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Oral Torah

Home, Education and Family
— Exam for Olim

Instructions for examinees

~. Duration of exam: One and a half hours

1. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam has three parts.

Part One — (4 x16) — 64 points

Part Two

or: — (3x12) — 36 points

Part Three _
Total ~ — 100 points

>. Material that may be used during the exam:
Hebrew-other language / other language-

Hebrew dictionary

7. Special instructions: none

Write in the answer booklet only. Write ”nvy»v” at the top of each draft
page. If you use draft paper outside the answer booklet, your exam
may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One (64 points)

Answer four of the questions 1-5 (each question — 16 points).

1.

Human Inclinations and Creation [073) 98]

N.

(1) Rabbi Yosef Zvi Rimon writes:
927 YV ... TOON 22 YOW I LLDIRIND KDY 1O XD WP 12 Y 720 1I9 — MINN DOWI DY ... M0 vy
"2 53 wN
["Touching ....other women, apart from being an incorrect and inappropriate way of
connecting...means that something so important...is lost."] (260 ny,n35n5 xay).
What loss is this quotation referring to? (6 points)
(1) What is the prohibition of yihud [1n>]?
(2) In the following three cases yihud is permitted: “mna nna”, ”Pya nbya”, "mw”.
Explain two of these cases, and write why yihud is permitted in each of the cases you
explained.

(10 points)

When Should a Person Get Married [xw»n5 >nn]?

N.

The Mishna says: "nan% nywy mmw j2” ["At 18 one should marry"] (x> mwn /nprs,max).
Explain one reason why the age of marriage is postponed nowadays. (4 points)
1) "prayn pwp nray >nnin” ["Thoughts of transgression are worse than transgression"]
(N”yY,00,80Y)
Give one reason why this is the case.
(2) Explain how "nyay »minan” affect the decision about when to get married.
(6 points)
Rabbi Elyakim Levanon uses a metaphor of trees to explain the appropriate age for marriage.

Explain the metaphor [>wnin] and what it represents [S>wnin]. (6 points)

Kiddushin and Nissuin [P pw1p]

N.

a.

(1) What is a huppah [non]? Give one explanation.

(2) There are several customs that commemorate Yerushalayim at the huppah ceremony.
List two of them.

(7 points)

(1) Write what the 7mn» 797n” is according to the Ashkenzi custom, and note at what stage of
the wedding the bride and groom go to this room.

(2) List the two conditions required to recite “m>12 yaw” [the "seven blessings"] during the
seven days of celebration following the wedding.

(9 points) /Continued on page 3/
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4.

Building the Home [1n02n n»33]

N (1) 7.apwx M2 M DIR N D)D" ["A person must always be careful about his wife's
dignity..."] (x"y 03, xy>¥0 N13)
The Gemara then gives a reason for this. What is this reason?
(2)  (x7y,p,n0D) 3PP NPIY — 1T, NN WOIN IRDPY 22T WIT”
Give one explanation of the word "2,
(8 points)
3. List two types of violence that may occur between partners, apart from physical violence.
Give one example of each of the types of violence you listed (a total of two examples).

(8 points)

Obligations in the Parent-Child Relationship [0>79 D>1n *on>a man|

NX. (1) Give one example of bx) ax 71223 and one example of DXy AN XN,
(2) Give one reason for the commandment of oxy ax 7203,
(7 points)
3. Rabbi Haim David Halevi wrote:
"Poram mYv 255 DN WIDPY M1 IR 7191 DTN DN PN Ip>y” ["The main component of
educating children is not just words, or buying them a lulav, tallit and tefillin"]
(DN PN I I NOP).
If so, what does he consider the main component of education? (3 points)
>, The chief rabbis opposed a certain method of education practiced by some parents.
(1) What educational method is this?
(2) What is the correct method of education, according to the chief rabbis?

(6 points)

/Continued on page 4/
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Answer questions in either Part Two or Part Three,
according to the material you studied.

Part Two (36 points)

If you studied Chapters 1-11 of the booklet, answer three of the questions 6-10

(each question — 12 points).

6. Obligations between Husband and Wife Dnwxb wox 12 mymannn]

N.
a.

7.

N.

What is the reason for writing a ketubah? (3 points)

(1) What sum of money is specified in the ketubah of a virgin [n»na], and what sum of
money is specified in the ketubah of a widow?

(2) What is the reason for this difference in the sum of money specified?

(7 points)

Nowadays, how do rabbinical courts usually handle the division of property between a couple

getting divorced? (2 points)

nah [0 DA

(1) What is the commandment of onah and why is it called by this name?

(2) Explain the importance of this commandment.

(8 points)

Give one difference between the male-female relationship among animals and the relationship

between a man and wife. (4 points)

8. Tumah and Taharah [0100) ONDIDO]

N.

a.

The Gemara states: ”...paxy by yPnNN HXIW> M2 :x71 37 X" [Rabbi Zeira said: "The daughters of
Israel adopted a stringency..."].

