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Israeli National Program:
“Suitcases Open in the Homes of Jewish

Kindergarten Families- in Israel and Around

the World”

Theme: Strengthened Through Embrace-

Personally, as Families, and as a Community

”I came to strengthen and | left embraced, | came

to embrace and | left strengthened”

(.A.E)
You are welcome to click and watch



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFiEqVPwLCs
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Senior Director of the Early Childhood Education Division: Orna Paz

Supervisor of Kindergartens: Dr. Meirav Turgeman

Iris Etz-Hadar, National Supervisor of Partnerships, Local Authorities

(Ages 3-6)

Iris Etz-Hadar, National Supervisor of Partnerships, Local Authorities
(Ages 3-6).

Rinat Alfia, National Language and Literacy Instructor

Sarit Eitan, National Parent Instructor Sigal Amir, National Art

Instructor

Dr. Meirav Turgeman, Supervisor of Kindergartens

Orly Naim, Supervisor of Inclusion and Integration

Naomi Tzifuri, Supervisor of the Pedagogical Operation Unit

Ina Plotov, National Instructor, responsible for the Informatics and

ICT Unit

Ina Plotov, national instructor responsible for the Information and

Communication Technology Unit
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Opening remarks

We are happy to launch a joint program with you inviting you to join a meaningful
journey that began in kindergartens in Israel and now extends to Jewish
communities around the world. You will embark on the journey with your children,
meet and get to know other families from the kindergarten, deepen your
connections, read books together centered on the theme of “embrace,” and explore
works of art that depict moments of connection and closeness. This year, the
program focuses on the theme: Strengthened Through Embrace — Personally, as
Families, and as a Community.

This is a national program that operates in three spaces: kindergarten, home, and
community, in constant synchronization and with the goal of cultivating the fabric
of relationships within the kindergarten-home-community triangle, while

promoting and enriching the Hebrew language and educating in the love of art.

We hope that this journey will lead all of us- and especially the children- to
wonderful places found in books and works of art: places of imagination, creativity
and curiosity, places that promote knowledge and values, and will inspire us to
grow stronger through personally, within our families, and as a community.

May this experience encourage kindness toward ourselves, toward others, and
toward our surroundings, and help spread goodness and connection throughout our
country and Jewish communities around the world.

Wishing you an enjoyable journey

Suitcases are opened in the homes of kindergarten children in Israel
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We are happy that you have joined the "Suitcases Open in the Family Homes of
Kindergartens in Israel" program - in the spirit of strengthening social cohesion
and emphasizing strengthening through embrace: self, family, and community.
This journey, which begins now, connects the Israeli mosaic of Israeli society,
both in the country and all over the world, and will lead you on a path where you
can develop and strengthen values such as fostering the values of mutual giving,
helping others, family cohesion, self-empowerment, community strengthening,
strengthening the sense of belonging, mutual responsibility, and more. The
journey will also allow you to strengthen community ties.

The program promotes the connection between the educational staff and the
kindergarten parents and enables respectful, close, inclusive and inclusive
discourse, deepening familiarity, as well as creating a system of reciprocal
relationships between the educational staff, families and the local authority.
During the journey, each family will be hosted by another family and will also
host another family, thus creating new connections between families and
children. The meeting will include an experiential activity that will "come out" of
the suitcase you received around a joint reading of a children's book and a joint
observation of a work of art. The leading value is the value of giving and doing
good deeds for others and the environment, and what will be the embrace we
give to others and the environment. The book will be chosen by the children
from the kindergarten/home/public library. The booklet includes examples of
activities around three books that deal with these values, activities around eight
works of art in which an embrace appears. Based on these examples, you can

develop a dialogue and create joint activities.

Suitcases are opened in the homes of kindergarten children in Israel



The purpose of the booklet is to help you progress on your journey and
receive an explanation of how to conduct yourself in the various spaces:
the home space, the garden space, and the community space.

In the booklet, you will also find a variety of options for diversifying the
joint meetings with the family you are hosting, as well as interesting and
inspiring appendices and links. It is very important that the children be
active and involved partners in the journey and be able to influence it.
In order for the journey to proceed optimally, we recommend that you
stick to the schedule set by the kindergarten teacher, use the attached
files or albums/notebooks to share with the entire kindergarten
community the experiences and impressions you have gathered along
the way, as well as bringing and spreading goodness through an

empowering hug for yourself, your family, and the community.

