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Possible
. No. of | Possible Text Length of Possible Categories of
Domain Relevant Benchmarks Language g & .
Tasks Types Texts Item Types | Comprehension
Questions*
Access to = understand the main 2 = advertisement | ® Sentence Level One filling in a = Literal
Information ideas and supporting = announcement Structure: simple, | approximately chart / table = Integration
f details in a text and use = broadcast compound and 80—-100 graphic = Inference
mwcn_-m this knowledge as needed = conversation some complex seconds organizer
oken . .
p = identify different text excerpt from sentences Emﬁo.gsm
Texts ) a lesson . Level Two multiple-
types and use this . interview = Vocabulary: high approximatel choice
knowledge as needed frequency words pp y
20% " message 100 - 120 open-ended
() . . S (related to general
= identify explicit opinions = news / weather ) seconds (e.g.
. issues) .
and feelings report wh-questions
= oral = Verbs: a variety of and sentence
= extract relevant . .
. . . presentation tense forms, such completion)
information for a specific . .
purpose = speech as past EEE@ sequencing
= story past progressive,
= draw inferences = report present simple,

present
progressive,
future, present
perfect,
imperative
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Possible
. No. of | Possible Text Length of Possible Categories of
Domain Relevant Benchmarks Language g g .
Tasks Types Texts Item Types | Comprehension
Questions*
Access to = understand the main 3 advertisement | ® Sentence Level One = chart/ table = Literal
Information &om.m m:.& supporting mﬁo_o / report Structure: simple, | (two @amv = graphic = Integration
from details in a text and use biography compound and approximately organizer = Inference
Wri this knowledge as needed book cover some complex 100 -130 * matching = Personal response
ritten = understand the structure go&éa . sentences words and = multiple-
Texts m:.a conventions of comic strip * Vocabulary: high 160 — 200 choice
different text types and diary entry frequency words words = open-ended
60% use this knowledge as mw%_”;oé (related to general Level Two (e.g. .2:-
needed letter / email issues / themes) toxt questions
= identify different text etter / emai . ) (one ex ) and sentence
types and use this message = Verbs: a variety of | approximately completion)
knowledge as needed notice tense wo_).Bmw such | 270-320 = sequencing
. . C postcard as past simple, words
= identify explicit opinions . .
d feclings review past progressive,
an i i short present simple,
. QQQ E.woﬂo:owm in oﬁoa expository text present
wo identify .wo.::m .ow view story progressive,
in a text, distinguishing timetable / future, present
fact @oB. Opinion schedule perfect,
® extract / interpret travel guide imperative
information from visual web page
data flyer

= extract relevant
information for a specific

purpose
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. Relevant No. of Possible Text D
Domain Length of Tasks Assessment Criteria
Benchmarks Tasks Types
Written describe people, places, 1 60 — 80 words article (e.g. for Communicative Ability
Presentation things and events school = relevance
react to the content of :mémwmwoa ) o_m:Q om.Bmmmmmo

o something read or seen description = organization

20% email = vocabulary

produce a short piece
of coherent writing
that conveys personal
experiences

express ideas and
opinions about general
topics and experiences
using main ideas and
supporting details

extended form
forum

friendly letter
opinion

short composition
story

Accuracy

= use of basic syntactical and
grammatical structures (word
order and verb form)

= spelling

= basic punctuation and
capitalization

Length
= writes at least 60 words
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* Categories of Comprehension

Lower Order Thinking Skills (LOTS)
Literal Comprehension: Literal comprehension refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text. Questions that require literal
comprehension include items that can be answered directly from the text at the sentence level. They can be questions that require either

copying or rephrasing of information from the text.

Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)
Integration: Integration refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text but also requires accessing information from various
parts of the text in order to answer a given question. Questions that require integration include items that require thinking about how

ideas or information in the passage relate to each other as well as to an understanding of its main idea and supporting details.

Inference: Inference refers to an understanding of the implicit meaning of a text. Questions that require inference include items that involve
combining the pupils’ literal understanding of the text with their own knowledge and experiences in order to produce a response that is not

explicitly stated in the text. It also entails questions that require identification of a specific text type.

Personal response: Personal response refers to questions that call for pupils' personal involvement with the text. The answers come from
the pupils and are not found in the text. However, the answers must relate to the text. In order to answer personal response questions, pupils

have to draw on both their literal understanding of the text and their own knowledge and opinions.

N"YUNn,'n nN'D7 N'721X2 'N119 17¥'N — 1035 (N'AIyYn NDWA) NI'Nan N1ain 12
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Access to Information from Spoken Access to Information from Written Texts Written Presentation
Texts (AIWT) (WP)
(AIST)
20% 60% 20% g
@
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks qm o
Understand|Identify |Identify |Extract Draw Understand|Understand |Identify |Identify (Draw Extract/  |Extract Describe [React Produce a |Express w. W
the main [different |explicit |relevant |inferences |the main |the different [explicit |inferences interpret  |relevant  |people, [to the short piece |ideas and MJ m
ideas and |text opinions |information ideas and [structure  |text types|opinions |in order information |information |places, |content of |of coherent [opinions m pm.lv
supporting [types  |and for supporting |and and to identify  |from visual |for things  [something|writing that |about = e
details in feelings |a specific details in [conventions feelings |points of data a specific  |and reador |conveys |general 3 =
a text purpose a text of different view in a text, purpose events [seen personal  |topics and m.
text types distinguishing experiences [experiences =
fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 1
1 Literal | ]**
2 Literal | ]%**
3 Literal | ]*%*
4 Literal | ]**
5 Inference | 1-2%:

* Difficulty level based on empirical data: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high

** Difficulty level assessed by experts: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
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Access to Information from Spoken

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

Texts (AIWT) (WP)
(AIST)
20% 60% 20% g
@
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks am
Understand|Identify |Identify |Extract Draw Understand|Understand |Identify |Identify (Draw Extract/  |Extract Describe|React Produce a |Express m. W
the main [different |explicit |relevant |inferences|the main |the different [explicit |inferences interpret  |relevant  |people, |to the short piece |ideas and mu m
ideas and |text opinions [information ideas and [structure |text types|opinions |in order information |information|places, |content of [of coherent |opinions m n.MIv_
supporting |types  [and for supporting |and and to identify  |from visual |for things  [something|writing that |about = ©
details in feelings |a specific details in [conventions feelings |points of data a specific  |and reador |conveys |general M-nw._ =
a text purpose a text of different view in a text, purpose events [seen personal  |topics and M
text types distinguishing experiences [experiences S
fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 2
6 Literal | ] **
7 Literal | [ **
8 Literal | ] **
9 Literal |2 *%*
10 Literal | ]-2%*
11 Inference | 2 *3*
Task 3
12 Literal |2 *
13 Literal |2 *
14 Literal | ] *
15 Inference | 2 *
16 Integration| 2 *
17 Personal | 2 *
response

* Difficulty level based on empirical data: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
** Difficulty level assessed by experts: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
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Access to Information from Spoken

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

Texts (AIWT) (WP)
(AIST)

20% 60% 20% g

@

Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks em
Understand|Identify |Identify |Extract Draw Understand|Understand |Identify |Identify (Draw Extract/  |Extract Describe [React Produce a |Express w. W
the main |different |explicit |relevant inferences [the main  |the different [explicit |inferences interpret  |relevant people, [to the short piece |ideas and ma m
ideas and |text opinions |information ideas and |structure |text types|opinions |in order information |information |places, |content of |of coherent [opinions m n.MIv.
supporting |types and for supporting |and and to identify from visual |for things |something|writing that |about 'm“ &
details in feelings |a specific details in |conventions feelings |points of data a specific |and read or  |conveys general 3 e

a text purpose a text of different view in a text, purpose events [seen personal  |topics and M

o . . . . . =0

text types distinguishing experiences |experiences m

fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 4

18_a Literal |1 *
18_b Literal |2 *
18 ¢ Literal |2 *
19 Literal |2 *
20 Inference | 3 *
21 Inference | 2 *

* Difficulty level based on empirical data: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
** Difficulty level assessed by experts: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
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Access to Information from Spoken

Access to Information from Written Texts

Written Presentation

Texts (AIWT) (WP)
(AIST)
20% 60% 20% g
)
Benchmarks Benchmarks Benchmarks qmm. -
Understand|Identify |Identify |Extract Draw Understand|Understand |Identify (Identify (Draw Extract/  |Extract Describe|React Produce a |Express 3 w
the main |different |explicit |relevant inferences [the main  |the different [explicit [inferences interpret  |relevant  |people, [to the short piece [ideas and mu m
ideas and |text opinions |information ideas and |structure  |text types|opinions |in order information |information |places, |content of |of coherent [opinions m n.MI...
supporting [types  |and for supporting |and and to identify  |from visual |for things |something|writing that |about = <
details in feelings |a specific details in |conventions feelings |points of data a specific |and read or  |conveys |general = =
a text purpose a text of different view in a text, purpose events [seen personal  |topics and m
text types distinguishing experiences |experiences m
fact from using main
opinion ideas and
supporting
details
Task 5
22 a Literal |2 *
22 b Literal |3 *
22 ¢ Literal |2 *
22 d Literal | 3 *
22 e Literal |3 *
23 Literal |3 *
24 a Literal |3 *
24 b Literal |2 *
25 Literal | 3 *
26 Inference | 4 *
27 Personal | 3 *
response
Task 6
28 CA 3%
28_AC 3%
28 LE 2%

* Difficulty level based on empirical data: 1 =low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high

** Difficulty level assessed by experts: 1 = low; 2 = medium low; 3 = medium high; 4 = high
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Use of punctuation in the scoring key

; | Separates complete acceptable answers

() | An optional addition that is part of an acceptable answer

/ | Separates acceptable words within an answer

TASK 1: Access to information from spoken texts (AIST)

Task Item #

Item Type

Scoring Key

Possible
Values

OP

(They) (are)/(come) (from) England

other

0,1

MC

(c) the visitors to the school

other

0,2

MC

(a) what to do with their visitors

other

0,2

CL

DO DO O

The pupil chose the following two activities:
v' to show photos of their project

to play football with their visitors

to make pita bread in school
v' to eat breakfast in school

to clean up the beach

The pupil chose two activities and only one activity is
correct; The pupil chose only one correct activity.

other; The pupil chose three or more activities (even
though one or more activities are correct).

