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Note : This exam has special instructions.
Answer the questions according to these
instructions.

Tanach 

For  Ol im

Instructions to examinees

Duration of exam: Two and a half hours	.א

:Exam structure and breakdown of points	.ב
	 This exam consists of three parts.
	 Part One	 —	(2×24)   —		  48 points
	 Part Two	 —	(1×24)   — 		  24 points 

Part Two	 —	(1×28)   — 		  28 points
			   Total      —	         100 points 

	.ג Material that may be used during the exam:
	 A full Hebrew Tanach, without any commentary or 

additions.
	 You may use a translated Tanach.
	 You may use a Tanach with maps.
	 You may use a Hebrew-other language /  

other language-Hebrew dictionary.

:Special instructions	 .ד
(1)	Do not copy the question, but do write the number  

of the question you are answering.
(2)	Stay on topic. Pay attention to your handwriting, 

spelling and punctuation.

Note: In the passages from the Tanach, the name of  
	  God is written as: 'ה.	

Write only in the answer booklet. Write "טיוטה" at the top 
of each draft page.  
If you write draft material outside the answer booklet, 
your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!

מדינת ישראל
משרד החינוך

סוג הבחינה: בגרות
מועד הבחינה: חורף תשפ"א, 2021

מספר השאלון: 1264
תרגום לאנגלית )3(

שים לב: בבחינה זו יש הנחיות מיוחדות.
יש לענות על השאלות על פי הנחיות אלה.

ך " נ ת
ם י ש ד ח ם  י ל ו ע ל

    

הוראות לנבחן

משך הבחינה: שעתיים וחצי. א.	

מבנה השאלון ומפתח ההערכה:  ב.	
בשאלון זה שלושה פרקים.

—   48   נקודות 	   )24×2( — פרק ראשון	 	 
—   24   נקודות 		 )24×1( — 		 פרק שני
—   28   נקודות 		 )28×1( — פרק שלישי	 	 

—   100  נקודות 		 סה''כ 	 		

חומר עזר מותר בשימוש:  ג.	
תנ"ך עברי שלם בלי פירושים ובלי תוספות.

מותר להשתמש בתנ"ך מתורגם. 	 
מותר להשתמש בתנ"ך שיש בו מפות.

מותר להשתמש במילון לועזי-עברי / עברי-לועזי. 	

הוראות מיוחדות: ד. 	
)1( אל תעתיק את השאלה; כתובֹ את מספרה בלבד.

)2( התרכז בנושא. שים לב לכתב, לכתיב ולפיסוק. 

הערה: בקטעים מן התנ"ך השם המפורש בא בצורת ה'.

כתוב במחברת הבחינה בלבד. רשוםֹ "טיוטה" בראש כל 
עמוד המשמש טיוטה.

כתיבת טיוטה בדפים שאינם במחברת הבחינה עלולה לגרום 
לפסילת הבחינה.

ב ה צ ל ח ה !
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Questions

Part One – Bereshit (48 points)

Answer two of the questions 1-3 (each question – 24 points). 

For each question you choose, answer Item א (required) and one of the items ב-ג 

(Item 10– א points; Items 14 – ב-ג points).

1.	 Read בראשית, Chapter כ"א, verses  א'-כ"א.
Answer Item א (required). 

	.א This chapter describes the banishment of Hagar and Yishmael from Avraham's house.	  

Read verses ח'-י"ב. 
(1)	 Who initiates the banishment of Yishmael and Hagar, and why? Base your answer 

 on the text.								        (5 points)
(2)	 What does Avraham think of the plan to banish them, and why? 

What does God think of the plan to banish them, and why? 
Explain your answers and base them on the text.			   (5 points)

Answer one of the items ב-ג.

	.ב Read verses י"ד-ט"ז.

