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Answer the questions according to these instructions.
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For  Ol im

Instructions to examinees

Duration of exam: Two and a half hours	.א

:Exam structure and breakdown of points	.ב
	 This exam consists of three parts.
	 Part One	 —	(2×24)   —		  48 points
	 Part Two	 —	(1×24)   — 		  24 points 

Part Two	 —	(1×28)   — 		  28 points
			    Total     —	         100 points 

	.ג Material that may be used during the exam:
	 A full Hebrew Tanach, without any commentary or 

additions.
	 You may use a translated Tanach.
	 You may use a Tanach with maps.
	 You may use a Hebrew-other language /  

other language-Hebrew dictionary.

:Special instructions	 .ד
(1)	Do not copy the question, but do write the number  

of the question you are answering.
(2)	Stay on topic. Pay attention to your handwriting, 

spelling, and punctuation.

Note: In the passages from the Tanach, the name of God is 
		  written as: 'ה.	

Write only in the answer booklet. Write "טיוטה" at the top of 
each draft page.  
If you write draft material outside the answer booklet,  
your exam may be disqualified.

G o o d  L u c k !

מדינת ישראל
משרד החינוך

סוג הבחינה: בגרות
מועד הבחינה: קיץ תשפ"א, 2021

מספר השאלון: 1264
תרגום לאנגלית )3(

שים לב: בבחינה זו יש הנחיות מיוחדות.
יש לענות על השאלות על פי הנחיות אלה.

ך " נ ת
ם י ש ד ח ם  י ל ו ע ל

    

הוראות לנבחן

משך הבחינה: שעתיים וחצי. א.	

מבנה השאלון ומפתח ההערכה:  ב.	
בשאלון זה שלושה פרקים.

—   48   נקודות 	   )24×2( — פרק ראשון	 	 
—   24   נקודות 		 )24×1( — 		 פרק שני
—   28   נקודות 		 )28×1( — פרק שלישי	 	 

—   100  נקודות 		 סה''כ 	 		

חומר עזר מותר בשימוש:  ג.	
תנ"ך עברי שלם בלי פירושים ובלי תוספות.

מותר להשתמש בתנ"ך מתורגם. 	 
מותר להשתמש בתנ"ך שיש בו מפות.

מותר להשתמש במילון לועזי-עברי / עברי-לועזי. 	

הוראות מיוחדות: ד. 	
)1( אל תעתיק את השאלה; כתובֹ את מספרה בלבד.

)2( התרכז בנושא. שים לב לכתב, לכתיב ולפיסוק. 

הערה: בקטעים מן התנ"ך השם המפורש בא בצורת ה'.

כתוב במחברת הבחינה בלבד. רשוםֹ "טיוטה" בראש כל עמוד המשמש 
טיוטה.

כתיבת טיוטה בדפים שאינם במחברת הבחינה עלולה לגרום לפסילת 
הבחינה.

ב ה צ ל ח ה !

מועד קיץ
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Questions
Part One – Bereshit (48 points)

Answer two of the questions 1-3 (each question – 24 points).
For each question you choose, answer Item א, which is required (10 points), and either Item ב 
or Item ג (14 points).

1.	 Read בראשית, Chapter כ"ב, verses א'-י"ט.

	 Answer Item א (required).
	.א Read verses 'א'-ב and verses ט'-י"ב.

	 (1)	 What test did God impose on Avraham?					         (5 points) 

(2)	 According to these verses, did Avraham pass this test? Explain your answer.   (5 points)

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.

	.ב Read verses 'ב'-ג and verses ו'-י"ג, and also בראשית, Chapter י"ח, verses כ"ג-ל"ב.

	 In your opinion, which of the two chapters describes stronger faith in God on the part of 

Avraham? Explain your answer, based on both texts.

	.ג Read verse 'ו, verse 'ח, and verse י"ט.

	 (1)	 Who are the people walking together in each of these verses?		  (7 points) 

(2)	 According to some, these verses indicate that after the binding of Yitzhak 

		  [Akedah - העקדה], Avraham and Yitzhak were no longer in contact. Explain this opinion, 	

	 and bring support for it from these verses.					     (7 points)

2.	 Read בראשית, Chapter כ"ח, verses י'-כ"ב.

	 Answer Item א (required).
	.א Read verses י'-ט"ו.

	 List two promises mentioned in these verses that God makes to Yaakov: one promise regarding 

his family and descendents, and one promise regarding Yaakov himself.

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.

	.ב (1)	 Read verses י"ב-י"ג.

		  These verses describe a connection between heaven and earth.

		  By what means is this connection created, and who initiates the connection?   (7 points)

	 (2)	 Read verses ט"ז-י"ט.

		  According to some, Yaakov feels that a connection has been formed between himself and 	

	 God as a result of the connection between heaven and earth.

		  Bring one proof from the text to support this opinion, and explain this proof.   (7 points)

	.ג Read verse ט"ו and verses כ'-כ"ב.	

	 (1)	 Based on verses כ'-כ"ב, list two conditions mentioned in Yaakov's vow.	      (6 points)	  

(2)	 The vow implies that Yaakov doubts the promises that God gave him in verse ט"ו.  