OP

Accept any answer that reflects a positive feeling.
Examples: excited; happy; good; enjoyment; great

Note: Do not accept “funny”.

other

0,1
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TASK 2: Access to information from spoken texts (AIST)

Task Item #| Item Type

Scoring Key

Possible
Values

MC

(d) He is reporting from the music festival.

other

0,2

MC

(b) to listen to music

other

0,2

MC

(d) The musicians are teenagers.

other

0,2

CL

\CRN eI S el S = )

The pupil chose the following two answers:
He will record a CD.

v He is a teenager.
He writes his own songs.
He is a famous singer.

v He plays the guitar.

The pupil chose two answers and only one answer is
correct; The pupil chose only one correct answer.

other; The pupil chose three or more answers (even
though one or more answers are correct).

0-2

10

0]

Accept any answer that relates to Dina and her singing
(a song).

Examples: Sing (a song); Sing the (new) song she wrote;
(She) (will) (play the guitar) (and) sing (a song); (She)
(will) perform; music; song

other

0,2

11

MC

(a) Musical Summer Evenings

other

0,2

o el e 3
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TASK 3: Access to information from written texts (AIWT)

Task Item #

Item Type

Scoring Key

Possible
Values

12

0]

Any of the following phrases or sentences copied

from the text: (Senet) (is) (the) oldest (board) game (in
the world); (Many Senet boards were) found in (old)
(Egyptian) tombs; (The Egyptians played Senet) (5,000)
years ago.

Note: Accept also answers that were rewritten from the
text (e.g. in the past).

Egyptian tombs; old

other

0,1,4

13

MC

(a) a game for two players

other

0,3

14

0]

(on) (the) Internet; online; site; web; website

other (e.g. iphone; ipod; computer)

0,3

15

MC

(c) to give his opinion about a game

other

0,4

16

0]

W o O WO W o =

Any answer which includes a request for new information
about Senet that does not already appear in the text.
Examples: What are the instructions to the game?; How
do you play the game?; What do you like most about
the game?; Where can you buy the game?

Note: Do not deduct for grammar or spelling mistakes.

Any answer which repeats information that is already
in the text or is irrelevant (e.g. Can you give me more
information about the game?).

0,3
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TASK 3: Access to information from written texts (AIWT)

Task Item # | Item Type

Scoring Key

Possible
Values

17

0) 3

3 =

The pupil marked Yes/No and the explanation matched
the opinion, was based on information from the text,
and was reasonable; The pupil did not mark Yes/No but
integrated a positive/negative answer in the explanation.
Examples: No, because it is a game for only two people;
Yes, because it makes you think and it is full of surprises;
Yes, I will enjoy playing it with my friends; I want to
play Senet because it is interesting; [ don’t want to play
it because I don’t like board games.

The pupil marked Yes/No, but the explanation did not
match the opinion, and/or was not based on information
from the text, and/or was not reasonable.

0,3

‘.L_.Jml dadall e Lol
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TASK 4: Access to information from written texts (AIWT)

Task Item #

Item Type

Scoring Key

Possible
Values

18 _a

OP

1947

other

0,2

18_b

0]

Any answer which states that he wrote a book or that he
wrote about his family (and experiences).

Examples: (Durrell/He) wrote a book; (wrote)*“My
Family and Other Animals”; wrote about his family

other

Note: Do not accept answers that relate to more than
one book (e.g. He wrote many books about animals.).

0,3

18 ¢

0]

Any answer that refers to opening a zoo.
Examples: Durrell’s zoo opened (on Jersey island); (He)
opened a zoo.

His dream came true.
other

Note: Do not accept answers in the negative (e.g. He
didn’t want animals to die.).

0,1,3

19

0]

(on the island of) Jersey (near England)

other

0,3
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TASK 4: Access to information from written texts (AIWT)

Task Item # | Item Type Scoring Key Possible
Values
20 0] 4 = Any answer that relates to two of the following three 0,2,4
ideas:
1. Durrell’s career as a writer
Examples: (He) wrote many books; (He) wrote a
famous book.
2. Durrell’s ideas about zoos
Examples: His ideas about zoos became popular all
over the world.
3. Durrell’s actions
Examples: He opened a (special) zoo; Durrell/He
helped/saved many animals (in his life).
One of the options above
Note: Two answers that incorporate the same idea are
considered as one (e.g. He was a writer. He wrote a
book.).
other
Note: Do not accept answers such as: “He was an
animal lover” without relating to what he did about it,
or “He was famous for his ideas” without mentioning
the idea.
21 MC (c) Durrell’s life 0,3

other

o el e 3
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TASK 5: Access to information from written texts (AIWT)

Task Item # | Item Type Scoring Key Possible
Values
22 a Oop 1 = (Dr.) Eli/Tagada 0,1
0 other
22 b Op 1 Doctor/Dr. (from children’s hospital); a (children’s) 0,1
doctor
0 = other
22 ¢ OPp 1 (Professor) Leila/Adnan 0,1
0 = other
22 d 0] 1 clown 0,1
0 other
22 e OP 1 Any answer that relates to jokes and/or making people 0,1
laugh.
Examples: how to make people laugh; how to tell jokes;
why some jokes are funnier than others; (telling) jokes
0 = other
4 (a) to explain how laughter helps sick children
23 MC 0,4
0 other
24_a OP 2 = Any answer that includes muscles and an appropriate 0,2
verb (e.g. use/work/exercise).
Example: (We) exercise our muscles.
0 other
24 b 0] 2 0,2

Any answer that describes improving your health.
Examples: (Our) (body) fights illness; (We) (become)
healthier; (We) feel better; better health

other; health; healthy

‘.@ml dadiall e Lol
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TASK 5: Access to information from written texts (AIWT)

Task Item #

Item Type

Scoring Key

Possible
Values

25

0]

Any answer that relates to reducing stress and/or
making people feel better or happier.

Examples: it can reduce stress; it can make me/you feel
happier/better; it can make unhappy people feel happy.

other (e.g. it is healthy to laugh; our body becomes
stronger.)

0,3

26

0]

interesting; fascinating; helpful; wonderful

Note: Accept answers with a phrase or a sentence that
includes one of the words above.

other

Note: Don’t accept the words: enjoy, importance and
good.

0,3

27

0]

Any answer that includes a name of a speaker and a

logical explanation that relates to what the speaker said.

Examples: Dr. Tagada, because I want to see the
movie he showed; I want to learn about the connection
between laughter and health.

Answer only includes explanation.
Example: I want to learn how to tell jokes.

Explanation isn’t related to the speaker that the pupil
chose (e.g. Dr. Tagada, because I want to learn how

to tell jokes.); Explanation is related to the speaker’s
job and not to what happened in the workshop (e.g.
Yolanda, I love clowns, they make me laugh); name of
the speaker only; other (e.g. I like movies.).

0,2,3

o el e 3
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TASK 6: Written presentation (WP)

Task Item # Item Type Scoring Key Possible
Values
28_CA Communicative Ability 0)y See instructions below 0-9
28_AC Accuracy op See instructions below |  0-9
28_LE Length 0)y See instructions below 0-2

Assess pupils’ writing according to the rating scales below. Grades are given for Communicative
Ability (0-9), Accuracy (0-9), and Length (0-2) for the entire task.

Note: The intermediate levels (1-2, 4-5, 7-8) are for levels of writing that fall between

the detailed descriptions in Communicative Ability and Accuracy.

Communicative Ability

All information is relevant to the topic
Message is clear and organized

Vocabulary is varied and appropriate

Information is relevant to the topic, but limited
Message is mostly clear and organized

Vocabulary is adequate and is generally appropriate

45

Information is limited and/or mostly irrelevant to the topic
Message is difficult to follow

Vocabulary is limited

1-2

Does not write in English
Copies instructions

Writes set(s) of isolated words
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Accuracy

*  Correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)

*  Occasional errors in compound or more complex sentences if attempted

*  Mostly correct subject—verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions ’
*  Mostly correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

7-8
*  Mostly correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
*  Errors in complex sentences if attempted
*  Some errors of subject—verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions 0
*  Some errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

4-5
* Incorrect simple sentence structure
*  Many errors of subject—verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions OR 3

not enough language to assess accuracy

e Many errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization

1-2
*  Does not write in English
e Writes set(s) of isolated words 0
*  Only copies instructions
Length
*  Writes at least 55 words 2
*  Writes between 40-54 words 1
e Writes 39 words or less 0
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Mrs. Hill: Good morning, everyone. I have some exciting news for you.
Next Monday a group of 8th-grade students from England is

coming to Israel and they will visit our school. The principal
wants us to welcome them and invite them to our class.

