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Exam type: Bagrut

Exam date: Summer 2026
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Tanakh
For Olim

Instructions

~. Duration of exam: Two and a half hours

2. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam consists of three parts.

Part One — (2x28) — 56 points
Part Two — (I1x28) — 28 points
Part Three — (1x16) — 16 points

Total ~ —100 points

». Material that may be used during the exam:
A complete Hebrew Tanakh, without any commentary
and/or additions.
A Tanakh with a translation.
A Tanakh with maps.
A Hebrew-other language / other language-Hebrew
dictionary.

7. Special instructions:
(1) Do not copy the question, but do write the number
of the question you are answering.
(2) Stay on topic. Pay attention to your handwriting,
spelling, and punctuation.

Note:In quotes from the Tanakh, the name of God is
written "'n".

Write only in the answer booklet. Write "noyo" at the top of
each draft page.

If you write draft material outside the answer booklet,

your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One — Bereishit
(56 points)
Answer two of the questions 1-3 (each question — 28 points).

For each question you choose, answer all the items (Item X — 8 points; Items 2 and » — 10 points each).

1. Read mwx9a, Chapter 1o (16).
N. Read verses x-7 (1-4).
(1) According to verses 8-> (1-3), what was the reason for Sarai's distress, and how could
the action she took relieve this distress? (4 points)
(2) In your opinion, what can we learn about the character of Avram from verses x—7 (1-4)?

Explain your answer. (4 points)

a. Read verse x (1) and verses 7—> (4—10).

These verses describe a crisis in the relationship between Sarai and Hagar.

(1) What aspect of Hagar's behavior caused the crisis in the relationship between her and
Sarai, and how did each of them deal with the crisis? Explain your answer, basing it on
the text. (5 points)

(2) What was the Divine decision regarding the crisis between the two women, and, in your
opinion, could this decision have improved the relationship between them? Explain your

answer, basing it on the text. (5 points)

».  Read verses x0-2> (11-12).
(1) According to verse x> (11), what is the meaning of Yishmael's name [pwn w171], and how
might the name's meaning encourage Hagar? Base your answer on the text.
(5 points)
(2) Yishmael's future qualities, described in verse 2> (12), might reassure Hagar or worry

her. Explain both parts of this statement. Base your answer on the text. (5 points)

/continued on page 3/
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2.

Read mwnaa, Chapter v (29), verses 7-n> (4-35).

N.

Read verses 7-n (4-8).

oy

(2)

According to verses 7-1 (4—6), what did Yaakov want to know in his conversation with the
shepherds, and why did he need this information?

You may consult mwix3a, Chapter 15 (27), verses m—-nn (43-45). (4 points)
According to verses 1—n (7-8), why was Yaakov surprised by the shepherds' behavior, and

what was the reason they gave for behaving this way? (4 points)

Read verses »—n> (13-28).

1)

2)

What is the difference between Lavan's attitude towards Yaakov in verses »—w (13-15)
and his attitude towards Yaakov in verses 10-n5 (22-25)? Explain your answer, basing it
on the text. (5 points)
Explain why, in spite of Lavan's attitude towards Yaakov in verses 10-1> (22-25), Yaakov
agreed to the new condition that Lavan imposed on him regarding Rahel.

You may also consult mwx9a, Chapter 15 (27), verse n> (35). (5 points)

Read verses x5-n> (31-35).

@)

(2)

Explain how Leah's desire to win Yaakov's love is expressed in the meanings of the
names [Dw >wy71] of two of her sons. (6 points)
Which name and meaning shows that Leah is no longer dependent on Yaakov?

