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Answer Part One or Part Two, according to the material you studied.

Questions
Part One — Leket Mitzvot
(80 points)

If you choose this part, answer five of the questions 1-8 (each question — 16 points).

1.

3.

Mitzva of honoring one's parents [0 7202 nnsn] (O9)
~.  Explain how the mitzva of honoring one's parents leads to gratitude towards God. (6 points)
3. Sefer Hahinuch asks if a son is obliged to spend his own money on performing the mitzva of

honoring his parents or if he should use only his parents' money to honor them. What is the final
halakhic ruling on this question? Give two situations. (6 points)

>, In what case is a woman exempt from the mitzva of honoring her parents? (4 points)

Mitzva of lending money to a poor person [>v2 axnvn msn] (o)

N, Why is the mitzva of lending money to a poor person "np780 NYM MM NN PN 3" ["stronger
and more obligatory than the mitzva of giving tzedaka"]? Give two reasons. (8 points)

3. The mitzva of lending money to a poor person is derived from the verse 7ny nx m>» qua oxr” ["If you
lend money to My people"] (Shemot 22:24).
(1) What difficulty arises from the word "px" at the beginning of this verse?
(2) Explain how the Sages resolve this difficulty.
(8 points)

Not to delay payment of a worker's wage [10w 70w InXY Xow] (59)

N, Explain the reason [w7w] for the mitzva of "95w 90w INN> XOW". (6 points)

3. This mitzva requires an employer to pay his worker on time.
Give two situations in which the employer does not transgress this mitzva even if he does not pay his
worker on time. (6 points)

> Explain in your own words why a person who transgresses this negative commandment is not

subjected to lashes [D>15 XY]. (4 points)

/Continued on page 3/
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4. Mitzva of loving a Jew [Yx3w> nanx amsn] (i)

N.

a.

(1) Why is the mitzva of loving a Jew a "nm1na 57 553" ["an important principle of the
Torah"]?

(2) Give an example of your own (not from Sefer Hahinuch) in which the mitzva of
"3 9v15 nanx" ["You shall love your fellow man as yourself"] could be applied.

(10 points)

Explain the reason [wmw] for the mitzva of "9 9v15 nanx". (6 points)

5. Mitzva of studying Torah [nmn 71050 ansn] (0°n)

N.

The Sages derived the mitzva of studying and teaching Torah from the words "932% pnawn" ["You
shall teach them to your sons"] (Devarim 6:7).
(1) Who are "»", according to the Sages?

(2) What does the word "pnan" mean, according to the Sages?

(7 points)

The Sages said that a person must divide his study time into three parts. What are these three parts?
(4 points)

Why is a woman not obliged to teach her son Torah? (5 points)

6. Reciting the Shema twice a day [y Y53 D»ys ynw X1Ipv] (51)

N.

It is a mitzva to recite the Shema twice a day. At what two times of the day is it a mitzva to recite the

Shema? (4 points)

(1) What should a person say to fulfill the positive Torah commandment [n7ni y] of reciting the
Shema?

(2) What should a person say to fulfill the positive rabbinical commandment [)2971] of reciting
the Shema?

(8 points)

Why are women exempt from the mitzva of reciting the Shema? (4 points)

/Continued on page 4/
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7. Not to deviate from their words [Dipa70 M0Y Xow ] (¥1)

N.  The author of the Sefer Hahinuch wrote:
"NYT 293 THXY TAX D3 Nwyrw X9, 700 121010 DNYT DNN DXNDN 9197 1Y INXR MYL YH120Y 13!

["And it is better to suffer one mistake but have everyone consistently following their good opinion,
rather than each person following their own opinion"]
(1) Explain the words of Sefer Hahinuch.
(2) Based on what Sefer Hahinuch wrote further on, explain what the negative results of "each
person following their own opinion" could be.

(7 points)

3. The Sages rejected Rabbi Eliezer's opinion regarding ">xy Ywymn" [the oven of Akhnai], and God's
response was ")2>mn8" ["My sons have defeated Me"].
The Sefer Hahinuch wrote: "N 72195 NN 1o 1200 — )2 mn8y mxw mm" ["...and God forbid
there is any victory over Him..."]
Based on what Sefer Hahinuch wrote further on, explain what God meant by "My sons have defeated
Me". (5 points)

». Below are five statements about a "~ 3" [a rebellious sage]. Write the numbers of the three

correct statements in your answer booklet. (4 points)

1. A zaken mamre is a sage who is ordained to give halakhic rulings [nx1n% 9a00].

2. The law of zaken mamre applies only if he rules leniently while the sages of the High Court
[5y720 70 2] rule strictly.

