State of Israel
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport
English Inspectorate

April, 2004

Dear English Teachers,

The Meitzav examinations in English for the eighth grade will include the domains:
Social Interaction, Access to Information and Presentation. Not all pupils will be tested

on the domain of Social Interaction; only a random sample will be tested on this domain.

The content of the Meitzav examinations will be based on the benchmarks for the
foundation and intermediate levels as specified in the national curriculum. Attached is the
Table of Specification which includes:

the benchmarks that will be tested for each domain

e the number of tasks for each domain
o the level of the tasks

e possible text types

e possible item types

e assessment criteria

Please note the following:
e Pupils are not allowed to use dictionaries.
e Teachers should tell pupils to look first at the task for accessing information from
spoken texts before they listen to the task in order to familiarize themselves with

the context of the tasks.

In response to teachers' questions about how best to ensure their pupils’ success in the
examination, the English Inspectorate recommends that teachers continue teaching and
providing learning opportunities for their pupils according to the national curriculum. If
you have any questions regarding the Meitzav examination, please contact the English

Inspector of your school.

Sincerely,

Dr. Judy Steiner
Chief Inspector for English Language Education

Lev Ram Building Jerusalem 91911 Tel. 02-5603587/8 Fax 02-5603596
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