	 Explain this statement, and bring support for it from the text.		       (8 points) 
/continued on page 3/
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3.	 Read בראשית, Chapter מ"ד, verses י"ז-ל"ד, and בראשית, Chapter מ"ה, verses 'א'-ג.

	 Answer Item א (required).
	.א Yehudah makes a long speech to Yosef, the ruler of Egypt, to make him retract his decision.

(1)	 What had Yosef decided, according to Chapter מ"ד, verse י"ז?		  (5 points) 

(2)	 Explain how Yehudah's speech affected Yosef, according to Chapter מ"ה, verses 'א'-ג.

												            (5 points)

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.

	.ב Read Chapter מ"ד, verses 'כ'-ל.

	 (1)	 Explain two reasons for the special relationship between Yaakov and Binyamin, according

		  to verses כ'-כ"ב. Base your answer on the text.				    (8 points) 

(2)	 In his speech to Yosef, Yehudah describes the special relationship between Yaakov and 		

	 Binyamin. What can we learn from this description about the way that Yehudah views the 	

	 relationship between Yaakov and Binyamin? Explain your answer and base it on 

		  verses 'כ'-ל.									         (6 points)

	.ג Read Chapter מ"ד, verses ל'-ל"ד, and also בראשית, Chapter ל"ז, verses כ"ה-כ"ח.

	 Yehudah was concerned for Binyamin's welfare, according to Chapter מ"ד, but was not 

concerned for Yosef's welfare, according to Chapter ל"ז. 

	 Explain this statement, and bring support for it from both chapters.

/continued on page 4/
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Part Two – Shemot (24 points)
Answer one of the questions 4-5. 
For the question you choose, answer Item א, which is required (10 points), and either Item ב 
or Item ג (14 points).

4. 	 Read שמות, Chapter י"ד, verses ט"ו-ל"א.
	 Answer Item א (required).

	.א Read verses י"ט-כ"ה.
	 (1)	 According to these verses, whom does God protect and whom does He attack?   (4 points)
	 (2)	 Based on these verses,  list one means of protection and one means of attack.      (6 points)

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.
	.ב Read verses כ"ו-ל"א.
	 (1)	 Quote two sentences from these verses that testify to the force with which God struck 		

	 Egypt, and explain each of these sentences.					     (8 points) 
(2)	 Note one effect that the attack on Egypt had on the Israelites, according to verses ל'-ל"א.	  	
											           (6 points)

	.ג (1)	 Read verse י"ז and verse כ"ח. 
	 Explain what moral difficulty might arise from God's actions as described in these verses.		
											           (8 points) 
(2)	 Now read שמות, Chapter 'ג, verses 'ז'-ט.

		  Explain how these verses might resolve this moral difficulty. Explain your answer.			
					     						      (6 points)

5.	 Read שמות, Chapter ל"ב, verses 'ז'-ח and verses ט"ו-ל"ה. 
	 Answer Item א (required).

	.א (1)	 List two actions that Moshe performed following the sin of the golden calf [חטא העגל], 
		  according to verses 'י"ט-כ. Base your answer on the text.			   (6 points) 

(2)	 Explain one decision that God made following the sin of the golden calf, according to 		
	 verses ל"ג-ל"ה. Base your answer on the text.					    (4 points)

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.
	.ב Read verses 'ז'-ח and verses ט"ו-י"ט. 
	 Some say that the breaking of the tablets [שבירת הלוחות] was an expression of Moshe's anger,
	 and others say that the breaking of the tablets symbolizes breaking the covenant with God.
	 Explain how these verses support each of these opinions.
	.ג Read verses כ"א-כ"ד. 
	 (1)	 Based on verses כ"א-כ"ג, give one proof that Aharon blames the people for the sin, and 
		  one proof that he hints that Moshe is to blame for the sin. Explain each of your proofs.		

											           (8 points) 
(2)	 In verse כ"ד, it seems that Aharon is trying to downplay his responsibility for the sin. 

		  Explain this statement.				     			   (6 points)

/continued on page 5/



                 תנ"ך, קיץ תשפ"א, מס' 1264, אנגלית- 5 -
Tanach, Summer 2021, No. 1264

Note: The exam continues on page 6.

/continued on page 6/
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Part Three – Chosen Topics (28 points)

Answer one of the questions 6-10.

For the question you choose, answer Item א, which is required (12 points), and either Item ב 

or Item ג (16 points). 

The Return to Zion (שיבת ציון)

6.	 Read עזרא, Chapter 'ג.

/continued on page 7/
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	 Answer Item א (required).
	.א Read verses 'א'-ו.

	 (1)	 List two actions that the returnees to Zion [שבי ציון] carried out. 

		  What was the aim of these actions?						      (8 points) 

(2)	 What was the historical-political event that enabled the returnees to Zion to carry out

		  these actions, and in what (civil) year did it occur?	 			   (4 points)

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.

	.ב Read verses 'א'-ז.

	 According to these verses, the returnees to Zion were careful to follow traditional Jewish 

practices. 

	 Bring three proofs from the verses to support this statement, and explain each of your proofs.

