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¢ Domain:
Presentation

¢ Benchmark:
Present information taken from different sources

+ Description:
A multi-stage task in which pupils are required to carry out a research project on an influential
person of their choice. They are required to collect background information from three different
sources and integrate the information into a biographical description of the person’s life.

+ Rationale for choice of topic:
The texts to be used in this task are representative of the types of texts found in textbooks. To be
knowledgeable in a particular field of study includes being familiar with the key personalities.
In many school subjects, the people of influence in the field are often studied and their unique
impact is discussed, not only in subjects such as history and literature, but also, for example, in
physics (Einstein, Newton) and biology (Darwin). Moreover, biographies are a well-established
genre. We also feel that youngsters are naturally curious about influential people.

+ Suggestions for implementation (prior to and/or during):
You may want to begin by discussing the theme of influential people - people who have made a
difference.

You should teach the genre of biographical texts, emphasizing its unique features. Prior to
implementation of the task, you should ensure that the students have been taught various
strategies both for writing such texts and for carrying out research using different sources.

You may want to adjust the task and confine it to important people who have made outstanding
contributions to various fields such as science, music, art, etc., or to the improvement of society
and the well-being of others.

+ Stages of the research process
You may find it helpful to have your pupils work according to the following stages:

Stage 1 Ask yourself questions

Pupils make a list of at least four leading questions about the person of choice. For example:
* In what ways was this person’s life special?

* What unique contribution (perhaps impact) did this person make to his field, or to society?

Stage 2 Collect information

Pupils collect information about their person of choice. They can collect information from books,
encyclopedias, the Internet or they could interview the person. Pupils should be allowed to use at
least one reference in their native language so they can gain a deeper understanding of the person
under study.

Stage 3 Suggest a basic outline
After learning about the person, pupils write an outline (topic sentences) of what they plan to
write in the biography.
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Stage 4 Write paragraphs
Pupils write detailed paragraphs based on the outline.

Stage 5 Check work — things to look for when editing

Following is a list of questions pupils should ask themselves upon completion of the draft and
prior to writing the final product:

Is there a paragraph introducing the person?

Is the introduction interesting?

Is there a closing paragraph?

Does each paragraph present a different period in the life or different aspect in the life of the
person?

Do the ideas follow each other in a logical way?

Are the paragraphs connected?

Is all the content relevant to the topic?

Is the spelling correct?

Is the grammar correct?

Is the punctuation correct?

Have I answered my questions (Stage 1) in a clear and interesting way?

+ Suggested time allotment:
Up to six consecutive lessons as well as time out of school for collecting the information

* Prerequisites:
* Familiarity with biographical texts
+ Familiarity with people of influence
+ Knowledge of question formulation
* Familiarity with a variety of resource material
+ Ability to take notes
* Ability to write an outline
* Ability to integrate information from various sources
* Ability to write paragraphs

* Helpful sites:
For teacher:
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson185.shtml
From Education World — Building on Biographies — Bringing Real-Life Stories Into Your
Curriculum!

For student:
http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/biomaker.htm

The Biography Maker
http://www.infoplease.com/homework/wsbiography. html
Writing Skills - How to Write a Biography

[Last accessed: 20th February, 2002]

9



Name:

Class:

3
4

b

4

B T T L T T T T T S T X T T 2T

A LIFE STORY - TASK
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In this task you will be asked to research an important person.
You will collect information from different sources and write a
biography:

Kids Time magazine wants articles about people who influenced
the lives of others. Choose a person and write a life story
(biography) for the magazine.

1. Choose a person you want to write about. Think about what you
already know and what you would like to learn.

2. Prepare a list of questions about that person.

3. Collect information about the person from three written sources.
Use your questions as a guide when looking for information.

4. Take notes of important points to include in your article.

5. Using your notes, write a biography in your own words based
on the information you have collected. (Write at least 100
words.)

Note:
‘ Read the checklist before you start working and fill it in when you finish.

N
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A LIFE STORY - CHECKLIST

What to check

Collecting the information

| found three different sources.

| read each source from beginning to end.

| marked the main ideas in each source.

| used the main ideas from each source in my article.

| wrote the information that was relevant to my questions.

| organized the information | collected.

Biography

| wrote why | chose the person.

| included all the relevant information collected from the
three sources.

| focused on main ideas.

| included supporting details.

| included a list of sources.

| organized my ideas.

| used a variety of words.

| checked my grammar.

| checked my spelling.

| checked my punctuation.
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A LIFE STORY - RUBRIC

Dimension Content Discourse & Vocabulary Language
Organization Usage and
Conventions
Criteria | Relevance of Clarity Appropriacy to Grammar, spelling
information Cohesion topic and punctuation
Grade Leve Focus Flow Range
On Target All information Transitional words Vocabulary is Generally tenses are
5 included is relevant | and phrases are appropriate to topic correct, both in form
and helps to create a | included, which and genre. and use.
whole “life story.” show relationships Vocabulary is rich Mostly correct
Description of between ideas and | and varied. spelling.
personality with maintain cohesion, Correct punctuation
focus on particular | I-- text *hangs throughout.
aspects of his/her together.
life. Logical flow of ideas
Reasons for throughout whole
choosing the person | text.
are clear.
4
On Your Way Most information Some use of Vocabulary is usually | Some mistakes in
3 included is relevant. | transitional words appropriate to topic use and/or form of
Description of which show some and genre. tenses.
personality but no relationships Range of vocabulary | Spelling mistakes
particular focus on between ideas. is adequate. detract from
particular aspects of | Flow of ideas in meaning or reader’s
his/her life. some parts of text. understanding.
Reasons for Aware of need to
choosing the person punctuate by making
are given. some use of
punctuation marks.
2
Starting Out Reader cannot get Ideas are not Vocabulary is No sense of
1 feeling of personality | “connected.” inappropriate to topic | understanding use of
because important Text lacks obvious and/or genre. tenses; mistakes in
information is flow of ideas. Vocabulary is poor form detract from

missing.

Either no reason for
choosing the person
is given, or the
reasons are unclear.

and limited.

reader’'s
understanding.

Poor spelling makes
it impossible to
understand.

No sense of
understanding use of
punctuation.
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