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SPEED WORDS – VOCABULARY REVIEW

This game involves very little preparation—enough cards or slips of paper for the entire class—and allows learners to select the words they wish to review. 
Level: All 
Materials: Four or five cards or slips of paper for each student in the class; one chair for each group of four or five students 
Procedure: 
1. Give each learner four or five blank cards or slips of paper. 
2. Tell learners to write on each card one word (or one phrasal verb or expression) they wish to review from the unit they have just studied. It is important that all learners use words from the same unit; it will be easier to guess what the word is if they are all drawing from the same vocabulary list. 
3. While the learners are filling in their cards, the teacher lines up a row of chairs at the front of the room. 
4. The teacher makes teams of five students (Team 1, Team 2, etc.) and assigns a number to each chair (Chair 1 for Team 1, Chair 2 for Team 2, etc.). 
5. Once team numbers are assigned, the teacher asks learners to come to the front of the room and line up in front of their team chair. 
6. The first person in line sits down in the chair and collects his or her team’s cards. That person shuffles the cards and hands them, face down, to the first person on the team standing in the line. 
7. The first person in the line—the explainer—turns over a card and describes the word to the person sitting in the chair—the guesser. The explainer can use words or gestures, if necessary, and as many examples as needed. 
8. The guesser tries to guess the word. 
9. When the guesser has guessed the word correctly, he or she stands up and goes to the back of the line. 
10. The teacher collects from the explainer the card with the word that has been guessed correctly. 
11. The explainer sits down in the chair, becoming the new guesser, and gives the remainder of the cards to the next person in line, who becomes the new explainer. 
12. The new explainer turns over the top card and explains the word to the new guesser, and the process is repeated until all the cards are gone. The first team to guess all the team’s words wins.
