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What is a dual course of
study?
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Dual courses of study combine a
course of study at a
university with vocational

training, phases of practical
experience in a company or a relevant
practical occupation. They lead either
to just an academic degree or
additionally to another recognised

vocational qualification.
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What are the basic types
of dual courses of study?
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Courses of study that integrate
training

combine the course of study with training in a recognised
skilled occupation

Courses of study that
integrate practical experience

combine the course of study with extended

phases of practical experience in the company
or part-time professional activity
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What are the
characteristics of dual
courses of study?
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Combination of course of study with vocational training or
phases of practical experience

Combination

At least two learning venues (technical

Learning venues university/university/vocational academy and company)

o[- ZLIEE B Switching between university and company

Professional practice and study are harmonised in terms of
organisation and curricula

Integration

University admission and training/internship or
employment contract with a company

University degree (usually Bachelor’s), possibly plus

: P Qualifications
vocational qualification
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What organisational
models exist?
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Block model
There are alternate phases of theory and practice.

Blocks span between 8 and 16 weeks.

University I Company University I Company University

Special form of block model

The vocational training begins around 6-18 months before the course of study
begins.

University Company | University Practical semester

Rotation model

During the semester, the week is divided into practical days in the company and
lectures.
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What are the
advantages of

a dual course of study?
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Direct transfer between theory and practice

High level of subject knowledge,

method expertise and social skills
Excellent chances for a —
permanent position

Possibly two or more qualifications
within 3-5 years: Bachelor’s degree +
vocational qualification + optionally
further certificates or further training
qualifications

Company usually pays
study/semester fees and a
(training) remuneration

berufe.
bilden. Bundesinstitut fir
zukunft. www.bibb.de Berufsbildung



What conditions can be
found in a dual course
of study?
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Very demanding form of study due to
double burden

Very large numbers of applicants and
strict selection procedures

Strong ties to
ohe company

Sometimes contractually regulated
repayment agreements

Transition to Master’s courses
sometimes problematic
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Which vocational
training occupations
can be combined with a

dual course of study 2
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Occupations in courses of study that integrate
training

Number of courses of study that can

Occupation
i be combined with the occupation

Industrial mechanic

Mechatronics fitter

IT specialist (all subjects)

Industrial clerk

Electronics technician (all subjects)
Office manager

Banker

Wholesale and retail trader (all subjects)

IT merchandiser

Technical product designer (mechanical and plant

engineering)

Source: BIBB 2017
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Preparation for a dual
course of study
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Preparation for courses of study that integrate
training

Applications to companies are submitted around
one year before commencing training. With the
signed vocational training contract,

applicants can apply for a place at the university

Source: BIBB 2017
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Time model

Process for combined study

Training
Vocational college
Year 1 blocks during periods
without lectures
Vocational
college Uni
Sem. 7
Company Bachelor
(practical thesis
Com pa ny experience)
Part 1 Part 2 Bachelor’s
examination examination degree
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Cooperation between vocational training and
academic education

rojects,
extra-functional events

0

* Theoretical
knowledge

* Method expertise

* Bachelor’s degree
(after 3.5 years)

* Application expertise

* Company-specific product
and process knowledge

* Social skills

Company

Coordination

Catalogue of
differences

Teaching

!

* Craftsmanship

* Chamber of Industry and
Commerce qualification
(after 2 years)

Vocational

Significant
college

reduction in time
at vocational
college
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www.bibb.de/ausbildungplus

About AusbildungPlus Databases Service

AusbildungPlus

Portal for dual studies and additional qualifications in initial
vocational training

ﬁCONTENT

&

Dual course of study

Search for additional
qualifications

Search for dual course of study Additional qualifications
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Thank you
for listening!

Silvia Hofmann

Research associate
Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training (BIBB)
Division 4.2 — “Innovative Further Education,
Permeability, Pilot Projects”
Robert-Schuman-Platz 3
D-53175 Bonn
Tel.: +49 228 107-2901
hofmann@bibb.de
www.bibb.de
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How many dual courses of
study

are there and how has dual

study developed in recent

years?
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Courses of study, cooperation companies and
students in initial training (2004-2016)

2007*
2008*

2010*
2011*

2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

* Values comprise offers in the area of initial training and further training

Q
q

Number of dual courses of
study
512

545
608
666
687
712
776
929
879
910
1,014
1,505
1,553
1,592

18,168
18,911
22,003
24,246
24,572
26,121
27,900
40,874
40,555
45,630
39,622
41,466
42,951
47,458

Number of cooperating Number of
companies students

40,982
42,467
43,536
43,220
43,991
48,796
50,764
61,195
59,628
64,093
64,358
94,723
95,240

100,739
Source: BIBB 2017
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Distribution of dual courses of study in initial
training by provider and organisational form in

2016

T ST

Technical
universities i
oHBW S
Vocational -
. |
academies 1 state
Universities -14 " private
Other higher
. 19
education
institutions 1 . . 1 . . .
0 200 400 600 800 1.000 1.200
* Values comprise offers in the area of initial training and further training Source: BIBB 2017
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Proportion of dual course students out of the
total number of students in Germany in 2016

Figure 2.2 Form of study by type of higher education institution

in columns (%)

Form of study Total Uni Tech. uni
Classroom course 93 99 82
Part-time course while working 2 1 5

Dual course of study 5 <1 13

DSW/DZHW 21st social survey
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Providers of dual courses of study in initial
training (2016)

4% 2%

w Technical universities
m DHBW

13% M Vocational academies
“ Universities

Others

Source: BIBB 2017
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Distribution of dual formats of study in initial
training (2011-2016)

| | | | | | | |
2016 m

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011
| | | | |

48.9%

11.8%
6%
L sis%
2/|

| |
13.9%

14%

0%

10% 20%

m Course of study integrating training
B Course of study integrating practical experience

Mixed forms

40% 50%

60%

90% 100%

Source: BIBB 2017
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Subjects of dual courses of study in initial
training (2016)

6%

m Engineering
B Economics
12%

B Computer

“ Social affairs, education,
health care, nursing

Miscellaneous

34%
Source: BIBB 2017
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Regional distribution of dual courses of study
in initial training (2016)

Number of dual courses Mecklenburg-Western
of study (initial training) Schleswig- Pomerania
in the AusbildungPlus Holstein 1.9

database

% Proportion of total
number of courses of
study (initial training)
in the AusbildungPlus
database

Q j

Brandenburg

Saxony-Anhalt

North Rhine-Westphalia

ﬁ Saxony

% Thuringia 6,3 %

Rhineland-Palatinate

1
Saarland 1'1.%'

Baden-Wiirttemberg

Source: BIBB 2017
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