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Castle in Spain [=French. chateau en Espagne] is found 1400-1600, and
occasionally as a Gallicism in modern writers. [As to the French faire des
chateaux en Espagne (found in 13™ c.); since it varied with chateaux en Asie, en
Albanie, it appears that the phrase at bottom meant only to build castles in a
foreign country where one had no standing-ground, Spain being finally taken as
the nearest Moorish country to Christendom, or perhaps with some reference

to the arms of Castile.]*®
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Fig. Faire, batir des chateaux en Espagne: échafauder des projets chimériques,
utopiques. (Loc. créée au temps des Chansons de Geste, dans lesquelles les
chevaliers recevaient en fief des chateaux en Espagne, qu'ils devaient d’abord

attaquer et prendre).”!
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Paris, 1953, p. 727a.
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