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Possible
. Relevant Bench- | No. of | Possible Text Length of . Categories of
Domain Language Possible Item Types )
marks Tasks Types Texts Comprehension
Questions™
Access to understand the 2 advertisement Sentence Structure: Level One o filling in a chart / table | e Literal
Information the main idea and announcement simple, compound approximately |e matching e Integration
from Spoken supporting details conversation and some complex 80 - 100 e multiple-choice e Inference
Texts in a text and use interview sentences seconds e open-ended (e.g.
this knowledge as message Vocabulary: high wh-questions and
20% needed news report frequency words Level Two sentence completion)
identify different oral presentation (related to general approximately |e sequencing
text types and use speech issues) 100-120
this knowledge as story Verbs: a variety of seconds

needed

identify explicit
opinions and
feelings

locate relevant
information for a
specific purpose

weather report
excerpt from a
lesson

tense forms, such
as past simple, past
progressive, future,
present perfect,
imperative
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Possible
Domain Relevant Benchmarks No. of | Possible Text b Length of | Possible Item Categories A.n.
Tasks Types Texts Types Comprehension
Questions*

Access to understand the main ideas 3 advertisement Sentence Structure: | Level One o fillingina e Literal
Information and supporting details in a article / report simple, compound (two texts) chart / table o Integration
from Written text and use this knowledge book cover and some complex approximately e matching o Inference
Texts as needed brochure sentences 150 — 180 words | e multiple-

understand the structure and comic strip Vocabulary: high choice
60 % conventions of different text diary entry frequency words Level Two e open-ended

types and use this knowledge graph (related to general (one text) (e.g.

as needed letter / email issues / themes) approximately wh-questions

identify different text types
and use this knowledge as
needed

identify explicit opinions
and feelings

draw inferences in order to
identify points of view in a
text, distinguishing fact from
opinion

extract / interpret
information from visual data

message
notice

postcard

review

short expository
text

story

timetable /
schedule

travel guide
web page

Verbs: a variety of
tense forms, such
as past simple, past
progressive, present
simple, present
progressive, future,
present perfect,
imperative

250 - 300 words

and sentence
completion)
e sequencing

0"DWNN /N NND7 N1'72182 '0'19 2”X'D — NI'NAN NNAIN 10



Domain Relevant Benchmarks No. of Length of Tasks Possible Text Assessment Criteria
Tasks Types
Written e describe people, places, 2 Level One article (e.g. for Communicative Ability
Presentation things and events 50 — 70 words school newspaper) | e relevance
e react to the content of description o clarity of message
20% something read or seen Level Two extended form e organization
e produce a short piece 80 — 100 words friendly letter e appropriateness to text type
of coherent writing short composition | e vocabulary
that conveys personal story e length
experiences email
e express ideas and opinion Accuracy
opinions about general e use of basic syntactical and
topics and experiences grammatical structures (word
using main ideas and order and verb form)
supporting details e spelling
e basic punctuation and
capitalization
Domain

Social Interaction

Guidelines to be posted at a later date.
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* Categories of Comprehension

Lower Order Thinking Skills (LOTS)

Literal Comprehension: Literal comprehension refers to an understanding of the explicit
meaning of a text. Questions that require literal comprehension include items that can be an-
swered directly from the text at the sentence level. They can be questions that require either
copying or rephrasing of information from the text.

Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)

Integration: Integration refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text but also
requires accessing information from various parts of the text in order to answer a given ques-
tion. Questions that require integration include items that require thinking about how ideas
or information in the passage relate to each other as well as to an understanding of its main
idea and supporting details.

Inference: Inference refers to an understanding of the implicit meaning of a text. Questions
that require inference include items that involve combining the pupils’ literal understanding
of the text with their own knowledge and experiences in order to produce a response that is
not explicitly stated in the text. It also entails questions that require identification of a spe-
cific text type.

0"DWNN /N NND7 N1'72182 '0'19 2”X'D — NI'NAN NNAIN 12
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Access to Information from Spoken
Access to Information from Written Texts Written Presentation
Texts
60% 20%
20%
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks
Understand|Identify Identify Locate Understand |Understand (Identify Identify (Draw Extract/ |Describe |React Produce a |Express ﬂ Hﬂa
the main |different  |explicit relevant the main the structure |different  |explicit |inferences interpret  |people, [to the coherent  [ideas and «A.h_ muu
ideas and |text types |opinions and |information |ideas and  |and text types |opinions |in order information(places,  [content of |piece of opinions =4 K"
supporting feelings fora supporting |conventions [and use this [and to identify from visual|things and [something |writing that [about 8 -
details in a specific details in a |of different |knowledge |feelings |points of data events read or conveys general 'm qA_P
text purpose text text types  |as needed view in a text, seen personal  |topics and i *
distinguishing experiences |experiences
fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 1
la Literal 1#*
1b Literal [#*
Ic Literal 1 **
1d Literal [#*
le Literal %
2 Integration| 2%*

* Difficulty level is established by calculating the percent of correct answers for a particular item: 1 = 85%-100%; 2 = 65%-84%; 3 = 40%-64%; 4 = 20%-39%

** Difficulty level assessed by experts (estimated percent of correct answers for a particular item): 1 = 85%-100%; 2 = 65%-84%; 3 = 40%-64%; 4 = 20%-39%

0"DWNN /N NND7 NI72182 '10'9 2"X'D - NI'NAN NNAIN
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Access to Information from Spoken

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

Texts
60 % 20%
20%
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks
Understand|Identify Identify Locate Understand {Understand |Identify Identify (Draw Extract/ [Describe |React Produce a |Express ﬂ ._u_ﬂa
the main |different  |explicit relevant the main the structure |different  [explicit |inferences interpret  |people, to the coherent  [ideas and m_ =
ideas and |text types |opinions and |information |ideas and  |and text types  [opinions |in order information|places, content of |[piece of opinions =8 “"
supporting feelings for a supporting [conventions |and use this |and to identify from visual |things and [something [writing that |about 8 =
details in a specific details in a |of different |[knowledge [feelings [points of data events read or conveys general ..m M.h.
text purpose text text types  |as needed view in a text, seen personal  [topics and : &
distinguishing experiences |experiences
fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 2
3 Literal 2%
4 Literal 2%
5 Literal 2%%
6 Literal 2%%
7 Inference | 3**
Task 3
8 Literal 1
9 Literal 2
10 Literal 2
11 Literal 3
12 Inference 2

* Difficulty level is established by calculating the percent of correct answers for a particular item: 1 = 85%-100%; 2 = 65%-84%; 3 = 40%-64%; 4 = 20%-39%

** Difficulty level assessed by experts (estimated percent of correct answers for a particular item): 1 = 85%-100%; 2 = 65%-84%; 3 = 40%-64%; 4 = 20%-39%
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Access to Information from Spoken

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

Texts
60 % 20%
20%
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks
Understand|Identify Identify Locate Understand |Understand (Identify Identify [Draw Extract/ |Describe [React Produce a  |Express qﬂ. ..u_ﬂa
the main |different [explicit relevant the main the structure |different  |explicit |inferences interpret  |people, to the coherent  [ideas and qA_P m
ideas and |[text types |opinions and |information [ideas and  |and text types |opinions [in order information|places, content of |piece of opinions = K"
supporting feelings for a supporting [conventions |and use this |and to identify  |from visual|things and |something |writing that |about 8 =
details in a specific details in a |of different [knowledge |feelings |points of data events read or conveys general .M m_
text purpose text text types  |as needed view in a text, seen personal  |topics and ’ *
distinguishing experiences |experiences
fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 4
13 Integration 1
14 Literal 2
15 Literal 3
16 Integration 2
17 Integration 2
Task 5
| | | | 18 WP 3

* Difficulty level is established by calculating the percent of correct answers for a particular item: 1 = 85%-100%; 2 = 65%-84%; 3 = 40%-64%; 4 = 20%-39%

** Difficulty level assessed by experts (estimated percent of correct answers for a particular item): 1 = 85%-100%; 2 = 65%-84%; 3 = 40%-64%; 4 = 20%-39%
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Access to Information from Spoken

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

Texts
60% 20%
20%
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks
Understand|Identify Identify Locate Understand |Understand [Identify Identify (Draw Extract/ |Describe |React Produce a  |Express ﬂ_ =
the main |different  |explicit relevant the main the structure |different  |explicit |inferences [interpret |people, |[to the coherent  [ideas and M.P m._uu
ideas and |text types |opinions and |information |ideas and  |and text types  [opinions |in order information|places, content of |piece of opinions = ,A"
supporting feelings for a supporting [conventions |and use this |and to identify  |from visual [things and |something |writing that |about 5 3
details in a specific details in  |of different |[knowledge [feelings [points of data events read or conveys general ..m ,.A.P
text purpose atextand |texttypes [as needed view in a text, seen personal  |topics and ’ *
use this and use this distinguishing experiences |experiences
knowledge |knowledge fact from using main
asneeded |as needed opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 6
19 Literal 2
20 Literal 3
21 Integration | 4
22a Integration | 3
22b Integration | 3
22¢ Integration 3
23 Inference 3
Task 7
24 _ WP -3

* Difficulty level is established by calculating the percent of correct answers for a particular item: 1 = 85%-100%; 2 = 65%-84%; 3 = 40%-64%; 4 = 20%-39%

** Difficulty level assessed by experts (estimated percent of correct answers for a particular item): 1 = 85%-100%; 2 = 65%-84%; 3 = 40%-64%; 4 = 20%-39%

0"DWNN /N NND7 N172182 '0'19 2”X'D — NI'NAN NNAIN 16



17

INANA MAYAT NN 22 1D

[NAN 7¥ NI2YNN NRIZ7 WURIN )IY'N7 190N~N1A7 VU7 INMODY YT 790 1T 719
,0IN2NN NI'TID 7Y N'PY7 ,NN'DA [N2NN NNAYN TVINT DNPNN YTHN NI9N 27¥'NDN
NMINN 'T{7ON7 ,AND1 [N2NN NIAYA [DIN7 ,0'TNIN ODIX '7Y] D' T'N7N7 NION'NNT

.ONNN] 11IY'NY71 1900 TN [N2NN N1AYN 197 AT 719 N7 AW TV

INADA NAYR N7 WM 1.

