[bookmark: bookmark0]Trigger-happy fingers on the keyboard – 
Taking responsibility for your words
Activities for middle and high school students to mark 21 years 
since the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin
Rationale These activities generate discussion about the inherent power of words and their ability to change reality. It enables examination of the points of contact between the period preceding Rabin's assassination, filled with incitement and violence, and the current digital era and its dangers.
The tremendous exposure to the internet, particularly among children and youth, increases the need for education and supervision. Above all, it compels each and every one of us to behave responsibly and carefully, to be fully aware of the power of words and the personal, social and political messages that once uploaded, can never be taken back or removed.   
The lesson plan is modular and consists of several parts: 
For your convenience, the parts we recommend you do not skip over because of their direct relevance to the Memorial Day are marked with an asterisk. 
· (**) Part 1 (pp. 2-3): "The power of words" – two options for an opening activity (10-15 mins)
· (**) Part 2 (pp. 4-6): "Taking responsibility for your words" – studying a poster designed to mark the 21st anniversary of Yitzhak Rabin's death and finding similarities and differences between it and the caricature entitled "Words kill" published two days after Rabin's assassination (30-45 mins) 
At the end of Part 2, the teacher can either sum up the activity or move on to the next part.
· Part 3 (pp. 7-8): "If you say it – do it! That's how you take responsibility for your words" – whole class and group work, formulating procedures and "rules of thumb" to ensure responsible and careful use of words, especially on the internet and social media (30 mins).  
· Part 4 (pp. 9-10): "By your hand  - Your words create reality". Look at the film Your words create reality as well as the poem "By your hand" by Wislawa Szymborka:   (20-25 mins)
· Part 5 (p. 11) Suggested summation
· Part 6 (pp. 11-13) Appendices and tools

Begin with the following:
On Saturday, November 4, 1995 (12 Cheshvan), Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated at the end of a rally in support of his policies. 
A Jewish assassin who opposed his politics murdered him.
This year we are marking the 21st anniversary of Yitzhak Rabin's death. 
Rabin was born in Jerusalem in 1922 and held a long list of public offices: a commanding officer of the Palmach, IDF Chief of Staff, Israel ambassador to the US, MK , minister and prime minister.  
Two years after his assassination, in 1997, a law was passed in the Knesset to the effect that every year on 12, Cheshvan, Israel will hold a memorial day for Yitzhak Rabin, on which schools and IDF units conduct activities dealing with the figure of Yitzhak Rabin and the importance of preserving democracy in Israel.


Opening activity - "The power of words"
Here are two options for an opening activity. We suggest you choose the one best suited to the character of the class and in particular to the technical devices at your disposal. 
Option 1:
· Show the clip (1.47 mins): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hzgzim5m7oU  Then ask the following questions:
· What did you see in the clip?
· What feelings did the beggar evoke in you?
· What feelings did the passerby who rewrote the sign evoke in you?
· What is the clip's message? Do you agree with it?
· Can you think of a situation in your life that supports the clip's message – that words (choosing the right words) can change reality? 
Option 2
· Before the lesson, hang two signs at opposite ends of the classroom. One sign reads "I agree" and the other reads "I disagree".
· Read out one statement at a time from the list provided in Appendix 1. After each statement, ask the students to stand near the sign that matches their attitude towards it. 
· To connect the students' attitudes to their experiences and frame of reference, ask one or two students to explain their attitude towards the statement, and share experiences/situations which strengthened their position (e.g. Why do you agree with the statement "Silence is golden"? Can you think of an occasion on which it would have been better to keep quiet rather than say something?)
Sum up the activity as follows:
[bookmark: bookmark4]The meaning of the Aramaic phrase Avra Cadavra is "As I speak, so it will be created". It is a command that turns words into a reality. Our words have power – they create or generate a reality. This great power of words also involves great responsibility especially in a democratic society in which the right to freedom of expression plays a key role in our social life.  In the digital era the written word is just as powerful as the spoken word, and so it is right and proper for us to take responsibility both for what we say and for what we write. 