<excited noises in the classroom "yes, great, wow">

So, we need to think about what we can do together.
Do you have any ideas? Yes, Amir?

Amir: Let's make a poster and hang it on the school gate.
We'll write <stressed> Welcome in big letters.

Maya: A poster is great. Then, in class, we can talk about our
countries, Israel and England.

Amir: And of course, we can talk about football. I can tell them all
about Israeli football and they can tell us all about football in
England! I love football.

Mrs. Hill: <laughing> Yes, Amir, everyone knows you love playing
football. You can <stressed> all talk about your hobbies and
see if you all enjoy the same things.

After that, some of you can tell them about one of our school

projects.

Rani: <excited> Yes! Let's tell them about the 'Clean the Beach'
project.

Maya: We can show them photos of the beach before and after we

cleaned it. Maybe they can tell us about <stressed> their
school project.

Mrs. Hill: I'm sure they would like that. After the English lesson we
can have breakfast together. We can make them an Israeli
breakfast here in our classroom.

<excited noises in the classroom "yah, good" >
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Rani: We could all bring different food. I'll bring pita bread.

Maya: Pita bread is great. And I'll bring cheese. We'll also need
cucumbers and tomatoes.

Amir: I'll bring a watermelon and orange juice.

Mrs. Hill: Great ideas, everyone! We have a good plan for next
Monday. We will have a welcome poster for our visitors on
the school gate. In class we will talk about Israel and
England and your hobbies. After that we will tell them about
the beach project and show them the pictures. Then we will
have a delicious breakfast together. I'm sure our visitors will
enjoy their time at our school.
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Jack: Good evening! This is Jack Hanson from Music Radio on 70
FM. <stressed> Welcome to our weekly music program. This
week I'm speaking to you from the music festival in Green Park.
There has been some great music here in the park every Thursday
during the summer vacation. Tonight is the last night of the

summer music festival. Let's talk to one of the young people here
and find out more about what's happening tonight.

Jack: Hi. I'm Jack Hanson from Music Radio on 70 FM.
What's your name?

Mark: I'm Mark.
Jack: How old are you, Mark?
Mark: I'm 14 years old.

Jack: Tell me Mark, is this your first time at the music festival this
summer?

37 x'ywnn,/nnnnYy ni721xa01no 170 - 1035 (N2Iyn N9W1) NIFN1A NN



Mark:

Jack:

Mark:

Jack:

Mark:

Jack:

Mark:

Jack:

Mark:

Jack:

Oh no! My friends and I have been coming to the park every
Thursday evening. We heard some of our favorite singers and
musicians. We had a great time all summer. But tonight's festival
1s special.

What is special about it?

Tonight all the musicians are teenagers and they all live here in
town.

<amazed> That's really nice, so many young musicians and all
from the same town! Do you know any of them?

Sure! I'm here to listen to my older sister Dina. She's 16 years old
and a wonderful singer. She also plays the guitar. She was very
young when she started playing guitar.

Does Dina write her own songs too?

Yes, she does. She wrote a new song for tonight's show. She is
going to sing it for the first time tonight and soon she will record
it on a CD. Remember her name; I'm sure she will be famous one
day.

She must be very good. I'm looking forward to hearing her sing.
What about you, are you a musician too?

<laughing> Yes, we are all musicians in our family. I also play
the guitar but I'm not as good as Dina. I don't write my own
songs. Dina is the only one who writes songs in our family.

Thanks, Mark, and good luck to Dina. The music is about to
begin. Next week's program will come to you from a very special
concert in the desert. This is Jack Hanson from Music Radio on
70 FM.
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Guidelines for English Eighth- Grade
Meitzav 2011

Introduction

Overview

The Hebrew acronym Meitzav (n>190 m2a NSy My »111) has been translated
into GEMS (Growth and Effective Measures of Schools). As reflected in the name,
GEMS consists of a battery of tests, of which the English test is only one component.
We suggest that when analyzing the results, teachers take note of data collected
from the other components of GEMS and integrate the information to provide a
more comprehensive picture of their school in terms of achievement in the core
subjects (Hebrew/Arabic, Mathematics, English, Science), school climate and
pedagogical environment.

The internal Meitzav English test covers two domains in the English curriculum —
Access to Information and Presentation. (The domain of Social Interaction is
assessed in a sample of schools.) The test was designed to assess the achievement of
some of the benchmarks (in particular, those benchmarks that can be assessed
through more traditional testing procedures). The test is divided into three parts
owing to both logistic and pedagogical considerations. The first part consists of two
listening texts (of graduated levels of difficulty) designed to assess the benchmarks in
the domain of Access to Information from oral texts. The second part consists of two
reading texts (of graduated levels of difficulty) designed to assess the benchmarks in
the domain of Access to Information from written texts. The third part consists of

one reading task (the most demanding) designed to assess the benchmarks in the
domain of Access to Information from written texts, and one written task designed
to assess benchmarks in the domain of Presentation.

The purpose of these guidelines is to provide teachers with a better understanding
of the aims of the Meitzav English test and the test content as well as to enable them
to make use of the test results in their classroom teaching. This guide includes a
mapping of the test together with a detailed Answer Key for grading student
performance. It also presents analyzed samples of student performance, including
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both common errors and pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching. This
analysis may serve teachers in analyzing and interpreting the results of their classes,
in diagnosing students' strengths and weaknesses, as well as in allowing comparison
of performance against national norms.

Ministry Publications

The ministry provides a number of publications that you will find helpful in your
teaching. The Ministry site for English can be found at the following URL:
http://www.education.gov.il/english

The following are short descriptions of relevant publications with links to each.

National English Curriculum

"The goal of this new curriculum is to set standards for four domains of English
language learning: social interaction; access to information; presentation; and
appreciation of literature and culture, and language. According to this curriculum, by
the end of twelfth grade, pupils should be able to:

e interact effectively in a variety of situations,

e obtain and make use of information from a variety of sources and media,

e present information in an organized manner,

e appreciate literature and other cultures and the nature of language."
Online: http://www.education.gov.il/tochniyot limudim/engl.htm#2 2

Curriculum for Pupils with Special Needs

"The purpose of the booklet is to serve as a guide for the modification and
implementation of the National English Curriculum (2001) for students with
disabilities."

Online: http://cms.education.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/4484CB64-E1CC-4DDE-B38C-
DOC704E538F4/71242/English0137.pdf

Assessment Guidelines 2001

"This booklet seeks to explain the principles of classroom assessment as outlined in
Section One of the English Curriculum: Principles and Standards for Learning English
as a Foreign Language for All Grades (Ministry of Education, 2001, pp. 19-20). It
focuses on a performance-based approach to education in general and classroom
assessment in particular, and is closely connected to the Curriculum’s underlying
principles."

Online:

http://cms.education.gov.il/EducationCMS/Units/Mazkirut Pedagogit/English/Publi
cations/Assessment_Guidelines/

NUUNN N NN D783 1019 27¥N0 - 1035 (NYN n5Wa) Nifnan niain



Bank of Performance Tasks for Junior High School

"The tasks in the bank cover a range of benchmarks at the intermediate level and are
intended to enhance the repertoire of available instruments for assessing students.
Student performance on the various tasks provides the teacher with information as
to student language development and achievement. The tasks also serve as models
for teachers wishing to develop their own performance tasks."

Online:
http://cms.education.gov.il/EducationCMS/Units/Rama/maagaraimesimot/MaagreMesimot

/MaagarMisimot.htm
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Mapping of the English Meitzav Test

Introduction

The mapping of the test consists of the following: (a) an overview of each of the
tasks, (b) the text itself (where relevant), and (c) item information relating to levels
of comprehension® and levels of difficulty?, or a scoring rubric (where relevant).

For the tasks related to the domain of Access to Information from oral texts, the
overview includes the following: (a) a description of the text (text type, topic,
linguistic aspects, and length of texts), (b) the transcript of the text and test items
(number and type), (c) suggestions for administration, and (d) pedagogical
recommendations for classroom teaching.

For the tasks related to the domain of Access to Information from written texts, the
overview includes the following: (a) a description of the text (text type, topic,

! Levels of Comprehension:

Lower Order Thinking Skills (LOTS)

Literal Comprehension: Literal comprehension refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text.
Questions that require literal comprehension include items that can be answered directly from the text at the
sentence level. They can be questions that require either copying or rephrasing of information from the text.

Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)

Integration: Integration also refers to an understanding of the explicit meaning of a text but also requires
accessing information from various parts of the text in order to answer a given question. Questions that require
integration include items that require thinking about how ideas or information in the passage relate to each
other as well as to an understanding of its main idea and supporting details.

Inference: Inference refers to an understanding of the implicit meaning of a text. Questions that require
inference include items that involve combining the students' literal understanding of the text with their own
knowledge and experiences in order to produce a response that is not explicitly stated in the text. It also entails
questions that require identification of a specific text type.

