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Possible
. Task Possible Possible Item Categories of
Domain Relevant Benchmarks Length of Texts g .
Number Text Types Types Comprehension
Questions
Access to understand the main idea and Level One: o advertisement o filling in a chart o Literal
Information supporting details in a text and e approximately 45 e announcement « matching e Integration
from Spoken use this knowledge as needed Tasks 1,2 seconds e conversation o multiple-choice e Inference
Texts o o interview ¢ open-ended
20% use this knowledge as needed . appro)éimately 90 o speech o sequencing
seconds
identify explicit opinions and * trueffalse
feelings
locate relevant information for
a specific purpose
Access to understand the main idea and Level One: e advertisement o filling in a chart e Literal
Information supporting details in a text and (two texts) e article e matching * Integration
from Written | use this knowledge as needed Tasks e 90 -120 words e book jacket e multiple-choice e Inference
Texts 34,6 | ®150-180words e Dbrochure e open-ended
understand the structure and e comic strip (including wh-
60% conventions of different text Level Two: o diary entry questions) _
types and use this knowledge e 250 - 300 words e email e sentence completion
as needed e graph e sequencing
e instructions e true/false
iden_tify explicit opinions and o letter
feelings o message
. . . notice
extract information from visual : ostcard
data, such as timetables and P
graphs ° reDF’”
e review
extract relevant information for o short expository text
specific purposes from e story
different sources e timetable
o travel guide
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Task

Domain Relevant Benchmarks NUMmber Length of Tasks Possible Tasks Assessment Criteria
Written describe people, places, things and Level One: e description Communicative Ability
Presentation | CVeNt Tasks 5,7 | e 35-50 words e extended form e relevance

20%

react to the content of something
read or seen

produce a short piece of coherent
writing that conveys personal
experiences

express ideas and opinion about
general topics and experiences
using main and supporting ideas

Level Two:
e 70-90 words

friendly letter
message

note

opinion
postcard
report

school newspaper column

clarity of message
organization
appropriateness to text type
vocabulary

length

Accuracy

¢ use of basic grammatical structures
e spelling

e basic punctuation and capitalization
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6. Answer Key for the Eighth Grade English Exam

1. Mark an appropriate score on the Scoring Form (or Excel file) based on the instructions
below.
2. Do not give partial score unless indicated.
Do not deduct for grammar or spelling mistakes except for the Written Presentation task.
4. For open-ended questions:
a. Accept other phrasings and answers than those given in the Answer Key provided that
they make sense and are based on the text.
b. Answers given in parenthesis means that this part of the answer is optional.
c. Aslash (/) means that there are different acceptable answers.
5. If the pupil has not marked/written an answer, mark 0 on the Scoring Form (or Excel file).
6. The listening comprehension texts appear after the Answer Key.

w

PART A
TASK 1: Access to information from spoken texts
ltem Answer Key Benchmarks Level of :
Comprehension
2 = picture c .
11 0 = other answer / no answer Literal
2 = picture e .
12 0 = other answer / no answer Understand main Literal
ideas
2 = picture f .
13 0 = other answer / no answer Literal
2 = picture a .
14 0 = other answer / no answer Literal
2 2 f proud; good; happy; excited Ideln.tlfy explicit . Inference
0 = other answer / no answer opinions and feelings
TASK 2: Access to information from spoken texts
Item Answer Key Benchmarks ) .
Comprehension
2=b ,
1 0 = other answer / no answer Literal
2 = once a week; Monday afternoon; every Monday
2 afternoon Literal
1 = Monday
0 = other answer / no answer
2=3 Understand main L |
3 0 = other answer / no answer ideas and _ ftera
supporting details
2 = volunteer work; volunteer(ing); helping others in atext
4 1=help Literal
0 = other answer / no answer
2=a .
5 0 = other answer/ no answer Literal
2=c .
6 0 = other answer / no answer Literal
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PART B

TASK 3: Access to information from written texts

Iltem Answer Key Benchmarks LR ] .
Comprehension
4 = to tell them ways to keep healthy / feel good; to
tell them about activities to keep healthy/ feel
1 good; Literal
2 = feel good; keep healthy; to tell about activities
0 = other answer/ no answer
2 = You will feel less tired / have more energy (all day
at school) .
2 - ; Literal
1= less tired Understand main
0 = other answer/ no answer ideas and
33 2 = Exercise / Exercising / Sport supporting details Litoral
0 = other answer/ no answer in a text
2 = It makes you feel good (about yourself).
3b 1 = feel good Literal
0 = other answer/ no answer
2 = It helps you when you are feeling sad. You may
feel happy again. .
3¢ 1 = feel happy again Literal
0 = other answer/ no answer
3 = (how important) sleep (is for your health) Identify different
4 0 = other answer/ no answer text types and
use this Literal
knowledge as
needed
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TASK 4: Access to information from written texts

