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1.
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Part One — Leket Mitzvot
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Answer questions from Part One or Part Two, according to the material you studied.

Questions
Part One — Leket Mitzvot (72 points)

If you choose this part, answer six of the questions 1-8 (each question — 12 points).

1. Not to break a bone of the Pesach offering [noon yo by Mmawd x5w] (1v); the mitzva of sanctifying Shabbat
orally [0»272 navn wviTp nnsn] (x5)

N.

(1) Based on the Sefer Hahinuch, explain the connection between the prohibition of breaking a
bone of the Pesach offering and remembering the exodus from Egypt.

(2) "xoM XOWIY NV —IWRIL PHOM 1TH22 TPXOX NN NN I ww o H” - [Anyone who has a mezuza
at his doorway, #zitzit on his garment and tefillin on his head is assured that he will not sin.]
(Menahot 43b)

According to the Sefer Hahinuch, what is so special about these mitzvot that a person who
observes them is assured that he will not sin?

(6 points)

Is it possible to use bread instead of wine for kiddush and havdala?

(1) What is the law regarding kiddush, and why?

(2) What is the law regarding havdala, and why?

(6 points)

2. Honoring your father and mother [Dx ax 71200 nnsn] (3Y)

N.

List two examples given by the Sages of performing the mitzva of honoring your parents.

(3 points)

(1) List two situations in which a son might have to spend money on honoring his parents.

(2) What is the law in each of these situations?

(4 points)

(1) When is a woman exempt from performing the mitzva of honoring her parents?

(2) According to the Sefer Hahinuch, a person who transgresses this mitzva is punished severely
[0 973 wany”]. Explain why.

(5 points)

3. Not to delay paying a worker's wage [10w 72w XD xov] (97)

N.

(1) What is the reason for this mitzva?

(2) Why may payment be delayed by ”"any x5 7nx 0v»” [one day and no more]?

(6 points)

Yoav worked for David and claimed that David did not pay him. David claimed that he did pay him.
The halakha is that Yoav should swear that he did not receive his wages, and then David should pay
him.

Why do we believe Yoav (after he has sworn) and not David?

Give one case in which a person who did not pay his worker on time did not transgress this mitzva.

(6 points)
/Continued on page 3/
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4.

Love for fellow Jews [o83w> nanx ansn] (n9)

N.

bX

"HMNA 91T Y9 N RDPY 227 X LD JvIY nanRy” ['and you shall love your fellow as yourself'...Rabbi
Akiva said: This is a major principle of the Torah.]

According to the Sefer Hahinuch, explain why the mitzva of Ahavat Yisrael is a "nmna %73 595",

(4 points)

Explain the reason [wmw] for the mitzva of Ahavat Yisrael.

(4 points)

One example of observing this mitzva is ”[»12n Y] mYpa 7251° X5” [not to derive honor from another
person's disgrace]. Explain this example.

(4 points)

Sanctifying G-d [owp vy nnsn] (189)

N.

a.

There is a mitzva in the Torah to sanctify G-d. The Torah also says: "pna>m" [and live by them]
(Vayikra 22:35).

(1) What is the contradiction between the mitzva of sanctifying G-d and the verse "pna >n”?
(2) Based on the Sefer Hahinuch, explain how this conflict can be resolved.

(6 points)

The Sefer Hahinuch states ”72y> YX) 37177 — 199 MN¥N HY 19298 INNRIND 179K RYINT 1PN, TRV NywY”

[and at a time of religious persecution, even in private and even for gain and even for a minor
mitzva, one should be killed rather than transgress].
Explain two of the underlined terms in the context of the mitzva of of sanctifying G-d.

(6 points)

Not to harm another Jew by one's speech [21272 Y9xIwn 7O NN XOW] (NHW)

N.

=N

De

N.

What is the reason [wmw] for the mitzva D271 YN TAR MNNY Xow”?

(4 points)

Explain why the prohibition of harming another Jew by one's speech is a "nwyn 12 prw I8>”

[a negative command that does not involve an action].

(4 points)

Tova spoke to Rina in a way that hurt her.