3. A zaken mamre is liable [1»n] if he disagrees with the sages of the High Court but does not rule
that others must follow his ruling.

4. A zaken mamre is exempt [109] if he rebels against the High Court outside the Lishkat
Hagazit.

5. A zaken mamre is liable if he disagrees with the High Court regarding an act punishable by

karet [77] if done deliberately and which requires a sin-offering if done in error.

8. Not to destroy [mnwinb Xow] (LapN)

N.  What is the reason [ww] for the mitzva not to destroy fruit trees? In your answer, discuss, too, the
following statement by Sefer Hahinuch:
"DYY5 P27 NN NN YD PTTID N2 - TN DTRY N7a" ["...in the way a person measures, so is he is
measured, in other words, he clings to it forever"]. (7 points)
3. (1) Sefer Hahinuch wrote: "0 nTay 72yd XN »OY YINR — 70N PON ... 7onwnm"
["and one who destroys...in anger — they said he is like an idol-worshipper."].
Explain why the Sages compared a person who destroys something in anger to an
idol-worshipper.
(2) The Gemara tells of several Sages who would throw things down.
Why did these Sages do this? Explain why they did not trangress the prohibition of
"mnwn 2" [not to act destructively] by throwing things down.
(9 points)

/Continued on page 5/
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Answer Part One or Part Two, according to the material you studied.

Part Two - Gemara Masekhet Baba Kama (80 points)

If you choose this part, answer five of the questions 9—18 (each question — 16 points).

9. !"Rabba said: If it dug..."["nINNw X1 7137 IDNR"]

N.

According to the initial understanding [x»nx 7] of the gemara, to what part of the mishna is Rabba
referring? (3 points)
Why does the gemara reject this understanding? In your answer, explain why the gemara cannot be
referring to a solid wall and why it cannot be referring to an unsteady wall. (5 points)
"N 890X 1277 MR oN" ("so Rabba's statement refers to the end of the mishna...")

(1) According to the gemara's conclusion, to what part of the mishna is Rabba referring?

(2) What new law did Rabba learn from the mishna? What is the reason for this law?

(8 points)

10. "If bandits took it out, the bandits are liable" [”p31»N LD - LY MNNIN"]

N.

Y50 9391177 MYI 1D RDMPP MPORT 1P RDOW"

(1) Write the gemara's question in your own words.

(2) According to Rashi explain why the bandits are responsible for the animal.

(3) According to the gemara's answer, what new idea does the mishna present? Give one of the two
possibilities that appear in the gemara.

(9 points)

" yonn nyyn v Ay nton" ["If he handed it over to a shepherd, the shepherd takes his place."]

(1) How does the gemara explain the law in the mishna quoted above?

(2)  "nAYY onY Mmw 811 RT" ["Rava said a guard who handed it over to a guard is liable"]
Explain why the gemara's explanation (which you gave in Sub-Item 1 (1)) does not agree with
this statement by Rava.

(7 points)

/Continued on page 6/
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11. Explanation of the verse "When a fire spreads" [wx x¥n » pyoon nwi7]

The Tannaim differed in their interpretations of the verse:

"NAYan DX Pyann DOW DOW NTWN IR DNPN IR LTI DIRND DD IR wr KX 3" ["If a fire spreads and finds

thorns, and a stack of grain or standing grain or the field is consumed, the one who ignited the fire shall

surely pay"].
Copy the table below into your answer booklet, and write in it what the Tannaim derived from each word.

The word in the verse What the Sages What R. Yehuda

derived from it derived from it

¥ [thorns]

wT) [stack of grain]

7 [standing grain]
7w [field]

Mmpn X [or the standing grain]

7w N [or the field]

(16 points)

12. Interpretation of the verses relating the story of David and the well in Bet [.ehem
[DNY 17733 DNV N TIT NDD YW DIPIDHT NWIT]

The Gemara brings three different interpretations given by the Amoraim of the verses describing the story

of King David and the well in Bet Lehem. Copy the table below into your answer booklet and complete it

according to two of the three different interpretations given by the Amoraim.