Item | Answer Key Benchmarks Lz, @ .
Comprehension
Understand main
1 3=b ideas and Literal
0 = other answer / no answer supporting details
in a text
4 = fun; wonderful; adventure; great; amazing Ide_n_tify explicit :
2 - oth opinions and Literal
0 = other answer / no answer feelings
4 = after the boat ride / after her visit to the Locate relevant
(Marakoopa) cave information f0r a L |
3 2 = after the cave specific purpose rera
0 = other answer / no answer
4 = Kangaroos don't like the (hot) sun. Understand main
4 0 = other answer / no answer ideas and .| Literal
supporting details
in a text
3 = ONLY "Where you can shop for gifts" + "The Locate relevant
ta behavior of kangaroos" information for a Literal
0 = less / more than two ticks / no answer specific purpose
See the Answer Key below.
3 = ONLY "The time of the boat rides" + "How long
the boat ride is" + "The meaning of the word
5b Marakoopa" Literal
0 = less / more than three ticks / no answer
See the Answer Key below.
4a 4b
Answer Key _ _ _
Linda's Diary Travel Guide
The price of tickets Example v/
The time of the boat rides v
How long the boat ride is v
Where you can shop for gifts v
The meaning of the word Marakoopa v
The behavior of kangaroos v
3 = Marakoopa Cave; Australia; the boat ride in the %nderstadnd main
6 Marakoopa Cave ideas an . Integration
0 = oth y supporting details
= other answer/ no answer in a text
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TASK 5: Written presentation

Item Answer Key Benchmarks
Communicative Ability | See instructions below (scoring options: 0,2,4,6) Describe people,
. ] i i places, things
Accuracy See instructions below (scoring options: 0,2,4) and events

The pupil receives two separate grades based on the following two dimensions:

Communicative Ability and Accuracy. For Communicative Ability there are four grade levels

(based on the four descriptors of Communicative Ability): 6, 4, 2, 0. For Accuracy there are

three grade levels (based on the three descriptors of Accuracy): 4, 2, 0.

Communicative Ability

Accuracy

¢ All information is relevant to the topic
Message is clear

Message is organized

Vocabulary is varied and appropriate
Length is 35-50 words

e Correct simple sentence structure
(subject, verb and correct word order)

e Occasional errors in more complex
sentences if attempted

6 ¢ Mostly correct subject-verb 4

agreement, tense, pronouns, articles,
and prepositions

¢ Mostly correct spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization

Most information is relevant to the topic
Message is mostly clear

Message is mostly organized
Vocabulary is adequate and is
generally appropriate

e Length is 35-50 words

o Mostly correct simple sentence
structure
(subject, verb and correct word
order)

o Errors in complex sentences if

4 attempted 2

e Some errors of subject-verb
agreement, tense, pronouns, articles,
and prepositions

e Some errors in spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization

Information is limited and / or mostly
irrelevant to the topic

Message is difficult to follow
Vocabulary is limited
Length is less than 35 words

2 agreement, tense, pronouns, articles,

¢ Incorrect simple sentence structure
¢ Many errors of subject-verb

and prepositions
¢ Not enough language to assess O

¢ Only copies instructions
o Writes set(s) of isolated word/s
¢ Does not write in English

O o Writes set(s) of isolated word/s

accuracy
¢ Only copies instructions

¢ Does not write in English

14
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PART C

TASK 6: Access to information from written texts

Item Answer Key Benchmarks Levels Of.
Comprehension
3 = (Because) she is (almost) blind.
1 Inference
0 = other answer / no answer
3=c
Literal
2 0 = other answer / no answer era
4 = run in the Olympics (also accept reach 8th place |
in the Olympics) Li |
3 2 =run itera
0 = other answer / no answer
2 = Any ONE of the following:
e She studied at university / went to university.
e She became / is (was) a teacher. Understand main | . .
4a « She wrote a book. ideas and Literal
1 = She studied. supporting details
0 = other answer / no answer in a text
2 = Any ONE of the following:
¢ She studied at university / went to university.
e She became / is (was) a teacher. .
4b e She wrote a book. Literal
1 = She studied.
0 = other answer / no answer
2=a
Infi
5 0 = other answer / no answer nterence
3=b
Infi
6 0 = other answer / no answer nterence
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TASK 7: Written presentation

Item Answer Key Benchmarks
Describe people,
Communicative Ability | See instructions below (scoring range: 0-5) places, things
and events;

Produce a short

piece of coherent
writing that
conveys personal
experiences

Accuracy See instructions below (scoring range: 0-5)

The pupil receives two separate grades based on the following two dimensions:
Communicative Ability and Accuracy. For each dimension there are descriptors for the
following grades: 5, 3, 1. For each dimension, a grade of 4 should be allotted to performance
that falls between the descriptors for grades 5 and 3; a grade of 2 should be allotted to

performance that falls between the descriptors for grades 3 and 1.

