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3 Bold Ideas

1. Child-Friendly Neighbourhoods
2. Rethinking Playgrounds
3. Risk Benefit Assessment











1. Child-Friendly Neighbourhoods





Vauban, Freiburg, Germany









The Ultimate Child-Friendly 
Neighbourhood?



2. Rethinking Playgrounds

Plaza Nueva, Bilbao



• Children’s reservations or 
intergenerational places?

• Age-segregated or flexible & 
inclusive?

• Flat or landscaped?
• Artificial or natural?
• Prescriptive or open-ended?



Radnor Street Gardens, London EC1



Tumbling Bay Playground, Olympic Park, London







Meghan Talarowski, Studio Ludo



3. Risk Benefit Assessment

Forest School session, Bayonne Nursery School, London
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UK Playground accident trends



Helle Nebelong

I am convinced that standardised 
playgrounds are dangerous, just in 
another way. When the distance 
between all the rungs in a climbing 
net or a ladder is exactly the same, 
the child has no need to 
concentrate on where he puts his 
feet. This lesson cannot be carried 
over to all the knobbly and 
asymmetrical forms , with which 
one is confronted throughout life.

Side-effects?







The Identified Flying Object (aka the Birdcage), Kings Cross Central, London





We need to 
distinguish 
between a 
learning injury 
and a 
catastrophic 
injury.

Adam Bienenstock, Natural Playgrounds



Thompson v District of Saanich (2015)
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