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Instructions

N. Duration of exam: one and a half hours

2. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam has three parts.

Part One —([@4x16) — 64 points
Part Two
or: —(Bx12) — 36 points
Part Three

Total — 100 points

). Material that may be used during the exam:
Hebrew-other language / other language-Hebrew

dictionary

7. Special instructions: none

Write in the answer booklet only. Write ”nvyv” at the top of
each draft page. If you use draft paper that is not in the answer
booklet, your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One (64 points)

Answer four of the questions 1-5 (each question — 16 points).

1. "Two are better than one" ["7nxD 2 D»IWH DWV”]

N.

The creation of man and woman is described twice in the book of Bereishit, once in

Chapter 1 and once in Chapter 2.

According to Rav Soloveitchik, what does the Torah emphasize in Chapter 1 about the

relationship between a man and a woman, and what does it emphasize in Chapter 2?

(6 points)

List two things that a man and woman should check before getting married, to see if they

are a good match.

(4 points)

(1) According to Rav Tzvi Yehudah Hakohen Kook, in what way are a man and woman
equal?

(2) According to Rav Tzvi Yehudah Hakohen Kook, in what way do a man and woman

complement each other?
(6 points)

2. Human Inclinations and Creation [07¥ 9%]

N.

bR

Based on the Midrash, explain why the evil inclination [y7n9%°] is a very good thing.
(4 points)

The Gemara tells of an attempt to abolish the sexual instinct [m»yn 9¥°].

(1) What was the result of this attempt?

(2) Explain how this result proves that "the evil inclination is a very good thing".
(6 points)

According to the Rambam, looking at immodest sights [m»y] is a great sin.

(1) Why is it a great sin to look at immodest sights?

(2) Why might one think it is not a sin to look at immodest sights?

(6 points)

/Continued on page 3/
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3.

When Should a Person Get Married [xw»n5 >nn]?

N.

bX

The Sages taught that the correct order of priorities is that first a man should plant a
vineyard and then get married.

Explain why this is the correct order of priorities.

(4 points)

Why are thoughts of transgression [n7ay >mn7n] worse than transgression?

Give two explanations.

(6 points)

(1) Give one reason why it is preferable to get married at a young age.

(2) Give one reason why it is preferable not to get married at a young age.

(6 points)

Kiddushin and Nissuin [yxiwon ppy1p]

N.

a.

bX

In most Jewish communities it is customary for the rabbi to say the blessings

for the erusin [yoyxn m>a72] rather than the bridegroom. Why? Give two reasons.
(5 points)

It is customary to use a ring to 'consecrate' a woman in marriage [N~ wTpv]. Why?
Give two reasons.

(6 points)

List two customs performed at the huppah [non] in remembrance of Yerushalayim.

(5 points)

Obligations in the Parent-Child Relationship [0>79 D> *on>a man|

N.

bX

(1) The Torah commands us to honor our parents [0>nn 72°5]. What other
commandment is a child obliged to perform toward his/her parents?

(2) Give one reason for the commandment to honor one's parents.

(5 points)

(1) How can you educate children to observe Torah and mitzvot? Give one way.

(2) Explain the importance of parents behaving respectfully toward their teenage
children.

(7 points)

A person is obliged to report any suspicion of family violence to the police or welfare

services, and this is not considered lashon hara.

(1) Why is one obliged to report this to the police?

(2) Why is this not a transgression of the prohibition against lashon hara?

(4 points) /Continued on page 4/
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Answer questions in either Part Two or Part Three, according to the material

you studied.

Part Two (36 points)
If you studied Chapters 1-11 of the booklet, answer three of the questions 6-10

(each question — 12 points).

6. Obligations between Man and Wife [nwx) vox pa mmamnn]
N. (1) Explain what a ketubah is.

(2)  "P2IM XY NN YW IPOR INWR DR XY w DTRY 19 NOR" [t is prohibited for a man to
remain living with his wife for even one hour without her having a marriage
contract] (Bava Kama 89a)

What is the reason for this law?

(5 points)

3. (1) At what stage of the huppah ceremony is the ketubah read?

(2) Why is the ketubah read at that particular stage?

(7 points)

7. Building the Home [1>20 n>)3a]

N, IYNUKR 71222 PNT DR R DYDY 129N 27 N” [Rabbi Helbo said: A person must always be

careful with the honor of his wife] (Bava Metzia 59a)
Why must a person be careful with the honor of his wife?
(3 points)

3. Explain how lighting Shabbat candles helps maintain peace in the home [n>2 DWw].
(3 points)

Ao NPT YR INYN DX NBWY NN NIYOINAY 712700 3 ... TWTN DX v N2 »2” [When a man has
newly taken a wife...he shall remain free for his home for one year and delight his wife
whom he has taken] (Devarim 24:5)

What difficulty does Rav Neriah see in this verse and what is his answer to this
difficulty?
(6 points)

/Continued on page 5/
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8.