Explain your answer, basing it on the text. (4 points)

/continued on page 4/
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3. Read mwna, Chapter 1 (37).
N. Read verses x-7 (1-4).
"DOYH 1727192 KDY INROINIWN” verse T (4).
["And they hated him and they could not speak peacefully with him"]
Yaakov's behavior and Yosef's behavior caused the brothers to hate Yosef.
Bring one example of Yaakov's behavior and one example of Yosef's behavior that caused the

brothers to hate Yosef, and explain each example. (8 points)

1. Read verses n—x> (5-11).
(1) Yosef's sense of superiority is evident in both dreams, but it is greater in the second dream
than in the first.
Bring two examples from the verses that support this claim, and explain each example.
(6 points)
(2) Inyour opinion, does Yaakov's reaction to the second dream express support for Yosef or

support for the brothers? Explain your answer, basing it on the text. (4 points)

».  Readverses v>-13 (19-27).
(1) How is the brothers' cruelty towards Yosef evident in their speech, and how is it evident
in their actions? Explain your answer and base it on the text. (6 points)
(2) In your opinion, was Yehuda's suggestion intended for Yosef's benefit? Explain your

answer, basing it on the text. (4 points)

/continued on page 5/
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Part Two — Shemot
(28 points)

Answer one of the questions 4-5.
For the question you choose, answer all the items (Item x — 8 points; Items 2 and » — 10 points each).
4. Read mmnw, Chapter v (19), verses »—w (3—15).
N. Read verses »—n (3-5).
(1) List and explain two acts of kindness [p>7on] that God performed for the Israelites.
(4 points)
(2) Explain why God listed His acts of kindness before the Revelation at Mount Sinai
[>3»© 90 7yn] began. (4 points)

1. Read verses n-n (5-8).
(1) In the covenant made between the Israelites and God, what was the commitment
undertaken by the Israelites and what was the commitment undertaken by God?
Base your answer on the text. (6 points)
(2) Bring proof from the text that the Israelites accepted the covenant willingly and
not as a result of coercion. Explain your answer. (4 points)

3. (1) Based on verses >—w (10-15), list two actions that the people were commanded to carry
out before the Revelation at Mount Sinai, and explain why they had to perform these
actions. (6 points)

(2) Verses —» (12-13) relate that the people were strictly forbidden to approach the
mountain.
Explain how this prohibition was intended to protect the people. Base your answer
on the text. (4 points)

5. Read mmw, Chapter > (20), verses x—n> (1-18). (Note: The verses may be divided differently in
different editions of the Tanakh.)
N. (1) Give one of the Ten Commandments between man and God [D>mYxY b7x 2], and
explain it. (4 points)
(2) Give two of the Ten Commandments between people [y72nY DX y2]. (4 points)

3. Read verses n—x> (8—11), about the commandment relating to Shabbat, from the words
WTRY Nawn DV Nx 1191” until the words MW7) Nawn Db N N 71212 YY"
Some say that this Commandment includes two commandments: one commandment to work
[nandnn n»»wy] and one commandment to cease working [naxY00 Npoan].

(1) Quote the words that relate to the commandment to work, and explain them.

(4 points)
(2) Explain the reason given in these verses for the commandment to cease working.

(6 points)

3. Read verses yo—r> (15-18), from the words "n%pn nx D>x7 Dy 92)” until the words

"DIND DY WY
(1) What do the people ask of Moshe, and what is the reason for this request? (6 points)
(2) Explain Moshe's reply to the people's request. (4 points)

/continued on page 6/
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Part Three — Elective Topics
(16 points)

Answer one of the questions 6-10.

For the question you choose, answer Item X — required (8 points), and one of the Items 1- (8 points).

The Return to Zion [y naw]
6. Read vy, Chapter > (3).

Answer Item X (required).

N.

Read verses x—) (1-6).

(1) List two actions that the returnees to Zion [y»x»aw] carried out. What was the purpose of
these actions? (5 points)

(2) What was the historical-political event that enabled the returnees to Zion to carry out
these actions, and in what (civil) year did it occur? (3 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».

3.

Read verses x-1 (1-7).
According to these verses, the returnees to Zion were careful to follow practices according to
Jewish law.

Bring three proofs from the verses to support this statement, and explain each of your proofs.

(8 points)
Read verses n—» (8-13).

In these verses, the returnees to Zion express joy at the fulfillment of a dream, but also longing
and sorrow for what has been lost.
(1) Which verse expresses joy at the fulfillment of a dream, and which verse
expresses sorrow at what has been lost? (5 points)
(2) With which of these reactions of the returnees to Zion do you identify?
Explain your answer. (3 points)

Prophet and Prophecy
7. Read mnv, Chapter» (26).

