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Oral Torah

Home, Education, and Family

Exam for Olim

Instructions
~. Duration of exam: One and a half hours

2. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam has three parts.

Part One — (@4 x16) — 64 points
Part Two
or: —(Bx12) — 36 points
Part Three

Total — 100 points

». Material that may be used during the exam:
Hebrew — other language / other language — Hebrew

dictionary

7. Special instructions: None

Write in the answer booklet only. Write ”nvy»v” at the top of
each draft page. If you use draft paper that is not in the answer

booklet, your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions

Part One (64 points)

Answer four of the questions 1-5 (each question — 16 points).

1. Two are Better than One ["7nxD 2 D»wn W"]

N.

The creation of man and woman is described twice in the book of Bereshit, once in Chapter 1

and once in Chapter 2.

(1) According to Rav Soloveitchik, what does the Torah emphasize in Chapter 1 about the
relationship between a man and a woman, and what does it emphasize in Chapter 2?

(2) List two things that a man and woman should check before getting married, to see if they
are a good match.

(10 points)

(1) According to Rav Tzvi Yehudah Hakohen Kook, in what ways are a man and woman
equal [Dnw]?

(2) According to Rav Tzvi Yehudah Hakohen Kook, in what ways do a man and woman
complement [D»5>wn] each other?

(6 points)

2. Human Inclinations and Creation [07¥ %]

N.

bR

¥3).97 I I — TR DD I T - D0 M L(KRYD R TPYURID) FTRD IO M WY WK DI IR DND-R RDY
(/21279 05mp ;0 N2 PWRIA) Y2TIRGD 20 YID I
[God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good (Bereshit 1:31). 'Behold,
it was good' refers to the good inclination. 'Very' refers to the evil inclination. Is the evil
inclination indeed very good? (Bereshit Raba 9:7; Kohelet Raba 3:3)].
Explain the question in the Midrash, and write the answer the Midrash gives to this question.

(6 points)

Give two reasons why mixed dancing is prohibited. (5 points)
"927 MY 92 IR RO WYTR PInn PN (Devarim 23:15).

(1) According to the Midrash, what sin is considered to be "v27 my"?
(2) Why was this commandment given specifically regarding wartime?

(5 points)

/Continued on page 3/
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3.

Kiddushin and Nissuin [pyxwon pvimp]

N.  During the erussin (kiddushin) period, the bride and bridegroom are called 'noy X' [arussa] and
'Oy X' [aruss]. If the letters are rearranged the two words read 'nmox' and "mox'.
(1) The word "mox' has two conflicting meanings. What are these two meanings?
(2) Explain how each meaning is evident in the lives of the couple during their erussin.
(8 points)
3. (1) In mostJewish communities it is customary for the rabbi to say the blessings for the
erussin [o1prn MH11] rather than the bridegroom. Give two reasons for this custom.
(2) Itis customary for a man to use a ring to consecrate the woman in marriage [ner w7pb].
Give two reasons for this custom.

(8 points)

Obligations between Husband and Wife [nwxy vox paw nymamnn]: Building a Home [m>an n>)3]

N, The Sages imposed certain obligations on a wife towards her husband. Explain why the Sages
imposed these obligations on the wife. (4 points)

3. Explain how a ketuba improves a woman's situation if she becomes divorced or widowed.
(4 points)

5. Rachel and Yaakov are planning to get married. Rachel's family follows the custom of not
eating rice on Pesach, and Yaakov's family does eat rice on Pesach.
What custom should Rachel and Yaakov follow after they get married? Explain two opinions.

(8 points)

Y IR b / 9y
N, IR DN IMNOY TYIMN (DXN2790=) pord”
[The court forces him until he says "I want to"]
(1) This law refers to cases of divorce. Explain this law.
(2) List two situations in which the court forces a man to give his wife a get [bill of divorce].
(10 points)
3. (1) In what circumstances is one required to perform the commandment of yibum [Dy2»] or
halitza [n¥5n]?
(2) What is the practice nowadays in such a case, based on the ruling of the Chief Rabbinate?

(6 points)

/Continued on page 4/
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Answer questions in either Part Two or Part Three, according to the material you studied.

Part Two (36 points)

If you studied Chapters 1-11 of the textbook, answer three of the questions 6-10

(each question — 12 points).

6. Two are Better than One ["7nXn 0 D»Iwn DXL ]

N.

(1981 AN ,HDTIPIR 2790) 7NPTIN NHYNRD 1Y DIPIY IWRI 1P INWRI WIX P2 010 Wpn'"
[A man and his wife will have a good relationship when they have both achieved the quality of
giving (Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Mikhtav Me'Eliyahu)]

According to Rav Eliyahu Dessler, what generates love between husband and wife, and why?

(6 points)

(e, 1 mye) 'Y NAYY ARIIINN KD HINRIY L7127 197190 RON DO X712 KD

[The world was created only for procreation, as it is stated: "He did not create it to be a waste;
He formed it to be inhabited" (Isaiah 45:18)]

(1) What message does the Mishna in Gittin derive from this verse?

(2) What is the underlying goal of this message?

(6 points)

7. Ona [ony myn]

N.

The physical relationship between a man and a woman is delicately [p) pwoa] called mwx »n
[marital relations], rather than y»n>on> [sexual relations]. Explain the difference between the
two Hebrew expressions. (5 points)

According to Rambam, what must a couple be careful about when engaging in marital
relations? Give two examples. (4 points)

Why should outward expressions of affection (like hugging and kissing) between husband and

wife be kept private and not be seen in public? (3 points)

8. Tuma and Tahara [770vL) AxDID]

N.

