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Oral Torah

Jewish Law — Exam for Olim

Instructions
x.Duration of exam: One and three quarter hours
2. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam has two parts.
Part One — (4x16) — 64 points
Part Two — (3x12) — 36 points
Total — 100 points

». Material that may be used during the exam:
A Hebrew-other language / other language-Hebrew
dictionary

7. Special instructions: None

Write in the answer booklet only. Write "nvoyo” at the top of
each draft page. If you use draft paper outside the answer
booklet, your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One (64 points)

Answer four of the questions 1-6 (each question — 16 points).

1. Prayer [n>on]

N.

A person should try to pray with a minyan [h2>%a]. One reason for this is because some sections of
the prayers may only be recited with a minyan.
(1) Name two sections of the prayers that may only be recited with a minyan.

(2) Give one additional reason for making an effort to pray with a minyan.

(8 points)
Why should even a person who prays alone [m7°n>a] make an effort to pray in a Beit Knesset?

(3 points)
How should one show respect toward holy books [wmp »190]? Give two examples. (5 points)

2. Blessings [m»13]

N.

(1) Before eating we must recite a blessing [n»wx1571]. List two blessings recited before eating.

(2) For each blessing you listed, give one food that requires this blessing.

(5 points)

(1) Efrat wanted to drink coffee and eat cake. Over what should she recite a blessing first, the
coffee or the cake? Explain your answer.

(2) Avraham wanted to eat two fruits whose blessing is the same —a fig and a peach.
Over which of the two fruits should he recite a blessing? Explain your answer.

(6 points)

(1) We are required to recite a blessing after eating [n»Inx 1>71]. Name two blessings recited after
eating.

(2) For each of the blessings you named, list one food after which this blessing is recited.

(5 points)

3. Shabbat [nav]

N.

(1) Give two reasons for lighting Shabbat candles.

(2) The obligation to light Shabbat candles applies to all members of the household, but the Sages
ruled that the woman should light them. Why?

(9 points)

(1) What is the purpose of Havdala?

(2) The initials of the Havdala blessings in Hebrew are n”y2>.

What do the initials n”2> stand for?

(7 points) /Continued on page 3/
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4.

S.

6.

Festivals — Rosh Hodesh and Rosh Hashana [niwn w1 wTin N — 70|

N.

(1) What is a "xon wmn” ["complete month"] and what is a ”yon wmn” ["incomplete month"]?

(2) Inthe Hebrew calendar, not all the months are the same length, and a "complete month" is
usually followed by an "incomplete month". Explain why.

(7 points)

(1) The prayers for Rosh Hodesh include 550 >sn” ["half Hallel"].
Why is "half Hallel" given this name?

(2) What else is added to the prayers recited on Rosh Hodesh apart from "half Hallel"?

(5 points)

What are the three types of shofar blasts sounded on Rosh Hashana called? (4 points)

Festivals — Pesach [npo — o>1vin

N.

3.

Why is Seder night [770n %] given this name? (3 points)

(1) The Seder plate should include three matzot, karpas [091>], zeroa [y ], and certain other food
items.
List two of the other food items that should be on the Seder plate.

(2) What does each of these two food items commemorate?

(7 points)

(1) Why do store owners have to display a "sale of hametz" certificate ["ynn non” nTwn]?

(2) After Pesach, Reuven wanted to buy tomatoes at the local fruit and vegetable store, but he
discovered that the store did not have a "sale of hametz" certificate.
Is he permitted to buy tomatoes at this store? Explain your answer.

(6 points)

Laws of Kashrut [miwo maon]

N.

(1) List two differences between a "standard" kashrut [n>>»7 mwa] certificate and a "higher-grade"
kashrut [ya7nn mavo] certificate.

(2) Large supermarkets display a kashrut certificate in the fruit and vegetable department and the
meat department, but not in the drinks department or canned goods department. What is the
reason for this?

(8 points)

(1) Why must we wait between eating meaty food and dairy food? Give two reasons.

(2) A person who wants to eat meaty food immediately after eating dairy food must perform
several actions.

List two of these actions.

(8 points) /Continued on page 4/
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Part Two (36 points)

Answer three of the questions 7-11 (each question — 12 points).

10.

Prayer [n>>on]
N. (1) Write two of the purposes of prayer.

(2) Why did the Great Assembly [n2y720 noy5 >wiN] establish a fixed formula of prayer?
Give two reasons.
(8 points)

3.  Why must one prepare oneself for prayer, and how should one prepare? (4 points)

Blessings [m>13]

N. (1) For what amount of food must we recite a blessing before eating?

(2) For what amount of food must we recite a blessing after eating?
(6 points)
a.  On Shabbat and on festivals there are additions to Birkat Hamazon.

List one addition for Shabbat and one addition for festivals. (6 points)

Shabbat [nav]

N. (1) What is the reason that performing melacha [nax5n work] on Shabbat is prohibited?
(2) On Shabbat, 39 categories of melacha [nax9n Mmax v”5] are prohibited.
Why did the Sages prohibit these specific categories of melacha on Shabbat?
(5 points)
3. (1) For 'sorting' [719125] to be permissible on Shabbat, three conditions must be met.
List two of them.
(2) The vegetable salad on the Shabbat table contains onion, but Hagit does not like onion.
How can Hagit eat the salad without transgressing the prohibition of 'sorting' [ 12 Mo>K]?

(7 points)

Festivals — Ta'anit Esther (Fast of Esther) and Purim [0y119) 909X 72yn — D>7ymn]

N. (1) What does Ta'anit Esther [7nox myn] commemorate?
(2) If Ta'anit Esther falls on Shabbat, on what day do we fast?
(5 points)
3. (1) Name two festivals on which we add "al hanissim" ["D>©>30 Yy”] in the prayers and in Birkat
Hamazon.
(2) Why do we not recite Hallel on Purim?
(7 points)

/Continued on page 5/
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11. Laws of Kashrut [maws man]

N, List two things it is important to check on a kashrut certificate. (4 points)
3.  Yossi is having a chicken cutlet for lunch, and his sister Sarah is having cornflakes and milk.
(1)  Why must they not eat at the same table?
(2) In what way would they be permitted to eat at the same table?

(5 points)
>. Rivka ate potatoes that were cooked in a meaty pot. When will she be able to drink milk?
(3 points)
Good Luck! 1IanYyna

All rights reserved by the State of Israel.
Copying or publication without the consent of the
Ministry of Education is prohibited.

YN NYTNY INNIY DN M
NN TIVND MYIT RONX DDIYY N PP DYDY PR



