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“Story gives us lived experience in its purest and rawest form. Story gives us the real
context within which a thing needs to be seen to understand it effectively.

Meaning is not necessarily evident in the experience itself, but it becomes much more
so when we tell a story about the experience. Story provides the parts: motifs, plot,
connections, feelings- that make understanding and meaning possible. Story is a valuable
and essential, form of knowing, a system of meaning making to learn what is unique to
some and universal to others and how both are part of dynamic, interacting whole”
(Atkinson).*
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