The Torah laws of purification are different for nidda [n7>] and zava [nat]. However, Rabi
Yehuda HaNasi introduced a regulation [mpn] that reduced these differences. Explain what led
to the introduction of this regulation. (3 points)
Rabbi Zera said that "the daughters of Israel were stringent with themselves" and that they
applied the law of a zava in cases of nidda.
According to the Sages, this stringency [nn] is an example of a halakha pesuka [nipyo9s n35n].
Explain what a nj,o9 1350 is. (3 points)
(1) Explain the expression oywwa o [fenced in with lilies].
(2) The expression pywwa Nno is a metaphor for the laws of nidda. Explain this metaphor.
(6 points)

/Continued on page 5/
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9. Hair Covering [wx1n0)]

NX. (1) What is the biblical obligation [n73n7 y 2vnn] of hair covering for a married woman, and

what is the obligation ruled by the Sages [p>non].

(2) How should a married woman act in her own home regarding hair covering? In your
answer, discuss two situations.

(6 points)

3. The Gemara relates that Kimhit [n°nnp] was particularly careful about covering her hair.

(1) What was Kimbhit particularly careful to do?

(2) What reward did Kimchit say she received for this?

(6 points)

10. Short Questions

Answer two of the items x—> in brief (each item — 6 points).
N.  (2mwn,/npr9,max) ”I013 1 ONN IR XN 12 NI
"Yehuda ben Teima says: 'Be as bold as a leopard."" (Avot, 5:20).
Rav Yisrael Lipshitz (Tiferet Yisrael) asks: "Is it possible that the Sages would tell us to behave
like an animal of prey?"
What answer does he give to this question?
3. Explain what the stage of shidduchin [y»7v] is.

».  Explain what a hefsek tahara [nnv poon] is.

/Continued on page 6/
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Answer questions in Part Two or Part Three, according to the material you studied.

Part Three (36 points)

If you studied Chapters 1-6, 10—14 of the textbook, answer three of the questions 11-15

(each question — 12 points).

11. Two are Better than One ["7nxD 12 D»wn 0" ]

N.

(3P9R0 1NN ,AHDTIMHN 270) “NPTIN NOYND 1N DY IWRI P INYRI LN 12 101 WP

[A man and his wife will have a good relationship when they have both achieved the quality of
giving (Rav Eliyahu Dessler, Mikhtav Me Eliyahu)].

According to Rav Eliyahu Dessler, what generates love between husband and wife, and why?
(6 points)

(e, 10 mye) 'RIY NAYY ARI1INN KD IRV L7127 197190 XON DD X712 XY

[The world was created only for procreation, as it is stated: "He did not create it to be a waste;
He formed it to be inhabited" (Isaiah 45:18)]

(1) What message does the Mishna in Gittin derive from this verse?

(2) What is the underlying goal of this message?

(6 points)

12. Building a Home [n>an n>1]

N.

MNYR IRIND P DTR R DWD” (Bava Metzia 59a)

[A man must always be careful about mistreating his wife]

Explain this sentence, and write why the Sages particularly caution a man regarding his wife?
(6 points)

The importance of domestic harmony [m2 D¥>v] is expressed in the Torah and in the words of
the Sages. Give one example that demonstrates its importance and explain your example.

(6 points)

13. Family Conduct [nnown v ambninn]

N.

a.

Yaakov [wax apy’] wanted to leave Lavan's house and return to Canaan, and he discussed this
with his wives. What can we learn from this discussion about how the relationship between a
man and his wife should be? (6 points)
One halakhic condition that must be met before the the law of the stubborn and rebellious son
[ 7D )3] can be applied is:
79991 1M 12 NYYI IR P INTNY DIPA PIRD MY NN NN R DR

[If his mother was not identical to his father in voice, appearance, and height, he does not
become a stubborn and rebellious son.]
(1) What reason does Rav Samson Rafael Hirsch suggest for this?
(2) What educational guideline does Rav Samson Rafael Hirsch derive from this halachic

condition?

(6 points)

/Continued on page 7/
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14.

15.

Intimacy between Husband and Wife [awXD voXi 13 717p]

N. The physical relationship between husband and wife is delicately [°) pwoa] called meox »n
[marital relations], rather than y»n>on> [sexual relations]. Explain the difference between the
two Hebrew expressions. (5 points)

3. According to Rambam, what must a couple be careful about when engaging in marital
relations. Give two examples. (4 points)

5 Why should outward expressions of affection (like hugging and kissing) between husband and

wife be kept private and not be seen in public? (3 points)

Short Questions

Answer two of the items x-» in brief (each item — 6 points).
N.  (Dmwn,/npr9,mar) 73913 1y OND IIX RPN 2 DT
"Yehuda ben Teima says: 'Be as bold as a leopard."" (Avot, 5:20).
Rav Yisrael Lipshitz (7iferet Yisrael) asks: "Is it possible that the Sages would tell us to behave
like an animal of prey?"
What answer does he give to this question?
3. Explain what the stage of shidduchin [ym71v] is.

».  Explain what a hefsek tahara [nnv poan] is.

Good Luck!

M
All rights reserved by the State of Israel. 'nn b sna
This document may not be copied or disseminated without the SN NPTNY NMHY DI MY
permission of the Ministry of Education. PPN TIYN MYIA KON DDIY W PPNYY PR



