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X“» Tanach

For Olim

Instructions to examinees

~. Duration of exam: Two and a half hours

2. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam consists of three parts.

Part One — (2x24) — 48 points
Part Two — (1x24) — 24 points
Part Two — (2x14) — 28 points

Total — 100 points

>. Material that may be used during the exam:

A full Hebrew Tanach, without any commentary or

additions.

You may use a translated Tanach.

You may use a Tanach with maps.

You may use a Hebrew-other language /
other language-Hebrew dictionary.

7. Special instructions:

(1) Do not copy the question, but do write the number

of the question you are answering.

(2) Stay on topic. Pay attention to your handwriting,

spelling and punctuation.

Note: In the passages from the Tanach, the name of
God is written as: .

Write only in the answer booklet. Write "noyv" at the top of

each draft page.
If you write draft material outside the answer booklet,
your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One — Bereshit (48 points)

Answer two of the questions 1-3 (each question — 24 points).

Answer all the items of the question you choose (each item — 8 points).

1. Read mwxaa, Chapter », verses 1>-'N.

N. Read verses 'v-'~.

(1) What was the subject of the dispute between Avram's herdsmen and Lot's

herdsmen? (4 points)

(2) What did Avram suggest to Lot in order to end the dispute? (4 points)

2. Read verses y-".

1

(2

» (@)

(2

According to these verses, why did Lot choose to settle in the Jordan plain

[y7n 95517 (4 points)
According to the text, Lot's choice to settle in the Jordan plain was the wrong
choice. Bring one proof from the text that this was the case, and explain this proof.

(4 points)

Read verses »-'n.
Do you think that, according to these verses, the solution that Avram proposed
to resolve the dispute, was fair to both sides? Explain your answer.

(4 points)
Read verses v»-7".
What did God promise Avram after the dispute was resolved?

(4 points)

/continued on page 3/
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2. Read mwnaa, Chapter 775, verses X”3-'K, and verses v9-7"5.

N.

De

Read verses 'v-'x.
Avraham sent his servant on an important mission.
(1) What was this mission? (4 points)
(2) Explain the oath that Avraham made his servant take, and the warning that Avraham
gave his servant. (4 points)
Read verses x">-N".
(1) Give one quality that the servant wanted Yitzhak's intended bride to have.
(4 points)
(2) Bring one proof from the text that Rivka did have the quality you gave in Sub-item
(1), and explain this proof. (4 points)
(1) According to verse "o, how were Rivka and Avraham related before she became
Yitzhak's wife? (4 points)
(2) Read verses v'9-7"5.
How did Avraham's servant try to persuade Rivka's family to allow Rivka to marry
Yitzhak? (4 points)

3. Read mwnaa, Chapter n"n, verses '2-'N.

N.

In this passage Yaakov (Yisrael) blesses his offspring.
(1) How is Yaakov related to the people he is blessing? (4 points)
(2) Now read mwnaa, Chapter "1, verse 0”3, and explain why he is blessing his
offspring at this particular time. (4 points)
Read mwixaa, Chapter n”n, verse 'n.
One tribe descended from each of Yaakov's sons, whereas two tribes descended from
Yosef.
(1) Who were the two tribes that descended from Yosef? (5 points)
(2) What is the explanation for the fact that two tribes descended from Yosef,
according to Yaakov? (3 points)
Read verses "2-1.
Yaakov lays his hands on the heads of the two boys in a certain way, but Yosef tries to
change this.
(1) In what way does Yaakov lay his hands on the two boys' heads, and why does Yosef
try to change it? (5 points)
(2) What reason does Yaakov give for the way in which he lays his hands on the two

boys' heads? (3 points)

/continued on page 4/
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Part Two — Shemot (24 points)

Answer one of the questions 4-5.

Answer all the items of the question you choose (each item — 8 points).

4. Read mmnw, Chapter 3>, verses 1”3-1".

N. This passage describes the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt.

Read verses n”s-.

1)

2)
3. (D)

2)

Why did God not lead the Israelites through the land of the Philistines [D>nv5o yIx]?
Explain. (4 points)

What route did God choose for the Israelites? (4 points)

Based on verses 12”75-x”5, name two means by which God led the Israelites on their
journey through the desert. (4 points)
Explain how each of them helped the Israelites. (4 points)

3. Read mmw, Chapter », verse v, and also mwx9a, Chapter ", verses n”3-7".

1)

(2)

In mwx93, Chapter 3, verses n”>-7"), the oath that Yosef made the Israelites take is
mentioned, and mww, Chapter ¥, verse v, relates how the oath was fulfilled.
What was this oath? (4 points)
Now read this excerpt from the will of Binyamin Zeev Herzl, the visionary of the
Jewish state:

'O DR A2Y? °TI°A DYAY TY DW 20V [N Pya] *ark 7 2y [...] 1apn? [...] wpan »y”

LT 2R YIRS
["I ask [...] to be buried [...] beside my father [in Vienna] and to rest there until the
Jewish people takes my body up to the Land of Israel [...]"]
(Adapted from Al Hamishmar, 31/7/1949)

What is the similarity between Herzl's request and the oath that Yosef made the

Israclites take? (4 points)

/continued on page 5/
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5. Read mmw, Chapter 5, verses n”-'x. (Note: The verses may be divided differently in different

editions of the Tanach.)

