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Oral Torah

Jewish Law and Basics of Oral Torah — for Olim

Instructions
x.Duration of exam: One and a half hours
2. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam has two parts.
Part One — (4x16) — 64 points
Part Two — (3x12) — 36 points
Total — 100 points

3. Material that may be used during the exam:

A Hebrew—other language / other language—Hebrew

dictionary

7. Special instructions: None

Write in the answer booklet only. Write "noyv” at the top of
each draft page. If you use draft paper outside the answer

booklet, your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One (64 points)

Answer four of the questions 1- 6 (each question — 16 points).

1. Getting Up in the Morning and Prayer [n%om 19132 pnop]

N, (1) 7I'nnmayd]xma nmayd 3,122 7myd [18 m3] xd 121" ["A person should strengthen himself
to rise in the morning like a lion to serve his Creator"| (Shulkhan Arukh).
The Sages compared a person getting up in the morning to a lion. Explain this image.
(2) When a person wakes up from sleep, they thank G-d and say: ”...0» >N 951 9% R 1TN”
["T thank You, living and enduring King..."].
What do we thank G-d for in this prayer?
(5 points)
3. (1) Listtwo purposes of prayer.
(2) Why did the Great Assembly [15y730 noydn >wix] establish a fixed formula of prayer?
List two reasons.
(7 points)

>, Why must one prepare oneself for prayer, and how should one prepare? (4 points)

2. Prayer [n»on]

N. (1)  Which verse in the Shema should we recite with special concentration (kavana)?

(2) To achieve this concentration while reciting this verse, how should we say the verse and

what should we do while saying it?
(4 points)

3. Name the three paragraphs of the Shema, and write what two of them speak about. (7 points)

> Name two extra passages that are added to the Amida on different occasions, and specify on what

occasions these extra passages are added. (5 points)

3. Blessings [ma11]

N. (1) Before eating, we are required to recite a blessing [bracha rishona — n»wxI n3711].
List two blessings made before eating.
(2) For each of the blessings you listed, name one food on which we make this blessing.
(5 points)
3. (1) Efrat wants to eat a cake and drink a coffee. On what should she make a blessing first — on the
cake or on the coffee? Explain your answer.
(2) Avraham wants to eat two fruits that have the same blessing — a fig and a peach.
On which of the fruits should he make the blessing? Explain your answer.
(6 points)
» (1) After eating, we are required to recite a blessing [bracha aharona — n»nx n371].
List two blessings made after eating.
(2) For each of the blessings you listed, name one food after which we make this blessing.

(5 points)

/Continued on page 3/



90N ,5384 DN ,n”owN 4NN 09 Yyay imn -3-

Oral Torah. Winter 2025. No. 5384

4. Shabbat [nav]

N.

(1) List two customs that are observed before kiddush on Friday night [naw %5].

(2)  7my mavd nxay” ["And you shall call the Shabbat a delight"] — it is a mitzva to make Shabbat
enjoyable. How do we fulfill this mitzva?

(5 points)

(1) What is the Haftara?

(2) Why is the Musaf prayer called by this name?

(4 points)

(1) Explain the law of "nmyo mipna xox wipp pr” [literally: "There is no Kiddush except at the
place of a meal"].

(2) When do we eat the Third Meal [seuda shelishit — m>ew5w nTyo] on Shabbat, and what should we
eat at this meal?

(7 points)

5. Festivals — Erev Yom Kippur and Yom Kippur [ 019°90 D1 D199 DY 29y — DIy

N, List two customs or mitzvot observed on Erev Yom Kippur.
(3 points)
3. (1) What special prayer is recited as Yom Kippur begins, and what is the purpose of this prayer?
(2) There are five prayers on Yom Kippur. What is the fifth prayer called, and why is it known by
this name?
(7 points)
5 (1) On Yom Kippur there are five "afflictions" [innuyim — o»py], including the prohibition to
eat and drink.
List two additional afflictions on Yom Kippur.
(2) What custom is observed after Yom Kippur is over [D>19°970 Dy >xym], and why?
(6 points)
6. Festivals — Counting the Omer and Yom Ha'atzmaut [mxnsyin Dy 901v0 N7°90 — D790
N.  We count the omer between Pesach and Shavuot.
(1) When do we begin counting the omer, and why is it called "counting the omer"?
(2) Why are mourning practices customarily observed during the omer period?
(7 points)
3. Daniel did not count the omer in the evening.
(1) If he remembers the following morning, what should he do?
(2) What should he do for the remaining days of the omer period? Discuss two cases in your
answer.
(6 points)
5. The Chief Rabbinate of Israel ruled that several extra passages should be added to the Yom

Ha'atzmaut prayers.
List two such extra passages.

(3 points)

/Continued on page 4/
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Part Two (36 points)

Answer three of the questions 7-11 (each question — 12 points).

7. Basics of Oral Torah [no Svay nn mMo]

N.

(1) The Mishna consists of six orders [nwn »170 nww]. Name two of them, and write what each of

the orders you named is about.
(2) Name another work authored by the Tanna'im, apart from the Mishna.
(7 points)
(1) What is the Talmud about?

(2) What is the Talmud written in Eretz Yisrael called, and why is it known by this name?
(5 points)

8. Shabbat [naw]

N.

Explain what muktze mehamat hisaron kis ["©>3 7700 nnnn n¥pm”] is, and give one example of this

type of muktze. (4 points)

Moshe has a fever on Shabbat.

Is he permitted to take medication to reduce his fever, and why? (3 points)

(1) Ruti has a test on Jewish law on Sunday. Why is she permitted to study for this test on
Shabbat?

(2) Mordechai has a math test on Sunday. Why is he forbidden to study for this test on Shabbat?

(5 points)

9. Festivals — Hannuka and Purim [0 0510 — D>7yn]

N,

(1) How many candles are lit on each day of Hannuka?

(2) Where should the candles be lit, and why?

(7 points)
(1) In commemoration of what miracle do we celebrate Purim?
(2) One of the mitzvot of Purim is mishloah manot [m» m>wn]. To how many people should we

send mishloah manot, and what is the purpose of this mitzva?

(5 points)

10. Laws of Kashrut [maws maon]

N.

a.

List two things that must be checked on a kashrut certificate. (4 points)
Yossi is eating schnitzel for lunch, and his sister Sara is eating cornflakes and milk.

(1) Why is it forbidden for them to eat at the same table?

(2) In what way would they be permitted to eat at the same table?

(5 points)

Rivka ate potatoes cooked in a meaty pot. When will she be able to drink milk? (3 points)

/Continued on page 5/



90N ,5384 DN ,n”owN 4NN 09 Yyay imn -5-
Oral Torah. Winter 2025. No. 5384

11. Interpersonal Relations [Y72n% 07X 1]

N. (1) Explain what rekhilut [m>>7] is.
(2) Explain what lashon hara [y n pwo] is.

(6 points)
3. List two other prohibitions relating to speech. (2 points)
3. What is the mitzva of ma'ake [railing — npyn], and what is its purpose? (4 points)
Good Luck! 1IanYyna
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