Shavuot

On Shavuot God gave the Israelites the Torah on Mount Sinai (הר סיני). 50 days after leaving Egypt, the Jews heard the Ten Commandments (עשרת הדיברות) which revolutionized (עשו מהפך) the world!
Facts about Shavuot:
1. Shavuot is the only festival (חג) in the Torah that does not have a specific (מדוייק) date written.
2. King David was born and died on Shavuot. Jews read the book of Ruth (מגילת רות), who converted (התגיירה) to Judaism and was an ancestor (אם קדומה) of King David.
3. On Shavuot Jews stay up all night learning the Torah. According to tradition the Israelites didn’t get up early in anticipation (ציפייה) of the great event about to take place, so Jews want to make up (לפצות) for it.
4. Shavuot is the only Jewish holiday with a dairy (חלבי) menu. There are several reasons for this. One of which is that when the Jewish people received the Torah at Mount Sinai they also received special instructions (הוראות) on how to prepare meat for eating. Until then, the Jews had not followed these laws (חוקים), thus, all their meat, including their pots (סירים) were now considered (נחשבו) not kosher. So the only alternative was to eat dairy.
5. The counting of the Omer (ספירת העומר) begins on the second day of Passover and continues for 49 days ending on Shavuot. In the days of the Temple (בית המקדש) an Omer of barley (שעורה) was cut down and brought to the temple as an offering (מנחה).

How do you celebrate Shavuot? What does it mean to you?
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