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Rationale
This project is designed for EFL
elementary pupils to enhance their
written production skills through the
exploration and celebration of their
family’s heritage. Crucially, the core
focus is on writing as a developmental
process — prioritizing drafting, reflection
as well as the implementation of peer and
teacher feedback, rather than solely on
the final product.



Inspirational Quotes

“Know from whence you came. If you know whence you came, there are absolutely
no limitations to where you can go." - James Baldwin

 "A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree
without roots." - Marcus Garvey

 “Generations pass like leaves fall from our family tree. Each season new life blossoms
and grows benefiting from the strength and experience of those who went before." 
 -Heidi Swapp

 "The future belongs to those who give the next generation reason for hope." 
 - Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

 "Your past is a part of who you are, but it does not have to be your whole story." 
  - Matshona Dhliwayo



Written Production
A1 Can-Do Descriptors in the English
Curriculum

Overall written production: 

Can write simple isolated phrases
and sentences using level-
appropriate language (vocabulary
and grammar) and spelling that
approximates accurate conventions
based on a developmental
continuum



Written Production
A1 Can-Do Descriptors in the English Curriculum

Written Interaction
Overall written interaction:
Can ask for or pass on personal details in written form
 Correspondence 
● Can write messages and online postings as a series of
very short sentences about hobbies and likes/dislikes,
using level-appropriate language (vocabulary and
grammar) Notes, messages and forms 
● Can leave a simple informative message giving, for
example, where he/she has gone, what time he/she will
be back 
● Can write his/her name, address, age, date of birth,
nationality, numbers etc. where required (e.g.,, on a
registration form)



Written Production
A1 Can-Do Descriptors in the English Curriculum

Online Interaction

● Can post short reactions to
simple online postings using
formulaic expressions and
combinations of simple words
Goal-oriented online
transactions and collaboration

 ● Can fill out sections of a very
simple online purchase or
application, providing basic
personal information (e.g.,
name, e-mail address or
telephone number)



Written Production
A1 Can-Do Descriptors in the English Curriculum

Creative Writing

● Can write about themselves
and fictitious people, where they
live and what they do
 
● Can describe certain
everyday objects (e.g., the
colour of a car, whether it is big
or small)



Written Production
A1 Can-Do Descriptors in the English Curriculum

Mediating a Text

Overall mediation 
• Can convey simple, predictable information of
immediate interest given in short, simple signs and
notices, posters and programs 
Relaying specific information in writing 
● Can list (in English) names, numbers, prices and
very simple information of immediate interest (in
Hebrew / Arabic), especially if the speaker’s
articulation is slow and clear, with some repetition
Expressing a personal response to creative texts
(including literature)
 ● Can use simple words, phrases and sentences to
say how a work made him/her feel  



Why Teach
Writing?

Writing can help pupils express the ways a text
makes them feel.

To write coherently, pupils need to be able to organize
their thoughts.  This  improves organizational and study
skills in all subjects.

Writing expands pupils’ vocabulary which is
essential for all linguistic abilities.

Writing provides opportunities for language
production, interaction and mediation (see can-
do’s on previous slide)

Writing leads to pupils’ awareness and
appreciation of their cultural identities.





How can writing boost social and emotional competencies?

Self-Awareness Emotional
Regulation Empathy

Friendship &
Communication

Skills
Resilience Self-Esteem &

Confidence

Responsible
Decision-Making Problem Solving Respect for

Diversity



What makes writing in English so
challenging?

Technical Challenges
When should I use which tense?
Should I look up the correct spelling
and meaning of every word in a
dictionary?
When should I use a comma /
explanation mark / speech marks?
When should I use capital letters?
What should I do when I know
what I want to say in Hebrew /
Arabic, but not in English?

Content-Related Challenges
What do I want to write about?
What content would interest my
readers?
How should I organise my
thoughts?
Do I know enough about the topic
to be able to write about it?

“Writing is thinking. When we write, we … organize, clarify,
solidify understanding, build relationships, extend our
thinking, and engage.”
Joan Sedita, Keys to Literacy



Notes to Teacher

Acquaint yourself with the
English curriculum’s can-
do’s relating to written
production.  These are

the project’s aims.

Remember that writing is
not only about words and

phrases.  Teach the
correct uses of capital

letters and punctuation.

Pre-teach and have the
pupils practice

vocabulary items from
the Pre AI and AI bands
that are helpful for the

topic of ROOTS.

Model good writing.

Introduce the writing
process to your pupils,

with a focus on the
process rather than the

end product.  

Allocate time in every
lesson for pupils to work

on writing.  

Encourage collaborative
brainstorming and

writing.  Later on, peer
editing is important too.

Constructive feedback
from you at every step

along the way, is
essential.  Without it,

pupils can get lost and
lose their motivation.

Your pupils’ success
begins and ends with
you!  Celebrate their

every tiny success! Your
excitement is contagious!



Teach Relevant and Useful Lexical Items
Vocabulary Bands Pre A1 and A1

to ask for It doesn’t
matter to tell a story to be called

something friendly

at home Let’s go Thank you! to come from grandparents

best lost This is a … a different
country her husband

to come back Once upon a
time …

Who / What is
this? difficult a lesson

Do you have…? the past Yes, please Don’t forget … people

Do you know …? a plan You’re welcome Excuse me! the present

Do you like …? Say it again,
please again favourite to remember

To help show me as well first name to travel

I like / I don’t like ... to take a
picture before to forget a village



Create the Right Environment



Introduction

Teacher introduces the creative writing project to
the class.