David's question The Bet Lehem Why David refused to
Sanhedrin's halakhic drink the water
answer
Rava, quoting Rav
Nahman
Rav Huna
Rabanan and some say
Rabba Bar Mari
(16 points)

13. "He who ignites the stack of grain" ["w> 730 DX >9700”]

N.

YT DY 12 Y wan IR o 7an" ["He who ignites the stack of grain in which there were vessels, and

they caught fire"]

(1) Explain in your own words the case described above.

(2) Write the halakhic ruling given by each of the Tannaim in the mishna (R. Yehuda and the
Sages), and the reason each of them gave for his opinion.

(8 points)
According to Rav Kahana, the Sages would accept R. Yehuda's view in the case of igniting a fire in
another's field.
(1) Explain why, according to Rashi.
(2) Ravadisagrees with Rav Kahana's view, based on the mishna.
Quote the mishna's words on which Rava's disagreement with Rav Kahana's explanation is

based, and explain Rava's disagreement.
(8 points) /Continued on page 7/
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uestions on "Perek Meruba" [nayn p19]

Answer two of the three items below (each item — 8 points).

14. «~.

Cases in which it is permitted to raise small livestock (np7 nnna) in Eretz Yisrael

The Baraita [xn»21]says:
DY XYY 72521 DY 7D 1N INWN DNHIPY DY DYV XD DTIP XN DNWN DIR IPT 1002 POTIN PR YIMIRY 29 DY R
DY DWW NNINRD IR
["Even though it says that one may not raise small livestock, however one may keep it for thirty days
prior to a pilgrimage festival or the feast for their son, provided they do not leave the last for thirty
days."]
(1) Based on the Baraita, give both cases in which it is permitted to keep small livestock in Eretz
Yisrael, and explain why it is permitted in these cases.
(2) 7oy DY NNINRD DX NNY> XOw T7191” ["provided they do not leave the last for thirty days"].
Explain this phrase in your own words.

Rabbi Yishmael's family [Sxynws >3 5w Xax 12|

DAY PIY 9 DY GRILLPYTIIN PYIN P I2IN 1N 29191 XIAR 722 17 11OYN D70)2W DN vDyan DRy’ >17 IR
SOy 9T PPIAY NN MLP NTY DIPNIAY PHD DYNN
["Rabbi Yishmael said: My father's family were among the wealthy property owners in the upper
Galilee, and for what reason were they destroyed...they would graze in the forests...and even
though there were forests close to their houses, there was a small field and they would take their
flocks on a path through it."]
(1) Explain the phrase: "pwmna pym »nw 1290 mm »ony”.
(2) Explain the problem with Rabbi Yishmael's family's behavior.
Entering a house celebrating a week since the birth of a son [yan waw n°ab np»53]
"120 1w 225 wHor >or 271 Hxmnwy 17" ["Rav and Shmuel and Rav Asi happened to be at house
celebrating a week since the birth of a son"] and the question arose: in what order should they enter
the house?
(1) Why did Shmuel not enter before Rav Asi, why did Rav Asi not enter before Rav, and why did
Rav not enter before Shmuel?
(2) The Amoraim decided that Rav should enter first, followed by Rav Asi, and then finally,
Shmuel. Explain why they decided on this particular order.

/Continued on page 8/
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15.

16.

Beki'ut (for students who studied 6.5 pages of Gemara with Rashi

An eye for an eye — money: as explained by the beit midrash of Rabbi Yishmael

[OxVPW 2319 537 IWIT =" W0 - PY NN PY”]

N, Based on the initial understanding of the gemara, from which word in the verse did the sages of
Rabbi Yishmael's beit midrash learn that "ywn - py nnn py"? Explain how they learned from this word
that the Torah means money. (5 points)

3. The gemara disagrees with this interpretation of Rabbi Yishmael's words, and suggests another
interpretation of his words.

(1) With what word does the gemara's question begin, and with what word does the gemara's
answer to the question begin?

(2) Based on the gemara's answer, explain in your own words how Rabbi Yishmael's beit midrash
learned that an "eye for an eye" means money.