Personal response: Personal response refers to questions that call for pupils’ personal involvement with the text.
The answers come from the pupils and are not found in the text. However, the answers must relate to the text. In
order to answer personal response questions, pupils have to draw on both their literal understanding of the text
and their own knowledge and opinions.

? Levels of Difficulty: The level of difficulty for each item is given on a scale of 1 to 4, where 1 represents a low
level of difficulty and 4 represents a high level of difficulty. The levels of difficulty were calculated based on
empirical data. The level of difficulty is established by calculating the percent of correct answers for a particular
item. For example, the low level of difficulty (1) means that 85%-100% of students answered correctly.

1= 85%100%
2= 65%-84%
3= 40%-64%
4= 20%-3%%
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linguistic aspects, length of texts) and test items (number and type), (b) suggestions
for administration, and (c) pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching.
For the task related to the domain of Presentation, a detailed scoring rubric is
included (Task 6).

Part A

The first part of the Meitzav English test relates to the domain of Access to
Information from oral texts. This part consists of two listening tasks, sequenced in
order of increasing difficulty (Tasks 1 and 2).

Task 1

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Classroom discussion

Topic: Planning a reception for visitors from overseas

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure, use of
modals, sequence expressions

Item description
Total number of test items: 5
Item types: Open-ended — 2, closed (multiple-choice) -2, CL-1

Administration

The students hear the text twice and read the instructions. (Instructions are given in

Hebrew/Arabic on the tape and appear in English and in Hebrew/Arabic on the test

paper.)

Recommendations:

e Allow time prior to listening for students to read the questions.

e Encourage students to check their answers prior to the second listening; time is
allotted for this on the recording.

e Encourage students to check their answers after completing the task.

Transcript

Mrs. Hill:  Good morning, everyone. | have some exciting news for you. Next Monday
a group of 8th-grade students from England is coming to Israel and they
will visit our school. The principal wants us to welcome them and invite
them to our class. So we need to think about what we can do together. Do
you have any ideas? Yes Amir?

Amir: Let's make a poster and hang it on the school gate. We'll write Welcome
in big letters.

Maya: A poster is great. Then, in class, we can talk about our countries, Israel
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and England.

Amir: Of course, we can talk about football. | can tell them all about Israeli
football and they can tell us all about football in England. | love football.

Mrs. Hill:  Yes, Amir, everyone knows you love playing football. You can all talk
about your hobbies and see if you all enjoy the same things. After that,
some of you can tell them about one of our school projects.

Rani: Yes! Let's tell them about the “Clean the Beach” project.

Maya: We can show them photos of the beach before and after we cleaned it.
Maybe they can tell us about their project.

Mrs. Hill:  I'm sure they would like that. After the English lesson we can have
breakfast together. We can make an Israeli breakfast here in our

classroom.

Rani: We could all bring different food. I'll bring pita bread.

Maya: Pita bread is great. And I'll bring cheese. We'll also need cucumbers and
tomatoes.

Amir: I'll bring a watermelon and orange juice.

Mrs. Hill:  Great ideas, everyone! We have a good plan for next Monday. We will
have a welcome poster for our visitors on the school gate. In class we will
talk about Israel and England and your hobbies. After that we will tell
them about the beach project and show them the pictures. Then we will
have a delicious breakfast together. I'm sure our visitors will enjoy their
time at our school.

Analysis of the transcript

The text type of a classroom discussion is obviously familiar to all students not only
in English but in all their other subjects. The particular classroom discussion
presented in this task focuses on planning for a future visit of students from
overseas. This classroom discussion is led by the teacher as she encourages the
students to suggest activities that can be done together with these visitors. The
activities suggested by the students are also familiar to eighth-graders. The number
of participants in the discussion is limited so as not to confuse the students since it is
difficult to keep track of too many characters when listening to a text. At the end of
the discussion, the teacher sums up all the suggestions, and this was included in the
text to allow for redundancy and repetition for students as they listen. The
discussion is characterized by simple tenses and questions and answers.
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Item breakdown

Item information Answer Key
Item 1 1 = (They) (are)/(come) (from) England
Benchmark: 0 = other

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

1

Sample analysis of this item
The item:
Where is the group of students coming from?

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:
This item assesses the student's ability to identify a detail within the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has located the relevant information and
has differentiated between the two groups of students mentioned in the text. Students who
answered incorrectly may have misunderstood that the visiting group comes from England
since this was mentioned in the sentence together with the fact that they were coming to
Israel (sample response: " the group of students coming from Israel"). Another possibility
could be that the students did not realize that the text refers to two different groups
(sample response: "8 students coming of Israel in England the art school").

Item information Answer Key
Item 2 2 = (c) the visitors to the school
Benchmark: 0 = other

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

1

Sample analysis of this item
The item:
The students are preparing a poster to welcome
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Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
This item assesses the student's ability to identify the purpose of an activity.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the purpose of the activity,
that is, the reason for preparing the poster was to welcome the foreign students. Students
who answered incorrectly may have understood specific details of the activity, but not its

main purpose.

Item information Answer Key
Item 3 2 = (a) what to do with their visitors
Benchmark: 0 = other

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

1

Sample analysis of this item
The item:
What are the students talking about?

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
This item assesses the student's ability to identify the main idea in the class discussion.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified that the main idea of the
discussion was to entertain the visitors. Students who answered incorrectly may have
focused on the specific activities suggested by the different pupils without managing to

move from these details to a generalization.
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Item information

Answer Key

Item 4

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

1

2 = The pupil chose the following two
activities:

_v'_to show photos of their class project
____ to play football with their visitors
_____ to make pita bread in school

_ v to eat breakfast in school
_____toclean up the beach

1 = The pupil chose two activities and only
one activity is correct; The pupil chose only
one correct activity.

0 = other; The pupil chose three or more
activities (even though one or more activities
are correct).

Sample analysis of this item
The item:

What are the students planning for next Monday?

Tick (v) two activities.

Item characteristics:
Closed

Considerations when designing the item:

This item assesses the student's ability to identify specific details embedded in the class

discussion.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the two individual activities

that were suggested.
A student who ticked the option:

e "to play football with their visitors" would have picked up on the mention of
"football" without realizing that it wasn't a suggested activity.

e "to make pita bread in school" would have picked up on the word "pita" but missed
the fact that the suggestion was to bring pita and not make pita.

e "to clean up the beach" would have picked up on the fact that this was mentioned;
however, he/she missed the fact that it was part of a project.

Note that the distractors were designed to include partial information from the text, and on

analysis of the student's performance you can get an idea of the level of listening

comprehension.
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Item information Answer Key

Item 5 1 = Accept any answer that reflects a positive
Benchmark: feeling. Examples: excited; happy; good;
Understand the main ideas and supporting enjoyment; great

details in a text Note: Do not accept "funny".

Level of comprehension: 0 = other

Inference

Estimated level of difficulty:

1-2

Sample analysis of this item

The item:

How do the students feel about the visit?

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:
This item assesses the student's ability to infer feelings based on the participants' speech
(tone, content, etc.) and background effects.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has inferred that the class is excited and
happy about the upcoming visit. This inference could have been based on any or all of the
following: (a) tone of voice(s); (b) range of suggestions; (c) level of participation in the
discussion; (d) background effects. Students who answered incorrectly may not have been

able to recognize any or all of the above, or may not have understood the question.

General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 1
and based on items 1-5
A. During the year, students should be exposed to the following:
(i)  Avariety of text types (see also Table of Specifications)
(ii) A range of topics that should generally be familiar to students
(iii)  Listening texts that include a limited number of characters
(iv) Texts that include a high level of redundancy (as redundancy is a
typical feature of oral speech and repetition is important for the
listener)
(v) Arange of text lengths and levels of difficulty
(vi) A range of accents and both non-native and native speakers
B. Skills to work on with your students:
e identifying topics (first at the paragraph level and then at the text level)
e differentiating main ideas from supporting details
e classifying and categorizing (e.g. activity, place, time)
C. Items to practice with your students:
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e items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
e items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)

Task 2

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Radio broadcast

Topic: Music festival

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary; simple, compound and
complex sentence structure; basic tenses.

Item description

Total number of test items: 6

Item types: Closed — multiple-choice — 4, each with 4 options (one correct answer
and three distractors); open question—1; CL—1

Administration

The students hear the text twice and read the instructions. (Instructions are given in

Hebrew/Arabic on the tape and appear in English and in Hebrew/Arabic on the test

paper.)

Recommendations:

e Allow time prior to listening for students to read the questions.

e Encourage students to check their answers prior to the second listening; time is
allotted for this on the recording.

e Encourage students to check their answers after completing the task.

Transcript

Jack: Good evening! This is Jack Hanson from Music Radio on 70 FM. Welcome to
our weekly music program. This week I'm speaking to you from the music
festival in Green Park. There has been some great music here in the park
every Thursday during the summer vacation. Tonight is the last night of the
summer music festival. Let's talk to one of the young people here and find out
more about what's happening tonight.

Jack: Hi. I'm Jack Hanson from Music Radio on 70 FM. What's your name?

Mark: I'm Mark.

Jack: How old are you, Mark?

Mark: I'm 14 years old.

Jack: Tell me Mark, is this your first time at the music festival this summer?

Mark: Oh no! My friends and | have been coming to the park every Thursday
evening. We heard some of our favorite singers and musicians. We had a
great time all summer. But tonight's festival is special.
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Jack: What is special about it?