(1)	 List two actions that Avraham performs in verses י"ד-ט"ו, and explain why he might 
be criticized for them.							       (7 points)

(2)	 Describe Hagar's deed in verses ט"ו-ט"ז. In your opinion, is criticism of this 
deed justified? Explain your answer and base it on the text.		  (7 points)

	.ג (1)	 Read בראשית , Chapter כ"א, verses י"ז-י"ט, and also בראשית , Chapter כ"ב, verses י"ב-י"ג. 

In both of these stories, the solution of how to save their son is suddenly revealed to 

the parent (Hagar or Avraham). 

Describe how Yishmael is saved, and describe how Yitzhak is saved. Base your 

answer on both texts.						       	 (8 points)

(2)	 Based on בראשית, Chapter כ"א, verses י"ז-י"ט, explain why the words that the angel 
spoke to Hagar caused her to see the solution. Explain your answer and base it on 
the text.									        (6 points).

/continued on page 3/
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2.	 Read בראשית, Chapter מ"א, verses ט"ו-ל"ו and verses מ"ב-נ"ב.
Answer Item א (required). 
	.א Read verses ט"ו-כ"ד.

(1)	 Give one detail from Pharaoh's dreams that frightened him. Explain your answer and 
base it on the text.								        (5 points)

(2)	 What did Pharaoh do in order to understand the meaning of his dreams?	 (5 points)

Answer one of the items ב-ג.
	.ב Read verses ל"ג-ל"ו.

According to these verses, Yosef proposes a plan to Pharaoh to deal with the anticipated
famine in Egypt, and he also uses this plan to try to advance his own position in Egypt.
(1)	 How does Yosef use the plan he proposed to Pharaoh to advance his own position in 

Egypt?  Explain your answer and base it on the text.			    	 (4 points)
(2)	 List two details of the plan that Yosef proposed to Pharaoh to deal with the 

anticipated famine in Egypt, and explain these details.		           (10 points)
	.ג (1)	 Read verses מ"ב-מ"ו. 

Bring one example from these verses that proves that Yosef integrated well into 
Egyptian culture. Explain the example you brought.				    (7 points)

(2)	 Read verses נ'-נ"ב. 
Choose the name of one of Yosef's sons and explain how the meaning of this name 
supports the claim that Yosef made a success of his life in Egypt. (7 points) ]מדרש השם[

3.	 Read בראשית, Chapter מ"ב, verses ה'-כ"ב.
Answer Item א (required). 
	.א Read verses ה'-י"ד.

(1)	 What does Yosef accuse his brothers of?					     (3 points)
(2)	 Give two arguments that the brothers use in these verses to refute Yosef's accusation, 

and explain these arguments.							       (7 points)

Answer one of the items ב-ג.
	.ב Read verses  'י"ד-כ.

(1)	 What did Yosef decide about the brothers at their first meeting, and what was his 
decision about them three days later?						      (7 points)

(2)	 How does Yosef's statement in verse י"ח explain why he changed his mind? (7 points)
	.ג Now read בראשית, Chapter ל"ז, verses כ"ג-כ"ה.

(1)	 What new detail is revealed in the brothers' conversation in Chapter מ"ב, verses 
 verses ,ל''ז Chapter ,בראשית that was not mentioned in the story of the sale in ,כ"א-כ"ב
									 ?כ"ג-כ"ה         (7 points)

(2)	 Prove from Chapter מ"ב, verse כ"א, that the brothers regret what they did to Yosef, 
and explain your proof.							       (7 points)

/continued on page 4/
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Part Two – Shemot (24 points)
Answer one of the questions 4-5. 
Answer Item א (required) and one of the items ב-ג (Item 10– א points; Items 14 – ב-ג points).
4. 	 Read שמות, Chapter י"ד, verse ט"ו-ל''א.

Answer Item א (required). 
	.א Read verses ט''ו-י''ח.

