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Solar Energy - Pros and Cons

The article is taken from: https://www.pcmag.com/pics

When considering home energy options, it is important to understand how solar energy works. When sunlight hits
a solar panel, a photovoltaic cell turns that light into direct current (DC) electricity. An inverter then converts it to

alternating current (AC), which is what most devices in your home use.

Advantages of Solar Energy

The more we can capture the benefits of solar energy, the less we will rely on fossil fuels. Adding a solar energy

system to your home allows you to tap into these solar energy advantages:

1. Solar energy is a renewable energy source and reduces carbon emissions.

2. Solar energy can reduce your home's electricity bill.

3. Solar power can get you money back through Solar Renewable Energy Credits.

4 Homes with solar panels installed may improve home value - increase a home's resale value.
5. Solar panels have low maintenance costs - average lifespan of 25 years.

6. Solar energy can generate electricity in any climate.

Disadvantages of Solar Energy

1. The high initial costs of installing panels - The initial cost to buy and install the equipment is not cheap.
2. Solar energy storage is expensive. Batteries are one of the more expensive components of your system.
3. Solar doesn't work for every roof type.

If your roof doesn't face the sun, you won't be able to capture enough solar energy.

4. Solar panels are dependent on sunlight.

It's obvious that solar panels need sunlight to generate electricity. They won't produce electricity at night when you

need it for light, and they can be inefficient during storms and gloomy days.
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Smart Home

The article is taken from

https://www.pcmag.com/picks/the-best-smart-home-devices

These days, there is a smart version of almost every home device you can think of. In general, these products connect
to the internet, so you can control them from your phone through a companion app. Most also work with various

forms of voice control. What follows is a rundown of the best smart devices we've tested for every area of the house.

Some of the most useful connected home gadgets reside in the front yard, starting with outdoor security cameras.
Our top pick overall for monitoring your home from your phone is the TP-Link Tapo C120. This high-resolution,
weather-resistant security camera not only captures motion-triggered video, but also sends free intelligent alerts that

differentiate between people, pets, vehicles, and other motion events.

For those times you want to check whether it's a delivery person or an unwanted solicitor knocking on your door,
a video doorbell will let you see who's there without getting up from the couch. Beyond this convenience, video
doorbells can serve as the first line of defense against property theft, home invasion, and porch pirates. They not only
let you see and speak with the person outside, but they record footage of visitors that approach your door while you're

away or unable to answer.

Another piece of technology you might want on your front door is a smart lock. Arguably the most important part of
a truly connected home, these devices offer both security and convenience, letting you come and go as you please, and
monitor who is entering and leaving your home while you are away. Our current favorite is a dependable and versatile
smart lock that lets you lock and unlock your door with your voice and fingerprint, as well as via keypad, mobile app,

or traditional key.

For the highest level of protection, consider a professionally monitored smart home security system. One of our
top picks, ADT Command, is a hefty investment, but it offers virtually everything you need for maximum protection.

Compared with Vivint, another Editors' Choice winner, ADT is a bit more expensive but offers superior customer

service.

SwitchBee is an innovative advanced and comprehensive smart home system that is quick and easy to install. Its
Smart Home Solution offers a solution for lights, shutters, A/C's, VRF systems, irrigation, presence sensors, smoke
detectors and more. Control of the smart home is done through a simple and user friendly App. It enables automation
through timers, sensors, as well as unique customizable scenarios. Use our decorative touch smart switches that
replace the old outdated switches improving the appearance of your home. This system can be installed quickly,

without the need to rewire your house using basic tools.
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