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Instructions for examinees

X. Duration of exam: One and a half hours

1. Exam structure and breakdown of points:

This exam has three parts.

Part One — (4x16) — 64 points
Part Two

or: — (3x12)— 36 points
Part Three

Total — 100 points

). Material that may be used during the exam:
Hebrew-other language / other language-
Hebrew dictionary.

7. Special instructions: none

Write in the answer booklet only, on separate pages,
everything you wish to write as a draft (outlines,
calculations, etc). Write "nvy»v” at the head of each
draft page. Use of draft paper other than the pages in
the answer booklet may disqualify your exam!

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One (64 points)

Answer four of the questions 1-5 (each question — 16 points).

1. Choosing a Partner and Marriage [nyam a2 nxosn|

N.

a

Avraham's servant made a request of Rivka, in order to see if she was

a suitable wife for Yitzhak.

(1) List two good qualities that Rivka demonstrated in her response
to the servant's request.

(2) Explain how each of these qualities is expressed in Rivka's
response.

(8 points)

According to Rav Zvi Yehuda Kook, men and women share a common

attribute, but there are also differences between men and women.

(1) What attribute do men and women have in common?

(2) Explain why there are differences between men and women.

(8 points)

2. The Prohibition of Physical Contact ["ay»x») 11ox’]; Repentance [n2wnin by]

N.

a,

According to the Rambam, the prohibition of affectionate physical
contact [n2°n bw ny>» Moor] between a man and a woman who are
forbidden to one another is a Torah prohibition [n7nn y2 Mo°r], where
as, according to the Ramban, this is a prohibition enacted by the Sages
[D>%on »2710].

(1) Explain each of these positions.

(2) According to Rav AvrahamYitzhak Hacohen Kook [mp n”>x3n],
in what case would the Ramban agree with the opinion of the
Rambam?

(9 points)

(1) (70,775 )bwn) "op1 P18 21D yaw 0"

According to Rav Hutner, this verse has two interpretations: a
fool's interpretation and a wise man's interpretation.
What is the wise man's interpretation of this verse?

(2) According to Rav Hutner, how should one cope with a "fall"

["n937]?

(7 points) /Continued on page 3/
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3. When To Get Married [xw»n5onn]?

(R"2 Mwn /N P19 ,MaR) "I2In° 7wy 1R 127
Why is the situation nowadays different from the situation described in
the Mishna? Give two reasons. (7 points)

N.

1)

2)

According to the Rambam, a person who is learning Torah is
permitted to marry at a later age, because a person who is
performing one mitzva is exempt from another mitzva

[7mznn 1 e anzna pown”].

Explain the Rambam's reasoning.

The Sages stated that a man must make sure he has a livelihood
before he gets married. However, the verse

(">,n”3,0127) ”..¥yBN 073 ..1120 N°2..0IRD TYR”

["you will betroth a woman...build a house...plant a vineyard..."]
seems to contradict this statement of the Sages.

According to the Rambam, how is this contradiction resolved?

(9 points)

4. Kiddushin and Nissuin [y pwnmp]

N.

a,

1)

(2)

What are Irusin (engagement) [pox] nowadays, and what were
Irusin in biblical times?

If we change the order of the letters of the words "oy x” and
"NOYIN”, we get the words 11X and p1oX.

The word "1ox” has two contradictory meanings: bond [Ywp] and
distance [p7].

Explain how each of these meanings is expressed in the life of a
couple during the period of their Irusin.

(9 points)
Rabbinical opinion [p>poon] is divided on the question of
whether a couple married in a civil marriage [D»nN prw] is

considered to be really married.

(1) What is civil marriage?

(2) Give one argument in support of the rabbinical opinion that the
couple is considered to be married or one argument in support of
the rabbinical opinion that they are not considered to be married.

(7 points)

/Continued on page 4/
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S. Purity and Impurity — a couple's conduct during the separation period
[Y 7t DTDR DY D922 N 231 NP0 — 790 IRV ]

N. (1) The prohibition to have intimate relations [mw>x »n] with a
woman who is niddah [n73] appears in the Torah directly after
the law prohibiting a man from marrying his sister.

What can we learn from the fact that these two prohibitions are
mentioned together [ma»no]?

(2) Initially, women were forbidden to get dressed up [vwpnn>] and
wear makeup during their niddah period, but, later, this
prohibition was lifted.

Explain why this prohibition was lifted.

(10 points)

3. Explain the expression "oywiwa nnv” ["fenced in with lilies"] and

explain its connection to the laws of separation between a man and

woman. (6 points)

/Continued on page 5/
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Answer questions in Part Two or Part Three, according to the
material you studied

Part Two (36 points)

If you studied Chapters 1-11 of the booklet, answer three of the questions
6-9 (each question — 12 points).
6. Family Customs and Maintaining Good Relations between Man and Wife

[21 32 2 DY NIdWM 171220 00|

N.