Explain what this stringency is, and give the reason for it. (5 points)
What are the "o»py nyaw” ['seven clean days'], and what does a woman have to do on these
days? (4 points)
When a couple has a halachic question [”27 nbxw”] about marital relations, why is important to

consult a rabbi who knows the couple? (3 points)

9. Hair Covering [wx1np)]

N.

(1) Whatis "nwnn7", and what is "nomn> n7"?

(2) What type of hair covering is required according to "nwn n7", and what type of hair
covering is required according to "nmi> n7"?

(9 points)

In some places, married women do not wear hair covering in public.

If a married woman is in such a place, what is the law regarding the obligation of covering her

hair? (3 points)

/Continued on page 5
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10. Short Questions

Answer two of the items X to » in brief (each item — 6 points).

N.  Note what Eliezer, Avraham's servant, wanted to find out about Rivka, and explain what

this teaches us about the process of choosing a partner.
3. (1) According to the halacha, it is forbidden to harass and shame another person, even in a

non-sexual context.
To what grave transgression did Rabbi Yehuda the Hassid compare the act of shaming
another person?

(2) According to the author of Sefer Hahinuch, in the verse ">nx 1y7 WX YR vIR”
["Every one neighed after his neighbor's wife"] (nn »nv), the prophet Yirmiyahu is
reprimanding his contemporaries for engaging in behaviors with sexual overtones.
Based on the Sefer Hahinuch, note one such behavior that the prophet Yirmiyahu's
contemporaries engaged in.

> What is the name of the first examination that a woman does in her purification process [n1nv],

and what is the purpose of this examination?

/Continued on page 6/
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Answer questions in either Part Two or Part Three, according to the material you

studied.

Part Three (36 points)

If you studied Chapters 1-6, 10-14 of the booklet, answer three of the questions 11-15
(each question — 12 points).

11. Obligations between Husband and Wife hnwx vox pa mmannn]

N.
a

What is the reason for writing a ketubah? (3 points)

(1) What sum of money is specified in the ketubah of a virgin [n>na], and what sum of
money is specified in the ketubah of a widow?

(2) What is the reason for this difference in the sum of money specified?

(7 points)

Nowadays, how do rabbinical courts usually handle the division of property between a couple

etting divorced? (2 points)
g g P

12. Family Conduct [nnown bw nmbninn]

13.

14.

N.

a

(1) 7»vnd Pny 85 P &Y 171 910 32”7 ["There has never been a stubborn and rebellious son
and there will never be one in the future..."] — explain why.

(2) Rabbi S. R. Hirsch learned from the words "wx 5p2) vax %2 yow »er” ["he does not obey
his father and his mother"] (0> ,x”>,0127) that several conditions must be met for a person to
be considered a stubborn and rebellious son. List two of these conditions.

(9 points)

Explain what the obligation "nmn% omy yapb” [lit: "to set times for Torah"] is.

(3 points)

Intimacy between a Man and Woman [nwoX) voXi 13 1197]

N.

(1) What is the commandment of onah and why is it called by this name?

(2) Explain the importance of this commandment.

(8 points)

Give one difference between the male-female relationship among animals and the relationship

between a man and wife. (4 points)

'A Fence of Lilies" — Intimacy and Distance in Married Life

_Aarence or Lilies — Inumacy and Distance 1n iviarried 1Li1e
[Dyarn »na P 2R — DIYIVA IND]

N.

bX

The Gemara states: ”...axy 2y Y0010 HXIW> 72 :XP1>27 MR” [Rabbi Zeira said: "The daughters of
Israel adopted a stringency..."].

Explain what this stringency is, and give the reason for it. (5 points)

’D>27 D7 7T I >0 IwNY” ["And a woman whose flow of blood flows for many days"]

(072,70 ,8p”)

The Midrash asks why the verse says "many days" when it means only seven days.

How does the Midrash answer this question? (3 points)
What are the "o»p1 nyaw” ['seven clean days'], and what does a woman need to do on these

days? (4 points).

/Continued on page 7/
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15. Short Questions

Answer two of the items X to » in brief (each item — 6 points).

N.  Note what Eliezer, Avraham's servant, wanted to find out about Rivka, and explain what

this teaches us about the process of choosing a partner.

3. (1) According to the halacha, it is forbidden to harass and shame another person, even in a
non-sexual context.
To what grave transgression did Rabbi Yehuda the Hassid compare the act of shaming
another person?

(2) According to the author of Sefer Hahinuch, in the verse 151> 70y DYN YN vOR”
["Every one neighed after his neighbor's wife"] ¢n,n »nv), the prophet Yirmiyahu is
reprimanding his contemporaries for engaging in behaviors with sexual overtones.
Based on the Sefer Hahinuch, note one such behavior that the prophet Yirmiyahu's
contemporaries engaged in.

>.  What is the name of the first examination that a woman does in her purification process [n1nv],

and what is the purpose of this examination?

Good Luck!
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