Answer Item X (required).

N.

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».
a.

Read verses x—x> (1-11).

(1) Explain the connection between the content of the prophecy and the location where
Yirmeyahu proclaims the prophecy. (4 points)

(2) Explain why the priests and prophets attack Yirmeyahu following his prophecy.

(4 points)

Read verses x—1 (1-6), and verses 22— (12-15).
(1) Some claim that a prophecy of disaster and fury is intended first and foremost to make
the people mend their ways, and therefore does not necessarily have to come true.
Bring one proof from these verses to support this claim. Explain your answer. (3 points)
(2) Read verses -0 (12-15).
Bring two arguments from these verses that Yirmeyahu uses to try and convince the
people that he is a true prophet, and explain your answer. (5 points)
Read verse o (16), and verses 5—73 (20-24).
(1) What do the people decide regarding Yirmeyahu's fate according to verse o (16), and
what do they decide according to verses 5—75 (20-24)? (4 points)
(2) What makes them change their decision, according to verses 5>—73 (20-24)? (4 points)

/continued on page 7/
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Law and Society
8. Read o»a7, Chapter 5 (20), verses x-3 (1-20).

Answer Item x (required).

N.

Read verses -7 (1-4).
What is the concern expressed in these verses, and how can the words of encouragement in

verse X (1) and verse 7 (4) encourage the people? Explain your answer. (8 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».

a.

Read verses n-v (5-9).

(1) Based on verses n—+ (5-7), explain the reasons for which a person is exempt from going
to fight in a war. (4 points)

(2) Based on verse n (8), a person who is "fearful and fainthearted" [”22%n 97 xp0”] is exempt
from going to fight in a war.
Explain the reason for this exemption, and write what difficulty might arise as a result of

the exemption. (4 points)

Read verses »-3 (10-20).

(1) According to verses >—7 (10-14), explain the gradual nature of the Torah laws of war.
(4 points)

(2) Based on verses v>-3 (19-20), explain how the Torah law reduces the damage that may

result from war. (4 points)

Psalms [Tehillim]
9. Read o'onn, Chapter 7p (104).

Answer Item X (required).

N.

(1) Read verses -1 (14-16).
List two human foods that are mentioned in these verses. (4 points)

(2) Explain what benefit people derive from each of these two foods. (4 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ).

a.

Read verses >—» (10-13) and verse 1o (16).
According to the description in these verses, the different elements in the world complement
each other.

Use two examples from the description of water to support this statement. (8 points)

Read verses v>—13 (19-26).
"Ipipy a0 092 /7 w0 131 M (verse 13 (24))
Give two examples from these verses that demonstrate that the world was created wisely.

(8 points)

/continued on page 8/
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Literature of Wisdom — Thoughts about Life [0>nn by 0591990 — 995100 11990]
10. Read a»x [Iyov], Chapter x (1).

Answer Item X (required).

N. Read verses x—7 (1-4).
What is the idea of reward for merit known as "> 230y p>78” ["the righteous prosper"] and how

do verses x—7 (1-4) express this idea? Explain your answer. (8 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».

3. Read verses -2 (7-12).

(1) What is the disagreement between God and the satan [yown] regarding Iyov's
righteousness? Give two arguments that the satan brings to support his statements.
Explain your answers, basing them on the text. (4 points)

(2) Read verse n (5).
One can argue that Iyov's behavior in verse 0 (5) confirms the satan's statements about
Iyov (which you wrote in Sub-Item(1)). Conversely, one can argue that his behavior does
not confirm the satan's statements.

Explain each argument, and base it on the text. (4 points)

>.  Read verses »-v> (13-19).
(1) The expression "2»x nwa” ["tidings of Iyov"] means "bad news".
Write two expressions that recur in these verses, and explain how each of them intensifies
the severity of the bad news that Iyov received. (4 points)
(2) Read arx, Chapter » (3), verses 1—1 (2-7).

What is Iyov's response to his suffering? Give one example of this response, and explain

it. (4 points)
Good Luck! 1nnbsna
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