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“Consciously, we teach what we know; unconsciously, we teach who we are”
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N°YIXPN NINNDNA . NPPIXPNRI AT1AY PR

"Any activity that-1 797275 TWOR DM LW

is intended partly or primarily to prepare paid staff
members for improved performance in present or
future roles in the school districts” (Little, 1987,
OECD-i1 m12>Tn 7o) TALIS Y® nInR 171727 .p. 491)
X7 7177 NPNAN NP NVNDN (77N ARNAN DINNA
"Professional development is defined as activities that
develop an individual’s skills, knowledge, expertise
and other characteristics as a teacher” (OECD, 2009)
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The knowledge base of teaching will be defined as
all profession-related insights that are potentially
relevant to the teacher’s activities. These insights
can, for example, pertain to formal theories..., but
can also pertain to information about the knowledge
and beliefs of expert teachers. (Verloop, Van Driel,
& Meijer, 2001, p. 443)
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:(Koivu, 2013, p. 5) 1T12ya
Well-being at work means safe, healthy, and productive
work in a well-led organization by competent workers
and work communities who experience their job as
meaningful and rewarding and see work as an element
that supports their life management.
75NN 02N YW YIXpPN Mo YY 1112nA% YXIn 70 7N
Y0D’PVPIIVOIP ,VIDA YV NPYWR-N’YIXPN NINNDN
NINNDNIN DI NI°¥°2 D°DNIY 0’71111 12V ,IN1N1
-NPYIXPNRT DDA NIYWDRNN 7521 ,7°I0N1 NPYI¥pnR
*PIXPN MIN’D NI7I0IN T DX JM12 77 RN VYR
7T12Y2 NPWIR N1 7Y 7IYn N3N N1P20PDR
.0 Y
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provides coaching and) D°nmIn >7°2 JI1P°X1 1715°0NN
7IN°YY D°K°21 1NN N3N %K - (expert support
0’2732 NPPY’ D2 TPNRNN YR TWRD 7213701 191N 'R W1
.07 YW DPWR

D°71N) DNRYYA 10N PWIR YYD 7172 0 DPINRNI
D°RWI12 D°XP>N 07 .(NIRV?DI’1IRN DA0 "WIR T
0’5NN IR 7RI NV°Y1 N1PIDIVOXR 1N D7PIXPN
NTI2Y YW *DIN’w MmN 11°72 0291010 IR ,0°7110 N¥11pa
.0 Tnonn

-71711 701’ 11D°Y 1IN’ INT0NY N°151MNY AT 1IN
w1 (coacher) *W R IRNY 720 7700 . 7°NR%N
PV NN 07 77,1370 WIDN11 01D YR 0°1D,pInn
JRRNA MYRY HY 1P ARNAN DY 1PXPYDY WX IRT
D°Y°ani 0°0In YY N1T 71077 112 ,N00R N°101N2
7DD °nab

- (offers feedback and reflection) 7°xp>571 21WN
13T M1 0°N°YY NPDHON NPMIY’R NPYIXPN 17Nk
D1°W XA 1wn Haph ,21wn 07Nk 12102 112m
.11V DIY>1 NIIWID T DY AP 0RIDa NYa YY1oa
IR NPININ 12YY AT Y1 0N P on 11N
TIRA 727N 07 N7YY WY1 2IWNT WK 1IN IND
T ATY P YN PR IR L(DTIP AP0 10NY) YUK
IDNNYWAY 112°N2 7Y 1aY DN YY anaT nInv)
IRNNA PPANAIBNNW D .0 TP N7 IR MY’Yoa
DAYYW MIPPIRA DR 1712°077w MY°Yon YW D°0IndR
.O7P NN 2P P THA MNKRNI DY NXI