	.ג Read verses ח'-י"ג.

	 In these verses, the returnees to Zion express joy at the fulfillment of a dream, but also longing

	 and distress for what has been lost. 

(1)	 Which verse of the chapter expresses joy at the fulfillment of a dream, and which verse 

	 expresses distress at what has been lost?					     (10 points)	

(2)	 With which of these emotions experienced by the returnees to Zion do you identify? 

		  Explain your answer.								        (6 points)	

	 	

/continued on page 8/
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Prophet and Prophecy 
7.	 Read ירמיה, Chapter כ"ו, verses  ז'-כ"ד.

(Note: The passage continues on the next page.)

/continued on page 9/
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Answer Item א (required).

	.א Read verses ז'-ט"ז.

	 In this passage, Yirmiyahu is being put on trial for his prophecies. 
(1)	 Who took him to court [התובעים]?			    			   (4 points) 

(2)	 What punishment do they demand, and what is their justification for this punishment?

												            (8 points)

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.

	.ב Read verses י"ב-ט"ו. 

According to these verses, why did Yirmiyahu proclaim such harsh prophecies, and how could  

their fulfillment be prevented? 

	 Explain your answer and bring support for it from the text.			 

	.ג (1)	 Read verses ט"ז-י"ט. 

	 Explain why the case of Michah could be used in favor of Yirmiyahu.	 (8 points) 
(2)	 Read verses כ-כ"ד. 

	 Explain why the case of Uriyahu could be used against Yirmiyahu.		 (8 points)

/continued on page 10/
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Law and Society
8.	 Read דברים, Chapter י"ז, verses 'ח'-כ. 

	

	 Answer Item א (required).
	.א Read verses ח'-י"ג.

	 (1)	 According to verse 'ח, who takes the case to the higher court, and why?	 (6 points) 

(2)	 What is the punishment imposed on a person who does not obey the ruling of the higher 	

	 court? Give one reason for this punishment.					     (6 points) 

(Note: The question continues on the next page.)
 

/continued on page 11/
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Answer either Item ב or Item ג.

	.ב Read verses 'ח'-כ.

(1)	 What two institutions of government is the passage discussing?		  (6 points) 

(2)	 According to the text, which of these institutions has broader powers? Explain your 		

	 answer and base it on the text.						      (10 points)

	.ג Read verses 'י"ד-כ.

	 (1)	 The word "לא" is a leading word [מילה מנחה] that is repeated many times in these verses 		

	 and highlights the intention of the law.

		  List two examples from these verses that support this statement, and explain how they 		

	 highlight the intention of the law.						      (10 points)

	 (2) 	 Do you think that this intention is justified? Explain your answer.		  (6 points)

/continued on page 12/
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Tehillim 
9.     Read תהלים, Chapter קכ"ח.

	 Answer Item א (required).
	.א List two characteristics of a happy person, according to this psalm. Base your answer on the 

text.

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.

	.ב (1)	 Read verse 'ה.

		  Based on this verse, explain how the blessing given to the individual is also linked 

		  to the fate of the nation. 							       (8 points)

	 (2)	 Read verse 'ו.

		  Based on this verse, explain how the general situation in the land of Israel affects the

		  fate of the individual.								        (8 points)

	.ג Read verses 'ב'-ג and also בראשית, Chapter 'ג, verses י"ז-י"ט.

	 (1)	 Give one difference between the description of man's work on the land in בראשית, 		

	 Chapter 'ג, verses י"ז-י"ט, and the description in תהלים, Chapter קכ"ח. Base your answer 

	 on the text.									         (8 points)

	 (2)	 In your opinion, why is there a difference between these two passages in their 

	 description of man's work on the land? Explain your answer and base it on the text.	

											           (8 points)

/continued on page 13/
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! ה ח ל צ ה ב
זכות היוצרים שמורה למדינת ישראל

אין להעתיק או לפרסם אלא ברשות משרד החינוך

G o o d  L u c k !
All rights reserved by the State of Israel.

It is forbidden to copy or disseminate any part of this 
document without permission from the Ministry of Education.

Literature of Wisdom − Thoughts about Life [ספרות החוכמה — הרהורים על החיים]

10.	 Read איוב, Chapter ל"ח, verses א'-כ"ו.
 

	

	 Answer Item א (required).
	.א Read verses 'א'-ו.
	 (1)	 Give one proof from verse 'ב or from verses 'ד'-ו of God's criticism of Iyov, and explain it.
												            (8 points)
	 (2)	 In verses 'א'-ו, does Iyov receive a satisfactory response to his complaints? 
		  Explain your answer and base it on the text.					     (4 points)

Answer either Item ב or Item ג.
	.ב Read verses	 .ז'-י"א
	 Some say that in these verses, through the description of how the sea is limited, God is hinting 

to Iyov that man's abilities are limited.
	 Give one example taken from the description of the sea that hints to the fact that man is 

limited, and explain this example.
	.ג Read verse כ"ו.

(1)	 Based on verse כ"ו, explain what God is saying to Iyov about man's place in the world. 	
												            (8 points)
	 (2)	 Explain how this message could be a response to Iyov's complaints against God.
												            (8 points)