Presentation of the poster designed to mark the 21st anniversary of Rabin's assassination in middle and high schools
· Show the poster to the whole class and explain that it was chosen to be the centerpiece of the educational activities marking the 21st anniversary of Rabin's assassination.
· Ask students to say what associations, feelings and emotions the poster evokes in them.
· Then ask the following discussion questions:
1. What do you see in the poster? What elements/objects appear in it and what "story" do they tell? (Teacher: relate to the keyboard, the gun handle, the wording in the center of the poster).
2. What thoughts or feelings does the poster evoke in you?
3. Do you think the wording in the center is appropriate for the poster? Do you have any other suggestions?  
4. Why do you think the text in the center of the poster appears in Hebrew, Arabic and English?
5. The designers of the poster, Keren Azuz and Natalie Shahaf from Adar Studio explained the rationale behind their design as follows: Words have truth, they have a lot of power, they can change our lives, change the world. Be careful with them!
Do you agree with what they say?
6. What do you think the poster's message is? Is it relevant today? Why or why not?
7. Is the poster suitable for the Yitzhak Rabin Memorial Day? Why or why not? 
8. If you could, what would you change or add to the poster?

· Show the students the Ze'ev caricature[footnoteRef:1] ("Words kill") that appeared in Ha'aretz newspaper on November 6, 1995, two days after Rabin's assassination. You can either project it on screen or hand out a photocopy to each student or pair of students.  [1:  The caricature is taken from the Ze'ev anthology at the Israel Museum of Caricatures and Comics in Holon and is published here courtesy of Naomi Farkash Fink and Dorit Farkash Shuki.  ] 

· Ask the students for their opinion about the caricature[footnoteRef:2] and its messages using the following discussion questions: (If students have seen the caricature before, we suggest you focus on questions 8-13): [2:  For more information about caricatures and their roles, see Appendix 2. ] 

1. What do you see in the caricature?
2. What do the gun and the open mouth depict?
3. Who is shooting? Who is the gun pointed at?
4. The caricature was printed two days after Yitzhak Rabin's assassination. How do you think the caricature is connected to the assassination[footnoteRef:3]? [3:  The aim is to expose students to the caricaturist's intention and connect the caricature to the atmosphere that preceded the assassination, which was filled with incitement, violent public discourse and illegitimate personal attacks on the incumbent Prime Minister (Rabin) and not on the politics he wished to promote. ] 

5. What message is it trying to convey?
6. Is Ze'ev's message of 21 years ago still relevant today? In what way?
7. Suggest a caption for the caricature.
8. What is the role of the caricature in a democratic society?
9. Can you think of any personal experience that connects in some way to the message of this caricature? In what way?
10. The caption of this caricature is "Words kill". Is it suited to the caricature? Why?  
11. What do you think Ze'ev's caricature and the poster for the 21st Rabin Memorial Day have in common?
12. Is the power of words on the internet and social media greater than that of spoken words? How? Why?
· In order to clarify the question, we suggest you ask students to relate to the following statement: "Social media are filled with young people who enjoy being able to hide behind the keyboard, while their finger is all too ready to hit the 'enter' key."
· It is important to relate to the technological "leap" expressed in the shift from the caricature to the poster: the caricature relates to the spoken word, while the poster clearly relates to the written word and the very considerable power and influence of the internet and social media in spreading written messages.  
· Explain the following: 
In recent years, with the rise in power and influence of the internet and social media, we are seeing instances of cyberbullying, a very dangerous and hurtful social phenomenon. The boundaries between teasing / personal grievance and breaking the law are very thin, and instances of the use of threats, impersonation, invasion of privacy or slander may also be considered a criminal offense and not just a personal grievance.  Criminal liability does not exempt passive participants from punishment. In other words, even if you are not the one who created the group or wrote the post, the moment you hit Like or Share, you are considered to be an active participant in the cyberbullying and delinquency. Quite a few cases of suicide have made the headlines in recent years as a result of harassment and bullying on social media. Last year cyberbullying reached new heights. Extreme voices took over the internet through inflammatory language and severe verbal aggression, triggering events that even took the violence to the streets in some cases. 
· It is worthwhile asking students to talk about instances mentioned in the media that match what has been said or alternatively to come up with examples illustrating the claim. 
[bookmark: bookmark6]