- (sustained duration) n1>wna% DW»Y N>’
,230n% ,1b% Tt 0> Mipoon MY Y° N1°10n
NIWORNT NMIWTN N1220TI0OKXR YY 7Y Dw»H
NPYIXPN ATNRY > 07IPI0 0IPINT .0YYIDA DIY
115,015 NX IR AYRN D°0INYRI 217 NR NAYVN 1YY’
nrYIXPN 77N MY R YW 7172 NOwnia Nana o
.(PLC - Professional Learning Communities)
N1NY ITNYIY MPPOPIDI DIW?°Y NI N7 D°YITI
7773, MINYPHR NPaY MY’ NIpTopIo D YL
,1210 NINYNWYWAA 7217 OX .JNYNOAY 117 7T PR HHD
,(to engage in learning) 7 7°n5Y NP1INTIN TWORN X1
717107 DRI 72°ONRTIDOIN P FIRIIY 127011 TR
.22 1N°>1 7T nYa)

MW T 71770 NIRINNA PPIXPHI MDA NN
DPWTIN,MPIIW Y95 172 1DWN1 NPIOING NPOVNI
717°1%2 NOYNRNN NM2IYN 0P N1PNTPR 0°I1Y 197DR)
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MIN°D N1°101N - (supports collaboration) NoinPw .3

ANY51 MY ,5nY 0 anIn N1YWOHRNT PYIXPN
0°15N11 0°Wpa M2 DY, 0w N nYa nnys
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AIRTIAT DRI N29N7 DX *21°0 (9IX2 NIwNnn MY ap
0°° 190 "N TWRD 1NN IR 1D N°2,7N°57 NNI1
2PN *PIXPNI MIN’DA N7151N ,’DIN°Y "N P YNIRN
NP71°7D0-N"2 1Y D1T°PA N1 19X N1WA NP 210
7171 YW NV AN°IY 12PN RIAY AR Ra MHYYID Y
W 1M2°WN NX 0°1°XN D°IPINA 17 TWPna .070n
NYRW NR D°YYNI N°YIXPHR NINNoNAY 021 MY np
NT°NY2 1500 MY APY > 13 VIPIY WY 210 T00RN N
?7DD *N1 °21 JIN2 0N

P21Yn AYIYD NIN°YW1A D> TPNIYNA NTIAY MIN°1,ANITH
1T12Y °in Y® NDNIWN 71327 NNDY NINTIN 07INY
TR DTN YW NIAa-RY qmwn an ,n210
.D°TRYN 19K 112Y MPH¥AY NIIYY AR NPIDIVOR
YYD MNP DPTTIYNA YR 21191 11910 IRYA P2
IARY 0IR0 YW nownnn ATnYY 0’01 D°pooNI
77°1% N17101N 7YX 2PIXPN MDY N°13INAN IRYY
,NIRV?DI2°1IRT ID0 °N2 T HY *DIN°Y ]DIRA N1IIDINN
1 TV .D°p°N1 DN ,DOXYY 0270 T2 MY
77°1% N1aon Yw Y Yo 01 7°PY NI1171 0°5717 NMpoon
D0°NIY 0’031 ,D°N1P° T ,0°11W D°INKR NP N°DINY
NOWNNN NMAMYNY 0°777 NN, NMIRITOY N1PUINTIM
NPYIXPN 77N MY ap YV NNiX N 00nn b
DIXPNA 210 YY1 D0 N2 Ina

uses models of effective) 5>y 912705 Y02 winw .
AR YD 1N DTIN’Y N1°I0IN YV 0°YTIN - (practice
TR MYY YW 1112 0 0D 0°poon 00y’
, PP 27PN 092157 25 TIND 0°DYWNI DN .MXOMIN
N1PDYN,D°7T°NYN NITIAY NP PIDIR,TI°Y N1°I0IN
IR DY 7Ipn RN IR IRTY,DNRY 0070 DY
7921 0710 YW 171Y DPNRTPN 01507 MIN°I1 DY
.0°>7nbN 23w°na MD°YY °NTIN

