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Domain Relevant Benchmarks | No. of | Possible Text | Length of | Possible Item Types Possible
Tasks Types Texts Categories of
Comprehension
Questions®
Access to * understand the main 2 = advertisement | Level One = filling in a chart / table | = Literal
Information ideas and supporting * announcement | approximately | = graphic organizer = Integration
from details in a text and use * broadcast 80 — 100 * matching = Inference
Spok this knowledge as needed = conversation seconds = multiple-choice = Personal response
0OKen - - _
P » identify different text excerpt from a open msm.oa (e.g.
Texts types and use this lesson Level Two wh-questions and
knowledge as needed " interview approximately sentence completion)
20% " message 100 - 120 = sequencing
= identify explicit opinions = news / weather | seconds
and feelings report
= extract relevant = oral
information for a specific presentation
purpose = speech
= radio program
= draw inferences * report
= story
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Domain Relevant Benchmarks | No. of | Possible Text | Length of | Possible Item Types Possible
Tasks Types Texts Categories of
Comprehension
Questions*
Access to = understand the main 3 = advertisement | Level One = chart/ table = Literal
. ideas and supporting = article / report | (two texts) = graphic organizer = Integration
Information details in a text and use = biography approximately | ® matching = Inference
from this knowledge as needed = book cover 100 — 140 = multiple-choice = Personal response
Written = understand the structure = brochure words and = open-ended (e.g.
Texts and conventions of " comic strip 160 — 200 wh-questions and
different text types and = diary entry words sentence completion)
use this knowledge as = flyer = sequencing
60% needed = graph Level Two
= identify different text = interview (one text)
types and use this = letter / email approximately
knowledge as needed = message 270 - 320
= identify explicit opinions = notice words
and feelings = postcard
= draw inferences in order = review
to identify points of view = short
in a text, distinguishing expository text
fact from opinion = story
= extract/ interpret = timetable /
information from visual schedule
data = travel guide
= extract relevant = web page

information for a specific
purpose
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Domain Relevant Benchmarks | No. of | Length of Tasks | Possible Text Assessment Criteria
Tasks Types
Whritten = describe people, places, 1 70 — 80 words article (e.g. Communicative Ability
Presentation things and events for the school = relevance
= react to the content of :oémwmmoc " clarity of message
something read or seen description
20% email Vocabulary
= produce a short piece extended form = varied

of coherent writing
that conveys personal
experiences

= express ideas and
opinions about general
topics and experiences
using main ideas and
supporting details

forum

friendly letter
opinion

short composition
story

= appropriate

Accuracy

= use of basic syntactical and
grammatical structures (word
order and verb form)

= spelling

= basic punctuation and
capitalization

Length
= writes at least 70 words
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* Categories of Comprehension

Lower-Order Thinking Skills (LOTS)
Literal Comprehension: Literal comprehension refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text. Questions that require literal comprehension
include items that can be answered directly from the text at the sentence level. They can be questions that require either copying or rephrasing of

information from the text. It also includes reference questions.

Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)
Integration: Integration refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text but also requires accessing information from various parts of the
text in order to answer a given question. Questions that require integration include items that require thinking about how ideas or information in the

passage relate to each other as well as to an understanding of its main idea and supporting details.

Inference: Inference refers to an understanding of the implicit meaning of a text. Questions that require inference include items that involve combining
the pupils’ literal understanding of the text with their own knowledge and experiences in order to produce a response that is not explicitly stated in the

text. It also includes reference questions and questions that require identification of a specific text type.