NN D»PY ¥ N NI DY DXTIION MY ND DNIPY NIIYND TYPNH 1Y NN NN NNAYH 9N
12 DTN PNRY 190712 2009 NN 10 ,070VNN NI V7V L)HYNRI DA 190NN NIANN
oW ML N ,2009 NN 11 ,070VUNN 9PN I/ PIY D12 9NN NN NIN YD NYNRI DI

S TVINND DXTID Y YN TY

4PN Sy IN20N TN DY MIN2IN MDA DOTPNONY WNID WTIND \ODN 101505 NyNIn
7019 1PN DRN) 190NN NOVINND DRNNI DR, PININIINT WYHY DWW DY 125530 IINN
ANMT2Y DNNY NYTIN NOYIN DRN ,NTIVNI NOLIAN 1PN DN, THOND

939 JN2NN DX YN XODIN 99 NYINKY 9907~ H2 1IN JN2ANN MORY HY NPNIDN DY NPNHY
DYDY N21VY I3 PWINT MAPH MNII NN DY NIIYD .AYY NNINIDY O IMNI 'N MND
232 MY ¥ 0227 190N 12YPY JNINI ITTHY INRD LTI DY G0N DORWYD DV "N5TH
.D»PNN 92 NNV INKD 0) 1N NPMIN NIDN DY MPDIN DY) DNNIANN DY DIPDIN DY WIND

4.2 PYD NI 190NN 139980 1NANN 199N NNANNN

.DYTNIONT 12YPY NONN XINY ('K NDN) JNINN DY 7252 THN NDNI DPDIY 1T NI :1N212D NON
N NI NNHVYNN DX 1IN0 DWNnD ,ORNNI TIONY 1900112 DY 1NN MPNYND wwn ¥ OX
100 INIMY INK MININ PIND 532 NN

ONDN MONPNN NIDII 11NN OPI MIIWNN 101N D298 03 DI TNRIN NINAY MWD
NNIPY TV TN TWOND W IOR DX THIOND D20 MYN NND »TI .0 TNPN DN MDY DXTROND
YWY DTRIND MOTHN MIIN DYDY DITNIN NN OYNNN YNIND 19D~ 1PI> 27300 NN
NN YT (PPNOY 2.2 PYD INI) TNSD ONNNA DTN NI NTIA) NP N8P (ORI »Yp 0D
NN MPDIN JNINT MDY 1INV ,OWND) 1DIAPY MNRNNN MTIN DY DN DI TNINN
DYTRINN MXIAP DONN ,2.2 ,8IN PYDI (NMITI NINIPN ,DOYOPNRD INAND NPDN ,DOMIPY)

213997 278502 JPHN MONMNNN DN DITHPNN DIIINN MDY

TN INND DPYIAYI JNINT MIIND DN DITNOND PINND IWON :DP9ND DINAND NINN
ADPTD PNV HPYLN) JNANN NIV

0"DWNN /N NNDY7 N172182 '10'19 2"X'D - NI'NAN NMAIN



3NANY YT 118

NNN 932 IPNYIT TV Y Td DY .YIWIN MIANI MDOWN 5510 1NINN
N90YN DANXN YHWIN NIAN MOV NN NOIN NVOHPN .MNINN

0"DWNN /N NND7 N172182 '0'19 2”X'D — NI'NAN NNAIN 18



DTN DN Y2 DFTNTNT NION'AN 2.

2”0 N120N2 DITND 021X '7Y2 0'IN117 NIMWOKRN NINKNNA 701y DTN §'Y0Nn
,01221N1 D'NMINI NIN'N 'RIN 17X NINIAPZA WWONRN 700 021 D' T'N7N7 TWONR7 @ 210190
7271w 01NN NID'NA YIID7 171 NIRTEL[RI7N2 NITIN'ZD DAMI7IDY IR RVA7 1701'W 11D
DN7 D'IN'N D'RINND DX D'TAPD 02X 7Y D T'N7NY7 7907 X1 019N 27NN 'IN2NA
D'DIXN '7V2 D'T'N7NN 9N INRT .NIYN 1IIR7 190NTN] DINANAI NOLVIYA NT'NT2
D'YITIN O'RINN NX {790 [N2W NITID1 N2'NA NIN'D 1IN D7 1900~ N NX7' .0 TNIN

NDIT21 MIX7 [NT NODIN MDY ,ARI7N) N7RN D T'N7NT

102N 0239Y oY DX10N HY MIAPY MONMPNNN 1IN VIO 1PoNH

DYTNINN DY DLW NN DX PITAD TY JNINN LINPNAN TINND HY NN D120 DI TPNION
MNRND INYT NP 197Dy IWAND D12 99017112 120 .11PD991 DXTIDDN NN 297Dy MDINI
NN PR PNYNN 2700 NNYTA NN DY . TNHON DI DY (MITN> PPN NMON) Y'NNY DXNNA

DN DTNROND DN PN

YTNRON VNI TN NVONIN AIPYN NONN NIMNNY DININ MY MNI2 DT0N
DN DY DN NNV INND 90NN INN DY INYT JI3POPWD 1NN M0N0 27301 1DOWiN
v NNY DY LOND DYTNIONN DY NTNON 9PN DINDHD IPRY 1N D000 DTN
X )20 .NMa0 DMMNY DY NN OMONNVN DY DY MNIANT MYITN MIWYNL PINY
NPV, DPDOLMPN DM ONNNA DIND ,DMN PNIAY TN DIpYo PIN 1900 M2
DXYYNDN DXPONN DMN MVY 91> 90NN ,)2 WD . TNION DI DY H'NNY DNXNNY ,NPNIANM

.DYOPN NNIY JNANN DN ONIYA IX90 N ,MYP MIRYN X JNINN DY

DOD2) W NP :APUN NNINN NINRNY DINIT DIRY NTNY MNPD Oyl DIPNRdN
(NDY P2Y 9NN DI O PNAX IAYY PA) NDOUN TMONN N122HNY DINIT DPNY DITNION
91 90NNV DTNIOND NI NININ .NNID INIPA IOV NN HYp DY DTN TN
790022 DNMPNNT DNNIANIY qOIWN NTNON TONNT DNPXRMN DONIN DNY PODY TNNI
DOIN 1INAD DN 1AW 19IN ININD ININN JNANI 1IN NHN DI1PNHN 23 \IMIN MWD TIND
TNNN 97OY DIRMIN DININT 1IN 1132929 AWPa DIYP *HYa DO TNON L9907 N%1a 595 1972

ANMT21 DYLPN 1N NANN NPIPN ,NVPY NN ,TIA) ITN)

(7292 ynwan Nan Sy M wn 59191) 1NANN DY N PHNND DNV AYIRY NINPY KDy DITNON
22101 PIN WON = PNOY 2. PI9TNN INI) NON MMOWN NID IWIN> NN DNDY 92101 O8N
)nana

YA DPNLND D) PN YINWA NON MNMPNN 2781 0 2D WY
.D¥1NY1 D99

4.1-3 PYD (N)3/ND "yap MXNN” 572310 NN TTNNN 297Dy ,DITAN DININ NN MXNN 27¥NN NN 2
(7"HNN MNN2D/"DMWIN IR /27NN) DPIIN DNNIN DXTNVN DXIIN DY DITHOND MNNNN XY
.00 MIOLNI O1TID 190NN

19 v"ownn,/nannY? N'72182 1 2”¥M - NIFNIA NM2IN



NN NN NAYAT NITH DI 3.

NI'NIN '9~7Y |N2NN N2V .AN'D2 [NANN N1Ayn7 NI'772 NI'Nan NRXIM nfn 9'yoa
PRIY'T NX XOA7 DY NINTIN TN7N 707 |NMILINann NRN'HN NNVAN7 DNNN NITNXR
.D'TIN'7N ANINA INV!'7YW NT'ND NN

12VNY 102N NIAYH NYY

V399710 DY2I1DYN DN NI PRV, DM DXTRINN JNAY MYV JNIAND DX DOPOXOMN e
D) YN DN, DTN DY DY YT MYWHVN MYW D»PNN MNNNN 273070 .0ND
OND MYV 210097 JNANN NN

PN TP TYN MPOON RO MPT 90 NIN IMNOWA 7AYINN NIAND ASPINN YT e
WPTY DTNON DX .NIAND NVNY DD Dy MMM YND DIV DTNINNY 1D
MO NP AT NADN DNY NNO IWON JNAND DX DOWND YT MODN MpPT 1NnId
NPT 15 0y AR v NODN NND NOW DM ,NIpn D31 190N nuoNnd
NN IND PR OOIN DMWY TRV PN TYN DY DXTROND WNIND ¥ NN NONNN N9
NN DYDD INNN YA TYN NN MON DY 2INDD PRI 1NN TONNA DX TIONN

192 ININN NN WMDY DYPRONN OX YIAP> 19DN"12 :A8PINN TN DIN 232 INanh 1o
TN 2W PITAD NOND OXTRONN DX TTIYD M9 .IXIND INSY IN NI VINY ASPIND PO OIN
.DMIIND DN NDNY 191 INND PN ,0MIVD

YNY> N9 NN DY MINIIN MMIN P NIAY MHINT 7NND I Y9N :BND NN NNIYD
NPHN NN TN IWRY NN MINT XODIND AP AMYAN TNSY )N DNN NI NN

0"DWNN /N NND7 N172182 '0'19 2”X'D — NI'NAN NNAIN 20



:N'722N7 nInn 7@ rTron

217w 29D TPOIIND NN MO NN NONNN NAY :JNANN NHNNN 295 MINaN 1PN .1
ANANN 2IN2 YN MININ MM’ DXTNIND NPOII MININ INYT

YOO NOD NN NN DY MIVLNN NNKX :INANN At DI PNRIND MONY NI n .2

MDYN W 795 .00 DOYPN DX DX TNONN DY MY NN MO TPIIND NNIND

AT NAY HININD NN I DN NN I3 DIXIW DXTRINNY MONWI TIWND

NONN MONXYN 297DY .DONIW DYTNINNY MIONYI NN DY NMINAIN MNYI2 JNIAND

DY WY MIPDN PIONY NPNINTO NN NNID NN DIV NN MINIIN 29O
NP2 IRNNN J9IN

:INANN NYYI NIWUNN MiNN 7¢ I'T'{79N

MY 19N NND XY 3 TINYIY JNIND MNNIN DX XITPY OPRINN IN Mo .1
0N TIIYD 1Y OXTRINN I XTND W .5 Tnyaw (Task 1) 1 nnovnd

MY PYD NI DXTNIOND YNHWIN NN MNWN DN NODI1DN NLVOPN NN WNHYND .2
(Pnow "ynwin man

1NN ML DY ITON DY NI JNIANN DY PPN ToNNn DY NP .3

MONY DYy DXTNRIND DYDY PN O 27 IDOY ONNSY J9INT TY THON DIV XTID .4
120 IN N2 NN DY NI INANT MORY DX NIPNY 19NN DINNI MPOIVN
10N NVND DXTRONN NN

YN NN NVID DYTNOND WANDY ,JAT DY XND NDD ,NNN NOPY NTIAY DPNN N .5
NP2 N2I0N 1NN DOV

19092 IN (NI NNNA NIIN, NI XD DIT) DDV NPYI PINI DXTIIND Y»DY .6
IN227 TONNI MDY DIIND NYIX JNN) 10NN 19IND MNUP 1PRY NPYIN N1y
(121 M»MIN NPYIAI 719V 1900711 NPPTN 197Dy

DPMVN NN PITAD DN YPID ,)NANN MORY DI DY DdYND DXTROINN DN TTWD .7
N2 ININD DWIN N

NN ION PDIND 17NN ON) 1NN ToNNI DONW DTRINNY MONWD NN Tynd .8
YOV IPININD 1NN DY PPN PYD NI (N2

MONYN DNX DI DY NWN D30 NSPIND MNIPIN 190D NN NIDN DY 1IN0 IWIN .9
JNann

2.2 PYDI DOVLNINT DININD NN VAP PN DITNRON :DARMN NN ININD DININ DTN
NIV ,INIPD TNXD) DINN NMID NV INL(MITHN NN MINN ,DWND) DN MNIA DOV
AV