In your opinion, how should Rina respond? Explain your answer based on what you learned in the
Sefer Hahinuch.

(4 points)

Learning and Teaching the Torah [n709% nnn 7wd5] (0°n)

The Sages derived the mitzva of Talmud Torah from the words 77325 bnywy” (Devarim 6:7)

(1) According to the Sages, who are ”732”?

(2) According to the Sages, what is the meaning of the word "pnaw?

(5 points)

The Sages said that a person should divide the time he spends learning into three parts. What are
these three parts?

(3 points)

Why is a woman not obliged to teach her son Torah?

(4 points) /Continued on page 4/
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8. Reciting the Shema twice a day [Dy Y32 D»nys ynw X13p] (51)
N. Itis a mitzva to recite the Shema twice a day.
What are the two times of day at which it is a mitzva to recite the Shema?
(3 points)
3. (1) What must one recite in order to fulfill the positive mitzva of reciting the Shema as

commanded by the Written Law [pnnnn]?

(2) What must one recite in order to fulfill the positive mitzva of reciting the Shema as
commanded by the Sages [127710]?
(6 points)
3. Why are women exempt from the mitzva of reciting the Shema?

(3 points)

/Continued on page 5/
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Answer questions from Part One or Part Two, according to the material you studied.

Part Two - Gemara Masekhet Sukka (72 points)

If you choose this part, answer six of the questions 9—16 (each question — 12 points).

9. "A person engaged in a mitzva is exempt from a mitzva" ["1¥nn 0 NV XN POW”]

N.  The Gemara derives the principle of "nmxni 3 Mos Msna poiy” from two verses.
What is the topic of each of these verses?
(4 points)

3. Explain why we need each of these verses to derive the principle of "mxnin y M MNP poy”.
(6 points)

3. Aperson is very preoccupied because his ship has sunk. Why is he not exempt from reciting
the Shema?

(2 points)

10. Those exempt from sukka [0210n Y2 D> Mw9N]

N. The Gemara asks "n>01 nown7ay’vy” [and what about letting them have a huppa in the sukka?].
(1) Explain Abaye's answer and Rava's answer to this question.
(2) In what case will there be a halakhic difference [n»n Xpoi] between the two answers?
(3) In the case you described in Sub-Item (2), what is the law according to Abaye and what
is the law according to Rava? Explain your answers.

(12 points)

11. Garden and orchard guards' obligation regarding sukka [02102 Davn — 007191 M) > W]
N, ”.02°91 )2 D2 P2 Mo D079 M Y [Garden and orchard guards are exempt both during
the day and at night.]
(1) Regarding this law, the Gemara asks: "1an°5 bnn N2 y72y>5” [let them build a sukka and then
reside there]? Explain the Gemara's question in your own words.

(2) Explain the answer given by either Abaye or Rava to the Gemara's question.

(6 points)
3. If the guard is guarding "97 8»15” [a pile of fruits], what is the law according to Abaye and what is
the law according to Rava? Explain your answers.

(6 points)

/Continued on page 6/
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12. Having a short sleep Pyax mw]

N.

The Gemara asks why it is forbidden to have a short sleep outside the sukka.

List the answers to this question given by Rav Ashi and by Rava.

(4 points)

"yap MY K2 VIR PHaN1 ORIV MY DTN v XIN” [One may have a short sleep wearing tefillin, but not a

substantial sleep]

(1) Why is it forbidden to have a substantial sleep wearing tefillin on one's head?

(2) Based on this Baraita (quoted at the beginning of Item 1), Abaye raises an objection to Rav
Ashi's opinion, which you gave in Item x. Explain this objection.

(3) According to the Gemara's conclusion, what is the answer to Abaye's objection?

(8 points)

13. Number of meals in the sukka [715102 mTwwon 79010]

N,

In the Mishna, Rabbi Eliezer and the Sages disagree regarding the number of meals one is obliged to

eat in the sukka.

(1) According to the Gemara, how does Rabbi Eliezer interpret the statement "y17n py31awn”
[dwell in the sukka as you would live in your house], and how do the Sages interpret this
statement "yNTN Py 12wn”?

