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Instructions

~. Duration of exam: Two and a half hours

2. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam consists of three parts.

Part One — (2%x28) — 56 points
Part Two — (1x28) — 28 points
Part Two — (Ix16) — 16 points

Total — 100 points

». Material that may be used during the exam:
A full Hebrew Tanach, without any commentary or
additions.
You may use a translated Tanach.
You may use a Tanach with maps.
You may use a Hebrew-other language / other language-
Hebrew dictionary.

7. Special instructions:
(1) Do not copy the question, but do write the number
of the question you are answering.
(2) Stay on topic. Pay attention to your handwriting,
spelling, and punctuation.

Write only in the answer booklet. Write "noyo" at the top of
each draft page.

If you write draft material outside the answer booklet,

your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One — Bereishit (56 points)

Answer two of the questions 1-3 (each question — 28 points).

For each question you choose, answer all the items (Item x — 8 points; Items 21 and »— 10 points).

1.

Read mwx93, Chapter 375, verses v”>—'N.

N. Read verses 277N,
The word ">»n" [Here I am] appears in verses 'R, 't , and X™.
(1) Explain the dilemma that Avraham is experiencing between "»n" in verse 'x and "»n"
in verse 1. (4 points)
(2) How is Avraham's dilemma resolved in verse 27>, and what message does God's angel
convey to Avraham in this verse? Explain your answer. (4 points)
3. Read verse .
This verse lists the actions that Avraham performed.
(1) Name two of Avraham's actions mentioned in this verse. (4 points)
(2) Explain how these actions performed by Avraham may indicate Avraham's emotional
state and his faith in God. (6 points)
3. Read verses 'n—"1.
(1) What did Yitzhak ask his father, and what emotion that Yitzhak was experiencing does
his question reveal? Explain your answer. (5 points)
(2) Did Yitzhak receive a reply to his question from his father? Explain your answer.
(5 points)
Read mwxaa, Chapter a7n, verses 375—"n.
N. Read verses 7°-"n.
(1) What does Yosef accuse his brothers of? (2 points)
(2) List two arguments presented by the brothers in these verses to contradict Yosef's
accusation, and explain these arguments. . (6 points)
3. Read verses 5-7".
(1) What decision did Yosef make about his brothers at their first meeting, and what did he
decide three days later? (6 points)
(2) How might his declaration ”x7 = o mdxin nx [I fear God]” (verse n”>) explain his change
of mind? (4 points)
».  Now read mwx9a, Chapter 1”5, verses n”2-3"2.

1)

2

What new information is mentioned in the brothers' statement in mwxy2, Chapter 2",
verses 1”5—-K"3, but is not mentioned in the story of the sale of Yosef in nowxa,
Chapter 19, verses n”3-3"3? (6 points)
Bring proof from Chapter 2”n, verse X", that the brothers regretted their actions
towards Yosef, and explain this proof. (4 points)

/continued on page 3/



ONN 1264’00 3"9vN VR 77N -3

Tanach, Summer 2023, No. 1264

3.

Read mwx9a, Chapter 77, verses »>—'N.

N.

3.

De

Read verses »—'~.

(1) Inthese verses Yosef reacts to Yehuda's speech (in mwx9a, Chapter 771, verses 779-n").
What is Yosef's reaction, and what expression emphasizes the intensity of his reaction?
Bring support for your answer and explain the expression used here. (4 points)

(2) What was the brothers' reaction when they realized that the Egyptian speaking to them
was Yosef, and why did they react in this way? (4 points)

Read verses 'n-'7.

Yosef's words of reassurance to his brothers express the outlook that everything happens in
accordance with God's wishes and plans.

Bring two arguments presented by Yosef in these verses that express this outlook, and explain

how these arguments could reassure the brothers.

Read mwx9a, Chapter n”n, verses >—'v, and also mwx9a, Chapter 775 , verses 'n—"7.