Communicative Ability Accuracy
¢ All information is relevant to the topic e Correct simple sentence structure
« Message is clear (subject, verb and correct word order)
« Message is organized * Occasional errors in more complex
. . . sentences if attempted
e Vocabulary is varied and appropriate :
5 e Mostly correct subject-verb agreement, 5

Length is 70-90 words tense, pronouns, articles, and

prepositions

¢ Mostly correct spelling, punctuation and
capitalization

¢ Information is relevant to the topic, but ¢ Mostly correct simple sentence
limited structure (subject, verb and correct
word order)

¢ Errors in complex sentences if
. . attempted
* Vocabulary is adequate and is 3 e Some errors of subject-verb 3

generally appropriate agreement, tense, pronouns, articles,
e Length is 70-90 words and prepositions

e Message is mostly clear
¢ Message is organized

e Some errors in spelling, punctuation
and capitalization

e Information is limited and / or mostly o Incorrect simple sentence structure
irrelevant to the topic o Many errors of subject-verb agreement,
e Message is difficult to follow 1 tense, pronouns, articles, and 1

prepositions
¢ Not enough language to assess

Vocabulary is limited
Length is less than 70 words

accuracy
¢ Only copies instructions ¢ Only copies instructions
o Writes set(s) of isolated word/s O o Writes set(s) of isolated word/s O
¢ Does not write in English ¢ Does not write in English
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Listening Comprehension Texts
Task 1
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Principal:

Well, good morning pupils. It’s been a busy week of competitions for our school. | have four
important things to tell you today. We have some exciting news about our sports teams and
some news about music, too.

Here’s our sports news. First, congratulations to our girls' basketball team. The girls' team
won the game against Park Junior High. The score was 78 to 42! Our girls played a great
game!

Second, yesterday, the boys' basketball team didn’t win their game, but they tried their best.
The score was very close, 60 to 66. We’re sure the boys will win next time.

Now for news about music. This is my third announcement. Congratulations to Tim Rally,
one of our school’s best musicians. Tim Rally won the Junior High School Guitar
Competition. Thirty pupils from around the country played guitar in the competition, and he
won first place. We are all very proud of Tim!

And the last music news. Mr. Jack Vinny, our music teacher, has a new guitar group for
beginners. The group meets in the music room every Tuesday at 3:00 o'clock. If you want to
learn to play guitar, please come to Mr. Vinny's first lesson, this Tuesday, in the music room.

That's all for now. Have a good day!
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Task 2
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Adult woman’s voice (suited to radio broadcasts):

Donna: Hello everyone. Welcome to Teens' Voice, a radio show about teenagers and their activities.
I'm Donna Smith and this evening I'll be talking to two teenagers about the volunteer work they are
doing.

Please welcome Betty Wilson, a pupil in grade ten. Good evening, Betty.

Young adolescent girl’s voice:
Betty: Good evening, Donna. I’m happy to be here.

Adult woman’s voice:
Donna: Betty, | understand that you help a pupil in first grade. Please tell our listeners what you do.

Young adolescent girl’s voice:

Betty: I’m a volunteer in the "Big Brothers and Sisters Program”. I'm like a big sister to Miriam, a
pupil in the first grade. | meet with her twice a week — on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We read stories,
play games and sometimes we do school work together. | really think that I’m helping Miriam.

Adult woman’s voice:

Donna: Wonderful. Miriam is a very lucky girl. Thank you, Betty. Now, I'd like to welcome Sam
Jones.

Sam is in grade ten and he is also going to tell us about his volunteer work. Welcome to Teens'
Voice, Sam.

Young adolescent boy’s voice:
Sam: Thanks, Donna. I'm really excited to be on the show.

Adult woman’s voice:
Donna: Sam, please tell us about your volunteer work.

Young adolescent boy’s voice:

Sam: Okay. Well, I love animals so | volunteer in the "Teens for Animals Program”. | volunteer
once a week at an animal hospital. People bring their animals to the hospital when they are sick. |
spend four hours at the animal hospital every Monday afternoon.

Adult woman’s voice:
Donna: What do you do at the animal hospital, Sam?