"If you say it – do it! 
That's how you take responsibility for your words"
Stage 1 (whole class):
· Say the following: 
We've seen the importance of words as a means of communication between people and we've discussed their power and influence. The internet and social media enhance the power of the written word and greatly widen its circle of influence.
· Ask the following questions:
1. What characterizes the internet and social media?
2. What are the advantages of the internet when it comes to sending a message? (speed, availability, democratization of knowledge – information is more accessible, it strengthens two key political rights; the public's right to know and the right to freedom of speech). 
3. Can you share with the class any instances or situations you've experienced in which the advantages of the internet or social media came into play? 
4. What are the dangers of the internet and social media when it comes to sending messages? (incitement, harsh words, sharing information unnecessarily, invasion of privacy) 
· To sum up, say the following:
Nowadays, thanks to the technology at the disposal of almost every household  and every person, we are not just passive "consumers" of information but also "producers" of information. The power of social media and mobile phone apps is that they allow you to reach your target audience very quickly, with no supervision, censorship or mediation; also with none of the editing, critique, verification or discretion found in traditional media formats.  
5. Has anyone come across instances of online lashing out and bullying bordering on incitement against "the other"? Give an example.
6. What are the practical implications of the phrase "taking responsibility for your words"
7. Suggest a "rule of thumb" that will allow us to take responsibility for our words.
Stage 2 (group work):
· At this point the students will work in small groups to discuss wording their "rule of thumb". Have the students split into five groups. Give each group a card (Appendix 3) and ask them to fill it in. At the end of the group work, ask each group to have one representative present the rule of thumb it designed / defined / formulated.

Stage 3 (whole class):
· Write on the board or a sheet of paper the different rules of thumb / values formulated by the groups to create a comprehensive list.
· Have students discuss the rules and the need for them so that they come up with a class petition. 
· We highly recommend leveraging this activity into a real educational endeavor and upload it to the internet / hang it in a prominent place in the classroom or the school.  
· Sum up the activity as follows:
As consumers and generators of information in the online environment, we all need to adopt values such as compassion, restraint, consideration. It is important that we refrain from hasty, irresponsible actions of having "trigger-happy fingers on the keyboard". When we use social media and instant messaging apps it is essential that each and every one of us be our own editor: 
· Show kindness and discretion.
· Reread what you write before uploading it to the cybersphere – treat every word like a prayer – listen carefully to what your words are saying so that your prayer will be heard.
· Look at the words or images you want to publish through the eyes of those who are going to see it.
· The values that should guide writing online and on social media can be summed up in the acronym THINK: True, Helpful, Inspiring, Necessary, Kind. These values should accompany us at all times, and especially in times of controversy.  

Additional activity: By your hand - Your words create reality
Stage 1 (whole class):
· Say the following:
In the first part of the activity we talked about the power of the spoken and the written word to shape reality and influence social relations. In the second part of the activity we will relate to your personal experiences.   
· Ask the students to share with their classmates an experience in which a particular message they wanted to convey (orally or in writing) got out of hand and led to unforeseen and undesirable results. Allow a number of students to share situations in which they felt they influenced others.    
· Ask what is the most convenient way to convey a message or information? Through speaking or writing? Why?  This is the time to allow students to share their experiences and discuss the differences between spoken and written messages (*it is sometimes easier to express things in writing since we don't have to look at the person we are addressing, *the written message is easier to disseminate, etc.).
· Hand out (or project onto the screen) the poem "By your hand" by Wislawa Szymborska[footnoteRef:4]  and ask: [4:  Easily found in Google] 

· Why do you think the poem begins with a physical description of the structure of the hand?
· Why did the poet choose to mention the two books Mein Kampf and Winnie the Pooh?  (If the students are not familiar with them – have one or two students use their phones to find information.)
· What is the poet trying to say about the power of the hand? (At any given time, at any encounter, and anything we do, the choice is in our hand – something good [Winnie the Pooh] or something bad [Mein Kampf]).
· What is the meaning of 'hand' here? (it is a tool / a means with which we can choose to do either good or bad.
· Say the following: 
In a moment we are going to watch a clip that illustrates the effect of words and how they can create a reality – often an unintentional one. 
· Screen the CET clip "Your words create reality": https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3n1oPRTbdQ
· Ask the following questions:
1. What emotions did you feel while watching the clip?
2. Have you ever written or said things you later regretted? If so, in what satiation? (Insult? Empowerment? Embarrassment? Anger?)
3. What do you think is the clip's message 
4. The end of the clip recommends "Don’t write anything you wouldn't say." Do you agree with this recommendation? Does it mean that when  talking face to face everything you say is legitimate?
5. What features of the internet and social media make them so popular with young people?
6. What features of the internet and social media make it easy for us to be "trigger-finger happy" with the keyboard? 
7. How can we avoid cases like those we saw in the clip?
8. How can we take responsibility for our words?[footnoteRef:5] [5:  It is essential to raise this question if it has not yet been discussed. ] 