(7 points)

3. The gemara raises the question: Y 5 p78a1 D 1> Iwrd" [Why do we need the words 'if he inflicts a
blemish on a person']. Using your own words, give the gemara's answer to this question.
(4 points)

If infection appeared due to the injury ["75n0 nnnn DN 12 15y”

7.0 nnnn NNy 1219y 9”n” ["The Sages taught: If infection appeared due to the injury... "]

N, Yo xponna". Translate the gemara's question. (5 points)

3. According to Rabba, the dispute between the three opinions in the baraita stems from differences in

their interpretation of the verse "N27 X97) ) may 1" ["...but he should give for his enforced idleness
and provide for his cure."] (Shemot 21, 19).
Copy the table below to your answer booklet, and fill in the missing information according to Rabba's

opinion. (11 points)

Law regarding Reason for the law Law regarding
payment of medical |regarding payment of | payment for enforced

expenses medical expenses idleness
(197) (m3v)
Sages' opinion
[xnp Nn]
Rabbi Yehuda's opinion

Later Sages' opinion

[xIn2 »27]

/Continued on page 9/
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Ivun (for students who studied 5 pages of Gemara with Rashi and in-depth source

17. Using someone's money to save one's own life, taking someone's property with the intention of paying
[D5wH N DY 1930 w157 DVIN 1730 NN NY Dsn]

N. 1720 P2 MY D0 INN 7Y NOYDN RPN DN ¥IN0N NAT NN DRIWT D NYYT DWIT) IR XN 1)
["Rav Huna said: There were stacks of barley belonging to a Jew in which the Philistines were
hiding and he wondered whether one is permitted to save themselves at the expense of another's
money."]

Explain the question posed by King David according to the explanation given by Tosafot. (6 points)

3. Read the following passage written by Harav Haim David Halevi, and answer the questions below.
PINT 2280 ...DTPINY DHDN DTN YW DXADI >T°2 w07 :1ONYT DLDINN DXLAWNI JNORY NI PIN JANIN 12T PN
LOTIDND DYWH DTRIMKN DY I90I INPY D IMN DR ...WHON WO MP 1972w ,.IPTEY 19D w»IaNN AN, TIND

/0219 1NN Y IMT W3 MPd RO

2039 PTP29N 72T IR YNNI JNIMNIT 2N, DY 12 PINND NI Y XOW 19D INPY JNIMNIY P23 MR PITTN
TPOM NN 2 MY DTR DWI9DI D1ND JNYT DY 1YY T3 >3) . POIYNT XN NOX MY 127 >I,D2399 1IN NPNR N

NI DXIDONY (LY Y20 ,09vN ]\’)11’1) MON NI M D MYY? [RYA PR NN NIV NHXR P 12°9N) SPT7°33900
)92 TYIYN 12T 0 PRORTNT DOWY NYT DY KO DX ,2139 12 NOKX, WO IR D381191 1720 IR 911D X1 7N NIova

... DOWH NYT DY ROR NINPY KD DAR W) DN 10D IRWA NI 722 ,w0) Mo

INNAY DT NOONR INTN RY 170 ,w0) m°9 W NDA NN NN 7’73‘['71 ,1910 MDD D2 NNYT o) Mo NN N9
N IR H(RY, 00 RO RAT) D71 1INR 1221w MP9 YW 7PN Nt PR 713N 1w DIw 9P 10 %

J(07 /R O5UN) N 1Y W3 IR Y8 YN HI MNIR 197 :I0RIY NN IW) D1 I1DIRI NV MY IIAN IR D1 D
973N voai1qwo) 23N1D TPRT 712Y,NYYW NINIRD DO IR WD) X I WNIM ITRINTPS \’)PJ'? DTRIMN RIDY YW IR
[20 y2°D 1 95N 29 90 Dwy 7w DN YT DN 290

[...your question appears in the following sentences: " a certain person entrusted some money in my hands...I'm in

severe financial difficulties at the moment, I'm ashamed to ask for tzedaka...it's a matter of pikuah nefesh to me...

Am I permitted to take this person's money in order to save myself? Surely pikuah nefesh overrides the entire

Torah."

I understand that you intend to take the money without ever repaying it and may even deny you received it. There

is no question here: this is absolutely forbidden. How can you even think of stealing the money of someone who

trusted you with his money? Even if you were in mortal danger, you are not allowed to do this. The Tur writes

(Hoshen Mishpat 359): "And even if he is in mortal danger and comes to steal from another person to save his life,

he is forbidden to steal unless intending to repay, as certainly nothing is stronger than pikuah nefesh, therefore he is

allowed to take the money to save his life, but only if he intends to repay the money." And as

for your argument that pikuah nefesh overrides the entire Torah and since you are in mortal danger, why should you

not override the Torah prohibition against theft: how do you know that this friend is not in mortal danger too?! The

Sages said (Bava Kama 119a): "R. Yohanan said: Anyone who steals anything worth a peruta from another is

considered to have taken his life, as it says 'So are the ways of everyone who commits robbery; it will take away

the life of its owner' (Mishlei 1:19). And perhaps when that person comes to ask for the money he entrusted in your
hands and you deny it, you'll be taking away his life, and how can you save your own life at the expense of your
friend's life?]
(1) According to the Tur, on what condition is a person who is in mortal danger permitted to save
himself using another person's money?
(2) Based on Harav Haim David Halevi, explain why it is forbidden to steal even to save a life
[woy mipra].

