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'[...] language [..] is interaction; it is interpersonal activity and has a clear
relationship with society. In this light, language study has to look at the use (function)
of language in context, both its linguistic context (what is uttered before and after a
given piece of discourse) and its social, or situational, context (who is speaking, what
their social roles are, why they have come together to speak)’’
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Firth, John R., Tongues of men/speech. Oxford University Press: London 1964.

Berns, Margie S., Functional Approaches to Language and Language Teaching: Another Look. In
Savignon Sandra & Berns Margie S. (eds.): Initiatives in Communicative Language Teaching. A
Book of Readings. Addison-Wesley: Reading, MA 1984, pp. 3-21.

9 Berns, 1984, p. 5.
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