Mark: Tonight all the musicians are teenagers and they all live here in town.

Jack: That's really nice, so many young musicians and all from the same town! Do
you know any of them?

Mark: Sure! I'm here to listen to my older sister Dina. She's 16 years old and a
wonderful singer. She also plays the guitar. She was very young when she
started playing the guitar.

Jack: Does Dina write her own songs too?

Mark: Yes, she does. She wrote a new song for tonight's show. She is going to sing it
for the first time tonight and soon she will record it on a CD. Remember her
name; I'm sure she will be famous one day.

Jack: She must be very good. I'm looking forward to hearing her sing. What about
you, are you a musician too?

Mark: Yes, we are all musicians in our family. | also play the guitar but I'm not as
good as Dina. | don't write my own songs. Dina is the only one who writes
songs in our family.

Jack: Thanks, Mark, and good luck to Dina. The music is about to begin. Next
week's program will come to you from a very special concert in the desert.
This is Jack Hanson from Music Radio on 70 FM.

Analysis of the transcript

The radio broadcast consists of an interview that takes place at a music festival. The
purpose of the interview is to describe to the listeners what is going on there. The
radio host interviews a teenager whose sister is supposed to sing at the festival.

The considerations in designing the task were as follows:

a. The information in the radio broadcast relates to the experiences of eighth-grade
students, as most go to rock concerts. Thus, it is assumed to be familiar to all.
b. The interview is characterized by simple tenses.

Item breakdown

Item information Answer Key
Item 6 2 =(d) He is reporting from the music
Benchmark: festival.

Understand the main ideas and supporting 0= other

details in a text

Level of comprehension:
Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:
1

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What is Jack Hanson doing at the park?
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Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
In order to respond to the item, the student needs to identify the participants (e.g.
interviewer) in the radio broadcast.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has been able to identify the interviewer
and the aim of the interview. Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood
the role of the first speaker in the radio broadcast (usually the host of the show), who is
supposed to report/tell about a new piece of news. Another possibility is that they confused
Jack Hanson's name with another name in the text [if they chose items (a) or (b)].

Item information Answer Key
Item 7 2 = (b) to listen to music
Benchmark: 0 = other

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

1

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Why did Mark and his friends come to the park every Thursday?

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
This item was designed to tap into the student's ability to understand a detail that is
presented in the first part of the radio broadcast.

Analysis of students' performance:
Successful performance indicates that the student has understood that the music festival
takes place every week. Furthermore, the student was able to distinguish that fact from the
details about tonight's show, which involved only teenage singers.
A student who ticked the option:
e "to write about the festival" may have picked up on the fact that Dina wrote songs.
e "to talk to Jack Hanson" may have picked up the fact that Jack was interviewing the
teenagers and the teenagers were talking to him.
e "to sing their songs" may have picked up on the fact that some teenagers were
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singing, but Mark and his friends had actually come to watch.
Note that the distractors were designed to include partial information from the text, and on
analysis of the student's performance you can get an idea of the level of listening
comprehension.

Item information Answer Key
Item 8 2 = (d) The musicians are teenagers.
Benchmark: 0 = other

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

1

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Why is tonight's festival special?

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
This item was designed to tap into the student's ability to understand one of the main ideas
of the text.

Analysis of students' performance:
Successful performance indicates that the student has understood the specific feature of
tonight's concert. Students who answered incorrectly may have focused on the wrong detail
in the text without creating the correct mental map of the text.
A student who ticked the option:
e "The songs are new" picked up on the word "new" and connected it with Dina's
singing the new song that night.
e "The festival is in the park" may have thought that being in the park makes it a
special event.
e "The singers are famous" may have picked up on the word "famous", which actually
referred to Dina's possible future status.
Note that the distractors were designed to include partial information from the text, and on
analysis of the student's performance you can get an idea of the level of listening

comprehension.
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Item information

Answer Key

Item 9

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

2 = The pupil chose the following two
answers:

____Hewill record a CD.

_ v Heis a teenager.

_____He writes his own songs.

_____Heis afamous singer.

_ v He plays the guitar.

1 = The pupil chose two answers and only
one answer is correct; The pupil chose only
one correct answer.

0 = other; The pupil chose three or more
answers (even though one or more answers
are correct).

Sample analysis of this item

The question:

What do you know about Mark?
Tick (v') the two correct answers.

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:

This item requires the student to pick up on information given in two sentences taken from

different parts of the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the specific details. The first

detail is the fact that Mark is a teenager. This can be found in the sentence "I'm 14...". The

second sentence introduces the fact that he plays the guitar. Students who answered

incorrectly may not have understood the details.

A student who ticked the option:

e "he will record a CD" may have picked up on the mention of a "CD" when talking

about his sister.

e "he writes his own songs" may have picked up on Mark's description of his sister

writing her own songs.

e "heis a famous singer" may have picked up on the individual words "famous" and

"singer".

Note that the distractors were designed to include partial information from the text, and on

analysis of the student's performance you can get an idea of the level of listening

comprehension.
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Item information

Answer Key

Item 10

Benchmark: Understand the main ideas and
supporting details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Estimated level of difficulty:

1-2

2 = Accept any answer that relates to Dina
and her singing (a song).

Examples: Sing (a song); Sing the (new) song
she wrote; (She) (will) (play the guitar) (and)
sing (a song); (She) (will) perform; music;
song

0 = other

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What is Dina going to do at the festival?

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:

This item taps into the student's ability to identify one of the supporting details of the main

idea.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has successfully understood the role of

Dina in the text, i.e., the fact that Mark's sister, Dina, is one of the singers at tonight's

concert (sample response: "Dina will sing and play the guitar"). Students who answered

incorrectly may have been unable to retrieve the details (sample response: "Dina is 16 years

old, she has beautiful sing").

Item information

Answer Key

Item 11

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Inference

Estimated level of difficulty:

2

2 = (a) Musical Summer Evenings
0 = other

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Choose a name for the festival.

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice
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Considerations when designing the item:

This item taps into the student's ability to pick up on a particular detail that was mentioned
at the beginning of the text. The reporter mentioned only once that the concert that evening
was part of a summer festival that involved weekly concerts.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has successfully picked up on the fact that
the concert that night was only one of a series of concerts that made up the summer
festival.

A student who ticked the option:

e "Musical Families on Stage" may have picked up on the fact that there was a brother
and sister at the festival.

e "The Desert Festival" picked up on the last part of the listening text and heard that
the next festival will be in the desert (thus being most recent in the student's
memory).

e "The Guitar Festival" may have picked up on the mention of a guitar.

General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 2
and based on items 6-11
A. Have your students practice their listening skills by using a variety of oral
texts of differing lengths and levels of difficulty.
B. Skills to work on with your students:
e identifying topics (first at the paragraph level and then at the text level)
e identifying text organization (listing, sequence, cause and effect,
comparison and contrast, etc.)
e differentiating main ideas from supporting details
e classifying and categorizing (e.g. activity, place, time)
C. Items and questions to practice with your students:
e items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
e items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g. the use
of examples)
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Part B

The second part of the test relates to the domain of Access to Information from
written texts (Tasks 3 and 4). The tasks are sequenced in order of difficulty.

Task 3

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: Newspaper column

Topic: Opinion about a game

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure,
present and past tenses.

Length of text: 133 words

Analysis of the text

Newspaper columns are familiar to students from their exposure to them during
their years at school. The extra-textual features that include a picture and the rating
scale of stars may contribute to the global understanding of the text.

Item description
Total number of test items: 6
Item types: Open — 4, closed (multiple-choice) — 2

Administration
Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and
Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to check their answers.

Item information Answer Key
Item 12 4 = Any of the following phrases or
Benchmark: sentences copied from the text: (Senet) (is)
Understand the main ideas and supporting (the) oldest (board) game (in the world);
details in a text (Many Senet boards were) found in (old)
Level of comprehension: (Egyptian) tombs; (The Egyptians played
Literal Senet) (5,000) years ago.
Level of difficulty: Note: Accept also answers that were
2 rewritten from the text (e.g. in the past).
1 = Egyptian tombs; old
0 = other

Sample analysis of this item

The question:

Senet isn't a new game.

Copy a sentence from the text that shows this.
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Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
This item taps into the student's ability to find evidence in the text for an assertion made in
the question.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the evidence from the text
to justify the assertion. Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood the
instruction and/or may not have identified the relevant information in the text (sample
response: "you will enjoy playing it with your friends"). Incorrect answers may also indicate
that students are not familiar with presenting a quote from a text that supports an idea or a
paraphrase of the quote.

Item information Answer Key
Item 13 3 =(a) a game for two players
Benchmark: 0 = other

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Nati gave Senet only four stars because it's

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
This item taps into the student's ability to look for a specific detail in the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the reason for a fact
mentioned in the question and understood the cause and effect relationship and the use of
"that's why" to indicate this relationship.

A student who ticked the option:

e "not a popular game" may have based his/her response either on a
misunderstanding of the use of stars to represent an opinion; or has picked up on
the bolded word "only" which implies a negative connotation.

e "averyold game" may have simply referred back to the description and perhaps
based his choice on his/her own belief that old is necessarily negative; thus the
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student is relating to his/her impression rather than searching for evidence in the
text.

e "agame full of surprises" may have understood that four stars is a relatively high
score and this has literally been stated in the text. There may also have been a
problem in understanding the emphasis on the word "only", which should have
signaled a more negative opinion.