According to these verses, God told Moshe that they would work together to overcome
the Egyptian army.
(1)	 What would Moshe do, and what would God do? 			   (5 points)
(2)	 What goal did God wish to attain by working together with Moshe? Explain your 

answer and base it on the text. 						     (5 points)
Answer one of the items ב-ג. 
	.ב Read verses י''ט-כ''ה.

How did the Egyptians understand that God was fighting for the Israelites? Explain
your answer, basing it on two examples from the text.			 

	.ג Read verses 'כ''ו-ל.
(1)	 Bring one proof from these verses that the Egyptians suffered a crushing defeat, and 

explain your proof.			   	 			   (7 points)
(2)	 Explain how the Egyptians' defeat helped the Israelites let go of the feeling that they 

were still slaves. Base your answer on the text.			   (7 points)
5.	 Read שמות, Chapter ל"ד, verses א'-ט''ז and verses כ''ח-ל''ה.

Answer Item א (required) 
	.א Read verses י'-ט''ז.

In these verses, God agrees to Moshe's request to renew the covenant with the people.	
(1)	 Give one commitment that God made to the people in the renewed covenant, and
	 explain this commitment.						      (5 points)
(2)	 Give one commitment demanded of the people in the covenant, and explain this
	 commitment.								        (5 points)

Answer one of the items ב-ג.
	.ב (1)	 In verse 'ו, God is referred to as "אל רחום וחנון". Explain these attributes of God. (4 points)

(2)	 Now read שמות, Chapter ל''ב, verses ט'-י"ד. Explain in what way these attributes of 
God are evident in these verses. 					     (10 points)

	.ג Read שמות,  Chapter ל"ד verses כ"ח-ל"ה.

(1)	 In these verses, Moshe is portrayed as a supernatural figure. Bring two proofs for 
this statement, and explain each proof.				    (7 points)

(2)	 Bring proof of the fact that Moshe is subservient to God, despite his lofty status. 
Explain your proof.	 						      (7 points)

/continued on page 5/
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Part Three – Chosen Topics (28 points)

Answer one of the questions 6-10.

Answer Item א (required) and one of the items ב-ג (Item 12 − א points; Items 16 − ב-ג points). 

The Return to Zion (שיבת ציון)

6.	 Read תהילים, Psalm קכ"ו.

		

Answer Item א (required).
	.א (1)	 List two conflicting emotions experienced by the people that are expressed in this 

psalm. Base your answer on the text.					     (4 points)

(2)	 Explain what causes the people to feel each of these emotions. 	 (8 points)

Answer one of the items ב-ג.

	.ב (1)	 What historical event is alluded to in the psalm, and in what secular year [שנה לועזית] 

did it take place? 							       (8 points)

	 (2)	 Explain the image of "כאפיקים בנגב" in verse 'ד and explain how it is connected with 

the historical event alluded to in the psalm. 				    (8 points)

	 .ג Read verses 'ה'-ו.

These verses express the values of hard work and success.

Explain how these values are evident in these verses and what the connection between

these values is.	

/continued on page 6/
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Prophet and Prophecy 
7.	 Read ירמיה, Chapter 'ז, verses א'-י"ט.

/continued on page 7/
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Answer Item א (required).
	.א Read verses ג'-י"א, above.

(1)	 What claim did the false prophets make regarding the House of God? (4 points)
(2)	 What was the people's attitude toward this claim brought by the false prophets, and 

what was Yirmiyahu's attitude? Base your answer on the text.	   (8 points)

Answer one of the items ב-ג.

	.ב Read verses  י"ב-ט"ו, above. 
(1)	 What historical event is mentioned in verses י"ב-י"ד, and what other historical event 

is mentioned in verse ט"ו?						      (8 points)
(2) 	 Choose one of these events, and write what Yirmiyahu hoped to achieve by 

mentioning this event. 							      (8 points)

	.ג Read verse 'ט above, and also שמות, Chapter 'כ, verses א'-י"ד.
(1)	 Prove that the order in which Yirmiyahu mentions the commandments in verse 'ט 

above is different from the order in which the Ten Commandments are written in 
	.Base your answer on the text .א'-י"ד verses , כ' Chapter ,שמות (8 points)

(2) 	 Explain what message the prophet is conveying to the people by changing the order 
of the Commandments.						      (8 points)

/continued on page 8/
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Law and Society
8.	 Read דברים, Chapter כ"ד, verses י'-כ"ב.