*Preventing loneliness in the Israeli community outside of Israel
*Cultivating the Hebrew language

Cultivating an affinity and love for art

*Strengthening social cohesion while fostering community and mutual
responsibility.

*Strengthening through embraces: self, family, community.

*Nurturing the bond between parents and children

*Getting to know and bringing hearts closer together between young

families within the Jewish community

Suitcases are opened in the homes of kindergarten children in Israel




6

*Personal well-being — a sense of security, love, and acceptance.
*Social well-being — a connection of empathy, giving, and concern for others.
*Environmental well-being — a deep, respectful, and meaningful connection to

nature and the world around us.

*A booklet for parents that accompanies the journey

*A book from the kindergarten library/home library/municipal library that
deals with the value of a hug/links to watch the stories read in Hebrew from
the Pajama Library

*3 copies of artwork depicting hugs

*From Gan's 'Israeli Hug' notebook... — intended for sharing special ideas that

we will give to other families with a hug from the heart.

We would all like to live in a world where people are nicer and less stressed,
more pleasant, a world where our children can thrive, be safe and happy. If
we want to see change in our country and world, we must first start that
change ourselves.

You are invited to suggest some small actions, small gestures that wrap and
embrace words, deeds, and more that you can initiate every day and that can

strengthen and empower something else.

Suitcases are opened in the homes of kindergarten children in Israel




Personal example is one of the most important things in developing social
sensitivity and giving among children. Our ability as significant adults -
parents and kindergarten staff alike - to be attentive to others, to
strengthen and empower others, to be a model for assistance and
contribution, allows children to see in practice that we also apply what we

educate them to.

Strengthening yourself, your family, and your community by embracing
them is an important message that you can convey through your personal
example, and it is possible that in a short time you will feel the
contribution, strengthening, and uplifting of spirit in your immediate
environment.

Listening, patience and tolerance, smiling, laughing, hugging oneself,
family and community, a kind word, expressing appreciation, giving,

compassion and love will change the world.

Our best wishes for an enlightening, embracing, and empowering Israeli

journey.
Citrus Iris
Sigal Amir Rinat Alfia National
National Arts National Language and Partnerships
Instructor Literacy Instructor Supervisor, Local
Authorities 3—-6

Senior Division for Early Childhood Education Ministry of Education
Israel
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2. The suitcase journey schedule 7

Suitcase No. The suitcase must be returned to the kindergarten within a week

Suitcase delivery
) date *The suitcase
No Child's name | Parents' names address phone must be returned

: to the
kindergarten

10

11

12
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3 .Let's go

How fun it is for you to set off with us. In the following pages we will tell you what you

can do with the suitcase you received.

How will the journey take place?

You are invited to watch a link to a short video, which illustrates how the program

works

Suitcases will set off on a warm, embracing, and moving human journey from family to
family.

Each family will be hosted in another family's home for the purpose of getting to know
each other and engaging in shared experiential activities around books and artwork on
the theme: 'Hug' and will also host another family in their home the following week.
Host families can host in their homes or choose to meet in public spaces, such as
gardens, parks, woods, the beach, etc.

What will happen at home?

The journey begins according to the schedule sent by the kindergarten teacher, which
contains all the details about the methods of communication and the dates for the
joint meetings. At the meeting, both families are invited to get to know each other. The
leading axis of the meeting is the book and the experience of reading, creating art and
the experience of observing. While incorporating a discourse that deals with the

values of giving and the value of hugging, activities and play inspired by them. More on

this later in the booklet.
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3. Setting out on the Journey

Before the hosting meeting

It is recommended that the host family contact the guest family
and coordinate the meeting date.

The child and the host family members open the suitcase and
examine its contents, and plan together how to host the invited
family, whether to start by reading a book and then look at a
work of art together, or perhaps vice versa.

Together, we prepare the things they will need for the joint

meeting.

During the family reunion
Read the book together, and look at the work of art you have
chosen together.

Talking, working, playing

And what else...