Note that the distractors were designed to include partial information from the text, and on
analysis of the student's performance you can get an idea of the level of listening
comprehension.

Item information Answer Key

Item 14 3 = (on) (the) Internet; online; site; web;
Benchmark: website

Extract relevant information for a specific 0 = other (e.g. iphone; ipod; computer)
purpose

Level of comprehension:
Literal

Level of difficulty:

1

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Where can you find more information about Senet?

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:
The student is required to identify the location ("where") in which he/she can find more
information.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the sentence that explicitly
states the answer (i.e., on the Internet). Students who answered incorrectly may not have
understood what the question requires.

Item information Answer Key
Item 15 4 = (c) to give his opinion about a game
Benchmark: 0 = other

Identify different text types
Level of comprehension:
Inference

Level of difficulty:

2
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Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Why did Nati write the text?

Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the student's global understanding of the topic of the
text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has understood the purpose of writing
the review, i.e., to share his/her opinion with the readers of the magazine.

A student who ticked the option:

e "to describe life in Egypt" may have based his/her response on the fact that the
whole first paragraph is devoted to the history of the game in Egypt, or just noticed
the word "Egypt".

e "to explain how to play Senet" may have based his/her response on the expectation
that most reviews include an explanation of how to play the game, or on the fact
that since it is a game, it would require an explanation of how to play it.

e "to tell about a new website" may have based his/her response on the fact that the
Internet is mentioned at the end of the text.

Note that the distractors were designed to include partial information from the text, and on
analysis of the student's performance you can get an idea of the level of listening
comprehension.

Item information Answer Key

Item 16 3 = Any answer which includes a request for

Benchmark: new information about Senet that does not

Understand the main ideas and supporting already appear in the text.

details in a text Examples: What are the instructions for the

Level of comprehension: game?; How do you play the game?; What

Integration do you like most about the game?; Where

Level of difficulty: can you buy the game?

2 Note: Do not deduct for grammar or spelling
mistakes.

0 = Any answer which repeats information
that is already in the text or is irrelevant (e.g.
Can you give me more information about the
game?).
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Sample analysis of this item

The question:

You want to know more about Senet.
Write Nati a question.

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:

The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to relate to the text by drawing on
his/her own knowledge of the concept of games (e.g. instructions for playing, places to buy

them, etc.) with the restriction of having to come up with questions that have not already

been addressed in the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has understood what games involve.

Students who answered incorrectly may not have noticed the restriction "more" or may not

have been specific enough in their questions. In other words, their questions were too

general and did not refer to specific aspects of the game (sample response: "Do you want to

know more about Senet"?).

Item information

Answer Key

Item 17

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Personal response

Level of difficulty:

2

3 = The pupil marked Yes/No and the
explanation matched the opinion, was based
on information from the text, and was
reasonable; The pupil did not mark Yes/No
but integrated a positive/negative answer in
the explanation.

Examples: No, because it is a game for only
two people; Yes, because it makes you think
and it is full of surprises; | want to play Senet
because it is interesting; | don't want to play
it because | don't like board games.

0 = The pupil marked Yes/No, but the
explanation did not match the opinion,
and/or was not based on information from
the text, and/or was not reasonable.

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Would you like to play Senet?

Item characteristics:
Open-ended
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Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to express his/her personal view,
drawing on the literal understanding of the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student could use the relevant information from
the text to support his/her choice, for example, "because | don't like a game for only 2
players". Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood what information
can be useful for supporting their opinion (sample response: "because | don't like new
games"). There may not have been a match between the explanation and the positive or
negative opinion.

General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 3
and based on items 12-17
A. Provide your students with many opportunities for reading a wide variety of
texts independently. Have your students practice their reading skills by using
a variety of texts of differing lengths and levels of difficulty. Pay particular
attention to working with texts that consist of at least 95% familiar
vocabulary.
B. Skills to work on with your students:
e recognizing different text types through previewing the text
e recognizing the general features of a recommendation column (e.g.
description of the item recommended, personal experience, rating the
item on a known scale )
e differentiating main ideas from supporting details
e referring back to the text when answering questions and not just basing
answers on personal beliefs and impressions
e putting themselves in the place of the writer, viewing the topic from the
writer's perspective
C. Items and questions to practice with your students:
e items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
e items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)
e items that tap into understanding how features of a text promote reading
comprehension
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Task 4
Discourse features (text description)
Text type: Informative

Topic: Gerald Durrell, the famous conservationist

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure, past

and present tenses.
Length of text: 198 words

Item description
Total number of test items: 4

Item types: Closed (multiple-choice) — 1; open-ended — 2; table completion — 1

Administration

Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and

Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to check their answers.

Item information Answer Key

Item 18 18 _a

Benchmark: 2=1947

Extract relevant information for a specific 0 = other

purpose 18 b

Level of comprehension: 3 = Any answer which states that he wrote a
18 a - Literal book or that he wrote about his family (and
18 b — Literal experiences).

18 c - Literal Examples: (Durrell/He) wrote a book; (wrote)
Level of difficulty: "My Family and Other Animals"; wrote about
18 a—-1 his family.

18 b-2 0 = other

18 c—-2 Note: Do not accept answers that relate to

more than one book (e.g. He wrote many
books about animals.).

18 ¢

3 = Any answer that refers to opening a zoo.
Examples: Durrell's zoo opened (on Jersey
island); (He) opened a zoo.

1 = His dream came true.

0 = other

Note: Do not accept answers in the negative
(e.g. He didn't want animals to die).
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Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Fill in the missing information in the table below.

Item characteristics:
Table completion

Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to identify a detail within the text. An
analysis of each item in the table is presented separately below.

Analysis of students' performance:

Iltem 18_a: Successful performance indicates that the student has understood the content of
the statement and was able to find a paraphrase of the statement in the text. It involved
understanding one main vocabulary item: "countries". When the meaning of this word was
accessed, the student had to look for a sentence in the text that mentions the word itself
(which is a generalization) or some examples of it (i.e., England, Africa). The knowledge that
names of countries start with a capital letter may have been used to locate these names.
Unlike the necessity to understand the meaning of the word "countries", the meaning of the
word "visited" (in the question) or "traveled" in the text was optional. This is because once
the information about the two countries was located in the text, the student just had to look
for a number (i.e., year) that appears in the closer context — at the beginning of the
sentence.

Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood the word "countries" and/ or
may have accessed an incorrect part of the text that included names of places that start with
capital letters and have a year number in the closer context.

ltem 18 _b:

Successful performance indicates that the student has located the number "1955" in the text
and has been able to infer that the word "it" refers to the word "book" in the preceding
sentence. In other words, the student was able to understand the anaphoric signal (the word
"it") that links back to prior information in the text. Students who answered incorrectly may

not have understood the referent of the word "it", and/or may not have accessed the
correct part of the text.

Iltem 18_c:

Successful performance indicates that the student has located the number "1958" in the text
and has understood that the temporal clause following the number gives a description of
what happened in that year.

Students who answered incorrectly may not have accessed the correct part of the text
and/or may not have understood the content of the sentence in which "1958" appeared
(i.e., the target sentence). Instead, they may have referred to the previous sentence (e.g.

"Durrell had a dream to open a special zoo").
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Item information Answer Key

Item 19 3 = (on the island of) Jersey (near England)
Benchmark: 0 = other

Extract relevant information for a specific
purpose

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Where is Durrell's special zoo?

Item characteristics:
Open question

Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to locate a specific detail within the
text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has located the relevant information in
the text. Students who answered incorrectly may not have located the relevant information
regarding the location of the zoo and/or may have confused the meaning of the wh-
word "where" with that of "why" (sample performances: "his zoo save animal in danger of
extinction"; "to see animals and learn about their importance"). Other students may have
picked up only on the words "special zoo" without attending to the question word (sample

performance: "Durrell had a dream to open a special zoo").

Item information Answer Key

Item 20 4 = Any answer that relates to two of the
Benchmark: following three ideas:

Understand the main ideas and supporting | 1. Durrell's career as a writer

details in a text Examples: (He) wrote many books; (He)
Level of comprehension: wrote a famous book.

Inference 2. Durrell's ideas about zoos

Level of difficulty: Examples: His ideas about zoos became

3 popular all over the world.

3. Durrell's actions
Examples: He opened a (special) zoo;
Durrell/He helped/saved many animals (in
his life).

2 = One of the options above
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Note: Two answers that incorporate the
same idea are considered as one (e.g. He
was a writer. He wrote a book.).

0 = other

Note: Do not accept answers such as: "He
was an animal lover" without relating to
what he did about it, or "He was famous for

his ideas" without mentioning the idea.

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

What is Durrell famous for?
Give two answers from the text.

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to recognize two distinct details that
support the main idea in the text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the relevant information.
He/She has been able to give concrete evidence that shows what Durrell did or the theories
that made him famous. Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood the
question (What is Durrell famous for?). In other words, apart from vocabulary knowledge
that could have interfered, the structure of a wh- question that has a preposition at the end
may cause difficulty in understanding. Incorrect answers may also stem from students
providing only insufficient and/or vague information in their response (sample response: "He
was famous for his ideas" without mentioning the ideas).