21 v’ownn,/n AN N72182 101D 27X - NIFNAA NNAIN



N3N OPoN 992 NOR o103 vinown 1919

YAV NOVYND NINNNN NVIPI .YAWIN NIINT MWD N 27 1 MW :$AUIN NIAH MNIYnI
OOWNT DPD INND .MONYN DY NNYD 10T DXTROND ISP PINNDY ,0MNYS PYNIN LOPLN
WNYND YW MONYN DY NNIYD 193 DX TNOND NSPIN PINKRDY,DMNYI NN DOPLN YHPYIN NNIYRIN

A1 PYD INT) PINKN NN ) PINT GNIN NVIPNN PONN .DXTNIND NNN DY NVIPN NN

:IN2NN NFI7N 197 D'T'N7NT7 NI'Nn
YNV NMI JNINT I PIXD W NN NNY JNINND DIVN IR DTNRONY P00 v .1
YNV MI2N2 MWN

MIAYD 1PN INRD O (3 TINY) MINNNN DN XIPY OTRONN DX DN v .2
.5 Tmyaw (Task 1) 1 noownd

YPON 932 NOR OMIVPON PO H51D) NITY ND DN NI WIWN I XD ¥ L3
JNann

JPONNN NOYA 1NN MWD NN 2INDY PIXI PSY v 4
.DYTNIONN MY T JIT NI XD W L5

MIMNDN MINYI .HNNI MIRYN (17732737) MIND MONYN 121N NNV XD ¥ L6
N2IWNN DN INDD ¥ MMNAN MONYI .IMKX JP0D OPOYY DNN NN NIWD v
129 TYvNn 0pna

QAT A5 JN2NT DX MDY DX MYYD ODY P> 1N DXTRIND PIA0NDY v .7

Y MDRYN DI DY DYDY MIINN MIXII NAND ONMNND OXTHONNN wpad v .8
IN NWNN DN DYTY DPNY DN NNT) OX D) ,NONY DI DY WY MDD DN WNND
1)2) DNIVNY DNV DINY

DINDMPYO INOYY) JNANN NYY DNMNNN OO DX DOTHROND PIA0NY v .9
(101 MONY NOINRY

93 NN 12 91909 KDY JN2HDD 1IN NN NIWD VLININ DN 0NN NPISN NN DI1A5N5 NN
N2 DN DY DWND DYDY MORY DN DY DYTRIND 1PNAND v ,(1PNDY 4.2 PYD INI) MORYD
MM DY NON D0 NI DN )X WINT 1D XD MOVIINT MINWYN I PNIAND v

0"DWNN /N NND7 N172182 '0'19 2”X'D — NI'NAN NNAIN 22



23

IN2NA |PIN2 1900~ N2 DIINT DINNAD 4.
INAYn |DINAI

Y37ND YOIRNND 1MW XIN TN DOYIND MNINN TN 21901 D29 1NN NI 109N 273010
ADPNIIN 10 DNPVLITIVD NPT NIV Y NN 27ND TN NNT) 190N~ M3

D2YNY NN 190 NYT OIND D32 DTN NMOND NNDNI 0N 27NN MNNIAN ,INIPY
YNNI, NTRIIRNNN 22NN 190NN P MNY DN»P ,NNT DY .ININN DNNINNA DXTRIND
1122 NPNROM IRNNN DY INDN NDODND NN ION OXNYD [, TPNNI YOITIVD INP DY 27300

plapdlv)a

D772 IMN TIND IN/IMDNIAN 2707 JN2N NN PAYAD INYT IPOW 29 INYI 190N 11, 729D
1991 PIINSINY I JNINT MNNDD T MIVAN DNMP I .NPNINT MYAINTD NINND MNY
,0OP TN TIION ORYNI NN INNND PNIIND YINI MVINN NP 220NN H190N" N0 Y1)

DY M1 Y3 DT DY DMNNINTD YNNI

ARNYN 71990 IWOARD RO 913990 279NN HY NMVITIVD KD N9a¥N 2D NND 2WN ,NNT DY
DPYIND INNYNN MNP HYINY NapD

213990 27912 YINYYN NYNMIND MNIVANR NNI 1onH

TV AN MY MDIWNN INTH J9INI 132 MONINI JNANT 1NN 11910 1NN 19N HNANND .1

NI PITAD 12 DODYIIN DIRWINDY JNINT MIRYI WRIND PIYD XONI .IN» MIAIND MDIWN)

NIV AN MIDNIDN MNOWN/MIRY D0IY IWON DIXINNN NN .12 DN DI YO NN
.DVYPNN DXTNRIND NN DX DIRNND D) IWON 1Y 19INT 021010 1PN WONI JMN 21020

:NH22 1N2NN NIIYNI MNINNN .2

DNDN2 INXPY N 1IPNIAN TYN DN PIRNDD ON VIONND 21D 190012 — NPNAN JYn e
.DINN DPOY TID? DY IN JNIN TIWY DMOYD

DYTYINI DPIAYNDY DXPION NNID INIANN NN POND WAN — DIYOPN NNIA NN NIAYD e
90NN YAPIW DIRYIN 11D 290 DY

30 PYD N - NPrTAN PPHNA Y L3

0"DWNN /N NNDY7 N172181 '10'19 2"X'D - NI'NAN NNAIN



0”0WNN /N AND7 N'72181 'N119 27X - Arma nain | 24



25

INANA NP'T27 RINIA 22779

(NN XY 729N N'YUKRIL.1117X]T [ NANN N{7'TAA190N N’ NIX7yr"ow y1TN 77001 1719
|DIX2) DAI'X¥N AIWNI D'IN2NN ]'l|7"ll'7 nrninn,0'IN1NN N7'TaNnyaia YIN'Y7 NIrnanni
NXIWNN 7Y D200 X 210D .('7D|7N 7y DDIANN '70 — NNAN'NA IX [ID21N2/D0"21Pa T
MAIT190N™'N2A 775 ,19007'M21 7720) nXwnn NIXI7 11N P2arSon—n'a 7w DM |'2

ANENIRD TYINA INDIDN'Y ,(N'2Y AT 190N~ N1 775 ,NNay

N{T'T2 Y2 2 YID'WT DPNIAALINDA- 1.
D'INNN

V9 ND NN PIND NNNN IYIND DI LMD INHD NNAD XHND YY) ,DNBN NPNND
NNV NNY,NPIVAND YININ NN DY MNON D91 ,10979 DD NN NN DN ,(NINS/N1I271Y)
.12IVWNY DN

,29 MY
STI9)2 PYD DD PN NND W e
PYY DWN ROV NORY DI DY MTIP) DAN D2AP> NN e

DPMIVAND DXONMNN DY NNV IN DIIWN /NIVWND DI NIV” INIMIY NTNYL e

,2=0 NI TIPNN Y 2D ,OWND DN L(DNVIN 11D T2 D) MYNND IMIVOX JMNX) TIPNN

DN D32 51> TNONN 2,0 1INI ON .MTIPI 2 N DNNX ATIPI ,MTIPI DX DA 513> TNHONN
.D»P2 TIPN NOD ,MTIPY 2 N MNP)

DIND ,NNN NIWDN INY THRONN YO0 NIAY NONYD DNMNND ¥ (1772727) MIMND MONYL e
293 POy YN N

0"DWNN /N NNDY7 N172182 '10'19 2"X'D - NI'NAN NMAIN



V”0OWNN,'NMO 1”N'N ,’N NNDY7 N'72IN] [NANT |IIND

Use of punctuation in the answer key

; | Separates complete acceptable answers
() | An optional addition that is part of an acceptable answer

/| Separates acceptable words within an answer

TASK 1: Access to information from spoken texts

Task Item # Item Type Answer Key Coding
Range
la op 1 = Sports Center 0,1
0 = other (no other option)
1b oP 1= 4:00 0,1
0 = other (no other option)
1lc OP 1 = finish poster 0,1
0 = other (no other option)
1d OP 1 = hear Dan Jones 0,1
0 = other (no other option)
le op 1 = school gate 0,1
0 = other (no other option)
2 OP 3 = Micki’s/his plans; what Micki/he is going to do; plans 0,1,3
with Micki/his friends/Micki’s friends; meetings/plans
(for the next week); (school) activities; next week;
meeting friends (to do things together)
1 = school; Micki; messages to Micki
0 = other

TASK 2: Access to information from spoken texts

Task Item # Item Type Answer Key Coding
Range
3 OP 3 = The pupil marked the following three sentences only: 0,3
- Turn off the lights
- Bring lunch in a box
- Recycle used paper
0 = other (no other option)
4 CL 2 = (a) are not easy to recycle 0,2
0 = other
5 OP 2 = (Put) a (blue) bag (for paper) in each/every classroom 0-2
1 = a bag for paper; a blue bag
0 = other
6 CL 2 = (a) recycling paper 0,2
0 = other
7 CL 3 = (b) Save the Planet 0,3
0 = other
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TASK 3: Access to information from written texts
Task Item # Item Type | Answer Key Coding
Range
8 (0) 4 = My Story 0,4
0 = other (no other option)
9 CL 4 = (c) the writer of the book 0,4
0 = other
10 OP 4 = (She wanted) to make new friends; (She wanted) to 0,2,4
change her life; (She wanted) to meet new people;
Diana made her meet new friends/ convinced her to
try/told Kim she is (really) good at basketball
2 = She liked sports; new friends; change life OR copying
a sentence that contains the right answer
(e.g. “We’ll meet new people there.”)
0 = other (e.g. This was the beginning of her career as a
basketball player; Because she was afraid to meet new
people.)
11 OP 4 = Jane Lewis; Jane; Lewis; (basketball) coach 0,4
0 = other (no other option)
12 CL 4 = (b) friendship 0,4
0 = other
TASK 4: Access to information from written texts
Task Item # Item Type | Answer Key Coding
Range
13 CL 4 = (c) birthdays in different countries 0,4
0 = other
14 opP 4 = give/buy/get (a) clock/(a) watch/(a) clock or (a) watch. 0,4
0 = other (e.g. money; presents)
15 OP 4 = (that) someone who lives in the house has 0,2,4
a birthday
2 = birthday
0 = other (e.g. birthdays are special)
16 CL 4 = (a) wrote email messages to 0,4
0 = other
17 CL 4 = (c) eat special foods 0,4
0 = other
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TASK 5: Written presentation

Task Item # Item Type | Answer Key Coding
Range

18 CA Communicative Ability OP See instructions below 0-5

18 AC Accuracy OP See instructions below 0-3

Assess the pupils’ writing according to the scales below. The pupils receive a grade for Communicative Ability (0-5) and a
grade for Accuracy (0-3) for the entire task.

Note: The intermediate levels (2 and 4) are for levels of writing that fall between the detailed descriptions in
Communicative Ability.