0°31°7 1592 0P T 211 YW *YIXpn Mns n°131nY innT
MY YDA TP DT TWRD D101 DAY A 1nYin °>°5nn Hy
P»OY TP 0PI LD MR TAYY DPWITI DAY YN
moina 777, T11°5Y 0INRN DAY 02w MY 0nd
-)R2AW P07 DR 7029 NIWDRN D7 TNYND NYWOR
VYN PN TPON MIN1 77T Y TNRN 9100 YW N1ana
.PYInn A7°nn npm (hands on investigation)
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N1wAIY NONP NN 17 WINN - (autonomy) FPMINVIR .2
N3N Y NIWDRNN 7AW 77°15 02 0TRAT MYYnH)
autonomous - N’NINVIR [PXVIN) NP1X NPRNDYY
,1X0 717°12 YW AWINNT 1o Inn (motivation
- 19720 71°X2°01N0) N1DNOI 7VHY YW 0’5771 ’I
controlled motivation) (Weinstein, Deci & Ryan,
DPWIRT N1’ 21072 1Y IR IPRNYY N3N .(2011
.0 MmYT Napya no5%1 N1Pnaao mw 1Y Tanab
MY 21NN °YDI°3IR 21912700 TN X7 PRIN0IR
NY WP PRI 1YV PII NPND12°0D YD)
NIDNNWIA *10°1 > T°Y 7R 7PNIN0IR ,771AY2 YWD
Koivu,) 0’311 0P 0’0171 119K PI¥,Mudna nvapa
T1¥°Y 1YY 07N 2P PPINTOIR NWINN M50 (2013
21PN PIAIRT 172D 02N P2 0T IR PN

mY1oni NYINNY Non NN 17 - (competence) MY1on .3
511191 NN N°R°1D7 112720 YY P’owind VDN Y
XY 12°202 Y1Y0Y MY Y a nrya oy TTINNaY ,anx
27p2 MY101 NWINN NID°0 .0°Aw A% P a9 nom
D2 APNWAY MTWY NPYIXPN NINNDNA N1730N1A DN
219N 2270 177 12 YY1,0° 715N Y MYA0nn nwInna
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PX2°0IN7 NN °HY1 ON2°201 D°YAN DPVIRY 1711
ADRY ,71T12Y DIPNY WP .0NXY NXR DTPY DAYY
NIMANKN N1NON YHNRY Y1 OTR 72W 9700 RO
SP1 N0 1°X2°0INT DY N0DIAN RO ,ATIaYa
nnx .(growth-need strength) N*wW X PN 71X
NIYIN NPIN NNAY NNDNAY 1¥712 NRLIANND YR
,7D 0712710 0°>7X Wi (Ryff & Keyes, 1995)
,NIX*I21 79°p2 00, 0°0M° NI>IYN , NPYW R MNNoN
PRTN,AY N, WY 110 DX 077X wnY Tl
YT > ,(2016) 277 1AXR YW 7IpAN *DNNYWR LM
PNYY DIPNIDPRY NX IRV’ ,YRIW 3 101001
SYIXPNRA DINNA DITPA PR

