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“That which cannot be
measured

cannot be improved”

anTn

mipnn 7
healhh

mn19n 2A"¥mn

a"xmn
qMVP'TI'ND

D"Yo
DIV TI'ND

2wl
q1'na
© 2008 # 4



729n7 1IN

"The more any quantitative social indicator is used for

social decision making, the more subject it will be
to corruption pressures and the more apt it will be
to distort and corrupt the social processes it is
intended to monitor.”

"achievement tests may well be valuable indicators of
general school achievement under conditions of
normal teaching aimed at general competence.

But when test scores become the goal of the teaching
process, they both lose their value as indicators of
educational status and distort the educational
process in undesirable ways.”

Campbell, Donald T., "Assessing the Impact of Planned Social Change®“.
The Public Affairs Center, Dartmouth College, December, 1976.
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HOW HIGH-STAKES TESTING

CORRUPTS

AMERICA’S SCHOOLS

Sharon L. Nichols and Dawvid C. Berliner
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extraordinary attention being given to students who are just below
the basic/proficient cut point (sometimes called “bubble” students),
with perhaps considerably less attention given to other students.
From these perspectives, | would argue that the current

reauthorization of ESEA might be more aptly titled “Most Children
Left Behind.”

Advanced =T

Proficient  <_

,*; - 4— 'bubble" students

e
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Barack Obama will reform No Child Left Behind:

= Make Math and Science Education a
National Priority: Obama and Biden will
recruit math and science degree graduates
to the teaching profession and will support
efforts to help these teachers learn from
professionals in the field. They will also

work to ensure that all children have access

to a strong science curriculum at all grade
levels.

http://www.barackobama.com/issues/education/#k-12
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Linda Darling Hammond

NCLB contains some major breakthroughs: a)lu)rlzlzlmau%lgng
I
* First, by flagging differences in student performance by [BEE&E
race and class, it shines a spotlight on longstanding
iInequalities and could trigger attention to the needs of

n"nx1

students neglected in many schools !
= Second, by insisting that all students are entitled to
qualified teachers, the law has stimulated recruitment Jymn
efforts in states where low-income and "minority" .
students have experienced a revolving door of

inexperienced, untrained teachers. While recent studies Ealis
have found that teacher quality is a critical influence on ..
student achievement, teachers are the most inequitably [k

distributed school resource. This first-time-ever
recognition of students' right to qualified teachers is Qna
historically significant -



LDH 9% NCLB-n ni'7aan

Too many tests:
o No Child Left Untested
o No School Board Left Standing
o No Child's Behind Left

= At base, the law has misdefined the problem. It
assumes that what schools need is more carrots
and sticks rather than fundamental changes

= Focus on Testing Rather Than Investing

= Although NCLB requires "highly qualified
teachers," the lack of a federal teacher supply
policy makes this a hollow promise in many
communities.

http://www.thenation.com/doc/20070521/darling-hammond
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Who Controls Teachers’ Work?

SAVN Y

Schools are places of learning but they are also workplaces, and teachers are

employees. As such, are teachers more akin to professionals or to factory
workers in the amount of control they have over their work? And what

difference does it make?

Drawing on large national surveys as well as wide-ranging interviews with
high school teachers and administrators, Richard Ingersoll reveals the
shortcomings in the two opposing viewpoints that dominate thought on this
subject: that schools are too decentralized and lack adequate control and
accountability; and that schools are too centralized, giving teachers too little
autonomy.

Both views, he shows, overlook one of the most important parts of teachers'
work: schools are not simply organizations engineered to deliver academic
instruction to students, as measured by test scores; schools and teachers
also play a large part in the social and behavioral development of our
children.

As a result, both views overlook the power of implicit social controls in
schools that are virtually invisible to outsiders but keenly felt by insiders.
Given these blind spots, this book demonstrates that reforms from either
camp begin with inaccurate premises about how schools work and so are
bound not only to fail, but to exacerbate the problems they propose to solve.
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