Communicative Ability

e The information is relevant to the topic
e Message is clear and organized 5
e Vocabulary is varied and appropriate

4
e Most information is relevant to the topic
e Message is mostly clear and organized 3
e Vocabulary is adequate and is generally appropriate

2
o Information is limited and / or mostly irrelevant to the topic
e Message is difficult to follow 1
e Vocabulary is limited
o  Writes less than 25 words
e Only copies instructions
o Writes set(s) of isolated words 0
e Does not write in English
Accuracy
e Correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e Occasional errors in compound or more complex sentences if attempted 3
e Mostly correct subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Mostly correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
o Inconsistent use of simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e Many errors in compound or complex sentences if attempted ’
e Some errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Some errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
o Incorrect simple sentence structure
e Many errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions OR 1
e not enough language to assess accuracy
e Only copies instructions
e  Writes set(s) of isolated words 0
e Does not write in English

{- NN TNy TUNRN
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TASK 6: Access to information from written texts

Task
Item #

Item

Type

Answer Key

Coding
Range

19

CL

4=

(b) a magazine for teenagers
other

0,4

20

CL

0=

(c) in the front
other

0,4

21

OP

ground
other (no other option)

0,2

22a

OP

What ride is the most popular? What ride do most

people like the best? What is the favorite/best/most

popular ride (at the amusement park)?

other (e.g. What do you like the best? Why do you like the
amusement park? What is the only reason to go to an amusement
park?)

0,2

22b

OP

speed/going fast, feeling of danger (Both answers must be given.)

= speed/going fast; feeling of danger (Only one answer is given.)

other (e.g. exciting)

22¢

OP

crazy (riders), noisy (riders), safe (riders) (All three answers must
be given.)
two correct answers

= one correct answer

other (no other option)

23

OP

name of rider + explanation (e.g. I am a crazy rider
because I like to put my hands in the air/the ride is
the best when you sit in the front.)

explanation only (e.g. I like to scream.)

= name of a rider only (e.g. safe rider)

other (e.g. I like roller coasters.) OR explanation doesn’t support
the type of rider (e.g. I am a ground rider because I love roller
coasters.)

0-3
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TASK 7: Written presentation

Task Item # Item Type Answer Key Coding Range
24 CA Communicative Ability OP See instructions below 0-5
24 AC Accuracy OP See instructions below 0-5
24 LE Length OP See instructions below 0-2

Assess pupils’ writing according to the scales below. The pupils receive a grade for Communicative Ability (0-5), a grade
for Accuracy (0-5) and a grade for Length (0-2) for the entire task.

Note: The intermediate levels (2 and 4) are for levels of writing that fall between the detailed descriptions in
Communicative Ability and Accuracy.

Communicative Ability

e All information is relevant to the topic
e Message is clear and organized 5
e Vocabulary is varied and is appropriate

4
o Information is relevant to the topic, but limited
e Message is mostly clear and organized 3
e Vocabulary is adequate and is generally appropriate

2
o Information is limited and/or mostly irrelevant to the topic
e Message is difficult to follow 1
e Vocabulary is limited
e Does not write in English ¢ Copies instructions ¢ Writes set(s) of isolated words 0
Accuracy
e Correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e Occasional errors in more complex sentences if attempted 5
e Mostly correct subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Mostly correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

4
e Mostly correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e Errors in complex sentences if attempted 3
e Some errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Some errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

2
e Incorrect simple sentence structure
e Many errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions OR 1
e not enough language to assess accuracy
e Does not write in English ¢ Copies instructions ¢ Writes set(s) of isolated words 0
Length
Writes at least 80 words 2
Writes between 60-79 words
Writes less than 59 words 0
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Answer machine voice: You have three new messages.

(Message 1) a boy

Hi Micki, this is Alon. Remember, there's a football game after school next Monday at
4 o'clock. Our school team is playing against the team from Arad. It's the last football

game before the summer vacation. Let's meet at the sports center next to school, OK?
(Message 2) a boy

Hello Micki. It's Eyal. I need to talk to you about the poster for English class — the one
about Jerusalem. We have to present the poster to the class next week so we need to
finish it. We decided to meet next Tuesday afternoon to work on it, remember? See you

in the English room after school on Tuesday at 2:30. Bye!
(Message 3) a boy

Hi Micki. It's Sami. I got your message and, yes... I can come with you to Sports Day
next Wednesday afternoon. Dan Jones, the famous football player is going to be there.
He's my favorite player on the Tel-Aviv football team and I'd really like to meet him. I
heard that he is going to talk about his new book — My Game. The talk is in the school
library at 5:00 but we can meet at the school gate at 4:30. Call me. Bye!

DIONYN DY DY POy
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Transcript — a woman, a boy and a girl

Mrs. Green: Okay... next... For our class project, we are going to find out what we can
do at school to help take care of our planet Earth. The Earth — the world that we live in —
is in trouble. We can all do something to help. To begin with, we can all do three simple
things here at school.

First, we can turn off all the lights when we leave the classroom. This saves electricity.
Second, we can put any paper we don't need in the big blue bag next to the main office.
The used paper is collected and made into new paper. We call this 'recycling' — taking
something that has been used and making it usable again... like we do with plastic
bottles. And third... we can bring our lunch in a box instead of a plastic bag. We do not
need to use so many plastic bags. Think about it... There are 40 kids in this class... In
just one week, we probably throw away more than 200 plastic bags.

Any questions or ideas? Yes, Elana.

Elana: What's wrong with plastic bags?

Mrs. Green: Plastic bags aren't like plastic bottles. It is very difficult to recycle plastic
bags so we should try not to use them. We can find out more about using different bags
for our class project. <<pause>> Mike...?

Mike: I have an idea about collecting paper. Let's put a blue bag in every classroom.
That way it will be easier to collect the paper for recycling.

Mrs. Green: Great idea, Mike! I'll tell Mrs. Summers. Okay kids... So what are we
going to do? Who remembers? Anna?

Anna: Turn off all the lights, recycle paper and bring our lunch in a box.

Mrs. Green: Exactly! Good job! Tomorrow we are going to learn about recycling
paper. We're going to watch a movie about it. See you tomorrow!
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INANAN NWIN N9 i T N9
Guidelines for English Eight Grade

Meitzav 2009

Introduction

Overview

The Hebrew acronym Meitzav (n>190 12 NN My »110) has been translated
into GEMS (Growth and Effective Measures of Schools). As reflected in the name,
GEMS consists of a battery of tests, of which the English test is only one component.
We suggest that when analyzing the results teachers take note of data collected
from the other components of GEMS, and integrate the information to provide a
more comprehensive picture of their school in terms of achievement in the core
subjects (Hebrew/Arabic, Mathematics, English, Science), school climate and
pedagogical environment.

The internal Meitzav English test covers two domains in the English curriculum —
Access to Information and Presentation. (The domain of Social Interaction is
assessed on a sample of schools.) The test was designed to assess the achievement
of some of the benchmarks (in particular, those benchmarks that can be assessed
through more traditional testing procedures). The test is divided in three parts due
to both logistic and pedagogical considerations. The first part is composed of two
listening texts (of graduated level of difficulty) designed to assess the benchmarks in
the domain of Access to Information from oral texts. The second part is composed of
two reading texts (of graduated level of difficulty) that are designed to assess the
benchmarks in the domain of Access to Information from written texts, as well as

one written task designed to assess benchmarks in the domain of Presentation. The
third part is composed of one reading task (most demanding) that is designed to
assess the benchmarks in the domain of Access to Information from written texts
and one written task (more demanding than the previous written task) designed to
assess benchmarks in the domain of Presentation.

The purpose of these guidelines is to provide teachers with a better understanding
of the aims of the Meitzav English test and the test content, as well as to enable
them to make use of the test results in their classroom teaching. Included in this
guide is a mapping of the test together with a detailed Answer Key for grading
student performance. It also presents analyzed samples of student performance,
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including common errors as well as pedagogical recommendations for classroom
teaching. This analysis may serve teachers in analyzing and interpreting the results of
their classes, in diagnosing students' strengths and weaknesses, as well as in allowing
comparison of performance against national norms.

Ministry Publications

The ministry provides a number of publications that you will find helpful in your
teaching. The Ministry site for English can be found at the following URL:
http://www.education.gov.il/english

The following are short descriptions of relevant publications with links to each.

National English Curriculum

"The goal of this new curriculum is to set standards for four domains of English
language learning: social interaction; access to information; presentation; and
appreciation of literature and culture, and language. According to this curriculum, by
the end of twelfth grade, pupils should be able to:
interact effectively in a variety of situations,
obtain and make use of information from a variety of sources and media,
present information in an organized manner,

e appreciate literature and other cultures and the nature of language."
Online: http://www.education.gov.il/tochniyot limudim/engl.htm#2 2

Curriculum for Pupils with Special Needs

"The purpose of the booklet is to serve as a guide for the modification and
implementation of the National English Curriculum (2001) for students with
disabilities."

Online: http://cms.education.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/4484CB64-E1CC-4DDE-B38C-
DOC704E538F4/71242/English0137.pdf

Assessment Guidelines 2001

"This booklet seeks to explain the principles of classroom assessment as outlined in
Section One of the English Curriculum: Principles and Standards for Learning English
as a Foreign Language for All Grades (Ministry of Education, 2001, pp. 19-20). It
focuses on a performance-based approach to education in general and classroom
assessment in particular, and is closely connected to the Curriculum’s underlying
principles."

Online:

http://cms.education.gov.il/EducationCMS/Units/Mazkirut Pedagogit/English/Publi
cations/Assessment Guidelines/
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Bank of Performance Tasks for Junior High School

"The tasks in the bank cover a range of benchmarks at the intermediate level and are
intended to enhance the repertoire of available instruments for assessing students.
Student performance on the various tasks provides the teacher with information as
to student language development and achievement. The tasks also serve as models for
teachers wishing to develop their own performance tasks."

Online:
http://cms.education.gov.il/EducationCMS/Units/Rama/maagaraimesimot/MaagreMesimot

/MaagarMisimot.htm

0D /N NN NN 'N1ID 17X - NN Nnaimn



Mapping of the English Meitzav Test

Introduction

The mapping of the test consists of the following: a) an overview of each of the tasks,
b) the text itself (where relevant), and c) item information relating to levels of
comprehension1 and levels of difficultyz, or a scoring rubric (where relevant).

For the tasks related to the domain of Access to Information from oral texts, the
overview includes the following: a) a description of the text (text type, topic,
linguistic aspects, length of texts), b) the transcript of the text and test items
(number and type), c) suggestions for administration and d) pedagogical
recommendations for classroom teaching.

For the tasks related to the domain of Access to Information from written texts, the
overview includes the following: a) a description of the text (text type, topic,
linguistic aspects, length of texts) and test items (number and type), b) suggestions
for administration and c) pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching. For
the tasks related to the domain of Presentation a detailed scoring rubric is included
for each of the two tasks (Tasks 5 and 7).

! Levels of Comprehension:

Literal: Literal comprehension refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text. Questions that require
literal comprehension include items that can be answered directly from the text at the sentence level. They can
be questions that require either copying or rephrasing of information from the text.

Integration: Integration also refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text but also requires
accessing information from various parts of the text in order to answer a given question. Questions that require
integration include items that require thinking about how ideas or information in the passage relate to each
other as well as to an understanding of its main idea and supporting details.

Inference: Inference refers to an understanding of the implicit meaning of a text. Questions that require
inference include items that involve combining the students' literal understanding of the text with their own
knowledge and experiences in order to produce a response that is not explicitly stated in the text. It also entails
questions that require identification of a specific text type.

? Levels of Difficulty: The level of difficulty for each item is given on a scale of 1 to 4, where 1 represents a low
level of difficulty and 4 represents a high level of difficulty. The levels of difficulty were calculated based on
empirical data. The level of difficulty is established by calculating the percent of correct answers for a particular
item. For example, the low level of difficulty (1) means that 85%-100% of students answered correctly.