077NN 27'Y - NINY

MIN’DY AXINI DY R ANMIY (PPN DX 1102Y nin Yy
117 222071 YW 021072 IR WD, 07N YW VIXPN
-11°977 1MN°1 0°D YYW 01171077 NYAY JINA NPYKRi
Darling-Hammond, Hyler & Gardner,) i>dn1w1 13101
nYyaw 11°n .N1P2OPOHR PPIXPN MIN°D N1PIdIN (2017
71T12YA NPWPRI AN 22370 NYIAIR 0D YY 0110 pn
9nYW 1202 3% 0N Hw (wellbeing at work)
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niN's niMdINa (wellbeing at work)
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:(Huta & Deci, 2013
oM’ NN 1T TN - (relatedness) MYIXPM PR M3»PY .1
*TPH IR NIDPY .0PINRA DY TN "MYNYN WpY
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NPPVPORM ANDXAN,INIPYAY 11PN RI7PPINPND MIN°D
Y2017 NNRYY N1PY’ N1NIWR *YIXPNR MIN°D 117N Y
D00 YW (Weinstein, Deci & Ryan, 2011) nPnRI0IR:
DAYW N1PDINPW NT°N1A 77V 111,N°131N2 D°DNNWNI
.Di1°1°2 N11237 NPWPRA D°0N° N197PN11 77150 21X°P]
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(wellbeing at work) fT12pa YR AN DR 002’0
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Weinstein,) nMIVIRA 1°¥2°0MNA,NPW R AMPNRYY D00
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TYnn 12y HX (Ball, Thames & Phelps, 2008) 0> 172
NTIPI XN 0°INA YV "NPYWR-N°YIXPN NINNoNT” Yv
B .IXM77 N°0D1D HY NPV Y1 1an7 Van
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Another meaningful and unexpected outcome of
the project was the creative presentations in which
students were free to choose the genre of presentations
that will demonstrate their understanding of the story.
One of the pairs decided to create a museum in which
each installation represents a different place that was
mentioned in the story they have read. They created
models of the synagogue, the market, the Beit Midrash
and a typical shtetl house providing short explanations
about the historical importance of each place next
to each model. The museum made an unforgettable
impression on the other students and was accompanied
by a presentation in which the students taught the class
about the different places and asked them to choose
the most important place in their opinion and explain
why it has been chosen. This exercise revealed cultural
and religious differences between the students: some
chose the synagogue as the most important place
claiming that it represents the spirit of the community
whilethe others chose the market stating that thisisthe
real, material and essentially important place in which
the community meets and sustains itself spiritualy.
The discussion was fascinating and allowed us to see
how when students are given the freedom to choose
and experiment, they can really learn and connect to
the literary piece. Following the bibliography are the
pictures of the students' museum.

Summary

It seems that personal reflection and associative
thinking about literary texts can go hand in hand
with professional, critical analysis. When we focus
mainly literary criticism and disregard our students
personal associations and responses to literature, we
miss the main purpose of teaching literature, which is
to enrich our students' personalities as future teachers
and human beings. When we limit the freedom of our
students' responses to the texts they read, we restrain
them from developing their identities by freely
expressing their insights in relation to the texts they
read. Personal writing and reflection allows to create
the bridge between the story and the readers' personal
experiences thus teaching the students to engage in a
productive dialogue with the text. B
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two groups of five students that had to compete for
the first prize of reaching "The City Upon a Hill"6
by completing such activities as assembling a puzzle,
answering questions, and completing a cloze exercise
related to the main theme of the lesson. The picture on
the right demonstrates the game as it was presented to
the class. The students were extremely excited about
the game — they were eager to participate and win. As
the pictures on the following page will demonstrate,
the students enjoyed the process and were able to
check their understanding of the historical documents
we have studied through the questions and activities
they came across.

On the right students are assembling a puzzle after
answering a question about the Pilgrims' arrival to
America. After the presentations the students were
asked to reflect on the learning process they went
through while preparing the activity. Then, the students
who participated in the activity also gave feedback on
what they felt and experienced while participating in
the activities.

Previously, when I taught this course through frontal
teaching and power point presentations, some
students were frustrated when asked to analyze the
historical documents and mainly wanted to get to
the second semester when we discussed the Jewish
American stories to which they could usualy relate.
By using games and interactive activities to learn
about the historical documents, students became
passionate about learning new information about the
American history and could easily retrieve it during
the second semester when we have started discussing
the implication of the historical events on the Jewish
immigrant literature.

Students’ Final Products

Following is an example from a student's reflection on
Isaac Bashevis Singer's "The Son from America:"
"When we started reading the story, I could easily
imagine the setting and tried to make comparisons to
my own life, which is entirely different from that of

6 The "City upon a Hill" represents the famous argument for
American exceptionalism from John Winthrop's sermon "A
Model of Christian Charity" which we have previously studied
in class.

the coupl€'s in the story. Initially, I felt pity for the
couple, and thought that they are miserable for moving
to Poland because they were driven away from their
home in Russia. The couple's son succeeded in
America and built a good life for himself while they
were stuck in the village. Once the plot developed,
however, I realized how happy and content they were;
they did not want anything material. Samuel, the son,
wanted to give to his parents more than they wanted
to receive. This clarified to me, why my desire to help
my parents-in-law to renovate their house, was not
accepted as I thought it would be a month ago."