Personal response: Personal response refers to questions that call for pupils’ personal involvement with the text. The answers come from the pupils and
are not found in the text. However, the answers must relate to the text. In order to answer personal response questions, pupils have to draw on both their

literal understanding of the text and their own knowledge and opinions.
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Access to Information from

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

SpokenTexts (AIWT) (WP)
(AIST)

@

20% 60% 20% 2
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks qm o
Understand|Identify |Identify |Extract Draw Understand|Understand |Identify |Identify (Draw Extract/  |Extract Describe [React Produce a |Express w. W

the main |different |explicit |relevant inferences [the main  |the different [explicit |inferences interpret  |relevant people, |to the short piece [ideas and S g
ideas and |text opinions |information ideas and |structure |text types|opinions |in order information |information places, |content of |of coherent |opinions m ,A”
supporting [types  |and for supporting |and and to identify from visual |for things [something|writing that |about = <

details in feelings |a specific details in [conventions feelings [points of data a specific  |and reador |conveys [general = =

a text purpose a text of different view in a text, purpose events [seen personal  [topics and m.

text types distinguishing experiences |experiences m

fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 1

1 Literal ]#*
2 Literal 1
3 Literal 1#%*
4 Literal ]k
5 Inference | 2%*

* Difficulty level based on empirical data: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high

** Difficulty level assessed by experts: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
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Access to Information from

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

SpokenTexts (AIWT) (WP)
(AIST)
20% 60% 20% g
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks am -
Understand|Identify |Identify |Extract Draw Understand|Understand |Identify |Identify (Draw Extract/  |Extract Describe [React Produce a |Express m. W
the main [different |explicit |relevant |inferences|the main |the different |explicit |inferences interpret  |relevant  |people, |[to the short piece [ideas and mu m
ideas and |text opinions |information ideas and [structure  |text types|opinions |in order information |information |places, |content of [of coherent |opinions m ,.A1lv
supporting [types  |and for supporting |and and to identify  |from visual |for things  [something|writing that |about = <
details in feelings |a specific details in [conventions feelings |points of data a specific  |and read or  |conveys general m =
a text purpose a text of different view in a text, purpose events [seen personal  |topics and M
text types distinguishing experiences |experiences m
fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 2
6 Literal | 1%**
7 Literal | 2%:*
8 Literal | ]%**
9 Inference| 3%**
10 Literal | 2%*
Task 3
11 Literal 1*
12 Literal | 2%
13 Literal | 2%
14 Inference | 2%
15 Inference| 3%
16 Inference | 3%

Difficulty level based on empirical data: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high

* Difficulty level assessed by experts: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
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Access to Information from

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

Spoken Texts (AIWT) (WP)
(AIST)

@

20% 60 % 20% m
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks am -
Understand|Identify |Identify |Extract Draw Understand|Understand |Identify (Identify (Draw Extract/  |Extract Describe |React Produce a |Express m. W
the main [different |explicit |relevant |inferences|the main |the different [explicit |inferences interpret  |relevant  |people, [to the short piece [ideas and mu m
ideas and |text opinions |information ideas and [structure |text types|opinions |in order information |information|places, |content of [of coherent |opinions m n.A1l..
supporting [types  |and for supporting |and and to identify  |from visual |for things  [something|writing that |about §] g
details in feelings |a specific details in [conventions feelings |points of data a specific  |and read or  |conveys |general m =

a text purpose a text of different view in a text, purpose events [seen personal  |topics and =

2.

text types distinguishing experiences |experiences m

fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 4

17 Literal 2%
18 Literal 3%
19 Literal 2%
20 Literal 3k
21 Inference | 3%
22 Inference | 2%

* Difficulty level based on empirical data: 1 =low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high

** Difficulty level assessed by experts: 1 =low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
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Access to Information from Access to Information from Written Texts Written Presentation
Spoken Texts (AIWT) (WP)
(AIST)

20% 60% 20% g
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks am o
Understand|Identify |Identify |Extract Draw Understand|Understand |Identify |Identify (Draw Extract/  |Extract Describe |React Produce a |Express m. W
the main [different |explicit |relevant |inferences|the main |the different [explicit |inferences interpret  |relevant  |people, [to the short piece [ideas and mu m
ideas and |text opinions |information ideas and |[structure |text types|opinions [in order information |information [places, |content of |of coherent |opinions m ,.Mlv_
supporting [types  |and for supporting |and and to identify  |from visual |for things  [something|writing that |about = @
details in feelings |a specific details in [conventions feelings [points of data a specific  |and read or |conveys [general m =

a text purpose a text of different view in a text, purpose events [seen personal  |topics and M

text types distinguishing experiences |experiences m

fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 5
23 Literal | 2%
24 Inference| 2%
25 Literal | 2%
26 Inference| 2%
27 Literal 3k
28 Peronal | 3%
response
Task 6

|1 | | | [ | 2 [ 2+

* Difficulty level based on empirical data: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high