1= 85%-100%
2= 65%-84%
3= 40%-64%
4= 20%-3%
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Part A

The first part of the Meitzav English test relates to the domain of Access to
Information from oral texts. This part is comprised of two listening tasks, sequenced
in order of increasing difficulty (Tasks 1 and 2).

Task 1

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Voice messages

Topic: Messages from friends

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure

Length of text: Approximately 100 seconds (not including Hebrew/Arabic
instructions)

Item description
Total number of test items: 6
Item types: Table (fill in details using a word bank); sentence completion

Administration

The students hear the text twice and read the instructions. (Instructions are given in

Hebrew/Arabic on the tape and appear in English and in Hebrew/Arabic on the test

paper.)

Recommendations:

e Allow time prior to listening for students to read the questions.

e Encourage students to check their answers prior to the second listening; time is
allotted for this on the recording.

e Encourage students to check their answers after completing the task.

Transcript

Answer machine voice: You have three new messages.

(Message 1) a boy

Hi Micki, this is Alon. Remember, there's a football game after school next Monday at
4 o'clock. Our school team is playing against the team from Arad. It's the last football
game before the summer vacation. Let's meet at the sports center next to school,
OK?

(Message 2) a boy

Hello Micki. It's Eyal. | need to talk to you about the poster for English class — the one
about Jerusalem. We have to present the poster to the class next week so we need to
finish it. We decided to meet next Tuesday afternoon to work on it, remember? See
you in the English room after school on Tuesday at 2:30. Bye!
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(Message 3) a boy

Hi Micki. It's Sami. | got your message and, yes...I can come with you to Sports Day
next Wednesday afternoon. Dan Jones, the famous football player is going to be
there. He's my favorite player on the Tel-Aviv football team and 1'd really like to meet
him. | heard that he is going to talk about his new book — My Game. The talk is in the
school library at 5:00 but we can meet at the school gate at 4:30. Call me. Bye!

Analysis of the transcript
The considerations in designing this task were as follows:
(a) The text type of messages is common and therefore assumed to be part of a
student's repertoire of knowledge.
(b) Although there are three texts, the task requires the student to integrate the
information.
(c) The information in the messages relates to the experiences of eighth grade
students and is assumed to be familiar to all.
(d) The messages are characterized by simple tenses and the imperative voice.
(e) Sentences in messages are usually short and to the point.

Item breakdown

Item information Answer Key

Items l.a—-1.e la 1 =Sports Center
Benchmarks: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand the main ideas and supporting 1b 1=4:00

details in a text 0 = other (no other option)
Locate relevant information 1c 1 =finish poster

Level of comprehension: 0 = other (no other option)
Literal 1d 1 =hear DanJones
Estimated level of difficulty: 0 = other (no other option)
11-1 le 1 =school gate

1.2 -1 0 = other (no other option)
13-1

14 -1

15-1

Sample analysis of this item

The item:

Help Miki complete his weekly diary using the word bank below.
Item characteristics:

Fill in a table

Considerations when designing the item:

This item assesses the ability to listen to a short text for general meaning and specific
details. In addition, it assesses the ability to transfer pertinent information to a diary entry
relating to day of the week, activity, place and time. Because successful performance on a
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listening task relies on short term memory, a word bank has been provided.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has located and understood the relevant
information and has correctly transferred it into the diary entry. Students may confuse days
of the week, activities, places and/or times. This may indicate that they have not found or
understood the relevant information in the text and/or have not understood where to
transfer that information in the diary entry.

Item information Answer Key

Item 2 3 = Micki's/his plans; what Micki/he is going
Benchmark: to do; plans with Micki/his

Understand the main ideas and supporting friends/Micki's friends; meetings/plans
details in a text (for the next week); (school) activities;
Level of comprehension: next week; meeting friends (to do things
Integration together)

Estimated level of difficulty: 1 = school; Micki; messages to Micki

2 0 = other

Sample analysis of this item

The item:

All the messages are about

Item characteristics:
Sentence completion

Considerations when designing the item:
This item assesses the ability to listen to three thematically linked texts and identify their
common features. This requires the integration of information from all three messages.

Analysis of students' performance:
Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the common topic of all
three texts. Students who answer incorrectly may have focused solely on specific features of

any one of the messages.

General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 1
and based on items 1-2
A. Have your students practice their listening skills by using a variety of oral
texts of differing lengths and levels of difficulty.
B. Skills to work on with your students:
e identifying topics (first at the paragraph level and then at the text level)
e differentiating main ideas from supporting details
e classifying and categorizing (e.g. activity, place, time)
e practicing information transfer (e.g. filling in a table)
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C. Items to practice with your students:
e items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
e items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)

Task 2

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Classroom lesson

Topic: Science lesson about taking care of the environment

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary; simple, compound and
complex sentence structure; basic tenses; modals

Length of text: Approximately 150 seconds

Item description

Total number of test items: 5

Item types: Closed — multiple-choice (tick the correct answers from a list); multiple-
choice — 3 items, each with 3 options (one correct answer and two distracters); open
question —1 item

Administration

The students hear the text twice and read the instructions. (Instructions are given in

Hebrew/Arabic on the tape and appear in English and in Hebrew/Arabic on the test

paper.)

Recommendations:

e Allow time prior to listening for students to read the questions.

e Encourage students to check their answers prior to the second listening; time is
allotted for this on the recording.

e Encourage students to check their answers after completing the task.

Transcript

Mrs. Green: Okay...next...For our class project, we are going to find out what we can
do at school to help take care of our planet Earth. The Earth — the world that we live
in —is in trouble. We can all do something to help. To begin with, we can all do three
simple things here at school.

First, we can turn off all the lights when we leave the classroom. This saves electricity.
Second, we can put any paper we don't need in the big blue bag next to the main
office. The used paper is collected and made into new paper. We call this 'recycling' —
taking something that has been used and making it usable again...like we do with
plastic bags. We do not need to use so many plastic bags. Think about it...There are
40 kids in this class...In just one week, we probably throw away more than 200 plastic
bags.

Any questions or ideas? Yes, Elana.
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Elana: What's wrong with plastic bags?

Mrs. Green: Plastic bags aren't like plastic bottles. It is very difficult to recycle plastic
bags so we should try not to use them. We can find out more about using different
bags for our class project. <<pause>> Mike...?

Mike: | have an idea about collecting paper. Let's put a blue bag in every classroom.
That way it will be easier to collect the paper for recycling.

Mrs. Green: Great idea, Mike! I'll tell Mrs. Summers. Okay kids...So what are we
going to do? Who remembers? Anna?

Anna: Turn off all the lights, recycle paper and bring our lunch in a box.

Mrs. Green: Exactly! Good job! Tomorrow we are going to learn about recycling
paper. We're going to watch a movie about it. See you tomorrow!

Analysis of the transcript
Mrs. Green is giving a science lesson about ways of contributing to saving the Earth.
She talks about saving electricity, recycling paper and collecting bottles. It is an
integrative text in that it requires listeners to understand the structure of a science
lesson. The topic is familiar to the students as it is an issue that is widely discussed in
schools today.
(a) The text type of a science lesson is familiar to students.
(b) The content is not only familiar but it is also an important topic that should
be continually on the public agenda.
(c) Redundancy has been included in this text for reasons of authenticity and to
support listening comprehension.

Item breakdown

Item information Answer Key

Item 3 3 =The pupil marked the following three
Benchmark: sentences only:

Understand the general meaning, main ideas e Turn off the lights

and sequence of events in a text e Bring lunch in a box

Level of comprehension: * Recycle used paper

Literal 0 = other (no other option)

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item

The question:

What does the teacher tell the class to do?
Tick (V) the three correct answers.

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice
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Considerations when designing the item:

The information in the text is presented in a sequence. In order to respond to the item
students need to be able to follow the sequence. They can do this by being aware of and
exploiting the markers of sequence ('first', 'second’, 'third'). The information is 'recycled' in
Anna's summing up of what she has learned.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has been able to identify and understand
the main ideas as they are presented in sequence. Students who marked less than three
answers may have missed some of the information or may not have followed the entire
sequence. Students who chose either one or both distracters might have picked up on single
words or phrases but have not understood the idea.

Item information Answer Key
Item 4 2 =(a) are not easy to recycle
Benchmarks: 0 = other (no other option)

Understand the general meaning, main ideas

and sequence of events in a text
Identify explicit opinions and feelings
Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Plastic bags

Item characteristics:
Closed (multiple-choice)

Considerations when designing the item:
This item was designed to tap into the ability to understand a detail and the contrasting
ideas relating to plastic bottles versus plastic bags.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has understood the ease of recycling
plastic bottles as opposed to plastic bags. Students who chose either one of the distracters
have picked up on isolated words but have not understood the idea.
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Item information

Answer Key

Item 5
Benchmark:
Understand the general meaning, main ideas

and sequence of events in a text
Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

2 = (Put) a (blue) bag (for paper) in
each/every classroom

1 = a bag for paper; a blue bag

0 = other

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What is Mike's idea?

Item characteristics:
Open question

Considerations when designing the item:

This item was designed to tap into the ability to identify recommendations, specifically
through the use of 'let's'. It is also designed to tap into the student's ability to identify the
topic of the recommendation (i.e. a way to collect paper) and the specific suggestion (i.e.

putting a blue bag in every classroom).

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified and understood the topic

and the specific recommendation. Students who answered incorrectly may not have

understood the question, may not have identified and/or understood the recommendation,
and/or may have given insufficient information (e.g. 'a bag' instead of 'a bag in every

classroom').
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Item information Answer Key

Item 6 2 =(a) recycling paper
Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand the general meaning, main ideas

and sequence of events in a text
Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
The class is going to see a movie about

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:

This item requires the student to integrate information given in two sentences. The first
presents the topic that they will learn about and the second mentions the fact that they will
see a movie related to that topic. To answer successfully the student also needs to
understand the use of the present progressive as marking a future event (also marked by the
time expression 'tomorrow'), and be able to retrieve the referent of 'it' (i.e. recycling paper).

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has integrated the information presented
in two consecutive sentences and has successfully retrieved the referent of the pronoun 'it'.
Students who answered incorrectly either have not understood the question or have not
been able to integrate information from two sentences. Another possibility is that students
may not have successfully retrieved the referent 'it' or understood the future time frame.
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Item information

Answer Key

Item 7
Benchmark:
Understand the general meaning, main ideas

and sequence of events in a text
Level of comprehension:
Inference

Estimated level of difficulty:

3

2 = (b) Save the Planet
0 = other (no other option)

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
A good name for the class project is

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:

This item is designed to tap into the students' global understanding of the topic of the
project. The name of the project can be equated with the requirement of identifying the

topic of the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified and understood the topic.
Students who incorrectly chose the distracter 'Keep Our School Clean' may have understood
that it is necessary to keep the school clean, but have not generalized from this to protecting
the Earth. Students who chose the distracter 'Recycling Plastic' have focused on a specific

example, but have not understood the generalization.
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General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 2

and based on items 3-7

A.

Have your students practice their listening skills by using a variety of oral

texts of differing lengths and levels of difficulty.