This final sentence by the student shows she was able
to interpret the story we have read in class in such a
way that it became relevant for her own life. She drew
some important conclusions about her own values
and behavior from the story, and was able to compare
them to the values of her extended family. She realized
that these values don't always correspond; through the

story, she was able to enrich her understanding of the
world and the people she is interacting with. It seems
that by reading the story, she was able to reinterpret
the experience of rejection from her parents-in-law
which lead to arenewed understanding of what makes

people happy.
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The rationale of the course I am describing in this
paper incorporates the methodology from Amer's
article and addresses additional skills and abilities
students will acquire throughout the course. Following
are the learning objectives of the course:

a. Students will demonstrate and explore the use of
American and Jewish American historical documents,
poems and stories within the EFL classroom by
creating lesson plans and exercises that involve both
cognitive analysis and emotional response to the texts
they have read.

b. Students will create story maps and graphic
organizers of the stories they read throughout the
course, and also practice creating graphic organizers
for simpler storiesthey can useintheir own classrooms.
c. Students will engage in continuous reflection on
their emotional responsesto the storiesthrough reading
journals, creative writing tasks or through any other
genre/medium such as drama, video, visual arts etc.
Students will also reflect on the medium choice and
how it contributed to their understanding of literature.

Previously, when teaching the course, I focused on the
traditional analysis of the socio-cultural background,
the figurative devices and their representation in
the text without dwelling too much on the students
personal reactions to the text. This approach often
prevented the students from identifying with the
characters on the personal level, and they often failed
to see the relevance of the stories we have read to their
own lives. By balancing between the personal and
the formal kinds of analysis I managed to encourage
the students to enjoy the reading process and
engage with the story on both the cognitive and the
emotional levels. I believe that this kind of dialogue
with the text promotes a meaningful and constructive
learning experience in which the students are directly
responsible for the creative process that expresses
thelr interpretation of the text.

Application in the Classroom

The course was conducted in the computers room so
that students had full access to the internet sources
as well as various units and materials of the course
through Moodle thus encouraging self-organized
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learning.® Since , this was a yearly course, the goal
of the first semester was to introduce the students to
the historical documents that influenced the literary
texts that were later discussed during the second
semester. During the first semester a typical lesson
consisted of a short presentation of a historical
document or event and a related research question
about American history. Then, there was a class or
group discussion of the document and finally the part
where students answer the research question after
watching the videos and reading various sources in
pairs. Towards the end of the first semester, students
were asked to come up with their own research
guestions and present them to the class through
engaging activities. By using blended learning
environment* and incorporating multiple videos that
vividly explain® the historical background that my
students have previously perceived as challenging,
I managed to engage the students in the learning
process during which they applied and shared the
knowledge they have gained from the videos and
additional resources | uploaded to our Moodle
website to help them create their own activities and
lessons. | found that blended learning environment
indeed "promotes student-centered learning and
encourages increased student interaction...It gives
students more autonomy to choose their learning
practices (Nuruzzaman, 2016, p.1) which improves
their performance and motivation.

The final lessons of the first semester were both
enjoyable and eventful — students came up with very
interesting ideas for games and activities that made
all the other students learn more effectively. One of
the pairs created a quest about the Pilgrims' journey
to America. The picture on the right demonstrates the
game the students created. They divided the class into

3 Iwas inspired by Sugata Mitra's‘ Hole-in-the-Wall' experiments
which demonstrated the effectiveness of self-organized learning
in disadvantaged communities of India (Mitra 2010). Also,
see Dangwal, R. & Kapur, P. (2008).