Young adolescent boy’s voice:

Sam: | feed the animals and clean their cages. Sometimes | play with the dogs and cats. The doctors
at the hospital work very hard taking care of the animals. They have saved the lives of many animals.
| watch the doctors and learn a lot. When | grow up, | hope to be a vet — an animal doctor.

Adult woman’s voice:

Donna: | hope so, too! We wish you luck, Sam, and thank you for joining us this evening.
Tonight we heard about two interesting volunteer programs. There are many other interesting
ways to volunteer. If you want to be a volunteer, call me, Donna Smith, at the radio station.
Phone 1-800-222-3344. Well, this is the end of tonight’s program. This is Donna Smith for
Teens' Voice, wishing you a very good evening.
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PART A PART B
Access to information Access to information
from spoken texts (AIST) from written texts (AIWT)
Score Score
<
tem11 | 0](2 tem1 |0 2. (4
ltem 1.2 @) Item 2 0 1
TASK 1
Item 1.3 0 Q< Task 3 |ltem 32 0 g;\
Item 1.4 0 |(2 Item 3b 1 (L)
Item 2 0 Item 3c \Q) 1] 2
ltem 1 0| (2} tem4 | 0 (]
Item 2 0 b Item 1 0 ’3)
Task o | Item 3 0 ltem2 |0 _ 4)
ltem 4 ©)1]2 item3 | 0( 2 4
Item 5 0 2)| TASK 4 | Item 4 0 ,.\(4 )
Item 6 0 Cf)l tem5a | O @_)
AIST Total 17 Item 5b (0.) 3
score Tasks 1+2 ltem 6 0 6
Written presentation (WP) _
Communicative
TASK 5 ability 0|2 (4-‘)6
Accuracy 0| 2 F)
Comments: PART C
Access to information
from written texts (AIWT)
ScoreA
Item 1 0 (3
Item 2 0 3)
ltem3 |0 (2] 4
TASK6 |ltem4a [(0)1]2
ltemab [0](1)2
Iltem 5 o] (2_‘
Item 6 0 \Q
Total
gcl\cl)vr-:;, Tasks 46
3+4+6
Written presentation (WP)
Communicative
TASK 7 | ability 0|12 /?l\@) S
Accuracy 0[1] 2 k&) 4|5
WP Total Tasks
Score 5+7 15
AIST Score= 17 AIWT Score= 46 WP Score= 15
(range: 0-22) (range: 0-58) (range: 0-20)
Total Score =[AIST Score 17] + [AIWT Score 46 ]+ [WP Score 15]= 78
Scores in percentages
[AIST Szczore 17] X100= | 77% [AIWT Sstéore 46 X100= 79% (WP S;gre 15 X100= 75%
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PART A PART B
Access to information Access to information
from spoken texts (AIST) from written texts (AIWT)
Score Score
ltem 1.1 0|2 Item 1 0 2 4
ltem 1.2 0|2 Item 2 0|12
TASK 1 | Item 1.3 0| 2 tem3a | O 2
TASK 3
Item 1.4 0] 2 tem3b | O] 1| 2
Item 2 0| 2 tem3c [ O0O| 1| 2
Item 1 0 2 Item 4 0 3
Item 2 01| 2 Iltem 1 0 3
ARG T Item 3 0 2 ltem 2 0 4
Item 4 0112 Item 3 0| 2 4
ltem 5 0 2 TASK 4 | Item 4 0 4
Iltem 6 0 2 tem5a | O 3
AIST Total tem5b | O 3
score Tasks 1+2 Item 6 0 7
Written presentation (WP)
Communicative
TASK 5 | ability 01246
Accuracy 0| 2| 4
Comments: PART C
Access to information
from written texts (AIWT)
Score
Iltem 1 0 3
Item 2 0 3
Item 3 0 2 4
TASK6 |Itemda | 0| 1] 2
tem4b | O] 1| 2
Item 5 0 2
Item 6 0 3
Total
Q(I:\(/)Vr'g Tasks
3+4+6
Written presentation (WP)
Communicative
TASK 7 | ability 0[1]2]3|4
Accuracy 01234
WP Total Tasks
Score 5+7
AIST Score= AIWT Score= WP Score=
(range: 0-22) (range: 0-58) (range: 0-20)
Total Score =[AIST Score + [AIWT Score + [WP Score 1=
Scores in percentages
AIST Score ] _ [AIWT Score ] _ [WP Score _
> X100= % cs X100=| _ % 0 X100=
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8. Mapping of Pupils’ Grades — Internal English Meitzav Exam - 2007
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Pupil's AIST | AIWT | WP | Total Comments Tick™

Name Score | Score | Score | Score New Special
Immigrant Education

LD
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H
©

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Class average
(all pupils)

Class average
without new
immigrants
and special
education pupils
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