Skills to work on with your students:

identifying topics (first at the paragraph level and then at the text level)
identifying text organization (listing, sequence, cause and effect,
comparison and contrast, etc.)

differentiating main ideas from supporting details

classifying and categorizing (e.g. activity, place, time)

recognizing connectors that signal organization (e.g. first, second, finally,
therefore, as a result of, like, in contrast to, etc.) and connectors that
indicate a time frame

using 'reference words' (e.g. 'it', 'this', 'that') to support understanding
and applying strategies for retrieving their referents

recognizing markers of negation

practicing information transfer (e.g. filling in a table)

using graphic organizers such as Venn diagrams

ltems and questions to practice with your students:

items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)
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Part B

The second part of the test relates to both the domain of Access to Information from
written texts (Tasks 3 and 4) and the domain of Presentation (Task 5). For each
domain, the tasks are sequenced in order of difficulty. The domains have been
staggered as it was found, from previous years of Meitzav test administration, that if
the two presentation tasks (writing) follow the three Access to Information tasks
(reading comprehension) many students do not complete the writing tasks. By
placing the first writing task after two tasks that involve reading, it has been found
that more students produce a written product.

Task 3

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Cover of a book

Topic: Making friends

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure,
present simple and present progressive tenses

Length of text: 59 words.

Analysis of the text

Partial summaries and recommendations for reading are usually found on the back
covers of books. The graphics in the text depict a book cover, with the name of the
book and the author on the spine of the book. The book is written by Kim Gold, who
is now an adult. She writes about her experience making friends when she was
young; she succeeded in making new friends by joining the basketball team. This was
also the beginning of her career as a basketball player.

Item description
Total number of test items: 5
Item types: Multiple-choice -2 items; open questions - 3 items

Administration
Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and
Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to check their answers.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 8 4 = My Story

Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand the structure and conventions of
different text types

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

1

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What is the name of the book?

Item characteristics:
Open question

Considerations when designing the item:
In order to answer the question regarding the title the student needs to be familiar with the
convention of writing the title of a book on the spine of its cover.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student is familiar with the convention of writing
the title of a book on the spine of the book. Students who have answered incorrectly may
not have understood the question, may not have equated the word 'name’ in the question
with the 'title' of the book or are not familiar with the conventions of book covers.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 9 4 = (c) the writer of the book
Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand the structure and conventions of
different text types

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Kim Gold is

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:

In order to answer this question (who Kim Gold is), the students need to be familiar with the
conventions of writing the author of a book on the spine of its cover and with the fact that
the author can be identified by the word 'by".

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student is familiar with the convention of writing
the title and the author on the spine of the book and has understood the role of the word
'by'. The student may have reached this conclusion from the last paragraph, which tells the
reader that Kim wrote the book. Students who incorrectly chose the distracter 'a basketball
coach' have found the words 'basketball coach' at the bottom of the book cover but have
not integrated the name preceding it. Students who incorrectly chose the distracter 'a
teenager' may have understood that the book is written for teenagers and about Kim Gold
when she was a teenager, but have not integrated the information in the last paragraph
giving her current age.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 10 4 = (She wanted) to make new friends; (She
Benchmark: wanted) to change her life; (She wanted)
Understand the main ideas and supporting to meet new people; Diana made her
details in a text meet new friends/ convinced her to
Level of comprehension: try/told Kim she is (really) good at
Literal basketball

Estimated level of difficulty: 2 = She liked sports; new friends; change life
2 OR copying a sentence that contains the

right answer
(e.g. "We'll meet new people there.")

0 = other (e.g. This was the beginning of her
career as a basketball player; Because
she was afraid to meet new people.)

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Why did Kim Gold join the basketball team?

Item characteristics:
Open question

Considerations when designing the item:

Students are required to integrate information from the first paragraph, which includes
Kim's problem, i.e. being shy and afraid to meet new people; Diana's desire to help her
(referent Kim) make new friends; and Diana's subsequent recommendation presented
through 'let's'. In addition there is an implied cause-effect relationship that if they join the
basketball team they will meet new people there.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has integrated the information from the
first paragraph and has identified and understood the recommendation and the implied
cause-effect relationship. The student has also successfully retrieved the referents of 'her’, 'l'
and 'we'. Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood the question (that
'why' demands a cause or reason), or they may not have integrated information but rather
picked up on details (e.g. 'we both like sports'), which do not describe the cause or reason.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 11 4 = Jane Lewis; Jane; Lewis; (basketball)
Benchmark: coach

Understand the structure and conventions of | 0 = other (no other option)

different text types

Level of comprehension:
Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:
3

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Who says that this is a good book for young people to read?

Item characteristics:
Open question

Considerations when designing the item:
This item taps into the students' knowledge of text type, specifically that recommendations
for books are often given in quotations and appear at the end of the synopsis.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has knowledge of the text type and
knows where to locate the relevant information. Students who answered incorrectly may
not have understood the question, may not have been able to locate the necessary
information and/or equate the quote with a recommendation.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 12 4 = (b) friendship
Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand the structure and conventions of
different text types

Level of comprehension:

Inference

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
The book is about

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
The item is designed to tap into the students' global understanding of the topic of the book.
The topic is summarized in the synopsis on the back cover of the book.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified and understood the topic of
the text. Students who incorrectly chose the distracter 'sports teams' may have picked up on
the fact that Kim was involved in sports, but have not understood that sports were a vehicle
for friendship. Students who incorrectly chose the distracter 'being famous' may have picked
up on the fact that Kim is a career basketball player, but have not understood that the book
relates to her earlier experiences. Students who incorrectly chose the distracter 'Diana's life'
may have inferred from the title that '"My Story' is about someone's life but have
misidentified the main protagonist.
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General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 3

and based on items 8-12

A. Provide your students with many opportunities for reading a wide variety of

texts independently. Have your students practice their reading skills by using

a variety of texts of differing lengths and levels of difficulty. Pay particular

attention to working with texts that contain at least 95% of familiar

vocabulary.

B. Skills to work on with your students:

recognizing different text types through previewing the text

recognizing the general features of books (e.g. title, author, illustrator,
summary, recommendations, etc.) and where this information can be
found (spine, back cover, title page)

recognizing markers that supply information about a book (e.g. 'by'
signals the author)

differentiating main ideas from supporting details

integrating detailed information into a (sub)topic or claim

identifying cause-effect relationships (both implicit and explicit)

C. Items and questions to practice with your students:

Task 4

items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)

wh- questions and yes/no questions

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Email

Topic: Birthday celebrations

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure,

present and future tenses, imperative

Length of text: First email: 91 words; second email: 108 words; total 199 words

Item description
Total number of test items:

Item types: Multiple-choice — 3 items; open questions — 1 item; sentence completion

—1item

Administration

Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and

Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to check their answers.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 13 4 = (c) birthdays in different countries
Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand main ideas and supporting
details

Level of comprehension:

Integration

Estimated level of difficulty:

1

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
The topic of the email message is

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:

Students are familiar with the conventions of an email message and with birthday
celebrations. The item is designed to tap into the students' ability to identify the topic based
on the information they read in the text (including the subject line of an email message).

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified and understood the topic.
The student is able to identify the common theme in both messages. Students who chose
'teens around the world' have understood that the website is for teenagers but have not
been able to identify the specific theme (birthdays). Students who chose 'foods for special
days' have focused on one of the details in the text (food) but have not made the connection
to birthdays. Students who chose 'families around the world' have over-generalized; they
may have picked up the idea from the subject line, but have not understood that reference
to family in the text is only from the viewpoint of teens and birthday celebrations.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 14 4 = give/buy/get (a) clock/(a) watch/(a) clock
Benchmark: or (a) watch

Understand main ideas and supporting 0 = other (e.g. money; presents)

details

Level of comprehension:
Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:
2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
"When Chinese people on a birthday, it is bad luck."

Item characteristics:
Sentence completion

Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the students' ability to identify a detail within the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the detail in the text.
Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood the time clause that begins
with 'when', and that 'it' refers to the required answer, i.e. give/buy/get a clock/watch. They
may have mistakenly chosen 'money' or 'presents' as they have understood that this is also a
custom, but not that these items do not bring bad luck.
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Item information

Item 15

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

3

Answer Key

4 = (that) someone who lives in the house has
a birthday

2 = birthday

0 = other (e.g. birthdays are special)

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Inga saw a flag on her neighbor's roof. What does the flag show?

Item characteristics:
Open question

Considerations when designing the item:

Students need to recognize the supporting details that provide more information about the

general idea of having a birthday. The item taps into the students' ability to recognize that

the referent of 'this' is found in the previous sentence, i.e. putting a Swedish flag on the roof.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has integrated information in two

consecutive sentences and has correctly retrieved the referent of 'this'. Students who

answered incorrectly either did not understand the question or gave insufficient/vague

information, such as 'birthday'. They might not have understood the referent or may not

have been able to decode the complex sentence (finding the subject-verb-object) and may

not have understood that they are to include the subject-verb-object of the subordinate

clause.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 16 4 = (a) wrote email messages to
Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Integration

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Chong and Inga the Tell Me website.

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:

The item is designed to tap into the students' ability to locate where to find the required
information (i.e. in the introductory paragraph), to then identify the reason for writing the
letters and finally to follow the conventions of an email letter to identify the writer.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has understood the introductory
paragraph and the text conventions of email. Students who chose 'asked questions about'
may have looked at the introductory paragraph and found the word 'asked' but have not
understood that this refers to the "TELL ME" website and not to the readers. Students who
chose 'answered letters from' may have recognized the conventions of writing letters but
have not understood the cause-effect relationship in the introductory paragraph. Students
who chose 'have an Internet site that is called' may have not understood the context of the
task nor the referent of 'we' in the introductory paragraph.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 17 4 = (c) eat special foods
Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Integration

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What do people do on birthdays in both China and Sweden?

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:

This item taps into the students' ability to find similarities that appear in two separate texts,
to integrate the information and to generalize on the basis of examples. Note that the word
'‘both' is bolded in order to hint to the students that there is a requirement to integrate
information from the two texts.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student found similarities in the two texts,
integrated the information and made the necessary generalization. Students who answered
incorrectly may not have understood the clue in the bolded 'both' or may not have been
able to integrate the information. Students who chose 'eat lunch with grandparents' may
have focused on a specific detail in only one of the texts. Students who chose 'open presents
in bed' have also focused on a specific detail in only one text. Students who chose 'eat
birthday cakes' have also focused on a specific detail and have not integrated the
information from both texts.

General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 4
and based on items 13-17
A. Have your students practice their reading skills by using a variety of texts of
differing lengths and levels of difficulty. Pay particular attention to working
with texts that contain at least 95% of familiar vocabulary. Encourage
students to read a text more than once. In addition, encourage students to
read both independently and extensively; the more you read the better
reader you become. To create the necessary conditions for
independent/extensive reading, it is important that schools have a library
with English books at a variety of English levels and on a variety of topics.
Furthermore, teachers should allow class time for students to pursue
independent reading and have discussions about what students have read.
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B. Skills to work on with your students:
e recognizing different text types through previewing the text (eye-catching
features such as title, pictures, captions, sub-headings, etc.)
e recognizing the conventions of an email message (e.g. sender, subject
line, etc.)
e identifying topics (first at the paragraph level and then at the text level)
e differentiating main ideas from supporting details
e using knowledge of sentence structure to support understanding,
especially decoding complex sentences (finding the subject-verb-object of
the main and subordinate clauses)
e identifying conditionals and cause-effect relationships
e using 'reference words' (e.g. 'it', 'this', 'that') to support understanding
and applying strategies to retrieve their referents
C. Items and questions to practice with your students:
e items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
e items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)
e wh- questions and yes/no questions

Task 5

Item description

The item requires the student to write an email to the Tell Me website about the
way s/he celebrates a birthday. The student is required to write 50-70 words.

