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Item Information Answer Key Scoring Range
Ttem &.1 (Open) 4 =({good) friend(s) -4
Benchimaric: 0= other

Tnderstand the general meaning,
main ideas and sequence of events 1n
atext and use this knowledge as
needed

Level af camprehension: Literal
Hetimated level of difficuliv: 2

Ttem & 2 (M- 4 = are eating lunch -4
Benchmari: 0 = other
TTnderstand the seneral meaning,
main ideas and sequence of events in
a text and use this knowledge as
needed

Level of comprehension: Literal
Hetirmated level of difficuliyv: 2

Sample analvsis of tlhas item
The question.
sara and Miriam .

a  don't like the food

k. are sitting in the house
c. are eating lunch n"nx
ftem characteristics:
Iultiple choice with a stetn and three options {one cotrect answer and two n ;1'_1').(12!1211
' n>wal
M' 1|]|n1

Considerations when designing the item:

47




Item Information Answer Key Scoring Range

1. The question: In a narrative it 18 impottant that the reader differentiate
between actions which relate to the setting and those that relate to the main
events. Although the setting usually appears in the past progressive, it can
also be expressed using the present progressive, as in this text. The question
will shed light on the student's understanding of the setting.

2. The options:

.

(don't like the food) relates to a main event and not the setting
therefore it 15 wrong Students that chose this option may not yet be
able to distinguish between setting and main events in a narrative.
(are sitting in the house) relates to the setting, howewer 1t 13
incorrect The word "house' appears later 1n the text as part of a tain
event. In any event Sara and MMiriam are not sitting in the house.
=tudents who chose this option mayv have done so for a variety of
reasons. For example, they were able to recognize the word "house',
ot the phrase 'are sitting' and remembered that these appear in the
text, thus the student may simply be functioning on the wordfphrase
lewel Another possibility 1s that a student has simply made a wild
JUEss,

(are eating lunch) relates to the setting and 1z therefore the correct
answer. INote that students need to understand a compound sentence

and integrate the information within the sentence.

Item 6.2 Open (Sentence completion) | 2= {some) food/ D—B'l

Benchmaric:

Understand the general meaning, (= other
main ideas and sequence of events in
a text and use this knowledge as

needed

Level af comprehension: Literal

cartrots
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