(10 points)
/Continued on page 10/
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18. Raising small livestock in Eretz Yisrael [SN1w> ¥Ix3 1p7 0nna 5172]

N. Read the following responsum written by Rav Ovadia Yosef, and then answer the question below.

NN DYTIN PR (KD ,01 PD) LAYN JWIN PIY NIV 1IN POOY NN MTIR R”0DW Wy 2Py '3 37170 IND SNORY)
DORIVYINIY MIITND XONDA DDTIN DIAR IND DPPI DINX KW MTYWI MYID DIITY 200 DRIV YINI NPT
WM IPIT MYV T T NN PTN RN LD7IY IWT IR HRILITYIRT HRIYD IITY PIDW I8N PRY RITNRN
T PIYAPTY Y PNYTY :AN) 0T PTI ORIV LLPIRTD NDI YIX 297 1T NN PRINY 2PY DA ... INIY Y IND ORI
NON IMDIRD TN 1270 PR DY ,ORIYWYIRD IPT 7DD DTIZ I NOORD DOIN) PN JWNIY PIY I, RXINND
L IYTN TMATINIXYN DOUIY PRY AYTH NI XIND 20 VTN 1201 9T NOW I 59),w7N AiR2)ARE RS oy
(YYD, 0oWN JWIN — 3 PON N Y NI ,q0Y DT 20)
[Rav Yaakov Shemesh asked me about the ruling of the Shulhan Aruch, Hoshen Mishpat (409:1)
that one must not raise small livestock in Eretz Yisrael because they tend to graze in the fields of others, often
causing damage, but they may be raised in Suriya and deserts of Eretz Yisrael. And nowadays it would seem to
be permitted, since Jews do not own fields in Eretz Yisrael. These are his words. But nowadays, when the Jews
have been blessed and with God's help have settled Eretz Yisrael, what is the law? So I consulted the ruling of
the great Rav Tzvi Pesah Frank...who was asked about this law and wrote: In my opinion, it should be permitted,
since over the course of time, this prohibition became invalid and raising small livestock in Eretz Yisrael was
permitted. It cannot become prohibited again unless a new quorum of suitable rabbinical authority rules as such,

...otherwise it is considered to be a new edict, which we are not allowed to make.]

Explain in your own words Rav Tzvi Pesah Frank's halakhic permission [7n°n] to raise small livestock
in Eretz Yisrael nowadays (quoted by Rav Ovadia Yosef above).
(8 points)

3. Read Rav Shaul Yisraeli's responsum and then answer the question below.
PN NN R I ,5H3 0P IR NOIRD IR 0PN 12 MOLIwIY 735 022191 N3 DY DYMIN PRIIN DRY DIV IR
INIVY MPTNIY MIPN DY IINNY WD 1752 MYINY 3 NNVLY MPN XHX NLIMN DN
DY YINIRY DYL DM 1IDN MY PYIY DI, MPT NN N7 NYNN 2291319971 DWHNY 7T I
D>P5N D91 NY YN IT 2Y GO, VI NN PII T30 PNINN R¥ANY ¥ ,07P 1PN DRINY IWINY RN
T DYDY RXOY NOORD TN 79PN ROW MNIN 10553 1NIDN NNMP ORTHY NTY ¥ )3 DIWNY , 1w Sy DdWN
N2ILY INND NI DHIDM N DY DXTOPN DR DN D) ,)PN) DNILIYWIYHIY NI ,595 NDIX DIY IR PR K270
203 P MPDN PRITT PTIIY ROX,MPND 1025 5 NI X120 DX DX PRI IW»)

(22 12°0 200 Ty PHRIY HINY 2971)

[Obviously, if the injured parties waive it...and are prepared to accept payment if damage is incurred, there is no
prohibition, because it was not an absolute rabbinical edict but an edict for the benefit of a party who is also
authorized to waive the benefit of this edict. Nowadays, the whole country benefits from the raising of small live-
stock, our surrounding borders are closed and there is no option of importing livestock as the Gemara suggests, and
importing from distant countries is very expensive. In addition, it is a source of income for a significant number of
people. Therefore, we may rule that general agreement exists that we do not have to be concerned about the
prohibition against causing damage. In any case, there is no real prohibition here since all whom the edict was
intended to benefit, agree to waive the edict for the good of the country, so we do not have to cancel the edict,

because in fact, it does not exist in this case.]

