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Executive summary

It is estimated that Invasive Alien Species (IAS) cause global economic damage totaling US $1.4 trillion. IAS
threaten food and water supplies, public health, tourism and have the ability to penetrate national borders and
damage Israel’s unique biological diversity and native ecosystems. Once IAS are established in a new environment
their eradication is almost impossible.

Invasive Alien Species (IAS) are a critical threat to Biodiversity conservation, man made infrastructures and vital
ecosystem services.

In this report we present a few predicted scenarios for IAS introduction to Israel, based on the grim experience of
other countries in the world. In addition, we outline some of the many IAS stories that already took place in Israel.

As past experience has shown, prevention is the only economically feasible option to manage the spread of IAS and
that substantial funds need to be allocated to strengthen. However, despite a considerable effort to protect Israeli
agriculture from pests, Israel does not have an effective system to prevent threats by IAS to a variety of sectors,
including Biodiversity protection.

IAS prevention is a top environmental security issue. The Convention on Biological Diversity highlights IAS as a
major issue that has to be addressed by its members. The OECD also recommends that Israel tackles this threat in
a systemic manner.

Despite sporadic attention on this issue by different governmental authorities, IAS management in Israel has so
far been ineffective. This report makes specific recommendations:

- To prevent the arrival and establishment of IAS by funding a new authority responsible for coordinating and
managing IAS prevention policy, protecting sectors including water, infrastructure and biodiversity.

- To enhance quarantine, inspection and sterilization procedures at border crossings and ports.

-% To reform legislation in order to meet the IAS challenge, including exclusion of IAS from the lists of current
Nature Conservation laws.

-3 To establish a national monitoring system and rapid response team responsible for eradicating new IAS
as early as possible.

- To stop the continuing spread of established IAS inside Israel by new practices and enforcement in the exotic
Pets and Horticulture industries, as well as in Infrastructures and mining sectors.
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