Item information Answer Key
Item 21 3 =(c) Durrell's life
Benchmark: 0 = other

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Inference

Level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
The topic of the text is
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Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
The item is designed to tap into the student's ability to identify the topic of the text.

Analysis of students' performance: Successful performance indicates that the student has
identified and understood the main idea of the text.

A student who ticked the option:

e "how to save animals" may have understood that Durrell saved animals, and this is
an important and central issue; he/she may have just picked up on the word
"animal" in the title.

e "Durrell's travels" may have based his/her response on reading about his travels
both to Africa on the collecting trip and/or on the mention of different places in the
text.

e '"the history of zoos" may have picked up on the dates appearing in the text and also
the multiple mention of the word "zoo".

General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 4
and based on items 18-21
A. Have your students practice their reading skills by using a variety of texts of
differing lengths and levels of difficulty. Pay particular attention to working
with texts that consist of at least 95% familiar vocabulary. Encourage
students to read a text more than once. In addition, encourage students to
read both independently and extensively; the more you read, the better
reader you become. To create the necessary conditions for
independent/extensive reading, it is important that schools have a library
with English books at various levels and on a variety of topics. Furthermore,
you should allow class time for students to pursue independent reading and
have discussions about what students have read.
B. Skills to work on with your students:

e recognizing different text types through previewing the text (eye-catching
features such as date, salutation/closing, pictures, etc.)

e identifying topics first at the paragraph level and then at the text level; for
example, identifying the purpose of every paragraph and making the
connections between paragraphs to create the mental map of the text

e differentiating main ideas from supporting details

e using knowledge of sentence structure to support understanding,
especially decoding complex sentences (finding the subject-verb-object of
the main and subordinate clauses)
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using reference words (e.g. "it", "this", "that") to support understanding
and applying strategies to retrieve their referents

monitoring comprehension, e.g. stopping and asking oneself, "What have
| understood up till now?"

checking answers and asking themselves whether they have addressed
the question, whether they have provided sufficient and clear
information

C. Items and questions to practice with your students:

items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)

wh- questions — special reference to wh- question words that are objects
of a preposition (e.g. What is he famous for?, Who is this present for?)
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Part C

The third part of the test relates to the domains of Access to Information from
written texts (Task 5) and Written Presentation (Task 6).

Task 5

Discourse features (text description)

Text type: An article in a teen magazine.

Topic: The importance of laughter

Linguistic aspects of text: High frequency vocabulary, basic sentence structure, past
and present tenses

Length of text: 189 words

Analysis of the text
The text is an article in a teen magazine. It presents a report about a laughter
workshop the reporter attended.

Item description
Total number of test items: 6
Item types: Closed — multiple-choice — 1; open questions — 5; table - 1

Administration
Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and
Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to check their answers.

Item information Answer Key

Item 22a 1 =(Dr.) Eli/Tagada
Benchmark: 0 = other

Extract relevant information for a specific 22b

purpose

Level of comprehension:
Literal

Level of difficulty:

2

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Who was the speaker?

Item characteristics:
Table completion

Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to identify a specific detail in the text,
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i.e., the speaker.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has understood that he/she is required to
locate the relevant name and it should correspond with the topic of his/her talk (which is
already given in the third column). Students who answered incorrectly may not have
located the appropriate speaker and/or may have not understood the question.

Item information Answer Key

Item 22b 1 = Doctor/Dr. (from children's hospital); a
Benchmark: (children's) doctor

Extract relevant information for a specific 0 = other

purpose

Level of comprehension:
Literal

Level of difficulty:

3

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What is the speaker's job?

Item characteristics:
Table completion

Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to locate a specific detail, i.e., the job.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the job (a doctor) in the
phrase that follows Tagada's name: "a doctor from Children's Hospital". Students who
answered incorrectly may not have understood the question; may not have been able to
match the relevant job; may not have been able to use the clue in the chart that mentions
another job; or perhaps did not know how to complete a table.

Item information Answer Key
Item 22c 1 = (Professor) Leila/Adnan
Benchmark: 0 = other

Extract relevant information for a specific
purpose

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Level of difficulty:

2
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Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Who was the speaker?

Item characteristics:
Table completion

Considerations when designing the item:

The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to identify a specific detail in the text,
i.e., the speaker.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has understood that the name of one of
the people mentioned in the text should be located and it should correspond with the topic
of his/her talk and his/her job (which are already given in the relevant columns). Students
who answered incorrectly may not have located the appropriate speaker and/or may have
not understood the question.

Item information Answer Key
Item 22d 1 =clown
Benchmark: 0 = other

Extract relevant information for a specific
purpose

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Level of difficulty:

3

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What is the speaker's job?

Item characteristics:
Table completion

Considerations when designing the item:
The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to locate a specific detalil, i.e., the job.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has identified the job (a clown) in the
sentence in which Yolanda is mentioned. Students who answered incorrectly may not have
understood the word "clown" and/or may have picked up on the wrong detail in the text
(sample performance: clown taught).
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Item information

Answer Key

Item 22e

Benchmark:

Extract relevant information for a specific
purpose

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Level of difficulty:

3

1 = Any answer that relates to jokes and/or
making people laugh.

Examples: how to make people laugh; how
to tell jokes; why some jokes are funnier
than others; (telling) jokes

0 = other

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
What was the topic of the talk?

Item characteristics:
Table completion

Considerations when designing the item:

The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to identify the main idea related to a

particular presenter. Each description of the presenters may be considered a "stand-alone"

text. As such, by identifying the topic of a talk, the student has identified the main idea of

that "stand-alone" text.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has located the topic that was signaled by

a wh- question word at its beginning (e.g. "how to make people laugh" / "what kind of jokes

to tell" / "why some jokes are funnier"). Students who answered incorrectly may not have

located the appropriate topic and/or may have not understood the question.

Item information

Answer Key

Item 23

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Level of difficulty:

3

4 = (a) to explain how laughter helps sick
children
0 = other

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Why did Dr. Tagada show a movie in the workshop?
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Item characteristics:
Multiple-choice

Considerations when designing the item:
This item taps into the student's ability to understand the purpose of one of the activities
mentioned in the text (sample performance: showing a movie in the workshop).

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has understood the purpose of showing
the film.

A student who ticked the option:

e "to help sick children get better" may have understood that the doctor intends for
the children to get better, but did not realize that this was not necessarily related to
the reason for showing the movie; he/she may not have recognized the concept of
giving a talk.

e "to teach people how to tell funny jokes" may have made a connection between
laughter and jokes.

e "to make children in hospitals laugh" may have picked up on the fact that the
purpose was to make children laugh, but he/she didn't understand that it was part
of the presentation and was not aimed at making children laugh.

Item information Answer Key

Item 24a 2 = Any answer that includes muscles and an
Benchmark: appropriate verb (e.g. use/work/exercise)
Understand the main ideas and supporting Example: (We) exercise our muscles.

details in a text 0 = other

Level of comprehension:
Literal

Level of difficulty:

3

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Fill in the missing information about the effects of laughter on our health (lines 8-15).

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:

This item taps into the student's ability to understand the explicit cause and effect
relationship in the assigned lines (8-15). The format of a flow chart emphasizes the cause
and effect relationship by showing that one result becomes the cause of another result.

Analysis of students' performance:
Successful performance indicates that the student has understood the role of the reference
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word "this", which indicates that the information that preceded it is the cause. Students who

answered incorrectly may not have understood the question; may not have understood the

cause and effect relationship; or may not have been able to transfer their understanding of

the cause and effect relationship into the graphic organizer.

Item information

Answer Key

Item 24b

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Level of difficulty:

2

2 = Any answer that describes improving
your health.

Examples: (Our) (body) fights iliness; (We)
(become) healthier; (We) feel better; better
health

0 = other

Sample analysis of this item
The question:

Fill in the missing information about the effects of laughter on our health (lines 8-15).

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:
See 24a

Analysis of students' performance:
See 24a

Item information

Answer Key

Item 25

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Literal

Level of difficulty:

3

3 = Any answer that relates to reducing
stress and/or making people feel better or
happier.

Examples: It can reduce stress; it can make
me/you feel happier/better; it can make
unhappy people feel happy.

0 = other (e.g. it is healthy to laugh; our body
becomes stronger)

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Complete the sentence.

According to Professor Adnan, a good laugh can help you because
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Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:

The item was designed to tap into the student's ability to identify a detail within the text,
and in particular his/her ability to identify the cause and effect relationship ("because"
signals cause and effect).

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has located the speaker (Leila Adnan) and
understood that the expression "a good laugh" in the question is similar to the word
"laughing" that appears in the text. Students who answered incorrectly may not have
understood the question and /or may not have identified the location in the text. A student
may have simply copied the word "busy" from the text because it followed from the
mention of Leila Adnan's name (and it seems to make sense).

Item information Answer Key

Item 26 3 = interesting; fascinating; helpful;
Benchmark: wonderful

Extract relevant information for a specific Note: Accept answers with a phrase or a
purpose sentence that includes one of the words
Level of comprehension: above.

Inference 0 = other

Level of difficulty: Note: Don't accept the words "enjoy",

4 "importance" or "good".

Sample analysis of this item
The question:
Copy a word from the article that shows that Joe King liked the workshop.