What’s the purpose of this writing
project?
Is this a mandatory or voluntary
writing task?
Can we work alone or in pairs or small
groups?
Is there a competitive element?
What would an example look like?
What’s the timeline?
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Scaffold the Experience
with Graphic Organizers
and Mind Maps



Possible Sentence Starters

Once upon a time …

There was a /an …

Last winter …

I want to tell you a story about my …

Take a look at …

I have …

My favourite family story is about …

In this story, there is / are …



Inspiration for Content

Draw a family tree.  How far back
in your family’s history can you
go?
Write a short story that shows how
your family celebrates holidays.
Write a poem about your roots.
What will your great-
grandchildren thank you for?
Make a list.
Write questions for an interview
with your grandmother about her
childhood.  Interview her.  Then
summarize her answers.
Write a thank you note to your
parents,  grandparents or great-
grandparents for coming to live in
this country.



How can we
prevent our pupils
from getting AI to
write for them?



Why Use Class Time for
Writing?

Students can bounce brainstorming ideas off
each other.
Collaborative writing makes writing more fun!
Beginner writers need immediate guidance with
word choice, spelling and formulation of ideas.
Speaking usually gets an immediate response.  
The rate of communication is high.  Writing
generally gets a delayed response.  But if writing is
done in class, it can be a communicative task,
leading to a faster response.
Writing takes a long time as there are so many
aspects of the language that need to come into
play.  At home, children get bored and tend to
get their homework done in the shortest possible
time.
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Texts Worth Writing
a short story

a recipe

an alternative ending 

a poster

a restaurant menu

a diary entry

a comic strip

a poem

a survey

a Whatsapp dialogue

a letter

a note

interview questions

an email

a book or movie review





Students’
Writing

Portfolios



Introduce the portfolio: 
Require each student to purchase a folder, ten dividers
and a lined A4 notepad, and bring it to class. They should
write their names, class and a title e.g. My English Writing
Portfolio on the cover. The portfolio should open from
left to write. Your students can decorate the cover if
they wish. Explain how they will use it throughout the
year and show an example of one. Assure them that their
effort and progress will be acknowledged in your
comments on their report cards at the end of the school
year.

How to Start Writing Portfolios



Set up folders:
Once all the students have brought
the required materials to class and
labeled them, you should explain
the instructions for their first
written assignment. 

How to Start Writing Portfolios



How to Start Writing Portfolios

Guide the process:
Pre-teach vocabulary, explain,
model, brainstorm, outline, draft,
revise, and reflect on steps in the
writing process. 



Support evaluation:
Provide feedback, and teach pure
self-assessments, use checklists
and rubrics.

How to Start Writing Portfolios



Make it a routine:
Schedule regular times for
portfolio writing and reflection.
Keep your students’ folders in the
classroom.

How to Start Writing Portfolios



Celebrate progress: 
Let students select their best
pieces and explain why they're
proud of them.

How to Start Writing Portfolios



      You can find many kinds of  writing
checklists online.  Choose those that are

relevant for the level and assignment topic.  
Choose the language you want the checklist

to be in for your students.

Student’s
Checklist



Sample Teacher’s Assessment Sheet

Assessment Sheet: Criteria Performance Scale: 1-3

1. organization 1   2   3 

2. content 1   2   3 

3. quality of language 1   2   3 

4. mechanics 1   2   3 

5. presentation 1   2   3 



Summative Writing Grading Rubric
Criteria 1 2 3
Organization The beginning, middle and

end are unclear.
Organization is fair
but a little unclear.

There is a clear beginning,
middle and end.

Content The writing does not make
sense and has few details.

The writing mostly
makes sense and has
some details.

The writing makes sense.  
There are many details that
help the reader understand
what is being described.

Quality of
Language
(grammar,
vocabulary and
syntax)

Writing provides little new
information;  errors in
choice of vocabulary,
grammar and syntax
making language difficult to
understand.

Piece is written in a
fairly interesting style
and voice; choice of
vocabulary, grammar
use and syntax are
fair.

Writing is very informative;  
good choice of vocabulary;
pupils shows own personality in
a variety of ways.

Mechanics
The writing is missing
many capital letters and
punctuation marks.

Virtually no spelling
or punctuation errors.

All sentences have capital
letters and punctuation marks in
the right places.

Presentation The work is difficult to read. The work is fairly neat
and  can be read. Work is neat and easy to read.



Acknowledge
 & 

Display
The work of each

and every child - no
matter on what
level - should be

acknowledged and
celebrated by the

teacher.  

Highlights of your pupils’
work should be displayed in
a digital or physical format
e.g. on a classroom wall or
in  the school corridor / on
the school website / in the

school newsletter.





“The future is not pre-written.  Our
past does not determine our
destiny. What matters is how we
respond to what happens to us.”
– Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, z”l



Recommended Reading for Teachers

Reading Rockets on Writing Instruction
Setting up a Writing Environment
A Simple Way to get Elementary Students Writing Every Day
Authentic Writing in the Age of AI
Six Creative Writing Activities for the ESL Classroom

https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/writing
https://www.edutopia.org/article/exploring-writing-preschool
https://www.edutopia.org/article/writing-prompts-elementary-students
https://www.edutopia.org/article/teaching-authentic-writing-age-ai
https://tefluk.com/blog/2021-06-03-6-creative-writing-activities-for-the-esl-classroom


Contact Me

Dr. Nicole Broder

National Elementary Counselor

nicolebroder@gmail.com