Explain in your own words the permission given by Rav Shaul Yisraeli to raise small livestock
in Eretz Yisrael nowadays. (8 points)

/Continued on page 11/
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Part Three - Oral Law
(20 points)

Answer two of the questions 19-30 (each question — 10 points).

Mishna
19. Tractate Bikkurim (First Fruits) [0>112°2 noon]
N. (RN ,/XPI9) "0 HY PRY P DY PN YO PRI JOIRY IR
Explain the case described in this quotation. Why does the farmer not bring bikkurim in this case?
(3 points)
3. ("Tmwn /R P9) "R R R0an R ("The convert brings but does not read.")
(1) Explain why a convert does not read the bikkurim declaration.
(2) R.Ovadia Mi'bartenura writes in the name of the Rambam: "X X221 737 RO 1 mwnd oY Pr”.
["The halakha does not follow this mishna: a convert brings and does read"]
Explain the reason for the Rambam's ruling.
(4 points)
».  Explain why bikkurim are brought specifically from "fruit of the mountains" and "dates of the

valleys". (3 points)

20. Tractate Shabbat [naw noon]
. 2N = PWY I3, 01000 W0 PA,MNY WN PIA,TRR DYN P NONNWA P N0 P, NPMN DY M
DY IPYN 27 IR INTJINTR YT )2W00 2w DY Amd 1P JoW, DU DIVN KON NPIMINONY 12N KD DY ¥17 DN

(3 MWN 27 PI9) YORTIN T ,ONRITN YT, MNID NI ORI NYNRWH DY — D173 DUN 0P

N.  "DYInno wn pa,mny avn Pa, NN Dvn 31”7

Explain the underlined terms (one explanation is enough for the third term). (5 points)
3. 7DV DIWN RON NPMN SNIY PN XD DY >17 IR
What is Rabbi Yosei's opinion in his dispute with the Tanna Kamma? (2 points)

3. Write in your own words the case and the law that Rabi is describing. (3 points)

/Continued on page 12/
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21. Tractate Sanhedrin [y1700 noon]

N (2AMwn /T Pr9) 79110 1 P2rnnn mInom mxmvn >»7” ["In cases involving ritual impurity and purity

they start from the greatest."]
Explain the law in this quotation. In your answer, explain the underlined words. (2 points)
3. (ow) 71800 P> nnn mwa »7” ["In cases involving capital offenses they start from the side."]
(1) Explain the law in this quotation. In your answer, explain the underlined word.
(2) What is the reason for this law?
(4 points)
3 (1) (ow) MmN »T N7 pIwa Mn” ["All are fit to judge monetary law."]
Who does the mishna include in the word "all", according to R. Ovadia Mi'bartenura?
(2) (ow)”.mway»TNTY PIwd o0 PRy’ ["Not all are fit to judge cases involving capital offenses."]
Who is fit to judge cases involving capital offenses, according to the continuation of the mishna?

(4 points)

Aggada
22. The power to change [mwY m»n]
N, There was a drought in the town where Rabbi Tanhuma lived. The townspeople performed two acts
in order to bring rain. What two acts did they perform? (2 points)
3. The townspeople saw a man giving money to his ex-wife.
(1) How did the townspeople explain the fact that he gave her money, and how did the man explain
it?
(2) As aresult of what the man who had given his ex-wife money said, Rabbi Tanhuma prayed.
What did Rabbi Tanhuma say in his prayer?
(6 points)
».  Explain why the acts that the townspeople performed did not bring rain. (2 points)

/Continued on page 13/
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23. Tzedaka and compassionate acts [Tom npT¥]

N.

