE REVIEW BY A~/ Fuy
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A MOVIE REVIEW
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A Movie Review
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A Movie Review
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