** Difficulty level assessed by experts: 1 =low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
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Use of punctuation in the Scoring Key

; Separates complete, acceptable answers

() | An optional addition that is part of an acceptable answer

Separates acceptable words within an answer

TASK 1: Access to Information from Spoken Texts (AIST)

Possible

Task Item # | Item Type Scoring Key N e

1 MC = (a) His grades are not good 0,2

= other

= 6 /6 hours/ six 0,2

other

= (c) doesn't get enough sleep 0,2

= other

\CRN eI S el S = )
Il

= the pupil chose the following two answers: 0-2
drink hot chocolate
v read a book
watch TV
play sports
v listen to quiet music

1 = the pupil chose two answers and only one answer is
correct; the pupil chose only one correct answer.

0 = other; The pupil chose three or more answers (even
though one or more answers are correct).

5 MC 2 = (d) try the things she said 0,2
0 = other

‘.@ml dadiall e Lol
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TASK 2: Access to Information from Spoken Texts (AIST)

. Possible

Task Item # | Item Type Scoring Key Values
6 MC 2 = (b) to tell about the flying ambulance 0,2

0 = other
7 MC 2 = (a) They are airplanes 0,2

0 = other
8 MC 2 = (d) Many people in Australia live far away from 0,2

hospitals

0 = other
9 MC 2 = (c) why people need flying ambulances 0,2

0 = other
10 MC 2 = (b) She took care of his broken leg 0,2

0 = other

‘.L_.JL\Jl dadiall e Lauill
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TASK 3: Access to Information from Written Texts (AIWT)

Possible

Task Item # | Item Type Scoring Key Values

11 OP 3 = Any answer that relates to the fact that the hotel is 0,3
under the water.

Examples: It's underwater; The hotel is under the sea;
It's six meters under the water.

0 = other

12 OP 4 = Any answer that relates to the fact that Jules Verne 0,4
wrote (a book) about life under the sea. The answer
must refer to the writer in some way as well as to the
topic of the book. Examples: because Jules Verne wrote
a book about life under the water; because the writer/he
wrote about living under the sea.

= other

13 MC (c) What can you do at the hotel? 0,4

= other

w | o K~ | O
Il

14 OP = call; +1 650 793 3463; phone (the hotel); (send an) 0,3
email; info@vernes-hotel.com; (go to the hotel)

website; click (on the link)

= other

15 MC = (d) to make the text funny 0,3

other

16 MC = (b) an ad for the hotel 0,3

= other

S W O W | O
Il

‘.@ml dadiall e Lol

A"YUNN N NNDY7 N'72182'N119 17X¥'D — 1035 (N'ayn nDW1) Ni'nan N1ain 28
TIOND TV ,TIPNA NIV DTTHD THXIND MYIN — 17OXID MNNY ImMn D) ©




TASK 4: Access to Information from Written Texts (AIWT)

Task Item #

Item Type

Scoring Key

Possible
Values

17

OP

Name: Momo

Japan

Both colors must be written:

brown, white

three; 3 (kilograms)

25 (centimeters)

Any of the following:

chicken and tomatoes; chicken; tomatoes

S D WA

Eo
<]

five correct answers
four correct answers
three correct answers

two or less correct answers

: Japan's (police), in e: chicken and tomatoes as a prize

get 0

0,24

18

OP

earthquakes; disasters; earthquakes or other disasters;

other

0,3

19

MC

(c) to get into tiny places

other

0,3

20

OP

W O W O W

Any answer that relates to Momo’s achievement on the
tests. Tests must be mentioned.