Turnus Rufus asked Rabbi Akiva:
(R”Y >, NN X22) “2DDII9N PN NN 2390 XN DY 3R D»MY-K DX” ["If your God loves the poor, why
does He not provide for them?"]
Explain Rabbi Akiva's reply to this question. (2 points)
Turnus Rufus said to Rabbi Akiva: ”...2n0y7 9270 nn? ,Swn % Hwnr” ["I'1] give you a metaphor, what is
this like...? "] and Rabbi Akiva responded with his own metaphor:
POY MPYY,PNORD 722 IWIAN 1A DY DYIY DT WA PN 27017 1270 110 9 ,5UN P DIWNK IRDPY 22712 IR
,0°32 PYIP PRI 212 W PNT KD 99010 ¥RYWI NNPYmM 12N TNR DTX 99N ) Mpwnd Xow1197IRND Kow
7(’R 77 ,00927) 'D2N5 -X 1Y DNN D2’ :°NAT
["Rabbi Akiva said: I shall tell you a parable: What is this like? A human king who was angry with
his son and put him in prison, ordering that no one give him food and drink. But one person went and
gave him food and drink. When the king heard, would he not send him a gift? And we are called
children, as is written: 'You are children to the Lord your God."]
Explain what Rabbi Akiva's parable meant [>wnin]. In your answer, explain who the son is, and what
the prison, food and drink, and gift are. (4 points)
Sometimes people are uncertain whether to give tzedaka to a poor person because they fear that the
person is pretending to be poor. Rabbi Eliezer Papo (Pele Yo'etz) writes:
"1 D729 P D9 KX KI5 111951 MN9> XY D09 DI Y
Rabbi Eliezer Papo's advice can help people with this dilemma. Explain his advice on this issue.

(4 points)

24. Rav and student [1o05m 27]

N.

According to Rabbi Meir, it is preferable to learn Torah from one rav rather than learning from
several rabbanim.

(1) What is the metaphor [>wn] for a person who learns from one rav? What is the metaphor for a

person who learns from several rabbanim?
(2) What advantage does someone who learns from just one rav have, according to this metaphor?
(5 points)
"ATINDN AN NN DY IYINY 12T N 12 PYNY 227 DN PN 237 X" ["And Rabbi Yohanan said in the
name of Rabbi Shimon benYohai: 'Shimush Torah is greater than /immud Torah." ]

(1) Explain Rabbi Yohanan's statement in your own words. How is this idea learned from what

is written about the prophet Elisha ben Shafat?
(2) Based on Rabbi Yitzhak Arame (author of Akedat Yitzhak), explain why shimush Torah is
greater than limmud Torah?

(5 points)

/Continued on page 14/
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Responsa [n"wn ny190n]
Customs of Jewish communities and prayer rites [02>9n1 DD MTY 0]

25.

26.

N.

Do

N.

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Iggerot Moshe) discusses a case in which the prayer rite [non] of a certain

individual is different from that of the beit knesset where he is praying.

(1) According to Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, what should this person do in his personal Amida prayer
[wn5 nYan]?

(2) According to Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, what should this person do in his personal Amida prayer
if he is the shaliah tzibbur [prayer leader], and why?

(3 points)
A new town had residents with different Jewish traditions [m»w m7y].
The residents were in a dilemma regarding their beit knesset: should they all pray together in one

minyan or have separate minyanim according to their traditional prayer rites?

Give one halakhic reason to support each of these opinions. (3 points)
Read the following passage from the Gemara and answer the question below:

127919 IR NI Y2 PN 227 NP HRODNI 12 PYNRY 127 39D RPI1I )12 PN 22T TP, RYIRD MWD DR PT I TPYN”
INDNI 12 PYNIY 127 IR RDPY 3279 WY 020371501 317 DY 1D R1IN 227 T IWN D1Y .NI202 )2 P P XD PYHY

(R”y,25,Mmwn WRI) 71)2>2 P P D

["When the Beth Din sanctified the year in Usha, Rabbi Yohanan ben Broka lead the service in
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel's presence according to Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri's rite. Rabban Shimon
said to him:" This is not what they used to do in Yavne." On the second day, Rabbi Hanina,

Rabbi Yosei Haglili's son, lead the service according to Rabbi Akiva's rite. Rabban Shimon ben

Gamliel said:"This is what they used to do in Yavne."]

Write what Rav Nachum Rabinovitz learned from this passage from the Gemara regarding the

choice of prayer rite in a community, and explain how he learned this from the passage above.

(4 points)

Employers and employees [D>7211w) ppoyn]

According to the Torah: (3,07 ,x37") "51n X9 w71 NX Pwyn X2” ["You shall not oppress your
neighbor, and you shall not steal."]