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:
This item taps into the student's ability to infer feelings from the writer's choice of words.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has inferred the feelings from the chosen
vocabulary. Students who answered incorrectly may not have understood the question
and/or may have focused on words that have positive connotations (sample performance:

"enjoy", "important") rather than on expressions of attitude and feeling.
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Item information

Answer Key

Item 27

Benchmark:

Understand the main ideas and supporting
details in a text

Level of comprehension:

Personal response

Level of difficulty:

3

3 = Any answer that includes a name of a
speaker and a logical explanation that relates
to what the speaker said.

Examples: Dr. Tagada, because | want to see
the movie he showed; | want to learn about
the connection between laughter and

health.

2 = Answer only includes explanation.

Example: | want to learn how to tell jokes.
0 = Explanation isn't related to the speaker
that the pupil chose (e.g. Dr. Tagada,
because | want to learn how to tell jokes.);
Explanation is related to the speaker's job
and not to what happened in the workshop
(e.g. Yolanda, | love clowns, they make me
laugh); name of the speaker only; other (e.g.

I like movies).

Sample analysis of this item

The question:

Which speaker do you want to hear?

Explain your choice with information from the text.

The speaker | want to hear is because

Item characteristics:
Open-ended

Considerations when designing the item:

This item taps into the student's ability to understand either the message or the type of job
of the three speakers. Then the student needs to state his/her personal preference of
speaker and explain it. A student who provides a justifiable explanation has understood the
relationship between an opinion and the need to provide support for that opinion.

Analysis of students' performance:

Successful performance indicates that the student has successfully extracted the main idea
or the role (expert, clown and therapist) of one of the characters and has related it to
his/her own experience and preferences. In addition, the student has been able to support
his/her answer with appropriate details from the text. Students who answered incorrectly
may not have understood the question and/or may not have extracted the main idea of the
speaker or his role from the text, and/or they may have given the name of the speaker but
not provided relevant support, or not supported it all, and/or vice versa.
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General pedagogical recommendations for the classroom related to Task 5 and
based on items 22-27
A. Have your students practice their reading skills by using a variety of texts of
differing lengths and levels of difficulty. Note that this reading task is the
most demanding of the three reading tasks. If your students did not attempt
this task or were not successful on this task, make sure they were successful
on the previous two tasks before working on a text of this level of difficulty.
B. Skills to work on with your students:
e applying previewing strategies (e.g. using the first sentence of paragraphs
and transitions to divide the text into subtopics)
e recognizing the conventions of various text types
e identifying the topics and subtopics of a text
e differentiating main ideas from supporting details
e working on reference words and strategies for retrieving their referents
e using sentence structure to support understanding, especially decoding
complex sentences (finding the subject-verb-object of the main and
subordinate clauses)
e identifying cause and effect relationships
e using reference words (e.g. "it", "this", "that") to support understanding,
and applying strategies to find their referents
C. Items and questions to practice with your students:
e items that tap into the global aspects of a text (e.g. topic, main idea)
e items that tap into the supporting ideas and details of a text (e.g.
examples, data)
e wh- questions and yes/no questions

Task 6

Item description

The item requires the student to relate to the question of whether watching TV or
using the computer is a waste of time.

Administration
Encourage students to read the instructions (instructions appear in English and
Hebrew/Arabic). Encourage students to write clearly.

Task and Item Information

Item 28

Many parents complain that their children watch too much television or spend too much
time on the computer.

What do you think? Is watching TV or using the computer a waste of time?

Explain your opinion.
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Benchmark:

supporting details.
Level of difficulty:
28 _CA3

28 AC3

28 LE?2

Total scoring range:
0-20

Write 60-80 words in English.
Pay attention to grammar, spelling and punctuation.

Express ideas and opinions about general topics and experiences using main ideas and

TASK 6: Written presentation

Task Item # Item Type Answer Key Coding Range
28 CA Communicative Ability oP See instructions below 0-9
28 AC Accuracy oP See instructions below 0-9
28 LE Length oP See instructions below 0-2

Assess pupils' writing according to the scales below. The pupils receive a grade for Communicative Ability

(0-9), a grade for Accuracy (0-9) and a grade for Length (0-2) for the entire task.

Note: The intermediate levels (1-2, 4-5, 7-8) are for levels of writing that fall between the detailed

descriptions in Communicative Ability and Accuracy.

Communicative Ability

e All information is relevant to the topic
e Message is clear and organized 9
e Vocabulary is varied and appropriate
7-8
e Information is relevant to the topic, but limited
e Message is mostly clear and organized 6
e Vocabulary is adequate and is generally appropriate
4-5
e Information is limited and/or mostly irrelevant to the topic
e Message is difficult to follow 3
e Vocabulary is limited
1-2
e Does not write in English
e Copies instructions 0
o Writes set(s) of isolated words
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Accuracy

e Correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e QOccasional errors in more complex sentences if attempted 9
e Mostly correct subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Mostly correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
7-8
e Mostly correct simple sentence structure (subject, verb, and correct word order)
e Errors in complex sentences if attempted 6
e Some errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions
e Some errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
4-5
e Incorrect simple sentence structure
e Many errors of subject-verb agreement, tense, pronouns, articles, and prepositions OR 3
not enough language to assess accuracy
e Many errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization
1-2
e Does not write in English
e Writes set(s) of isolated words 0
e Only copies instructions
Length
e Writes at least 55 words 2
e Writes between 40-54 words
e Writes 39 words or less

Student Performance

87

Many parents complain that their children watch too much television and waste time on
the computer.

First, I think that watching TV isn't a waste of time because when the children watch
TV usually they learn new things. Also they can lauging a lot if they watch a hommor
program and laugh is good for the children's healthy. Secendly, using the computer isn't
a waste of time because on the computer children can chat with they friend and not on
cellphone and it is cheaper. Moreover, using the computer can waste the time when you
are boring.

In conclusion, watch a TV or using the computer is not a waste of time.

Communicative Ability: 9

All the information is relevant; the message is clear. The essay includes an opening, a body
that presents two arguments to support the stated opinion and a conclusion. Vocabulary is
appropriate, to the task and purpose. The essay has an appropriate paragraph format.
Accuracy: 6

Sentence structure and word order is generally correct. Subject-verb agreement is correct.
Some errors of tense, pronouns and articles.
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Length: 2

According to the task requirements.

Insights from Performance:

The text is aligned to the task. The text suggests an understanding of purpose and content is
presented accordingly. Of particular interest is the organization — the student has shown an
understanding of persuasive essay structure.

Student Performance

Many parents doesn't want he's children watch TV because many problems I think the
TV is bad because you in the TV you addicted to her and you don't want to play outside
and go to friends. furthermore, you don't want to make homework because you addicted.
to sum up, TV is bad for the children and for the house

Communicative Ability: 5

Information is relevant to the topic, but limited. That is, the ideas are not well developed.
The message is mostly clear and relevant, but the use of vocabulary is quite limited.
Accuracy: 6

Mostly correct simple sentence structure and subject-verb agreement. Some errors of
subject-verb agreement and pronouns. In addition, there are some errors in capitalization
Length: 2

According to the task requirements.

Insights from Performance:

The student manages to state a clear message (in 60 words) using a structure of a persuasive
essay structure (i.e., an opening, a body and a conclusion). However, some major gaps in
vocabulary and grammar restrain the performance. The vocabulary gap can be
demonstrated in the use of the word "problems" as a generic word for "reasons". The gap in
grammar can be shown in the use of the pronoun "her" for "TV" or "he's" instead of "their".

Student Performance

I think the watching the TV is very good and funny and I don't understand the parents.
I watch TV dllday. The parents need give the children watch TV because this is what
children want. But, don't the showes is not good.

Communicative Ability: 4

The essay presents very limited information and though there is an attempt at presenting an
argument, the essay does not continue the way it is expected. The "but" is presented but the
argument that follows is not clear and there is no explanation for the statement. Vocabulary
is quite limited.

Accuracy: 5

Mostly correct simple sentence structure

Length: 1

Writes less than 49 words.

Insights from Performance:

The student seems to have a sense of the argument he wants to present. However, his
vocabulary knowledge seems to be limited, thus restraining written expression of ideas.
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General pedagogical recommendations for classroom teaching related to Task 6
and based on item 28
A. Have your students practice their writing skills by writing a variety of tasks

(differing in context, purpose, audience and/or text type).

Pay particular attention to working with tasks that are based on familiar
topics and elicit previously acquired vocabulary. The more students are
asked to write, the more they improve. More than one draft is required
to produce a high-quality piece of writing. Effective feedback on a
written product contributes to writing ability.

Analyze student writing using authentic student-created texts. Highlight
the discourse issues involved in writing (relevance, organization, clarity)
as well as the linguistic issues (sentence structure, verb functions,
pronouns, articles, as well as prepositions, punctuation and
capitalization).

B. Skills to work on with your students:

sentence structure (including simple and compound sentences)
basic writing conventions (e.g. capital letters, punctuation)
spelling conventions

text coherence and cohesion

the structure and conventions of text types

C. Items and questions to practice with your students:

Most writing tasks are open-ended, but they differ in the degree to which
they provide a set context/purpose/audience. Students should practice
their writing using a variety of writing tasks.

When working on writing, it is critical to provide constructive feedback,
paying attention not only to surface errors (e.g. spelling, grammar) but
also to other features of a written text (content, use of vocabulary,
organization of ideas, coherence, etc.)
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