(2) Even according to the Sages, one is obliged to eat in the sukka on the first night of Sukkot.
Explain how they learn this law.

(7 points)

What is the law regarding a person who did not eat in the sukka on the first night of Sukkot?

Answer according to the Sages' opinion and according to Rabbi Eliezer's opinion (Rabbi Eliezer's

opinion as given in the Gemara's conclusion).

(5 points)

14. Mitzva of sukka according to Rabbi Eliezer [11y9N 22759 by 1310 nnxn]

N.

7710 HWI2IN2 190 PRIY PRI ,NINDY NNDN PR PR IMIN WYHR 227 XIn” [It is taught that Rabbi Eliezer
says: One may not depart from one sukka to another sukka, and one may not build a sukka during
Hol Hamoed.]

Based on Rashi, explain these two laws in your own words.

(5 points)

7 ..9372129 9 Y35 DR 27N P PRy 027 MR’ [Did Rabbi Yitzhak not say: From where is it derived
that one is obligated to visit his teacher on the Festival...?]

(1) Explain how Rabbi Yitzhak derived that one is obligated to visit his teacher on the Festival.

(2) According to the Gemara's conclusion, in what case is one obligated to visit his teacher on the

Festival?

(7 points) /Continued on page 7/
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15. Women and minors in the sukka [12192 D01 DOwW)]

16.

N.

The Gemara learns from a xn35n (a law given to Moshe at Sinai) that women are exempt from the

mitzva of sukka.

(1) The Gemara asks why the xnabn was necessary in order to learn this. Explain the Gemara's
question.

(2) Explain Abaye's answer to this question and Rava's answer to this question.

(9 points)

According to the Gemara's conclusion, what minor is obligated to fulfill the mitzva of sukka and

what minor is exempt from fulfilling the mitzva of sukka?

(3 points)

Dwelling in the sukka [n21032 n2owo]

7RI VIR INND Iy DTR D) Nyaw Y3 1329 un” [For the entire seven days, a person should consider the

sukka to be his permanent home and his house to be a temporary place]

N,

The Gemara asks: "XnYo011 92 »Im XNSYVLNA NN XIPN K17 MRN” [Didn't Rava say: You may study

Bible and Mishna in the sukka, but analyzing the Mishna must be done outside the sukka]

(1) Explain the Gemara's question.

(2) Explain the Gemara's answer to this question.

(6 points)

7139 Sy PIPP Y GO 1192 DI MY Raw Tay0 T 1270 110 Ywn bwn” [The [Sages] illustrate this by a

parable: To what is this matter comparable? To a servant who comes to pour wine for his master, and

he pours a jug of water on his face.]

The Gemara asks about this parable: Who poured on whom?

(1) Explain the two possible ways to understand "who poured on whom".

(2) Based on one of the possibilities that you explained in Sub-Item (1), write what pouring the jug
refers to [>wns].

(6 points)

/Continued on page 8/
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Part Three — Torah SheBe'al Peh [ns Syaw nmn»an] (28 points)

Answer two of the questions 17— 28 (each question — 14 points).

Mishna

17. Masekhet Shabbat [naw noon

N.

(1) 72»n.apn Pna vnnwa P10 P xexmnn” [One who carries out either in his right hand or in his
left hand, or in his lap...is liable.] (chapter 10, mishna 3)
What is the reason for this law, according to Rabbenu Ovadia MiBartenura?
(2) 7a»nHona Yy..xo8mn” [One who carries out... on his shoulder is liable.] (ibid.)
What is the reason for this law, according to what the Mishna states later?
(6 points)
79309 ...00NY PN INTNOD .7 INRDI...N¥NN” [One who carries out...in a backhanded manner...or with a
belt whose opening faces downward...is exempt.] (ibid.)
What is the reason for this law, according to what the Mishna states later?
(3 points)
7.0 DI IMNONN LN DX MY 123 X¥n” [One who carries a load of bread out to the public
domain is liable. If two carried it out together, they are exempt.] (ibid., mishna 5)
(1)  prvs v Iimresn..” — explain why they are exempt.
(2) According to what the Mishna states later, in what case would two people who carried an object
out into the public domain be liable?