Regarding the payment of a worker's wages — write two situations in which even the person

who pays his worker transgresses the prohibition against oppression and the prohibition against stealing.

(5 points)

2. YyaW»Y DXNON NPON D127 °NP03 KD TN PIWM 7719V 72 ONN) 72270 YY1 1IN N0 Iwam DXTY1owY 1ow 53"

LLIX ) 1IN N> PID, POV MO ,D”23T) D W) KW PIWN NN, 1HIND TIIO 117270 DAY 291 ... 290 ... IV
(D»n Xonin 172

Explain the case, the ruling and the reason for this ruling in the passage from the Rambam.
(5 points).

/Continued on page 15/



D°9IN,5284 00N V’OWN X2 ,09 YYay o -15 -
Oral LLaw. Summer 2026. No. 5284

27. Personal risk to save an individual and a group [555m 1390 NONNY MIXY ND]

N.

MINRY IR (LOPY 12 PYHY 21T TIN .D¥IIIN MIXYD PO 31 227 N .1IID 7P ,NNDID DNV DX NI *ON »17"

, DI 120N, 205w TINON 29 DY) MDOX 319 IR 1Y 1NN D910 DX D»9Y 907 .MIIMKN D780Y NDINY POX ,AIPRY IR

(>naon,/npao
[” Rabbi Isi was captured by bandits in Sapsufa and was in danger. Rabbi Yonatan said: 'He should be
prepared to die.' Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said:'Either I kill or I will be killed. I will go and try to
save him by force.' He went, appeased the bandits and they freed Rabbi Isi."]

This passage describes the reactions of two Sages to Rabbi Isi's imprisonment.

(1) Some argue that one can prove from this story that a person is obligated to put themselves into
possible danger in order to save their friend from a certain danger. Explain this proof.

(2) According to Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg (Responsa 77zitz Eliezer), write two reasons for rejecting
this proof.

(8 points)

(07,7, MNY) 7w NN DXYPINN DWINND DI INN > DIV Y )7
["Go back to Egypt for all the men who were seeking your life died"] (Numbers 4, 19)
Rabbi Meir Simcha Hacohen of Dvinsk (Meshekh Hokhma) proved from this verse that a person is
not required to put themselves into danger even in order to save the Jewish people.
Explain this proof.
(2 points)

Prayer as an encounter [wy915 7°9n]
28. The Shema prayer [vnw nxnp

N.

In the Mishna in Tractate Brakhot (2, 2), Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha explains the order of reciting

the Shema passages.

(1) According to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha, why is the section "yny" recited before the section

"yiw ox mm”? And why is the "yny bx 170)” section recited before the "mx»” section?

(2) What do we learn from the commandment to recite the Shema twice a day "when you lie down

and when you get up" ["9mp2192502"]?

(5 points)

While reciting the first verse of the Shema:

(1) On what thought [nam>] should a person concentrate from the outset [n>>nn3>] while reciting the
words "wnY-x’n", and on what thought should a person concentrate from the outset while
reciting the words "7nx"n"?

(2) A person who did not fully concentrate on the precise meaning of each word of the first verse

of the Shema — what intention is sufficient to concentrate on in order to fulfill their obligation

retroactively [7ay>7a]?

(5 points)
/Continued on page 16/
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29. The Amida prayer [n7ny n>on]

N.

a.

(1) Why did the Sages establish a fixed text for the Amida prayer instead of allowing everyone to
compose their own prayer?

(2) Among the blessings in the middle of the Amida there are two types of requests. Write what the
two types are and give one blessing as an example for each type.

(5 points)

The Sages allow anyone to add a personal request in the Amida.

(1) Why is it recommended to add personal requests in the Amida?

(2) Name two places in the Amida where personal requests can be added.

(5 points)

30. The Amida prayer — individual prayer and communal prayer [0>290 n%om 700 129N — A7y N2°91N]

N,

Copying or publication without the consent of the

Rabban Gamliel and the Sages disagreed about which prayer is the main one — the individual's prayer
or the communal prayer.

According to each opinion, why is there also a need for a prayer that is not the main prayer?

(4 points)

According to the opinion that the individual's prayer is the main prayer, canceling the prayer leader's
repetition [Y”wn ntn] would be possible today.

Explain why canceling the prayer leader's repetition might be possible, and why nevertheless it is not
canceled today.

(6 points)
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