 

Answer Item א (required).
	.א (1)	 What does the Lawgiver require of the lender in verse י"ג, and how might the mention 

of God's name in this verse encourage the lender to obey the law? 	            (6 points)
(2)	 What does the Lawgiver require of the employer in verse ט"ו, and how does the 	

mention of God's name in this verse serve as a threat to the employer?        (6 points)

Answer one of the items ב-ג. 
	.ב Read verse ט"ז above and also שמות, Chapter 'כ, verse 'ה (from the words "כי אנכי  ה' אלהיך אל קנא" 

until the end of the verse).
(1)	 What is the difference between the system of reward and punishment [שיטת הגמול] 	

described in שמות, Chapter 'כ verse 'ה, and the system described in דברים, Chapter כ"ד, 
verse ט"ז? Explain your answer.					                (8 points)

(2)	 Why does the system of reward and punishment described in דברים, Chapter כ"ד, 
verse ט"ז, contribute more to the development of a civilized society?  
Explain your answer.							                  (8 points)

	.ג Read verses י"ט-כ"ב above.
(1)	 Give one example that demonstrates the Lawgiver's concern for the poor, and 

explain your example.							                  (8 points)
(2)	 Explain one purpose of mentioning the enslavement in Egypt in verse כ"ב.  (8 points) 

/continued on page 9/
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Tehillim
9.	 Read תהלים, Psalm 'א.

	 Answer Item א (required).
	.א Read verses 'א'-ב, above.

(1)	 List and explain one action that the righteous person chooses not to do and 
one action the righteous person chooses to do.			             (8 points)

(2)	 Why are righteous people characterized both by the actions they do and the actions 
they do not do?								                 (4 points)

Answer one of the items ב-ג.

	.ב Read verse 'ג.

		  (1)    Explain the image in this verse.					               (8 points)

	 (2)	 Based on this image, explain what reward a righteous person can expect.  

											                     (8 points)

	.ג Read verses 'ד'-ו, above.

	 Based on these verses, what punishment can a wicked person expect, and what lesson 

can be learned from this punishment?

/continued on page 10/
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! ה ח ל צ ה ב
זכות היוצרים שמורה למדינת ישראל

אין להעתיק או לפרסם אלא ברשות משרד החינוך

G o o d  L u c k !
All rights reserved by the State of Israel.

It is forbidden to copy or disseminate any part of this 
document without permission from the Ministry of Education.

Books of Wisdom – Reflections on Life [ספרות החוכמה — הרהורים על החיים]

10.	 Read איוב, Chapter 'ג, verses א'-כ"ג.

Answer Item א (required).
	.א Read verses א'-י, above. 

In his speech, Iyov curses the day and the night.	
(1)	 Give one example of how he curses that day and one example of how he curses that 

night, and explain each example.					                (8 points)
(2)	 According to verse 'י, why does Iyov curse that day and night? Explain your answer. 	

										                     (4 points)
Answer one of the items ב-ג.
	.ב Read verses י"ג-י"ט, above. 

Bring two proofs from these verses for Iyov's claim that death is preferable to life, and 
explain each proof.

	.ג Read verses כ'-כ"א above.
(1)	 List two of Iyov's complaints against God expressed in these verses, and explain his 

complaints.								                   (8 points)
(2)	 Read איוב, Chapter 'א, verses י"ג-י"ט, and איוב, Chapter 'ב, verse 'ז.  

How can what is related in these verses justify Iyov's complaint?	            (8 points)