(5 points)

18. Masekhet Shabbat [naw noon

N.

72>0... 770 DOIPHNM waINN” [One who plows..., one who weeds, and one who removes dry

branches...is liable.] (chapter 12, mishna 2)

(1) Inyour own words, explain two of the types of labor [max5n] mentioned in the quotation
above.

(2) What amount [y>w] makes one liable if one performs these types of labor?

(6 points)

77nR D9y MPx Ny amon” [One who writes two letters of the alphabet during one lapse...is liable.]

(ibid., mishna 4)

Explain the expression ”7nx noyna”.

(3 points)

”,..D°77 PAR2, M9 01, ppwna and” [If one wrote with liquids, fruit juice, road dust...] (ibid., mishna 5)

What is the law in these cases, and why?

(5 points)

/Continued on page 9/
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19. Masekhet Sanhedrin [»77m0 noon]

N, 790 PR mInom mxmvin >»7” [In the case of laws of ritual impurity and purity one begins
from the greatest...] (chapter 4, mishna 2)
Explain the law in the quotation above.
(4 points)

3. 78N P nnn mwo »»7” [In the case of criminal law... one begins from the side.] (ibid.)
(1) Explain the law in the quotation above.
(2) What is the reason for this law?
(7 points)

3o PN OYT NPT PIwd Y50 [All are fit to judge monetary law]
According to Rabbenu Ovadia MiBartenura, whom does the Mishna include in the word ”>151”?

(3 points)

Aggada
20. Destruction and Redemption [n2xn 1210
N. The Gemara in Masekhet Sanhedrin (98a) relates how Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi encounters Eliyahu
Hanavi and then the Messiah.
(1) In his encounter with Eliyahu Hanavi, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asks Eliyahu several questions
about the Messiah.
Write one of these questions and write the answer that Eliyahu gave to this question.

(2) Describe the conversation that took place in the encounter with the Messiah.

(5 points)
3. (1) After the encounter with the Messiah, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi told Eliyahu Hanavi that the
Messiah had lied to him.

Why did Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi think that the Messiah had lied to him?
(2) Eliyahu Hanavi answered Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi that the Messiah meant
"wnwn 9ipa ox 0¥n” [Today if you listen to him].
Explain Eliyahu Hanavi's answer.
(6 points)
».  According to the Maharal, why is the Messiah poor and sick?
(3 points)

21. Prayer [n>on]
N.  According to the Midrash (Tanchuma, Miketz, siman 9), Antoninus asked Rabbi (Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi,

Rabbenu Hakadosh) if it is permissible to pray all day.
(1) What answer did Rabbi give Antoninus, and what reason did he give?

(2) Antoninus did not accept Rabbi's answer.
What did Rabbi do to prove to Antoninus that he [Rabbi] was right?
(7 points)

Note: This question continues on the next page.
/Continued on page 10/
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a.

Rabbi Yohanan said: If only a person could pray all day.

Rav Hai Gaon (cited by the Rosh) writes that it is permissible to pray all day according to Rabbi
Yohanan, but on one condition.

Explain this condition.

(3 points)

The Gemara relates that Rav Nahman could not get to a synagogue to pray.

List the two pieces of advice that Rabbi Yitzhak gave to Rav Nahman so that he would be able to
pray with the community [1M2°%0 Dy Y5onn>] anyway.

(4 points)

22. Hillel the Elder [ypn %5n]

N.

The Gemara in Masekhet Shabbat (31a) tells about three non-Jews who asked Shammai to convert
them. Shammai turned them away, so they went to Hillel.
(1) One of them declared that he only believed in the Written Law [1n33aw nmn].
Explain how Hillel taught him the importance of the Oral Law [ns Yyaw nn].
(2) One of them asked to be converted on condition that he would be taught the entire Torah while
he was standing on one leg. What did Hillel teach him?
(6 points)
Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel held different opinions with regard to what a person should do if he
buys or receives some special, high-quality food during the week.
(1) Give Beit Shammai's opinion and Beit Hillel's opinion in this dispute.