(1) Inpwxia, Chapter 773, verses 'n—"7, what did Avraham request of his servant, and what
did Avraham warn his servant against? (4 points)

(2) How does Avraham's warning to his servant highlight the difficulty in Yosef's request
from his brothers in mwxy2, Chapter n”n, verses 'n—"7? Explain your answer.

(6 points)

/continued on page 4/
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Part Two — Shemot (28 points)

Answer one of the questions 4-5.

Answer all of the items in the question you choose (Item X — 8 points; Items 2 and » — 10 points).

4. Read mnvy, Chapter v, verses 'o—'x.

N. Read verses h—'7.

These verses mention things that God did for the People of Israel.

1)
2)

Explain two of the things that God did for the People of Israel. (4 points)
In your opinion, for what purpose are these things mentioned specifically on this

occasion? (4 points)

3. Verses 'v—'x describe the covenant between God and the people.

4y

2)

What does God promise the people, and on what condition will He keep His promise?
Base your answer on the text. (6 points)
Bring proof that the people accepted the covenant of their own free will and without

coercion. Explain your answer. (4 points)

».  Read mnw, Chapter v™, verse 'v, and then mnw, Chapter "5, verses 1"o—1"0.

1)

2)

Based on mnw, Chapter v, verse ', explain the two purposes for which God revealed
Himself to Moshe. (6 points)
Now read mnw, Chapter 5, verses 1"0—1"0.

Bring proof that one of these purposes was achieved, and explain what brought this

about. (4 points)

5. Read mnvy, Chapter 775, verses 1"v—'x and verses n”59-n"s.

N. Read verses v’o-".

In these verses, God agrees to Moshe's request and renews His covenant with the people.

1)

(2)
. D

(2)

Give one commitment that God made to the people in the renewed covenant, and explain
this commitment. (4 points)

Give one commitment that was required of the people, and explain it. (4 points)

Read verse " and verses 'v-'n.

In verse ", God is referred to as ”ym o071 Y” ["merciful and gracious God"]. Explain
how these attributes are expressed in Moshe's appeal. (4 points)
Now read mmnw, Chapter 2”5, verses 7-'0.

Explain how these divine attributes are expressed in these verses. (6 points)

».  Read mnw, Chapter 77, verses n”9—n"3.

1)

(2)

These verses present Moshe as a superhuman being.

Bring two proofs to support this statement, and explain each proof. (6 points)
Bring proof that, despite his elevated status, Moshe accepts God's authority.

Explain your proof. (4 points)

/continued on page 5/



P2IN, 1264’00 2OVN YR 77N

-5-

Tanach, Summer 2023, No. 1264

Part Three — Chosen Topics (16 points)

Answer one of the questions 610 (each question — 16 points).

For the question you choose, answer Item x, which is required (8 points), and either Item 2

or Item » (8 points).

The Return to Zion (y»8 na’w)

6.

Read xvty, Chapter ’».

Answer Item X (required).

N. Read verses »—'x and also verses 'n—"1.
These passages describe actions connected with the building of the Second Temple
[awn wrpnn n0a].
(1) Give one action that the returnees to Zion carried out in verses ’>—'x and one action they
carried out in verses 'n—" that were connected with the building of the Second Temple.
(4 points)
(2) Explain the purpose of these actions. (4 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ).

3. Read verses "—"7.
(1) Bring proof that, despite the exile to Bavel, the returnees to Zion managed to maintain
their identity. Explain your answer. (4 points)
(2) Now read mwx1a, Chapter X”n, verses n”"n-v"7.
When Yosef went down to Egypt and became viceroy, did he manage to maintain his

identity in Egypt? Explain, and base your answer on the text. (4 points)

3. Verses y»—x” describe the different reactions of the people during the dedication of the Second

Temple.

