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Grade 8: Listening Tasks
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Task 1
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Karen: How was your vacation, Sammy?

Sammy: It was great, Karen. Would you like to see some photos?

Karen: Oh, yes. I'd love to.

Sammy: Here | am in the first photo, in the hotel lobby. On the first day of our
vacation, the weather was bad. It rained all day and we stayed
inside.

Karen: Did the weather get better after that?

Sammy: Yes. The next day was sunny and warm. Here, look at the second
picture.

Karen: Oh! You're hiking through the hills. The trees and flowers look so
beautiful.

Sammy: Yes, it was a wonderful place, and it was so quiet.
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Karen:

Sammy:

Karen:

Sammy:

Karen:

Sammy:

Karen:

Sammy:

Karen:

Sammy:

And what did you do after that?

On the third day, we decided to go snorkeling so we went to the
beach.

Snorkeling?

You know — swimming under water with a special mask to breathe.
We saw beautiful, colorful fish. You can see my sister snorkeling in
the picture.

Yes, she seems to be having fun.

And here's the last picture. That was when we went to an art
museum. Look — here we are in front of the museum.

Ooh, that sounds interesting. What kind of paintings did you see?

We saw some famous paintings and some modern art, too. It was
really interesting.

What a great vacation! Thanks for showing me your photos, Sammy.

You're welcome.
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Task 2
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Tom: Hello, I'm Tom Johnson. Welcome to our radio program, You Can Make
a Change. Today, my guest is Rona Parker, a student at Kenmore
Junior High School. Hello, Rona.

Rona: Hello Tom.
Tom: Rona, you've started a group called No to Bullies. What are bullies?
Rona: Bullies are kids who hurt and frighten children at school. Some bullies

take the other kids' money and books. Other bullies push and hit the
children. They sometimes also call them horrible names.

Tom: | see — and when did you started your group, Rona?

Rona: Umm, about six months ago. Some friends and | decided that it was
time to stop the bullies.

Tom: Good for you! What did you do?

Rona: Well, first we talked to the bullies and told them to stop hurting other
kids. Then, we talked to the kids at school and showed them how to
stand up to the bullies.

Tom: What do you mean, "stand up to the bullies"?

Rona: Well, | mean kids should just say, "Stop it now!" and walk away.
Because if a kid doesn't do anything and just cries, the bully will want to
hurt him more.
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Tom: Well, that's a great idea, Rona. And has your group made a change?
Do kids feel better about coming to school now?

Rona: Oh, yes. Now most kids aren't afraid to come to school. They know how
to stand up to bullies. Also, more kids are joining our group.

Tom: Well Rona, thank you for telling us about your group, No to Bullies.
You've really made a change at your school.

Now answer the questions.
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PART A (20 points) = (a5 20) J 3 asudllf
TASK 1 dagt/

Listen to Sammy and Karen talking
about Sammy’s family vacation.

Sammy showed Karen four pictures.

Look at the pictures on the page.

Write a number next to each picture
in the order that Sammy showed
them. (There are more pictures than
you need.)

You will hear the dialogue twice.
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TASK 2 dagt/

You will hear an interview. First
read the questions on the page.
Then listen to the interview and
answer the questions.

You will hear the interview twice.
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Questions

1.

Circle one answer.

Rona is on the radio program to talk about

a. how she helped kids at her school.

b. why she went to another school.

c. why she hurt other kids at school.

Circle one answer.
Bullies are kids who
a. cry at school.

b. help other kids.
c. hurt other kids.

Circle one answer.

What is the name of Rona's group?
a. "Stop It Now"

b. "No to Bullies"

c. "You Can Make a Change"

Circle TWO answers.
What can a kid do to stop a bully?
a. Say, "Stop it now!"

b. Hurt the bully.
c. Startto cry.
d. Walk away.
e. Help the bully.

Write the answer.

Cadala (bha) 85 Ll
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How do kids feel about coming to school now?
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PART B (60 points) — (as . 20) é,f'l.f:'./lf:.a«ﬁ..”

TASK 3 dagt/
Look at the ads and read the Lins 1 Qi 15315 L3l Bey) Jals
sentences below. Match the daadly BeYl op o3Y
sentences to the ads by writing the PR A Aaatl 23, 0] IS il )
number of the sentence next to the (- LMeylsae (o 5T Jandl sae 4l
correct picture. (There are more
sentences than you need.)

(@) (b)

‘L

F the Difference

Things never stop with...
Alexander

1. "It's really hot today. I'm very thirsty and | need a drink."

"You're always late. Please try to come on time tomorrow."

"Look how dirty the floor is! We have to wash it before our friends arrive."
"My favorite singer has some great new songs. | can’t wait to hear them!"

"I feel like eating something sweet. Let's stop at the kiosk on the way home."

o a0 A~ 0D

"My hair’s a terrible mess. | want to wash it before we go out."
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TASK 4 dagt/

Read the two notices on the S Befda sl e o) sl 5 ey |3
bulletin board at the Community s ealeall
Center. Then answer the questions N[ SNESON | B (W PSP, PETR YRR

on the next page.

&
Do something for someone else!
Wanted: Volunteers to Help Senior Citizens*

We are looking for volunteers to work with senior citizens one or more
hours a week. They need your help with any of these activities: going out
for a walk, cooking, cleaning, and going shopping.

