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Despite the increasing popularity of inclusion reforms,
their impact remains unclear. Whereas advocates point to many
potential benefits of including students with disabilities (e.g.,
Stainback, Stainback, & Ayers, 1996), researchers have docu-
mented that seneral education teachers do not traditionallv pro-

Yualcly Preparcd 10 SUCCCSSIULY HNPICHICHL HICIUSION \SCC
Scruggs & Mastropieri, 1996, for a review of this literature).
However, an assumption upon which this body of research is
based. that teachers” attitudes toward the concept of inclusion
correspond with effective inclusive instruction and outcomes,
has not been empirically confirmed. It is possible that some
teachers who support the idea of inclusion do not engage in
instructional interactions that engender desired outcomes for
their included students. Alternatively, it is plausible that a num-
ber of teachers who are philosophically opposed to inclusion
are very effective at it.

Before the advent of inclusive reforms, Silberman’s (1969)
analysis of teachers’ descriptions of their pupils identified
four attitudes held by educators toward their students: attach-
ment, concern, indifference, and rejection. A series of obser-
vational studies established that teacher—student interactions
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