10.

Onah [nny nnsn]: Hair Covering [wxd »noo0]

N.

a.

(1) In what situation is a man commanded to have intimate relations with his wife (at a
permitted time) even if it is not the time of her onah?

(2) Give one example of a situation in which a couple should not have intimate
relations, even though they are permitted to do so.

(6 points)

(1) Whatis "nwnn7", and what is "1 n7"?

(2) What hair covering is required according to "n7> n7"?
(6 points)

Tumah and Taharah [71nv) ANV

N.

a.

What are the three commandments that women in particular should perform?

(3 points)

What two conditions must be met for immersion in a kosher mikveh to be valid?
(6 points)

What might happen if a couple make their own halachic decisions about intimate
relations, without asking a halachic authority?

(3 points)

Short Questions

Answer two of the items 8- in brief (each item — 6 points).

N.

a.

According to the Halachah, it is forbidden to harass and shame another person.

(1) Why is it forbidden to shame a person?

(2) To what grave transgression did Rabbi Yehuda the Hassid compare the act of
publicly shaming another person?

To what two things must witnesses pay attention at the kiddushin ceremony?

(1) Explain what the prohibition of yihud [1n°] is.

(2) Give one case in which the prohibition of yihud does not apply.

/Continued on page 6/
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Answer questions in either Part Two or Part Three, according to the material you studied.

Part Three (36 points)
If you studied Chapters 1-6 and 10-14 of the booklet, answer three of the questions 11-15
(each question — 12 points).

11. Obligations between Man and Wife hnwxo vx pa mmamnn]
N. (1) Explain what a ketubah is.

(2) 7200 XH2 NINR NYW IR INWR DX XN w DTRY Y MOr” [It is prohibited for a man to
remain living with his wife for even one hour without her having a marriage
contract] (Bava Kama 89a)

What is the reason for this law?

(5 points)

3. (1) At what stage of the huppah ceremony is the ketubah read?

(2) Why is the ketubah read at that particular stage?

(7 points)

12. Building the Home [n>an 03]

N, IDUR 71291 PO DTR K> DY 129N >3 R’ [Rabbi Helbo said: A person must always be

careful with the honor of his wife] (Bava Metzia 59a)
Why must a person be careful with the honor of his wife?
(3 points)

3. Explain how lighting Shabbat candles helps maintain peace in the home [n>a o).
(3 points)

X NPT IYRIPYR DX NHWY DRN NIW MY 02 0R3 .. DYTN NYR ¥R N2 »3” [When a man newly
takes a wife...he shall remain free for his household free for his home for one year and
delight his wife whom he has taken] (Devarim 24:5)

What difficulty does Rav Neriah see in this verse and what is his answer to this
difficulty?
(6 points)

/Continued on page 7/
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13. Family Conduct [anown bw ambninn]
N, What did Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah reply to the Sages when they offered him the position

of Nasi? Why did he give this reply?
(6 points)

3. 790w HIaR WIT 22023 DY NP2 TRy X9 700 XY 17 1Mo )27 [There has never been a
stubborn and rebellious son and there will never be one in the future. And why was it
written? So you may inquire into it and receive reward.] (Sanhedrin 71a)

(1) Explain why "There has never been a stubborn and rebellious son and there will
never be one in the future" ["nvn? Tny 85 70 &Y 1MW 1ML 12”7].

(2) Explain the expression "So you may inquire into it and receive reward"
[79ow Hapy v177”] according to Rav S.R. Hirsch.

(6 points)

14. Onah [nny msn]: Immersion in a Mikveh [mpna n%av]
N. (1) In what situation is a man commanded to have intimate relations with his wife (at a
permitted time) even if it is not the time of her onah?
(2) Give one example of a situation in which a couple should not have intimate
relations, even though they are permitted to do so.
(6 points)
3. What two conditions must be met for immersion in a kosher mikveh to be valid?

(6 points)

15. Short Questions
Answer two of the items 8- in brief (each item — 6 points).
N.  According to the halachah, it is forbidden to harass and shame another person.
(1) Why is it forbidden to shame a person?
(2) To what grave transgression did Rabbi Yehuda the Hassid compare the act of
publicly shaming another person?
3. To what two things must witnesses pay attention at the kiddushin ceremony?
5 (1) Explain what the prohibition of yihud is.
(2) Give one case when the prohibition of yihud does not apply.

Good Luck! ImnYyna
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