(1) Who were the two groups who reacted differently during the dedication of the Second
Temple? (2 points)

(2) Describe the difference between the reactions of each group, and explain the reason

why their reactions were different. (6 points)

/continued on page 6/
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Prophet and Prophecy

7. Read mn9, Chapter x5, verses n75-.
Answer [tem X (required).
N. (1) Read verse’>. What are the People of Israel promised after they return from exile?
Explain your answer. (4 points)
(2) What promise is made to the next generation in verses v”>—n"3, and how is it supposed to
comfort the people? Explain your answer. (4 points)
Answer either Item 2 or Item .
3. Verses »”5>—% describe a new covenant [n>72] that God will make with His people.
(1) List two differences between the previous covenant and this new covenant, and explain
each difference. Bring support for your answer. (4 points)
(2) Bring proof from verse 27 that the people do not have free choice regarding the new
covenant. Explain your answer. (4 points)
3. Read verses n”5—1"5.
(1) What does God promise in verse n”>? (4 points)
(2) Explain how the promise in verse 0”7 is related to the laws of nature and the content of
verse 7”9. (4 points)
Law and Society
8. Read p»v37, Chapter 775, verses 275—".

Answer [tem X (required).

x. (1)

(2

What does the Lawgiver [ppnnn] require of the lender in verse x> and what does the
Lawgiver require of the lender in verse »">? (4 points)
For what purpose is the name of God mentioned in verse »>? Explain and bring support

for your answer. (4 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ).

2. Read verses yo—".

ey

(2

Whom is the Lawgiver addressing in these verses, and what is His demand in verse v'0?
Explain your answer. (4 points)
What is the social-moral reason for this law, and what is the religious reason?

Base your answer on the text. (4 points)

». Read verses 175-0".

1)

How does the Lawgiver take care of the poor in these verses? Give one example to

support your answer, and explain this example. (4 points)

(2) Explain one purpose in mentioning the people's slavery in Egypt in verse 275.

(4 points)

/continued on page 7/
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Tehillim [Psalms]
9. Read o’onn, Chapter Yp.
Answer Item X (required).
NX. Read verses '2—'x and 'n—71.
(1) Verses '2—'~ refer to the poet's distress. What is this distress, and how does he deal
with it? Explain and base your answer on the text. (4 points)
(2) Based on verses 'n—1, explain how the poet's distress is relieved. Base your answer

on the text. (4 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».

3. (1) According to verse 7, what attribute [5n] of God can help a person who is experiencing
trouble and distress? Base your answer on the text. (4 points)
(2) Based on verses "7—, explain how this attribute can bring a believer closer to God.
(4 points)
5.  Read verses ’» and .
(1) What question does the poet ask God in verse ’», and what message does he convey
with this question? (4 points)
(2) To whom does the poet compare himself in verse 7, and why? Explain your answer.

(4 points)

/continued on page 8/
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Literature of Wisdom — Thoughts about Life [0 Yy £291090 — 115100 M990
10. Read a3rx, Chapter /.

Answer Item X (required).

N. Read verses 'n—'x.
(1) Give two examples to support the claim that the image of Iyov portrayed in verses "7—'N
is clearly exaggerated. (4 points)
(2) Bring support from verse 'n for the claim that Iyov was righteous because he was afraid
of God. (4 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item .
3. (1) Read arx, Chapter 'x, verses X»—'v, and also 2avx, Chapter '3, verses 'n-"7.
In Chapter 'x, what does Satan claim is the real reason for Iyov's righteousness?
In Chapter 2, what does Satan claim is the real reason? Explain your answers and base
them on the text. (4 points)
(2) Read arx, Chapter 'x, verses 2”»—~">, and also 2»x, Chapter "3, verses 'n-"n.
In your opinion, which was the more difficult test to which God and Satan subjected

Iyov? Bring support for your answer and base it on the text. (4 points)

3. Read verses x"5-»".
(1) Give two examples from these verses that show that God was involved in the disasters
that Iyov experienced, and explain each example. (4 points)
(2) Read verse n">.

Explain how Iyov's words in verse 8”5 demonstrate his absolute faith in God.

(4 points)
Good Luck!
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