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Note: This exam has special instructions.

Answer the questions according to these instructions.
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Instructions to examinees

~. Duration of exam: Two and a half hours

1. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam consists of three parts.

Part One — (2x24) — 48 points
Part Two — (1x24) — 24 points
Part Two — (1x28) — 28 points

Total — 100 points

3. Material that may be used during the exam:

A full Hebrew Tanach, without any commentary or

additions.

You may use a translated Tanach.

You may use a Tanach with maps.

You may use a Hebrew-other language /
other language-Hebrew dictionary.

7. Special instructions:

(1) Do not copy the question, but do write the number

of the question you are answering.

(2) Stay on topic. Pay attention to your handwriting,

spelling, and punctuation.

Note: In the passages from the Tanach, the name of God is

written as: 'n.

Write only in the answer booklet. Write "nvoyo" at the top of

each draft page.
If you write draft material outside the answer booklet,
your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One — Bereshit (48 points)

Answer two of the questions 1-3 (each question — 24 points).

For each question you choose, answer Item X, which is required (10 points), and either Item 2

or Item » (14 points).

1.

Read mwinaa, Chapter 273, verses v”-'X.
Answer Item x (required).
N. Read verses 'a-'x and verses 27-'v.
(1) What test did God impose on Avraham? (5 points)

(2) According to these verses, did Avraham pass this test? Explain your answer. (5 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».

3. Read verses »-'a and verses -, and also mwx93, Chapter n”, verses 179-3"3.
In your opinion, which of the two chapters describes stronger faith in God on the part of
Avraham? Explain your answer, based on both texts.
».  Read verse "1, verse 'n, and verse 0.
(1) Who are the people walking together in each of these verses? (7 points)
(2) According to some, these verses indicate that after the binding of Yitzhak
[Akedah - nTpyn], Avraham and Yitzhak were no longer in contact. Explain this opinion,

and bring support for it from these verses. (7 points)

Read mwixaa, Chapter n”s, verses 173-".

Answer Item x (required).

N. Read verses y'o-".
List two promises mentioned in these verses that God makes to Yaakov: one promise regarding

his family and descendents, and one promise regarding Yaakov himself.

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».
2. (1) Read verses »»-2".
These verses describe a connection between heaven and earth.
By what means is this connection created, and who initiates the connection? (7 points)
(2) Read verses v”-1"0.
According to some, Yaakov feels that a connection has been formed between himself and
God as a result of the connection between heaven and earth.
Bring one proof from the text to support this opinion, and explain this proof. (7 points)
>.  Read verse y’v and verses 1”73-3.
(1) Based on verses 1”3-"3, list two conditions mentioned in Yaakov's vow. (6 points)
(2) The vow implies that Yaakov doubts the promises that God gave him in verse y'v.

Explain this statement, and bring support for it from the text. (8 points)

/continued on page 3/
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3. Read mwnaa, Chapter 70, verses 779-1”>, and mwx3, Chapter n”n, verses )-'X.

Answer Item X (required).

N. Yehudah makes a long speech to Yosef, the ruler of Egypt, to make him retract his decision.
(1) What had Yosef decided, according to Chapter 7", verse 1">?7 (5 points)
(2) Explain how Yehudah's speech affected Yosef, according to Chapter n"n, verses ">-'x.

(5 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».
3. Read Chapter 771, verses '5-'3.
(1) Explain two reasons for the special relationship between Yaakov and Binyamin, according
to verses 1”5->. Base your answer on the text. (8 points)
(2) In his speech to Yosef, Yehudah describes the special relationship between Yaakov and
Binyamin. What can we learn from this description about the way that Yehudah views the
relationship between Yaakov and Binyamin? Explain your answer and base it on

verses '2-"3. (6 points)

».  Read Chapter 770, verses 775-"Y, and also mwn9a, Chapter "5, verses n”a-n".
Yehudah was concerned for Binyamin's welfare, according to Chapter 77n, but was not
concerned for Yosef's welfare, according to Chapter 5.

Explain this statement, and bring support for it from both chapters.

/continued on page 4/
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Part Two — Shemot (24 points)

Answer one of the questions 4-5.

For the question you choose, answer Item x, which is required (10 points), and either Item 2

or Item » (14 points).

4.

Read mmw, Chapter 77, verses X”9-1"0.

Answer Item x (required).

N. Read verses n”>-v™.
(1) According to these verses, whom does God protect and whom does He attack? (4 points)

(2) Based on these verses, list one means of protection and one means of attack. (6 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».
3. Read verses X"9-v.
(1) Quote two sentences from these verses that testify to the force with which God struck
Egypt, and explain each of these sentences. (8 points)
(2) Note one effect that the attack on Egypt had on the Israelites, according to verses X”9-"5.
(6 points)
>. (1) Read verse1” and verse n”a.
Explain what moral difficulty might arise from God's actions as described in these verses.
(8 points)
(2) Now read mmw, Chapter "3, verses '0-'1.
Explain how these verses might resolve this moral difficulty. Explain your answer.
(6 points)

Read mmw, Chapter 27, verses 'n-"t and verses n”9-1"0.
Answer Item X (required).
N. (1) Listtwo actions that Moshe performed following the sin of the golden calf [93yn xon],
according to verses '>-v”. Base your answer on the text. (6 points)
(2) Explain one decision that God made following the sin of the golden calf, according to

verses 1”9-3"5. Base your answer on the text. (4 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».