(1) Yosi and Rina are soon to be married. The customs followed in
Rina's parents' home are different from the customs in Yosi's
parents' home.

What customs should Rina follow after her marriage to Yosi?
Give the opinions of two different rabbinical authorities [DpD9].

(2) What key consideration is shared by both rabbinical authorities?

(7 points)

7012w DRI ...R27T D22 12 NP 1P 11 0293 17°N15 90X 0IRY 027127 19K

('R mwn /R pIo,nN)

The Mishna uses the expression “o1%w nxan” ["bringing peace"] and not

"DYw n»wy” ["making peace"].

According to the explanation of Rav Yisrael Lipschitz ("5xv> naxon”)

that you learned, what lesson [77y] can be learned from the use of the

expression ”01%w nxan”? (5 points)

7. Onah [ony msn]

N.

(1) What is the commandment of onah?
(2) Explain the importance of this commandment.

(8 points)
Give one essential difference between the male-female bond among
animals and the bond between a man and his wife. (4 points)

8. Divorce [pwii]

N.

a.

What is the decree of Rabbenu Gershom [Dyw13 19217 mypn] regarding

divorce and why did he issue this decree? (4 points)

(1) How can a Beit Din resolve the issue of extreme cases in which a
woman refuses to accept a get [bill of divorce]?

(2) According to Israeli law, name three sanctions that can be
imposed on a husband who refuses to give his wife a ger.

(8 points) /Continued on page 6/
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9.

Short Questions

Briefly answer three of the items x to 7 (each item — 4 points).

N.

Do

Why is a ring used to sanctify a woman in marriage [N sen7p]?
Give two reasons.

Name two customs concerning the remembrance of Jerusalem that
are performed at a huppa.

Give one reason for the obligation to perform ritual immersion
[P0 nYav] in water.

According to the Sefer Hahinuch [13°nn990], what is the reason for

the commandment to honor one's parents?

/Continued on page 7/
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Answer questions in Part Two or Part Three, according to the
material you studied

Part Three (36 points)
If you studied Chapters 1-6, 10-14 of the booklet, answer three of the questions
10-13 (each question — 12 points).

10. Family Customs and Maintaining Good Relations between Husband and
Wife [ 33 pa by nadwim 1230 anm]

N. (1) Yosi and Rina are soon to be married. The customs followed in
Rina's parents' home are different from the customs in Yosi's
parents' home.

What customs should Rina follow after her marriage to Yosi?
Give the different opinions of two different rabbinical authorities
[Dpoo].
(2) What key consideration is shared by both rabbinical authorities?
(7 points)
3. 7219w DRI L.R3T 02D 10 N 1P 1T 022 1NE POIR 0TXw 00127 19K”
('R mwn /R P9 ,nN9)
The Mishna uses the expression “o1%w nx27” ["bringing peace"] and not
"DYw mwy” ["making peace"].
According to the explanation of Rav Yisrael Lipschitz ("ox7> nixon”)
that you learned, what lesson [77y] can be learned from the use of the

expression "o%w nxan”? (5 points)

11. Divorce [pwvii]

N, What is the decree of Rabbenu Gershom [0 w2171 mipn] regarding
divorce and why did he issue this decree? (4 points)
2. (1) How can a Beit Din resolve the issue of extreme cases in which a
woman refuses to accept a get [bill of divorce]?

(2) According to Israeli law, name three sanctions that can be

imposed on a husband who refuses to give his wife a ger.

(8 points)

/Continued on page 8/



2N, 005374 0N YW YR, 19 9YaW 9NN -8 -
Oral Torah, Summer 2017. No. 005374

12. Family Conduct; Closeness and Distance in Married Life
[Dya130 »Na PINN N2 ;NNOWN YW IMDNiNa |

N.

(1) How did Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah [y )2 71yox »29] reply to the
Sages' request that he serve as Nasi [xow1]?

(2) According to Rav Avraham Yitzhak Hacohen Kook, explain the
lesson to be learned from Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah's reply.

(6 points)

A couple is commanded to observe laws of separation

[PPnann »»7] during the niddah period [n73] and during the 'seven clean

days' ["D»p) nyav”].

How do the laws of separation contribute to the bond between husband

and wife? List two points. (6 points)

13. Short Questions

Briefly answer three of the items x to 7 (each item — 4 points).

N.  Why is a ring used to sanctify a woman in marriage [nex »enmp]?
Give two reasons.

3. Name two customs concerning the remembrance of Jerusalem that
are performed at a huppa.

3. According to the Sefer Hahinuch [»nin9ov], what is the reason for
the commandment to honor one's parents?

T. (W D’an7) 720X DY MY PR DR LLAYEA 93500 MRy oIR pInT oy
Explain this statement in your own words.

~Good Luck! 19A5y 91
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