9. One year before his assassination, in his speech at the peace signing ceremony with Jordan (1994), Yitzhak Rabin said: "I have no assets, I have only dreams of bequeathing a better world to future generations, a more harmonious world, a world that is a pleasure to love in. This is not too much to ask." What can we (you) do in order to leave a better world for future generations? How can we make sure that alongside the tremendous advantages of the virtual world, we can reduce the expressions of violence and intolerance that are often let out with too much ease?    
· Note: We recommend guidance the students to find a solution they themselves can implement. For inspiration you can share with them the initiative by students from the Kfar Hayarok School, who set up a "sanity war room" following all the inflammatory language on the web during Operation Protective Edge. See links below.   
http://www.nrg.co.iI/online/1/A http://by- edu.org.il/venture/%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%9C- %D7%A9%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%95%D7%AA/RT2/603/013.html
Summing up the lesson plan
· Say the following: 
Today we have discussed the significance of words, their power to influence and the need to use them after careful consideration, restraint and responsibility.  We cannot ignore the violence of the discourse on the street, and particularly on the internet, where it thrives with practically no bounds, since there are no appropriate laws or civil courage and responsibility.  
21 years ago a political assassination took place. It would be too easy to place the blame solely on the perpetrator. When relating to assassination, it is essential to know the background to the actions of the assassin, the extent his action was legitimized, and what was the public ambience at the time: "In order for despicable acts to occur, one needs the right social conditions and not murderous people." We absolutely must not allow such conditions to exist. We must be involved in shaping a more pleasant reality, a better world to live in. 
[bookmark: bookmark9]Appendix 1: List of statements for the opening activity (Option 2 only)
1. Words distinguish people from animals.
2. Our words have power – they can create a reality.
3. "Everything must be considered – words and deeds. It seems that through speech the deed is done, and is put into practice." (Rabbi Nachman, Likutei Moharan).
4. The written word often has a greater impact than the spoken word. 
5. Silence is golden.
6. Sometimes I say things without thinking through what the consequences might be.
7. It is easier to express myself in writing than in speaking.
8. Words can build or destroy interpersonal relationships.  
9. With great power comes great responsibility.
10. The tongue controls life and death.
11. “Words - so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how potent for good and evil they become in the hands of one who knows how to combine them.” Nathaniel Hawthorne 
12. "Of all the organs, the tongue sins the fastest because of the ease and speed with which it moves with no assistance" (from Hovot Halevavot)
13. Some of the greatest sins of the human race have been committed under the cloak of magical words and phrases.  
14. "Why aren't people required to take out a license to use certain words like they are to use a gun?" (David Grossman, When I have a knife)
15. In order for despicable acts to occur, one needs the right social conditions and not murderous people.
16. [bookmark: bookmark10]

Appendix 2: What is a caricature?
A caricature is a drawing of a person or a situation that exaggerates certain details - general external features or weaknesses, in order to make fun of someone or something and sometimes also to arouse criticism.   
A caricature is the exaggeration of the outlines of an object that emphasizes the features that differentiate the object from other similar objects. For example, a caricature of a face – many people think that a caricature is a graphic distortion of facial features. But this in not so; a caricature is the exaggeration of the actual outlines of the face rather than a distortion of them. For example, if a person's nose is particularly prominent, let's say it is a large nose, it can be made even bigger, but if it is made smaller that would, in fact, be distorting reality.  
A political caricature is a satirical drawing that expresses an opinion about topical issues using visual images, symbols and motifs; ludicrous drawings of politicians and public figures, sometimes even  accompanied by comic-book dialogue balloons. Most papers have daily caricatures drawn by one or more resident caricaturists.
The caricature often seeks to criticize. This kind of criticism is usually considered a legitimate form of freedom of expression. 
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Appendix 3: Group work card: Taking responsibility for one's words.
[bookmark: bookmark11]
Petition: Violence is an erosion of the foundation of Israeli democracy. 
It must be condemned and eliminated.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is a time of danger. Social media are flooded with violent and divisive language which impinge on a wide range of democratic rights (the right to life and safety, respect, privacy and a good reputation) and serve to further inflame pre-existing divisions within Israeli society. We, as young citizens of Israel, have decided to take responsibility: 
If we just apply appropriate values-oriented considerations and take the following steps before we hit the "enter" key, we will clearly be taking part in shaping a more tolerant and respectful society. Below are three rules of thumb we recommend applying in order to avoid incitement, inflammatory language and the publication of unnecessary information:
1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. [bookmark: bookmark12]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Leading a positive revolution online!
#Words are not just child's play#
#Take responsibility for your words#
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