Example: (because she) did (so) well on the tests

other

0,3

21

MC

(d) does important work

other

0,3

22

MC

S b~ O W | O

(b) She is the smallest dog working for the police

other

0,4

o il e 2
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TASK 5: Access to Information from Written Texts (AIWT)

Task Item # | Item Type

Scoring Key

Possible
Values

23 (0

Year What happened?

1965 a. (Beth) (was) born

b. 1990 Beth had an accident

Beth started to take part in tennis
competitions.

o
—

99

(@)

2007 d. (Beth) (won) (her) gold medal

Give 1 point for every correct answer

= other

0-4

24 MC

= (b) Beth's life changes

0,3

25 MC

0

3

0 = other
3 = (d) was feeling better
0

= other

0,3

26 OP

Both sections of this question must be answered to receive
points.

4 = The pupil circled "No" and copied the sentence
"(I still enjoy playing tennis, but) now it’s just for fun."

= other

0,4

27 MC

= (a) succeeding after being badly hurt

other

0,3

28 (0

W | oS W O
Il

= Any question relating to Beth’s life that does not have
an answer in the text.

Examples: What did you do while not doing sports for
five years?; I would like to ask her how she feels today.

0 = other

0,3
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TASK 6: Written Presentation (WP)

Possible
Task Item # | Item T Scoring K
ask Item em Type coring Key Values
29CA OP See instructions below 0-6
Communicative
Ability
29VO0 OP See instructions below 0-3
Vocabulary
29AC OP See instructions below 0-9
Accuracy
29LE OP See instructions below 02
Length

Assess the pupil’s writing according to the rating scales below. Grades are given for

Communicative Ability (0-6), Vocabulary (0-3), Accuracy (0-9), and Length (0-2) for the entire

task.

Note 1: The intermediate levels are for levels of writing that fall between the detailed descriptions

in Communicative Ability and Accuracy.

Note 2: If the content isn't relevant, give O for all criteria.

Communicative Ability

* All information is relevant to the topic 6
* Message is clear and easy to follow

5
* Information is relevant to the topic, but limited 4
* Message is partially clear and organized
* Information is limited and/or mostly irrelevant to the topic 2
* Message is difficult to follow
* Does not write in English 0

* Only copies instructions

o il e 2

31 "ywnn,’nann? n'72ixa o 1”0 - 1035 (NIyn N9W1) NIFN1A NN
TONN TN, TIPNI 1M ADTHY WIIND MY - 17N MNHDY IR 93 ©




Vocabulary

* Vocabulary is varied and appropriate 3
* Vocabulary is generally appropriate 2
* Vocabulary is limited 1
e Writes set(s) of isolated words 0
Accuracy

Note: If the pupil uses an “if” construction incorrectly, do not deduct points.

* Correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order) 9
* Occasional errors in compound or more complex sentences if attempted
* Mostly correct subject—verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
* Mostly correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

7-8
» Partially correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order) 6
* Errors in complex sentences if attempted
* Some errors of subject—verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
* Occasional errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

4-5
* Incorrect simple sentence structure 3
* Many errors of subject—verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions

OR
not enough language to assess accuracy

e Many errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

1-2
* Does not write in English 0
e Writes set(s) of isolated words
* Only copies instructions
Length
* Writes at least 65 words 2
e Writes 50-64 words 1
*  Writes 49 words or less 0
* Only copies instructions
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(A knock on the door)

Helen:
Adam:
Helen:

Adam:

Helen:

Adam:

Helen

Adam:
Helen:

Adam:

Helen:

Adam:

Helen:

Adam:

Helen:

Come in.
Hi, Helen! Can I talk to you?
Hi, Adam. How can I help you?

I need your help. I'm usually a good student but this year
my grades are very bad. I'm failing all my tests.

Okay, let’s try to find out what’s going on. Do you
understand everything in class?