4 "Blended learning designatestherange of possibilities presented
by combining Internet and digital media with established
classroom forms that require the physical co-presence of
teacher and students" (Friesen, 2012, p.1)

5 Inmy course I have used TED ED videos, interviews, lectures
by other academics, documentaries and virtual online tours
in museums.
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Amer (2003) argues for integrating literature in the
English curriculum and discusses two methods of
teaching English Literature in EFL/ESL? classrooms
to promote thinking skills, emotional intelligence,
intercultural awareness and academic literacy. He
focuses on two methodologically different, yet
theoretically complementary approaches to teaching
literature: The Story Grammar Approach (SGA) and
the Reader Response Approach (RRA). The SGA
states that "readers should be consciously aware
of the text structure" (Amer, 2003, p. 63). It views
reading comprehension is an interactive process or a
transaction of ideas between the readers and the text:
"thereader interactswith thetext and rel atesideasfrom
the text to prior experiences to construct meaning”
(Amer, 2003, p.63). Similarly, the RRA "is based on
Constructivism" as it views the reading process as
a reflective and creative process in which meaning
is self-constructed (Amer, 2003, p.68). However,
the main difference between the two approaches is
that while in SGA the reader is expected to focus on
organizing the story maps that include the setting,
characters, problems, major plot developments and
resolution, thus focusing on the logical analysis of
the story, in RRA the readers are expected to focus
on their emotional responses to the story. The main
concern in RRA is not "what they understand” but
"how they feel" (Amer, 2003, p.68). Thus, the teacher
must accept multiple interpretations and encourage
multiple ways of self-expression through reading logs,
response journals, writing prompts, critical questioning
and writing, self-questioning, letter writing and so on.
Finally, Amer suggests that the two methods should
not be seen in opposition to each other because each
approach addresses a different type of response to
the text. While the SGA can be used with beginners
and intermediate learners whose linguistic ability to
express themselves is limited, the RRA should be
used with advanced learners who can analyze not only

2 EFL isEnglish as Foreign Language while ESL isEnglish as
Second Language. While in both cases the students are not
native speakers of English, in ESL classrooms students are
usually exposed to English while living in a foreign country
where English isadominant language. The majority of English
classrooms in Israel are EFL classrooms where English is
taught as a foreign language.

the texts themselves, but also their own emotional
responses throughout the reading process.

Learning Objectives and Applied Methods

In order to transform my course, I have chosen to use
the RRA method, yet SGA was used as a preliminary
stage that helped the students understand and analyze
the short story of their choice. In addition, by using
the structured approach of SGA, I have demonstrated
the future teachers how this method allows even
the weaker students to understand the story on the
basic level. In order to understand both methods
students were asked to choose a short story from a
list I provided to them and analyze the setting, plot,
characters, conflicts etc. using the SGA and the RRA
methodologies. First, students designed the story map
by using a graphic organizer. The next step involved
the RRA method in which the students were asked
to represent and reflect on their emotional responses
to the story through one of the methods mentioned
in Amer's article. They could respond by writing
a reading journal, rewriting the plot from another
character's perspective, letter writing, dramatizing,
role play etc. Students were asked to read about the
method they have chosen and reflect not only on their
emotional response to the story, but also on the method
through which they chose to represent it.
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Theoretical Background

Fish argues that "interpreters do not decode poems:
they make them" (Fish, 1980, p.327); thus, poems,
and literature, by extension, become meaningful when
readers interact with them through the interpretive,
literary communities they create. Fish also emphasizes
that interpretive acts are "always shared and public"
(Fish, 1980, p.335) because they always rely on
the interpreters socio-cultural milieus. While our
Israeli students don't necessarily share the socio-
cultural environment of the literary texts we choose
to teach in the classroom, there are some universal,
cross-cultural and cross-generational experiences our
students can relate to. According to the Theory of
Literary Universals there are certain universal, so to
speak, eternal themes that have always appealed to
the human minds. Colm Hogan (2003) isolates two
universal narrative structures: "heroic and romantic
tragicomedy" (Colm Hogan, 2003, p.11). Another
universal Hogan points out is a universal prototype
for happiness. "These structures are not only to be
found across unrelated traditions; they are in fact, the
dominant structures across traditions® (Colm Hogan,
2003, p.11).

