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   Unit 1
Instructional 
Activity

"The Onion"

Objective Students ask and answer questions in pairs.

Number of 
Participants

20 students 
In larger classes – two onion circles

Time 
Allocation

Approximately 25 minutes, depending on the size of the group

Procedure Students stand or sit in a double circle with the students in the outer circle 
facing inwards and the students in the inner circle facing outwards. Each 
student in the inner circle is actually facing a student in the outer circle, and 
these two students are then "partners".  

•	 The teacher gives a different question card to each student in the inner 
circle. Each of these students then proceeds to ask his/her partner (the 
student opposite him/her in the outer circle) one of the questions that 
appears on the card. That student then answers the question.  

•	 At the teacher's signal, each student in the inner circle moves one place 
to the right and asks the new partner another question. The new partner 
then answers the question. 

•	 Students continue moving to the right and asking each new partner the 
question, until the students return to the first partner. 

•	 The activity can be repeated with the students in the outer circle 
receiving the question cards and asking the questions. 

•	 Alternative procedure: Instead of having the students move to the right 
each time, they simply pass their question card to the student on the 
right, who will ask his/her partner the new question. The activity is 
completed when all the questions have been asked.

Material(s) Question cards for the assessment appearing in Unit 1/Option 1 (pp. 29-35)

Feedback Based on student performance, the teacher gives feedback on: the types of 
grammatical forms used in asking and answering questions; the vocabulary 
that is relevant to the topics; issues that arise with regard to pronunciation.
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   Unit 1
Instructional 
Activity

"Fluid Pairs"

Objective Students find other students with similar answers to a given question.

Number of 
Participants

Whole class

Time 
Allocation

Approximately 20 minutes

Procedure •	 The teacher gives a question card to each student. Each student chooses 
a question and then writes his or her answer on a sheet of paper. The 
student also learns the question by heart and puts the card face-down 
on the desk.

•	 At the teacher's signal, the students circulate with a pen and their sheet 
of paper and ask their questions to as many students as possible. When 
they find a student with the same answer as they wrote down, they ask 
that student to sign his/her sheet of paper. They continue circulating, 
finding as many others as possible with the same answer. 

•	 At the teacher's signal that the activity is over, the students sit down. 
The student with the most signatures is the winner.

Material(s)
Question cards for the assessment appearing in Unit 1/Option 1 (pp. 29-35)
Pens and sheets of paper

Feedback The teacher calls on students to state their question, their answer, and the 
names of the students they found with the same answer. The teacher gives 
feedback on grammar, vocabulary and/or pronunciation.



Assessing Speaking Kit - ASK

Unit 1, page 43

Junior High School

   Unit 1
Instructional 
Activity

"The Right to Speak" Key

Objective Asking and answering questions

Number of 
Participants

6 students at a time 
Ensure that all students eventually have a chance to participate.

Time 
Allocation

Approximately 10 minutes

Procedure •	 The teacher asks a question from one of the question cards and gives 
a laminated cardboard key to a student (student A) who answers that 
question. The teacher then gives the question card to this student 
(student A). Student A gives the cardboard key to another student 
(student B). Student A asks student B a new question from the question 
card.  This process is repeated for all the questions on the question card. 

•	 The activity may be repeated with the rest of the question cards and 
with different students.

Material(s)
Question cards for the assessment appearing in Unit 1/Option 1 (pp. 29-35)
Laminated cardboard key

Feedback Based on student performance, the teacher gives feedback on: the types of 
grammatical forms used in asking and answering questions; the vocabulary 
that is relevant to the topics; issues that arise with regard to pronunciation.
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   Unit 1
Instructional 
Activity

"Pair Practice"

Objective Students ask and answer questions in pairs.

Number of 
Participants

Whole class divided into pairs

Time 
Allocation

Approximately 8-10 minutes

Procedure •	 On the board, the teacher writes four topics with which the students are 
familiar.

•	 Have the students write ten wh-questions about any or all of the topics 
that are on the board.  

•	 While seated at their desks, each student asks his or her neighbor the 
questions and the neighbor answers them.

•	 While the students are asking and answering questions, the teacher 
circulates among them and provides guidance and feedback.  

•	 The teacher then calls on volunteers who are willing to share with the 
class what they learned about their neighbors.

Material(s) None

Feedback Based on student performance, the teacher gives feedback on: the types of 
grammatical forms used in asking and answering questions; the vocabulary 
that is relevant to the topics; issues that arise with regard to pronunciation.
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   Unit 1
Instructional 
Activity

"Jeopardy"

Objective Asking and answering questions

Number of 
Participants

Whole class frontally

Time 
Allocation

Approximately 15 minutes

Procedure •	 Chooses a topic and prepare a list of answers to different questions 
related to that topic. 

•	 Organize the questions into three groups by level of difficulty as follows: 
easy, average, difficulty. Allocate points to the questions according to 
the level of difficulty as follows: 

•	 easy questions	 100 points 

•	 average questions	 300 points 

•	 difficult questions	 500 points 

•	 On the board, draw the following chart:

Topic... Topic... Topic...

500 500 500
300 300 300
100 100 100

•	 Divide the students into three groups. 

•	 One representative from each group participates in each round. 

•	 The student has to choose a topic and tell you what point value he or 
she is going for. Then erase the number value from the square and write 
the answer instead. The student has to guess what the question was. 
For example, if you choose "Music" and the value is "100", you would 
erase "100" and write "rock music". The student then has to produce a 
logically correct question (i.e., "What's your favorite kind of music?"), 
and his or her team gets the point value for that question. The team 
with the most points wins the game.

Material(s) Whiteboard and marker

Feedback Provide feedback that is particularly related to wh-question formulation.
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