Administration

Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and
Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to write clearly. The scoring key (rubric) focuses
on both communicative ability and accuracy.

Task and Item Information

Item 18

Write an email message to the Tell Me website about how you celebrate your birthday with
your friends.

Write 50-70 words.

Write in English.

Pay attention to grammar, spelling and punctuation.

Benchmark:

Produces a coherent piece of writing that conveys personal experiences
Estimated level of difficulty:

3

Total scoring range:

Communicative ability: 0-5

Accuracy: 0-3
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Note: On the rubric for this task, communicative ability is given greater weight than
accuracy. This is based on the belief that at the intermediate level, students should be able
to convey the intended meaning within the limitations of their language development.

TASK 5: Written presentation

Task Item # Item Type Answer Key Coding Range
18 CA Communicative Ability oP See instructions below 0-5
18 AC Accuracy oP See instructions below 0-3

Assess the pupils' writing according to the scales below. The pupils receive a grade for Communicative

Ability (0-5) and a grade for Accuracy (0-3) for the entire task.

Note: The intermediate levels (2 and 4) are for levels of writing that fall between the detailed

descriptions in Communicative Ability.

Communicative Ability

e The information is relevant to the topic
® Message is clear and organized
e Vocabulary is varied and appropriate

e Most information is relevant to the topic
e Message is mostly clear and organized
e Vocabulary is adequate and is generally appropriate

e Information is limited and/or mostly irrelevant to the topic
e Message is difficult to follow

e Vocabulary is limited

o Writes less than 25 words

e Only copies instructions
e Writes set(s) of isolated words
e Does not write in English

Accuracy

e Correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)

e Occasional errors in compound or more complex sentences if attempted

e Mostly correct subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Mostly correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

e Inconsistent use of simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e Many errors in compound or complex sentences if attempted

e Some errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Some errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

e Incorrect simple sentence structure
e Many errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions OR
not enough language to assess accuracy

e Only copies instructions
e Writes set(s) of isolated words
e Does not write in English
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Student Performance

Dear everyone,

In my country, we have a birthday with all the friends.

We eat cake and many sweet things.

In Israel, children get money or presents for their birthday.

We put many baloons and do party.

everybody sings "happy birthday" and says "good luck". I love my birthday!
Roni, 14, Israel

Communicative Ability: 5
All the information is relevant to the topic, the message is clear and content is organized
according to the theme of how people celebrate birthdays. Vocabulary is appropriate.

Accuracy: 3
Sentence structure and subject-verb agreement are correct. Spelling, punctuation and
capitalization are mostly correct.

Insights from Performance:

The text provides evidence that the student has an understanding of what is required by the
task. The letter is addressed to general readers, as would be a posting on a web site
(evidence of an awareness of audience). The student makes generalizations about his/her
country (e.g. use of the words 'my country' and 'we') and writes in the simple present tense.
The student shows an awareness of the conventions of punctuation. There are only two
mistakes: the first word of a sentence is not capitalized and one word is misspelled. Notice
that in this text each sentence begins on a new line. This is a common mistake in student
writing and should be addressed in the classroom.

Student Performance

Dear Tell Me,

I celebrate my birthday with my friends. I going to Tel-Aviv aftar-noon. I buy two Jeans
one T-shirt I back in migdel Heamak. my parents buy big supres the evening I goinn to
celebrate my birthday in my Friends I dancer very much I eat special food in my friends
eat Janck food

Communicative Ability: 3

Although the information is relevant to the task, it relates to a specific birthday rather than
to a general description. Although the student exhibits awareness of audience, note that
his/her name is not given at the end. The message is mostly clear and organized
chronologically. The vocabulary is adequate.

Accuracy: 2

The text indicates a basic knowledge of word order, though the last sentence is a run-on
sentence that should have been written as separate sentences with the appropriate
punctuation. The text shows confusion and inconsistencies in the use of appropriate tenses.
There are numerous errors in spelling, punctuation and capitalization.

0D /N NN NN 'N1ID 17X - NN Nnaimn




Insights from Performance:

The text suggests a preliminary understanding of purpose and audience and content is
presented accordingly. However, the text is not completely aligned to the task in that the
student writes about the specific events of a particular birthday. When working with
students on writing tasks, ensure that students understand the requirements of the task
(e.g. addressing generalizations versus specific instances) and how choice of verb tense
conveys intended meaning.

Student Performance

Dear Matan XXX,

My name is Mtan XXX. i am do in my birthday a big party and inveted oll my frinds:
Yossi, Dani, Ban, Dan, Noam, NItzan, Shoki, Mali, Ran, Ran, Raniwabo, Danial, Beni and
Sher. and oll my pets: the dog, the cat, the snek and the hamarmis.

- have a good pargy!

Communicative Ability: 1

The information is limited and mostly irrelevant to the topic, as it mainly consists of two lists
of names (friends and pets). Notice also that the message is addressed to a specific person
(himself?), and therefore shows lack of audience awareness.

Accuracy: 1
From the limited evidence available, there are errors in sentence structure, tense, spelling
and capitalization.

Insights from Performance:

Since performance is limited, it is difficult to suggest insights. A number of questions need to
be answered: a) Did the student understand the requirements of the task? b) Does the
student have sufficient language knowledge to convey his/her ideas? c) Is this specific
performance representative of the student's abilities in general? If the performance is
representative of the student's language knowledge, extensive work is required.

General pedagogical recommendations for the classroom related to Task 5 and
based on item 18
A. Have your students practice their writing skills by writing a variety of tasks
(differing in context, purpose, audience and/or text type). Pay particular
attention to working with tasks that are based on familiar topics and that
elicit previously-acquired vocabulary. The more students are asked to write,
the more their writing improves. More than one draft is required to produce
a high-quality piece of writing. Effective feedback on a written product
contributes to writing ability.
B. Skills to work on with your students:
e sentence structure (including simple and compound sentences)
e basic writing conventions (e.g. capital letters, punctuation)
e spelling conventions
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e text coherence and cohesion
e the structure and conventions of text types
C. Items and questions to practice with your students:

e Most writing tasks are open-ended but they differ in the degree to which
they provide a set context/purpose/audience. Students should practice
their writing using a variety of writing tasks.

e When working on writing it is critical to provide constructive feedback,
paying attention not only to surface errors (e.g. spelling, grammar) but
also to other features of a written text (content, use of vocabulary,
organization of ideas, coherence, etc.)
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Part C

The third part of the test relates to both the domain of Access to Information from
written texts (Task 6) and the domain of Presentation (Task 7). For each domain, the
tasks are sequenced in order of difficulty. The domains have been staggered as it was
found, from previous years of Meitzav test administration, that if the two
presentation tasks (writing) follow the three Access to Information tasks (reading
comprehension) many students do not complete the writing tasks. By placing the
first writing task after two tasks that involve reading, it has been found that more
students produce a written product.

Task 6

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: A feature article in a teen magazine

Topic: Roller coasters at amusement parks

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary, simple and compound
sentences (one complex sentence), present simple, imperative, wh- questions,
negation

Length of text: 326 words.

Analysis of the text

The text is a feature article about the roller coaster at amusement parks. A
researcher carries out a study to investigate the preferences for rides at amusement
parks and attitudes and experiences on roller coaster rides. A graph is also included
in the text.

Item description

Total number of test items: 5

Item types: Multiple-choice — 2 items; open questions — 1 item; sentence completion
—1item; fill in a table — 1 item

Administration

Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and
Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to check their answers.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 19 4 = (b) a magazine for teenagers
Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)
Understand the structure and conventions of
text types

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
The text is in

Item characteristics:
Closed (multiple-choice)

Considerations when designing the item:
This item taps into the students' knowledge of text type and the ability to use this
knowledge to identify the source of the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the source of the text
(appearing at the top left of the text). Students who chose 'a newspaper' may have paid
attention to the date or may have picked up on similar conventions, but have not noticed
the source as it is specifically mentioned at the top of the text. Students who chose 'a
university report' may have noticed the graph (an eye-catching feature of this text) and/or
read the word 'university' in the text, and/or may have been mislead by the fact that it is a
report of research conducted by a university professor. Students who chose 'an ad for an
amusement park' may have understood the general topic but not the conventions of the
text. (They may have noticed the picture and its caption.)
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Item information

Answer Key

Item 20

Benchmark:

Extract/interpret information from visual
data

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

3

4 = (c) in the front
0 = other (no other option)

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Where do most riders like to sit on a roller coaster?

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:

This item taps into the students' ability to integrate the information from the graph and

from the text. The graph shows the most popular ride and the text provides information as

to where the majority group sits.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has accessed information from visual data

and has also integrated this with details in the written text. Students who chose any of the

other options may not have accessed the relevant information from the visual data, and/or

may not have accessed the relevant information from the written text and/or may not have

integrated the two.
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Item information Answer Key
Item 21 2 =ground
Benchmark: 0 = other (no other option)

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Integration

Estimated level of difficulty:

4

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Complete the sentence in the speech bubble with ONE word from the text.

| never go on roller coasters. | am a

rider.

Item characteristics:
Open question (sentence completion)

Considerations when designing the item:

This item taps into the students' ability to integrate the information that is given in the text
in the new context as it appears in the item.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has integrated the relevant information
and has applied it to the new context (the graphic and speech bubble). Students who
answered incorrectly may not have understood the graphic and speech bubble or the
requirements of the task. They may not have located the relevant information regarding
'‘Ground Riders'. Others may have answered in more than one word and thus also forfeited

the points.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 22 22a:

Benchmark: 2 = What ride is the most popular? What ride
Understand the main ideas and supporting do most people like the best? What is
details in a text the favorite/best/most popular ride (at
Level of comprehension: the amusement park)?

Integration 0 = other (e.g. What do you like the best?
Estimated level of difficulty: Why do you like the amusement park?

3 What is the only reason to go to an

amusement park?)

22b:

2 = speed/going fast, feeling of danger (Both
answer must be given.)

1 = speech/going fast; feeling of danger
(Only one answer is given.)

0 = other (e.g. exciting)

22c:

3 = crazy (riders), noisy (riders), safe (riders).
(All three answers must be given.)

2 = two correct answers

1 = one correct answer

0 = other (no other option)

Sample analysis of this item

The question:

What did Professor Rob Chapman ask the teenagers?
What did Professor Rob Chapman find out?

Item characteristics:
Open questions embedded in a table

Considerations when designing the item:

The items in the table are designed to tap into the students' ability to transfer information.
The students need to first understand the hierarchy of the ideas in the text as they are
marked by explicit connectors of sequence/listing ('first', 'second’, 'finally'). The students
also need to understand that there is a question/answer template in each of the three main
sections of the table. In addition, it is necessary to first understand the conventions of the
table in the item and then to be able to transfer the appropriate ideas into their respective
place in the table. An analysis of each item in the table is presented separately below.

