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Introducing The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein

Dear Teacher,

The Giving Tree is a classic story about the lifelong
relationship between an apple tree and a boy. As the boy
grows into an adult, he continuously returns to the tree to
ask for help. To make him happy, the tree gives him fruit,
branches, and eventually the ftrunk until all that's left of the
tree is an old stump.

The story explores the nature of unconditional love and the
balance between giving and taking. It serves as a powerful
metaphor for environmental protection or the sacrifices
parents make for their children. It is an excellent resource
for teaching students about gratitude, the consequences of
selfishness, and what it truly means to be generous.
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Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, students can:

verify the sequence of events in a story.

follow a simple story and identify key details.

answer simple questions with one word or a drawing.
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Icebreaker - NN'NS NI'77vo

Draw your pupils into the topic in English by using Total Physical Response (TPR).
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https://youtube.com/watch?v=W-fPeR474B8&feature=shared

Spotlight On the OY Sound
OY 773N 7V 7T



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcmxqwJhWxc

Teach New Vocabulary

<9 || &
Show the pupils the new vocabulary words. o
to come back a little boy

Say each word clearly and have the pupils
repeat them a number of times in different
ways, e.g like an old man or a little boy.
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New Vocabulary Bingo

Tell each student to write down any six of the
new words or phrases on a blank Bingo grid.
Call out the items one by one. The pupils cross

@n

to come back

)
I @,
a little boy

their items off as they hear them. The winner
is the pupil who has crossed off all the items
and shouted out the word “Bingo”!

I& 083219 PG le PN 288 SpI W 15 11y
P 1§ 30/ 30 RICIDD e e 1 1)'m 1l 1o¢

M PIWIE PPE 8P RMEIPEC RGN M X-p ol

112" p&31 18 p:CIdn 15 ple o2 3w fel H3W




e

Practice New Vocabulary fo come back a little boy

Give each pair of pupils two
copies of these flashcards.
The can cut them out and
use them to play a memory
game.
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Print one of these Practice New Vocabulary branches "))

worksheets for each Match words to pictures. to come back
pupl, NIINN7 07’00 12 17 INNN alone

to climb a tree

e Y 394 P3PS T3 10977 a little boy
Fwip 5 ok

tired

' My name is sad

money

children

I'm sorry
leaves

a house




Practice New Vocabulary

Circle the odd man out in each box. JINAWN 721 19170 R¥I' IN 710052 1970

to come @ to climb a eaves one
back tree Y branches

to climb a alone tired a house

tree
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e o

a little boy children to come back



More Vocabulary Practice Ideas

Stick a few flashcards on the classroom
walls. Read one of them and have the
pupils run over to it. Repeat.

‘ Have all the new words and phrases on
the board. Tell the pupils to face the
back of the classroom while you delete
one. When they turn back to face the
board, they say which word or phrase
IS missing.

‘ Call a volunteer ov
them one of
mime._i
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Pause the YouTube clip at
the times that appear in
the Timestamp column.

Then, ask the pupils the
questions in the Action &
Prompt column.
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Active Listening

Timestamp

00:00:37

00:01:09

00:02:13

00:03:13

00:05:31

Action & Prompt

Pause after the boy gathers
leaves. Ask: "What is on the boy's
head? Is it a crown?"”

Pause when the boy sleeps. Ask:
“Where is the boy? Is he in the
sun or the shade?”

Pause when the tree offers
apples. Ask: "The boy wants
money. What can he sell?"

Pause before the boy cuts
branches. Ask: "What does the
boy need to stay warm? A boat or
a house?"

Pause at the old stump. Ask: “Is
the tree tall or short now? Show
me with your hands.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgKVBhO6GkU&t=406s

What do you understand? NP N

Write the sentences in a) The boy is an old man and he

the correct order. wants to sit and rest.

JI27 1702 P'GIEND Mc 1770 b) The boy cuts the trunk to make a
boat.
c)The boy and the tree play together
every day.

d)The boy takes the apples to the city
to get money.

e) The boy cuts the branches to build
a house.

Answer Key: ¢, d, e, b, a



1. What does the boy do with the tree when he is a child?

What do you understand? . e cus e frunk

 bYHe plays hide and seek.
?J-‘jp;) Df/ c) He builds a house.

2. Why does the boy take the apples to the city?

Circle the correct answers. Vi ERv ey
b) to give them to a friend

J\_/j/.?jﬂ J\/P/eJ‘D  Mc f);) c) to make a cake

3. What does the boy use to build his house?
a) leaves

b) apples

c) branches

a) happy and fast
b) sad and old
¢) hungry and tired

! 4. How does the boy feel when he wants a boat?

5. What is the tree at the end of the story?
a) a big green tree.

b) a house

c) an old stump




Personal Response Craft Activities

e Students create a bookmark shaped like a tree stump using
cardboard. They can use real twigs or brown yarn to give it
texture. Since the stump was a quiet place to sit and rest,
students write a list of things that make them feel peaceful or
happy on the back of the bookmark.

e Fach student gets a paper plate and divides it into four sections
representing the boy's life: child, young man, adult, and old man.
In each section, students draw a tree and a person as they look at
that stage of life.

e Students trace their hand and forearm on brown paper to create
the trunk and branches of a tree. They then cut out green paper
leaves and red paper apples. On each leaf, students write one
thing they can give to a friend. On the apples, they write the
name of people they love.
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Teacher’'s Reflection

Can my students now...




Pupil’s Exit Card Ne'3' 0'6HD

Before your pupils leave the classroom, ask each of them to hand you an exit card!
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