Most of the time. Sometimes I fall asleep in class. I don't
know why.

Okay. When do you go to sleep?
Oh, about 12:30.
When do you wake up in the morning?

My parents wake me up at 6:30. I wake up but I am still
very tired.

I think you aren’t getting enough sleep. You only sleep for
6 hours. A teenager needs 8 hours of sleep a night.

Really? 8 hours of sleep? Wow. But I can’t fall asleep
earlier than 12:30. I like to chat with friends at night.

Chatting with friends before going to sleep can keep you
awake. You need to get more sleep so you don’t fall asleep
in class.

So, what can I do?

For the next three weeks try going to sleep earlier.
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Adam:

Helen:

Adam:

Helen:

Adam:

Helen:

Adam:

Helen:

Adam:

Helen:

What happens if I can’t fall asleep earlier?

You could try doing some sports in the afternoon so that
your body will be tired at night. But don’t do sports right
before going to sleep, that will keep you awake.

Really? Sometimes I go running late in the evening.

Yes Adam, sports wake you up, so if you run late in the
evening, you won't be tired by 11. Try running after
school.

Is watching TV in bed a good idea?

No, watching TV before going to sleep is not a good idea.
Instead, you could listen to quiet music, or read a book.

I just got a new book from my friend. I could read that
before going to sleep. I could also turn on the radio and
listen to music.

That'll be great. One more thing, do not drink cola or hot
chocolate before going to sleep because they have caffeine
in them and can keep you awake. If you are thirsty drink
some water. Try these ideas for three weeks. Come back
and see me to let me know how you're doing.

Thanks a lot. I'll see you in a few weeks, bye.
I hope you sleep well and let me know what’s going on!
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Interviewer: Good morning, I'm Mark Smith and today we are
going to talk to Dr. Elisabeth Lee from Australia.
Dr. Lee works on a flying ambulance. Let’s find out
about it.

Dr. Lee, please tell us, what is a flying
ambulance? Is it the same as a regular
ambulance?

Dr. Lee: No, the flying ambulance is a small airplane but it
has the same equipment that a regular ambulance
has. The doctors who work on this special
ambulance are called “The Flying Doctors”.

Interviewer: Wow! “Flying Doctors” on flying ambulances. How
unusual! Why do you need flying ambulances in
Australia?

Dr. Lee: Australia is very, very big. There are many people
who live on farms or in small towns very far
away from a big city and there are no hospitals
nearby. When people in these faraway places have
accidents or get really sick they need help quickly.
These people live so far away from a hospital that
it could take them a long time to get there by car.
So we go to get them and fly them to the hospital
quickly.

Interviewer: How do people contact the "Flying Doctors" when
they need them?
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Dr. Lee: We have a special telephone number that people
call when they need us.

When we get a call, we send a regular ambulance
to where that person is. That ambulance takes
the person to the nearest airport where the flying
ambulance is waiting.

The idea is to bring the person to a hospital as
quickly as possible. On the way, the doctors on the
airplane do everything they can to help the person
in need. Our doctors save lives in the sky all the
time!

Interviewer: Can you share an interesting story with us?

Dr. Lee: Sure. Just last week we had a call from a father
who lives very far from a hospital. The father
and his son were riding their horses together.
Suddenly, the boy screamed. The father turned
around and saw that his son, Tom, fell off the
horse. His leg hurt him very much and he couldn’t
move it. Their home is about six hours away from
a hospital, so he called the flying ambulance to get
help. The boy was in the flying ambulance very
quickly, on his way to the nearest hospital.

Interviewer: How did the doctors on the flying ambulance help
Tom?

Dr. Lee: I was one of the doctors on the airplane that day. I
put his leg up on a special pillow with ice, and kept
his leg from moving. I also gave Tom something to
stop the pain. I am happy to say that Tom’s leg is
going to be okay.

Interviewer: That's wonderful. Thank you, Dr. Lee, for telling
us about the flying ambulance, a very special
ambulance in Australia.

Join us next week when (fade out)
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