
 

Dialogic Reading and Storytelling for Elementary EFL Teachers 
 
 

This unit is based on the children’s book The Tiger Who Came To Tea by Judith Kerr. 
 

 
 

 

Can-Do Descriptors 

 

 

Brief description 

 
Mode of 
Interaction: 
Whole class / 
Group Work / Pair 
Work / Individual 
Work  

 
 
 
 
 
Materials / 
Resources 
 

Theoretical 
Background 
and Rationale 

 Presentation on Dialogic 
Reading  
by Dr. Tziona Levi 

Individual work for 
teacher 

Click here to access 
the presentation. 

Introduction 
 
 

 Pre-Reading Activities 
 

1.​ Pre-teach the following 
vocabulary items: 

a ring at the door 
a key 
a furry stripy tiger 
orange juice 
a milk jug 
one big mouthful 

It’s important not just 
to introduce your 
students to new 
vocabulary, but to 
have them practice it 
too.  This will make it 
easier for them to 
understand the text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Pop/0files/english/Yesodi/DialogicReadingMasteryTziona.pdf


 

biscuits 
buns 
packets of food 
a saucepan 
 

2.​ Set the context.  
Use slides 3-4 to explain 
the cultural context of the 
story, i.e. England. 

 
3.​ The students can practice 

the new vocabulary with 
the worksheet in the 
column on the right, 

 
4.​ Screen Slides 5-6 to 

encourage the students to 
predict what the story will 
be about.  Ask them to 
answer the question that 
appears on the slide. 

  

 
Click here to access 
the accompanying 
teaching resources. 
 
Slides 3-4 
 
 
 
 
 
Click here for the 
vocabulary practice 
worksheet. 
 
 
 
Slides 5-6 

https://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Pop/0files/english/Yesodi/thetigerwhocametotea.pdf
https://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Pop/0files/english/Yesodi/thetigerwhocametotea.pdf
https://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Pop/0files/english/Yesodi/thetigerwhocametoteavocab.pdf
https://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Pop/0files/english/Yesodi/thetigerwhocametotea.pdf


 

Body of 
Lesson 
 
 

Spoken Reception 
 
Students can … 

a)​ understand basic sentences 
describing someone’s 
physical appearance, (e.g., 
eye/hair color, height), and 
familiar everyday items 
(e.g., color, size), especially 
when supported by pictures. 

b)​ identify people in their 
immediate surroundings or 
in pictures from a short, 
simple description of their 
physical appearance and 
clothes. 

c)​ follow a short, familiar story, 
with or without the support 
of pictures, gestures and 
repetition when delivered 
slowly and clearly. 

d)​ recognize familiar words 
and basic phrases in short, 
illustrated stories, read out 
slowly and clearly. 

While Listening 
 
Read the story aloud or play the 
YouTube Audiobook for your 
students, pausing at suitable 
times to actively engage them in 
the storytelling experience.  Use 
the slides in the materials 
column on the right. 

 
 
Whole Class 

 
 
Click here for link to 
the YouTube 
audiobook. 
 
While Listening 
Activities 
Slides 6-15 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjcxZemAxNI
https://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Pop/0files/english/Yesodi/thetigerwhocametotea.pdf


 

Concluding / 
Enrichment 
Activities 
 
 
 

Spoken Production 
 
Students can … 

a)​ draw simple conclusions 
about people in pictures 
(e.g., ‘he’s happy’), using a 
limited range of formulaic 
expressions. 

b)​ describe the position of 
objects or people using 
pictures or gestures. 

c)​ re-tell parts of a story (with 
or without pictures) read by 
the teacher or a recording. 

 
Written Production 
 
Students can … 

a)​ draw simple conclusions 
about people in pictures 
(e.g., ‘he’s happy’), using a 
limited range of formulaic 
expressions. 

 
 
Mediation  
 
Students can … 

a)​ use simple words, phrases 
and sentences to say how a 
work made him/her feel. 