(2) Based on Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, explain the reasoning behind either Beit Shammai's

opinion or Beit Hillel's opinion in this dispute.

(8 points)

Responsa [n"wn ma9on]

23. Termination of pregnancy [1130 npvan

N.

(1) According to Rav Eliezer Waldenberg (7zitz Eliezer), if a fetus has Tay-Sachs disease, an
abortion is allowed up to the seventh month of pregnancy. List two reasons.

(2) According to Rav Eliezer Waldenberg (7zitz Eliezer), why is it forbidden to perform an
abortion after the seventh month of pregnancy?

(8 points)

Rav Shlomo Aviner advised older women to do tests during pregnancy to see whether their fetus has

any defects.

List two reasons for this recommendation.

(6 points)

/Continued on page 11/
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24. Animal suffering [D»n>bya qvx]

N.

(1) Give one reason for permitting hunting.

(2) Give one reason for forbidding hunting.

(5 points)

(1) Rav Moshe Feinstein ruled that it is forbidden to fatten animals to improve their appearance.
Explain why he ruled that it is forbidden.

(2) Rav Ovadia Yosef was opposed to goose fattening.
What was the reason for his opposition (apart from animal suffering)?

(3) Rav Shlomo Aviner wrote three reasons why pest control [D>»w 27n%] is permissible.
Explain one reason he gave.

(9 points)

25. Forced medical treatment [>X197 9190 1n97]

N.

"MIRSTD RO MW MNIW 1NN — (V7,8 MNY) 'R 89N ['he shall cause him to be thoroughly

healed' (Shemot 21:19) — from here we learn that a doctor is permitted to heal] (Bava Kama 85a)

Explain this statement of the Sages in your own words.

(4 points)

ey

A sick person is refusing to take life-saving medication, because he does not trust his doctors.

How should one behave in such a situation? List two possibilities.

(2) Asick person is refusing treatment that will save one of his limbs or organs, because the
treatment is painful. List two situations in which he should not be forced to undergo the
treatment.

(10 points)

Prayer as an encounter [w»915 n>on]

26. Reciting the Shema [vnw nxop
In the Mishna, Masekhet Berakhot (chapter 2, mishna 2), Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha explains the

order of the sections of the Shema.

N.

a.

Do

(1) According to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha, why is the section beginning with ”vny” recited
before the section beginning with ”ynpw ox mn”?

(2) According to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha, why is the section beginning with "yny ox nm”
recited before the section beginning with "nx»"?

(5 points)

(1) What do we learn from the fact that it is a mitzva to recite the Shema twice a day, in the
morning and evening?

(2) A person did not concentrate fully on the meaning of each word of the first verse of the Shema.
What intention [n3n5] while reciting the Shema would be considered sufficient for him to have
fulfilled his obligation [n2n>7 Ny ] anyway [Tay>72]?

(6 points)

Give one example of a law (n5%n) that shows the importance of reciting the Shema.

(3 points)

/Continued on page 12/
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27. Amida; the Hazan's repetition [Y’wn ntn ;n70nyn nvon|

N, The middle blessings of the Amida (n7wy nmw n>on) contain two types of requests.

(1) List these two types of requests.
(2) Write one blessing of each type.
(6 points)
3. The middle blessings of the Amida are written in the plural [for example: "wxo7"-"Heal us"].
What can we learn from the fact that they are in the plural?
(3 points)
>.  Why does the Hazan [n2x nbv] repeat the Amida?
List two reasons.

(5 points)

28. Stepping forwards and backwards. and bowing in the Amida [n7nyn n5>9n2 Mmy>131 My’ 0]

N. (1) Why is it customary to take three steps forward before the Amida (mwy nnnw n%on)?
(2) Why is it customary to take three steps backward at the end of the Amida?
(6 points)
3.  What are the four places during the Amida at which we bow?
(4 points)
»>.  Why is the Amida recited quietly [wn>a]?
Give one reason.

(4 points)

Good Luck! 1mnYsna
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