Analysis of students' performance:

Iltem 22a: Successful performance indicates that the student has understood that a
question is required, and has successfully accessed the information in the table that provides
the corresponding answer. The student has understood the organization of the text and has
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found the appropriate paragraph (paragraph 3), which is marked by the connector 'first'. In
addition, the student has been able to generalize the question that was asked based on the
answer given in the text, and has also used the topic sentence of the paragraph, which
states that the 'roller coaster is the most popular ride'. From here the student has induced
the question and formulated it in the interrogative form. Students who answered
incorrectly may not have understood the general idea of the paragraph, and/or may have
accessed the wrong part of the text, and/or may not have been able to formulate their
answer in the interrogative form.

Iltem 22b: Successful performance (on both 1 and 2) indicates that the student has
successfully accessed the information in the table that provides the question and requires
two answers. The student has understood the organization of the text and has found the
appropriate paragraph (paragraph 4), which is marked by the connector 'second'. In addition
the student has understood the embedded question in the first sentence of the paragraph
and that the corresponding answers are marked with forward reference ('two reasons:').
Finally, the student has been able to exploit the connector 'and', which marks addition.
Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood the general idea of the
paragraph, and/or may have accessed the wrong part of the text, and/or may not have been
able to find the two corresponding answers.

Iltem 22c: Successful performance (on 1, 2 and 3) indicates that the student has successfully
accessed the information in the table that provides the question and requires three answers.
The student has understood the organization of the text and has found the appropriate
paragraph (paragraph 5), which is marked by the connector 'finally'. In addition the student
has understood that the question in the table corresponds to the object of the complex
sentence that appears at the beginning of the paragraph. Furthermore, the student has
understood that three kinds of riders and their corresponding names will be subsequently
presented in the paragraph ("there are three kinds of riders and each kind has a name").
Moreover, the names of the different kinds of riders are presented in italics and capital
letters, signifying a proper name. The student may have recognized that the columns on the
graph refer to the three different kinds of riders and their names appear on the graph.
Finally, the student has successfully transferred this information into the appropriate place
in the table. Students who answered incorrectly may not have recognized the names as they
appear in italics and capital letters, or may have included 'Ground Riders' not understanding
that these are not roller coaster riders.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 23 3 = name of rider + explanation (e.g. | am a
Benchmark: crazy rider because | like to put my
React to the content of something read hands in the air/the ride is the best
Level of comprehension: when you sit in the front.)

Inference 2 = explanation only (e.g. | like to scream.)
Estimated level of difficulty: 1 = name of a rider only (e.g. safe rider)

3 0 = other (e.g. | like roller coasters.) OR

explanation doesn't support the type of
rider (e.g. | am a ground rider because |

love roller coasters.)

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What kind of a rider are you? Explain your answer.

Item characteristics:
Open question

Considerations when designing the item:

This item taps into the students' ability to access and understand the four kinds of riders and
their individual characteristics. They then need to relate these characteristics to their own
personal preference and experience.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has successfully extracted the kinds of
riders and their characteristics and has related them to his/her own experience and
preferences. In addition the student has been able to support his/her answer with
appropriate details from the text. Students who answered incorrectly may not have
understood the question and/or could not extract the kinds of riders and their
corresponding characteristics from the text, and/or they may have given the name of the
kind of rider but not supported it, and/or vice versa.
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General pedagogical recommendations for the classroom related to Task 6 and
based on items 19-23
A. Have your students practice their reading skills by using a variety of texts of

differing lengths and levels of difficulty. Please note that this reading task is

the most demanding of the three reading tasks. If your students did not

attempt this task or were not successful on this task make sure they were

successful on the previous two tasks before working on a text of this level of
difficulty.
B. Skills to work on with your students:

applying previewing strategies (e.g. using the first sentence of paragraphs
and transitions to divide the text into subtopics)

recognizing the conventions of various text types

identifying the topic of a text and the subtopics

differentiating main ideas from supporting details

accessing information from various types of visual data (e.g. graphs, pie
charts, timetables)

integrating written information and visual data

using connectors to understand text structure (e.g. first, second, finally)
and working on reference words and strategies for retrieving their
referents

using sentence structure to support understanding, especially decoding
complex sentences (finding the subject-verb-object of the main and
subordinate clauses)

identifying conditionals and cause-effect relationships

using 'reference words' (e.g. 'it', 'this', 'that') to support understanding
and applying strategies to find their referents

C. Items and questions to practice with your students:

Task 7

items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)

wh- questions and yes/no questions

Item description
The item requires the student to write a letter to a friend and to suggest places to

visit, people to meet and things to do when his/her friend comes to stay with

him/her.

Administration

Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and

Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to write clearly.
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Task and Item Information
Item 24

Your friend is coming to stay with you and your family for the first time. Write a letter to

your friend. In the letter you can tell your friend about:
e places you will visit
e people you will meet
e things you will do

Explain to your friend why you would like to do these activities.

Write 80-100 words.

Pay attention to grammar, spelling and punctuation.
Benchmark:

Describe people, places, things and events
Estimated level of difficulty:

2-3

Total scoring range:
12
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TASK 7: Written presentation

Task Item # Item Type Answer Key Coding Range
24 CA Communicative Ability opP See instructions below 0-5
24 AC Accuracy opP See instructions below 0-5
24 LE Length opP See instructions below 0-2

Assess pupils' writing according to the scales below. The pupils receive a grade for Communicative Ability
(0-5), a grade for Accuracy (0-5) and a grade for Length (0-2) for the entire task.

Note: The intermediate levels (2 and 4) are for levels of writing that fall between the detailed
descriptions in Communicative Ability and Accuracy.

Communicative Ability

e All information is relevant to the topic
e Message is clear and organized 5
e VVocabulary is varied and appropriate

e Information is relevant to the topic, but limited
e Message is mostly clear and organized 3
e VVocabulary is adequate and is generally appropriate

2
e Information is limited and/or mostly irrelevant to the topic
o Message is difficult to follow 1
e Vocabulary is limited
e Does not write in English e Copies instructions e Writes set(s) of isolated words 0
Accuracy
e Correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e Occasional errors in more complex sentences if attempted 5
e Mostly correct subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Mostly correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

4
e Mostly correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e Errors in complex sentences if attempted 3
e Some errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Some errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

2

e Incorrect simple sentence structure
e Many errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions OR 1
not enough language to assess accuracy

e Does not write in English e Copies instructions e Writes set(s) of isolated words 0

Length

e Writes at least 80 words

e Writes between 60-79 words

e Writes less than 59 words
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Student Performance

Dear Dana,

I'm very excited from our meeting next week. When you'll come to me we're going to
play on the computer. You must see my new game. After this we'll go outside and play at
the park. There are many things that you have to see. Then you will meet my family and
we'll have lunch together. I hope you like rice. Finally we'll watch T.V. I hope we'll have a
good time together and you will have fun.

See you next weak

Yours, Gal

Communicative Ability: 5

All the information is relevant; the student presents suggested ideas — places to visit, people
to meet, things to do. The message is extremely clear and presented sequentially. Each
suggestion begins with a general idea and is followed by a supporting idea. Vocabulary is
appropriate to the task and purpose.

Accuracy: 5

Sentence structure and word order are correct. Subject-verb agreement is correct. Note also
the use of the modal and varied use of tenses to suit purpose and intended meaning. Mostly
correct spelling, punctuation and capitalization.

Length: 2
According to the task requirements.

Insights from Performance:

The text is aligned to the task. The text suggests an understanding of purpose and audience
and content is presented accordingly. Of particular interest is the organization — the student
has shown an understanding of sequential organization, as well as the use of main ideas and
supporting details. The student has also exhibited an understanding of how verb tenses
convey meaning.

Student Performance

Dear Nog,

I so exciting.

I want that you be here already!

I mees you so mach!

We will visit in a amazing placel, in my grendprents housel, it so big and beotifall

I will take you to the poll in ranana and we will have a lot of fun.

I want that you meet My brother - iDan!

He so nice, you will love him.

We will go to the amusement park in Tel-Aviv and do the "scream mchine"- the most
Exciting roller coaster ever!

came her soon you can!

love you and hope thet when you get in her you have a lot of fun with me and my family!
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Communicative Ability: 4

All the information is relevant; the student presents suggested ideas — places to visit, people
to meet, things to do. The message is relatively clear, and is presented according to the
points required by the task. Some ideas are supported by additional information.

Accuracy: 3

Mostly correct simple sentence structure, though there are errors in subject-verb agreement
and tense/form. Although the student tried to write more complex structures, there were
many mistakes. Errors in spelling of relatively high frequency words detract from the quality
and comprehensibility of the text. The use of capital letters is not consistent and not every
sentence begins with a capital letter.

Length: 2
According to the task requirements.

Insights from Performance:

Each sentence begins on a separate line, which may indicate the student has not completely
internalized the concept of an 'integrative' text (or at least how to present an integrative
text) . What is of particular interest is the feeling of 'excitement' conveyed in the letter, as
the student states "l so exciting". The use of short sentences and exclamation marks conveys
this excitement (despite the medium level of accuracy).

Student Performance

Dear Sassu,

T whant to visit in Haifa.

I whant o meet my friend SaSSu.

I whant to go to sea, and swim.

I like in Haifa, and do a lot of things with my friend.
T have uncles in Haifa and a lot of friend

Communicative Ability: 1

Information is limited and deals only with what the student wants to do. There seems to be
no sense of audience or purpose, as the student writes exclusively about himself/herself.
S/he writes that s/he 'whant to meet my friend SaSSu', while at the same time addressing
the letter to the same person. The writer does not address the task requirement of
suggesting a holiday for his/her friend. Even though the sentences are relatively
comprehensible there is no thought given to organization. There is no sense of an
integrative text (lack of coherent organization with each sentence on a separate line).
Vocabulary is quite limited.

Accuracy: 3

Mostly correct simple sentence structure, but structures are very limited and repetitive.
There are relatively few errors in spelling, but again, the sample is limited. There are errors
in prepositions. All sentences are capitalized and with the exception of one sentence, all end
in full stops.
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Length: 0

Writes less than 59 words.

Insights from Performance:

The sample is limited as sentences are presented in a repetitive, 'safe' format, with little

integration of ideas.

General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 7

and based on item 24

A. Have your students practice their writing skills by writing a variety of tasks

(differing in context, purpose, audience and/or text type).

Pay particular attention to working with tasks that are based on familiar
topics and elicit previously-acquired vocabulary. The more students are
asked to write, the more they improve. More than one draft is required
to produce a high-quality piece of writing. Effective feedback on a written
product contributes to writing ability.

Analyze student writing using authentic student-created texts. Highlight
the discourse issues involved in writing (relevance, organization, clarity)
as well as the linguistic issues (sentence structure, verb functions,
pronouns, articles, as well as prepositions, punctuation and
capitalization).

B. Skills to work on with your students:

sentence structure (including simple and compound sentences)
basic writing conventions (e.g. capital letters, punctuation)
spelling conventions

text coherence and cohesion

the structure and conventions of text types

C. Items and questions to practice with your students:

Most writing tasks are open-ended but they differ in the degree to which
they provide a set context/purpose/audience. Students should practice
their writing using a variety of writing tasks.

When working on writing it is critical to provide constructive feedback,
paying attention not only to surface errors (e.g. spelling, grammar) but
also to other features of a written text (content, use of vocabulary,
organization of ideas, coherence, etc.)
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