Writing Tasks 
The "What’s in the 
Cupboard?" Inventory 

In the book, the tiger eats 
everything. Have students write 
a "Shopping List for Sophie’s 
Mum" to replace what was 
eaten. For a more creative twist, 
ask them to write a "Tiger Menu" 
featuring the weirdest things a 
tiger might want to eat. 

A Letter of Apology 

Ask the students to write a short 
letter from the Tiger to Sophie. 

●​ Prompt: "Dear Sophie, I 
am sorry I ate all the 
buns. Next time I visit, I 
will bring..." 

Drama & Movement 
The Silent Guest 

This is a great exercise in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Individual work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Individual Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Group work 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

b)​ express an idea in simple 
language and ask what 
others think. 

physicality. One student plays 
the Tiger, and others play Sophie 
and her Mum. The "Tiger" must 
move around the room and "eat" 
imaginary items (the fridge, the 
water in the tap, the biscuits) 
using only mime and 
expression—no talking! 

 

Freeze Frames 

Read out a specific line (e.g., 
"And he drank all the milk, and 
all the orange juice..."). On the 
count of three, students must 
freeze in a pose representing 
that moment. This helps with 
reading comprehension and 
identifying key plot points. 

 

Speaking & Listening 
Hot Seat 

Place a chair in the center of the 
circle. One student sits there as 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whole Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whole Class 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

the "Tiger" or "Sophie’s Dad." 
The rest of the class asks them 
questions. 

●​ To the Tiger: "Why were 
you so hungry?" 

●​ To the Dad: "Were you 
cross when you found out 
there was no food left?" 

 

The "What Happens Next?" 
Circle 

The book ends with the tiger 
never coming back. Sit in a circle 
and do a "round-robin" story. 
Each student adds one sentence 
about where the tiger went next. 
Did he go to a pizza parlor? A 
library? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whole Class or  
Group Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Group Work  and 
Creative Play 
The Ultimate Tea Party Picnic 

Split the class into small groups. 
Give each group a large piece of 
sugar paper. Their task is to map 
out the perfect tea party table. 
They can draw the plates, the 
food, and the tiger sitting among 
them. 

Categorizing the Feast 

Give groups a stack of 
flashcards with different foods 
from the book (buns, 
sandwiches, tea, beer, cat food). 
Ask them to sort the food into 
categories: 

●​ Healthy vs. Treats 
●​ Drinks vs. Solids 
●​ Things humans eat vs. 

Things tigers (usually) eat 

 

 
Group Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group or Pair Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Readers’ Theater 

Readers Theater turns the 
classic story of The Tiger Who 
Came to Tea into a group 
activity. Your students don’t need 
to memorize lines but instead, 
they can read from the script 
while imagining the tiger sitting at 
the table. Since they get to 
practice their parts over and 
over, they naturally learn how to 
speak with better accuracy and 
fluency. It helps them get used to 
how English sentences sound 
and makes the story’s 
vocabulary stick in their brains in 
an enjoyable manner. 

Digital Activities  
Digital activities keep students 
moving through Sophie’s mom’s 
kitchen. For example, they get to 
jump into activities specifically 
designed around the book that 
make learning English feel more 

 
 
 
 
Group Work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group Work 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Click here for the 
Readers’ Theater 
script. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://meyda.education.gov.il/files/Pop/0files/english/Yesodi/orthographicpatterstiger.pdf


 

like a game.  
 

Escape Room 
An Escape Room is a digital 
mission where students play 
detective to solve a big mystery 
based on Judith Kerr’s story. 
They will move through a cool 
themed world e.g. Sophie’s 
house, and look for hidden clues 
to unlock the next level. To 
escape, they will need to solve 
riddles and puzzles using the 
specific English words and plot 
points they’ve been learning from 
the book. It’s an exciting way for 
them to practice reading and 
problem-solving while they race 
to finish the game before the 
tiger eats everything! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Group Work 
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