10‘ Suitcases are opened in the homes of kindergarten children in Israel



3 .Let's go

Thinking about what kind of joint embrace we would like to send to the
kindergarten families:

You can write in the notebook - "Israeli Hug" found in the suitcase an interesting
family recipe that is passed down from generation to generation, a favorite
song, a recommendation for a trip, a game we like to play together, and more.
The notebook is what will connect the communal and Israeli mosaic of the
kindergarten community.

You can expand on the activities from the "Meeting in the Shade of the Tree"

program.

Click or scan the QR code:

Listening and singing together to the song "On My Bookshelf" by Miri Myers.

Click or scan the QR code.

In conclusion, we pack up the suitcase and the child

And take them back to kindergarten

11‘ Suitcases are opened in the homes of kindergarten children in Israel
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3. Setting out on the Journey A=

You can share experiences from the meeting with the kindergarten children by:

* Take a selfie of the two families together with the book or artwork and hand it to
the kindergarten teacher

® Prepare a short video of up to thirty seconds, recommending the book or work of
art to the kindergarten children, and hand it over to the kindergarten teacher, to be
shown in the kindergarten. The video can begin with the words: "We are family... and
we are family... We chose to strengthen and grow stronger with an embrace:
personal, family and community. We wanted to recommend...

And what will remain for all of us as a unique souvenir:

The new bond that was created between us, the experience of "togetherness" and
strengthening community, a song, a story, a work of art that we knew, satisfaction
from self-, family and community strengthening. And a warm hug.

After the hospitality, it is important to collect the items in the suitcase. The next day,
the suitcase will be returned to the kindergarten, where the journey will continue:
the children - the guest and the host - will be invited to share experiences, read the
book with the kindergarten teacher and the kindergarten children / observe the work
of art they know. Share suggestions for strengthening and strengthening in an
embrace: personal, family and community for the sake of the other and the

environment that came up in the joint meeting.

12‘ Suitcases are opened in the homes of kindergarten children in Israel
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Suitcase sign

National program of the Early Childhood

Education Division

'Opening suitcases’
In the homes of kindergarten children's families in

Jewish communities in Israel and all over the world

A journey of strengthening:
The Hebrew language, social cohesion, and the love of art under the

theme: Strengthened by embracing oneself, family and community
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Ministry of Education Pedagogical
Directorate, Division A for Early
Childhood Education

_________________________________________________________________ﬁ.___



|
|
nTIMY LYY (Iko

)

TN 70 N7 PANN 72 NINIX NN

NINN921 NITHTN'
2R W NIXI9NA NIFTIN'D NI7?'ApA DR2AN T2 NINAWN 'MNaa

S :21IT'N7 von
" NIINAN7 NANRNT N'MIANN NIT'A%0N ,NMNAvn Nawn
M7'Npl 'MNawn ,'xY -pia'na 0'PTNNNA :[N'oa

o
S < qnnTwn \ /
- < anaTa%nn N\

TN 2120 1'% 1122 QAN




|
|
nTIMY LYY (Iko

)

TN 70 N7 PANN 72 NINIX NN

NINN9 NITHN'

S :21IT'N7 von
" NIINAN7 NANRNT N'MIANN NIT'A%0N ,NMNAvn Nawn
M7'Npl 'MNawn ,'xY -pia'na 0'PTNNNA :[N'oa

Z
A - J1'Nn TIwn
< hnamann (VA

A 220 12'0% 112 AR




i
|
]AN DW NN 2IN2? ¥' -N2NN? n2M) q'

)

NINOYNN 'N22 NINN9) NITitn”
NIXI9NA NI'TIA'D NIT'APA 0AN T Y
"INWn

@ nliann
7AW p1atna’




i
|
]AN DW NN 2IN2? ¥' -N12NN? n2M) q'

)

NINOWYNN "N NINN9) niTiutn”
NIXI9NA NI'TIA'D NI7'Apa DAN T Y

. "INwnl
hid Nn1ann
7AW p1atna’




Notebook cover - write the name of the kindergarten

"Suitcases are being opened in the homes of kindergarten
children in Jewish communities in Israel and all over the
word"

’From the book 'The Israeli Embrace

Of the Kindergarten
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Ministry of Education Pedagogical
Directorate, Division A for Early
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