The socio-cultural gaps between the students and the
texts can be bridged through a brief introduction of the
historical background which allows the studentsto see
through the differences and find the culturally universal
themes that will alow them to connect the text to their
own experiences. The universally appealing themes of
transformation through immigration and assimilation,
which can be traced from the early American literature
to the contemporary ethnic American writers served
as the basis for my students' identification with the
characters in the stories we have read. Immigration to
America evokes both the heroic and romantic modes
of narration as on the one hand most immigrants
undergo numerous ordeals in order to arrive, and later
assimilate in America, yet, on the other hand, in the
texts we have studied, immigrants often romanticize
America perceiving it as the Promised Land, the land
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of freedom and economic opportunities.' In order to
bridge the cultural gaps between the American texts
and my Israeli students, I asked them to compare the
Pilgrims to the Halutzim or compare and contrast
the American Declaration of Independence with
the Israeli one. By responding to literary texts as a
community of readers and interpreters and expressing
these interpretations creatively both orally and in
writing, my students have developed their language
skills while interacting with their peers in the target
language.

When we encourage our students to talk about their
own experiences as they are reflected in the text, we
invite them to own the literature they read. According
to Beach (1993), "readers may respond to or express
their emotional reaction, to explore difficulties in
understanding, to collaborate or verify their opinions
with others, to build a socia relationship through
sharing responses, or to clarify their attitudes" (Beach,
1993, p.6). All these responses are valid reactions to
the text, so even when students express confusion or
estrangement a teacher could encourage them to find
out what in the text creates this confusion. Reading
a literary text is an opportunity for emotional self-
exploration and reflection that develops the students'
understanding of creative and emotional processes
they are undergoing while reading a text. One of the
most important benefits literature offers to the readers
is the possibility to identify with the characters or
experience the atmosphere conveyed by the text.
It seems that when students shift their focus from
attempting to decipher the intended meaning of the
author and instead focus on the meaning they produce,
the interpretive act becomes much more meaningful
and effective. I entice my students to become reader
centered teachers who will not expect one correct
answer, but rather anticipate various responses while
encouraging the students to relate their personal
experiences and emotions about the text.

1 These themes can be traced from such early 17t" century writers
as William Bradford and John Winthrop up until the 19th and
20th century Jewish immigrants such as Emma Lazarus and
Anzia Yezierska whose poems and stories my students have
read throughout the course. I will not be able to expand of the
complexity of theimmigrant experience here asthe paper deals
mainly with pedagogy rather than American literature per se.
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How | Changed My Jewish
American Literature Course to
Promote Meaningful Learning

Dr. Klarina Priborkin | Lecturer and Head of EAP Unit, Givat Washington College

of Education

his paper summarizes the process I

underwent while participating in Mofet

Institute's biannual course which opened my

mind to alternative and experiential ways of
teaching. My main goal was to find the most effective
and productive ways of teaching Jewish American
Literature to second year college students at Givat
Washington College of Education. I have realized that
students understand a literary work in a meaningful
way when they engage in creative processes of self-
expression which reflect their experience of the
literature they read in class. The traditiona literary
analysis which is usually documented through
academic writing does not appeal to students who are
interested in personal reflection or creative response
to the texts through visual arts, drama and games.
I've realized that the widespread academic demand to
express our students' interpretation of literary works
through the forma language of academic essays
often limits our students' freedom and creativity thus
preventing them from reaching their fullest potential
both as readers and future teachers of literature. By
redefining the goals and changing the methods of the
course, [ have learned to trust my students and be more
attentive to their needs. When students present their
own creative products and teach each other through
close reading and personal interpretation of the texts,
they both practice their teaching skills and feel more
confident to ask their peers for explanations and
clarifications.
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