To sign up, call the Community Center at 873-6009 or come to the office
any afternoon from 4 to 7 p.m.

&
HELP SOMEONE WHO NEEDS YOU!
Wanted: Pupils to Help Pupils

Are you good at mathematics, English or science? Do you like to help
other people? If both answers are YES, you can volunteer to work with
pupils who need extra help with their studies. You may meet with the
pupil at his or her home or at the Community Center.

To sign up, call the Community Center at 873-6009 or come to the office
any afternoon from 4to 7 p.m.

Senior Citizens — . 65 je aajlecl w3 cpdll pali s
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Questions
1. Complete the sentence with ONE word.

The Community Center is looking for

2. Write the answers.
Who needs help?
a.
b.

3. Circle one answer.
In the FIRST notice, the Community Center wants people who
a. can help with everyday activities.
b. are good students at school.
c. work in an office.
d

. can work in a shop.

4. Circle TWO answers. Oniala) (bla) 550 bal
In the SECOND notice, the Community Center wants people who
a. teach at a school.
b. enjoy helping others.
c. are good students.
d. need extra help at school.
e. work at the Community Center.

5. Write TWO answers.
Where can volunteers work with the pupils? (second notice)
a.
b.

6. Write TWO answers.
If you want to volunteer, how can you sign up?

a.
b.
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TASK 5 dagt/

Read the text and answer the AJEN Eadall 33 e caly paill 3]
questions on the next page.

Teenagers and Free Time

1

What do you do in your free time? This was the question that a group of
researchers® asked. They wanted to know what teenagers do in the hours
when they are not sleeping, not in school and not at work.

2

The researchers asked teenagers in the United States and Europe three
qguestions: How much free time do you have each day? What do you do in your
free time? Why is free time important to you?

3

The researchers found that American and European teens have a lot of free
time. Teens are free during almost half of their waking hours**.

4

The results also show that teenagers do a lot of different activities in their free
time. American and European teenagers spend about three hours watching TV
every day but less than one hour a day reading. Teenagers also enjoy spending
time with family and friends, playing computer games, and doing sports. You
can see this in the graph below.

5

Finally, the researchers found that free time
is very important to teens. In their free time
they can play and take part in activities that
they enjoy. Taking part in free time activities
helps teens to relax after a long day at
school or work. The researchers suggest
that every teen should take part in at least
a two or three free time activities. So why

Free Time Activiies don't you make free time an important part
of your day?

Friends

Family

3 I
. . Computers
. l

Hours a Day

* researchers — 5 sal

** waking hours — &3l el
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Questions

1. Circle one answer.
What is the subject of the text?
a. What teenagers do at school and work
b. What teenagers do in their free time
c. Why teenagers don't have time to relax
d. Why teenagers like to sleep a lot

2. Complete the table by writing the correct question or answers.

What did the researchers want to know? | What did the researchers find?

How much free time do teenagers a.
have every day? (paragraph 3)

b. (Give two of the activities.)

What do teenagers do in their free 1.

time? (paragraph 4) 5

Free time is important to teens

C. because they can relax and take
part in activities they enjoy.
(paragraph 5)
3. Circle TWO answers. (paragraph 4 and graph) Onsla (bla) 55l bal

Teenagers spend more time

a. watching TV than reading.

doing sports than playing computer games.
with friends than with their families.

playing computer games than watching TV.

® oo o

reading than playing sports.

4. Circle one answer.
The writer wrote this text for
a. researchers.
b. parents.
c. teachers.
d. teenagers.

RO = /1 AR RAIRD An T ddaeall - Gelill Cuall & jalalyl &l 3 Gladel 9



PART C (20 points) = (asju 20) EIlEY Asadlf
TASK 6 Lagt/

What is in the picture?

On the next page, write four
sentences about what you see.

You may use the words in the word
bank.

Pay attention to grammar, spelling
and punctuation.
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Word Bank Lals 330
guitar play fly sky
kick birds run people
under flowers park look
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TASK 7 dagt/

You are entering a writing contest
in @ magazine. You have to write
35-50 words about a special
person. Describe what makes the
person special and why he or she
is important to you.

Pay attention to grammar, spelling
and punctuation.

Bassa 5 LS Bl 8 o 0ES e
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el Ll

A Lodle s eda¥ly Lalll ael 53 ) 4l

My Special Person
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u Scoring Form for English Test, Eighth Grade, Version A 83
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e This form will be read by an optical scanner.

Use only a BLACK OR BLUE PEN.

e Do not use correction fluid.

e Should you make a mistake, shade the entire box and then mark the

correct box with an X.

e For multiple-choice questions, mark the answer chosen by the student

with an X.

e Score the open questions according to the general scoring

instructions. Mark the appropriate score with an X.

e Mark n.a. if the student did not answer the question.

e Do not mark answers to questions that are blacked out on the

Scoring Form .
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Scoring Form for English Test, Eighth Grade, Version A

Task 5
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e This form will be read by an optical scanner.

Use only a BLACK OR BLUE PEN.

e Do not use correction fluid.

e Should you make a mistake, shade the entire box and then mark the

correct box with an X.

e For multiple-choice questions, mark the answer chosen by the student

with an X.

e Score the open questions according to the general scoring

instructions. Mark the appropriate score with an X.

e Mark n.a. if the student did not answer the question.

e Do not mark answers to questions that are blacked out on the

Scoring Form .
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