3. Read verses 'n-t and verses v">-Y"0.
Some say that the breaking of the tablets [mmb>n n1vaw] was an expression of Moshe's anger,
and others say that the breaking of the tablets symbolizes breaking the covenant with God.
Explain how these verses support each of these opinions.
3. Read verses 775-K"1.
(1) Based on verses »”3-8"3, give one proof that Aharon blames the people for the sin, and
one proof that he hints that Moshe is to blame for the sin. Explain each of your proofs.
(8 points)
(2) In verse 773, it seems that Aharon is trying to downplay his responsibility for the sin.

Explain this statement. (6 points)

/continued on page 5/
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Note: The exam continues on page 6.

/continued on page 6/
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Part Three — Chosen Topics (28 points)

Answer one of the questions 6-10.

For the question you choose, answer Item x, which is required (12 points), and either Item 2

or Item » (16 points).

The Return to Zion (y»8 n2’w)

6. Read 9y, Chapter .
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Answer Item x (required).

N. Read verses "h-'~.
(1) List two actions that the returnees to Zion [y»y>aw] carried out.
What was the aim of these actions? (8 points)
(2) What was the historical-political event that enabled the returnees to Zion to carry out

these actions, and in what (civil) year did it occur? (4 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item .

3. Read verses 1-'x.
According to these verses, the returnees to Zion were careful to follow traditional Jewish
practices.

Bring three proofs from the verses to support this statement, and explain each of your proofs.

»>.  Read verses »-'n.
In these verses, the returnees to Zion express joy at the fulfillment of a dream, but also longing
and distress for what has been lost.
(1) Which verse of the chapter expresses joy at the fulfillment of a dream, and which verse
expresses distress at what has been lost? (10 points)
(2) With which of these emotions experienced by the returnees to Zion do you identify?

Explain your answer. (6 points)

/continued on page 8/
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Prophet and Prophecy

7. Read 0y, Chapter v'5, verses 773-1.
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(Note: The passage continues on the next page.)
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Answer Item X (required).

N. Read verses v"v-"1.
In this passage, Yirmiyahu is being put on trial for his prophecies.
(1) Who took him to court [D>y230n]? (4 points)
(2) What punishment do they demand, and what is their justification for this punishment?

(8 points)

Answer either Item 2 or Item ».

3. Read verses y'v-2".
According to these verses, why did Yirmiyahu proclaim such harsh prophecies, and how could
their fulfillment be prevented?
Explain your answer and bring support for it from the text.
> (1) Read verses v”-1"0.
Explain why the case of Michah could be used in favor of Yirmiyahu. (8 points)
(2) Read verses 777-3.

Explain why the case of Uriyahu could be used against Yirmiyahu. (8 points)

/continued on page 10/
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Law and Society
8.

Read o937, Chapter ", verses '>-'n.
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Answer Item X (required).

N.

Read verses »»-'n.

court? Give one reason for this punishment.

(Note: The question continues on the next page.)

N
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(1) According to verse 'n, who takes the case to the higher court, and why? (6 points)

(2) What is the punishment imposed on a person who does not obey the ruling of the higher

(6 points)

/continued on page 11/
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Answer either Item 1 or Item .
3. Read verses 2-'n.
(1) What two institutions of government is the passage discussing? (6 points)
(2) According to the text, which of these institutions has broader powers? Explain your
answer and base it on the text. (10 points)
3. Read verses 2-77.
(1) The word "x5" is a leading word [N 0> n] that is repeated many times in these verses
and highlights the intention of the law.
List two examples from these verses that support this statement, and explain how they
highlight the intention of the law. (10 points)
(2) Do you think that this intention is justified? Explain your answer. (6 points)

/continued on page 12/
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Tehillim
9. Read oovnn, Chapter n"ap.
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Answer Item x (required).

N. List two characteristics of a happy person, according to this psalm. Base your answer on the

text.

Answer either Item 2 or Item .

a. (1) Read versen.
Based on this verse, explain how the blessing given to the individual is also linked
to the fate of the nation. (8 points)

(2) Read verse .

Based on this verse, explain how the general situation in the land of Israel affects the
fate of the individual. (8 points)
>.  Read verses »-'a and also mwx93, Chapter "y, verses v”>-1".

(1) Give one difference between the description of man's work on the land in mwx93,
Chapter ", verses v”-1">, and the description in o*»nn, Chapter n”sp. Base your answer
on the text. (8 points)

(2) Inyour opinion, why is there a difference between these two passages in their
description of man's work on the land? Explain your answer and base it on the text.

(8 points)

/continued on page 13/
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Literature of Wisdom — Thoughts about Life [0nn Yy 0291090 — 1195100 mMY90]
10. Read a3y, Chapter n”5, verses 1/3-'x.
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Answer Item X (required).

N. Read verses "-'x.
(1) Give one proof from verse "2 or from verses "-"7 of God's criticism of Iyov, and explain it.
(8 points)
(2) Inverses "-'x, does Iyov receive a satisfactory response to his complaints?

Explain your answer and base it on the text. (4 points)

Answer either Item 1 or Item .

3. Read verses x”-"t.
Some say that in these verses, through the description of how the sea is limited, God is hinting
to Iyov that man's abilities are limited.
Give one example taken from the description of the sea that hints to the fact that man is
limited, and explain this example.

3. Read verse v».

(1) Based on verse 1”3, explain what God is saying to Iyov about man's place in the world.

(8 points)
(2) Explain how this message could be a response to Iyov's complaints against God.
(8 points)
Good Luck!
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