N.

3.

(1) Give one of the Ten Commandments that address the relationship between man
and God [0m>NY D7 1], and explain it. (4 points)
(2) List two of the Ten commandments that addresses the relationship between man and

his fellow man [y7an% oTx ya]. (4 points)

Read verses x”-'n, about the commandment dealing with Shabbat, from the words
WTPY Nawn DY DX 7991” until the words "nwTp» navn DY X N2 DY
Some say that this commandment includes two commandments: one commandment to
work [nax5nn n»wy], and one commandment to cease working [nox5nn npoan].
(1) Quote the words that describe the commandment to work, and explain them.

(3 points)
(2) Explain the reason given in these verses for the commandment to cease working.

(5 points)

Read verses n”>-y’v, from the words "n»pn nx oox3 oyn 92y until the words
"DIND DY IWN”.
(1) What do the people ask of Moshe, and what is the reason for this request?
(5 points)
(2) Explain Moshe's reply to the people's request. (3 points)

/continued on page 6/
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Part Three — Chosen Topics (28 points)

Answer two of the questions 6-10 (each question — 14 points).

Answer Item X — required (6 points), and one of the items »-1 (8 points).

The Return to Zion (y»s8 na’w)

6. Read mnm, Chapter 'n, verses 2”-'N.
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Answer Item X — required.
N. (1) What event is described in the passage above, and in what period of Jewish history
did it take place? (4 points)
(2) The names of several people are mentioned in verse 3.
Based on the passage above, explain what role they played in the event that is

described. (2 points)

Answer one of the items »-2.
3. Some say that the idea expressed in the passage above is that the Torah belongs to every
member of the Jewish people.
Bring two proofs from the text that support this opinion. Explain these proofs.
».  The event described in the passage above aroused great excitement among the people.
(1) Bring one proof from the text that supports this statement, and explain it.
(4 points)
(2) Inyour opinion, why did the event arouse such great excitement? Base your answer

on the text. (4 points)

/continued on page 8/
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Prophet and Prophecy
7.

Read nnv, Chapter n”5, verses »-'x.
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Answer Item X — required.

N. Read verses 'n-'~.
(1) What does Yirmiyahu prophesy, according to verses »-"a? (3 points)
(2) The officers of Yehudah are angry at Yirmiyahu's prophecy.

According to verse '7 what do the officers of Yehudah accuse Yirmiyahu of?

(3 points)
Answer one of the items »-1.
3. Read verses 'n-"7.
The officers ask the king to punish Yirmiyahu for his prophecy.
(1) What punishment do they demand that Yirmiyahu receive? (3 points)

(2) The king's response to the officers' request is evidence of the king's weakness.
Explain this statement. Base your answer on the text. (5 points)
»>.  Read verses »-1.
(1) Who saved Yirmiyahu from punishment? (3 points)
(2) The person who saved him acted out of pity. Bring one proof from the verses to

support this statement, and explain this proof. (5 points)

/continued on page 10/
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Law and Society

8.

Read o437, Chapter y’v, verses X”-'N.
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Answer Item X — required.

N.

Read verses h-'x.

(1) Explain the commandment in verses '2-'N.

(4 points)

(2) According to verse "7, what reward is promised to the people if they observe this

commandment?

Answer one of the items »>-1.

a.

(2 points)

Verse 'v describes a fear that people may behave in an undesirable manner.

(eY)
(2

1)

(2

What undesirable behavior is being referred to?

(4 points)

According to verse ‘v, why are people likely to behave in this undesirable

manner?

(4 points)

Based on verses »-1, explain how the Lawgiver tries to make the people observe the

law of the sabbatical year [nv>nwin pn]. Base your answer on the text. (4 points)

In your opinion, why does the Lawgiver give a warning to anyone who does not
abide by this law?

(4 points).

/continued on page 11/
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Tehillim
9.

Read o*bnn, Chapter 5.
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Answer Item X — required.

N.

In this psalm a person in distress turns to God.

Bring one proof of the person's distress, and explain it.

Answer one of the items »-1.

3.

de

Explain two expectations that this person has of God. Base your answer on the text.

79222 DINY P22 DIWN N)TRY Swa)” (verse )

According to this verse, this person is certain that God will respond to his plea.

Explain this statement.

/continued on page 12/.
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Literature of Wisdom — Thoughts about Life [0 Yy £°91090 — 1195100 M990
10. Read a»x, Chapter "2, verses »-'N.
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Answer Item x — required.

N. According to what Satan says in verses 'n-"7, why did Iyov not curse God?

Answer one of the items »-1.
3. (1) awx, Chapter 'x, relates how Satan harmed Iyov. According to the passage from

Chapter ’a above, in what other way did Satan harm Iyov?

(4 points)

(2) Did this additional blow make Iyov curse God? Explain your answer, basing it on
the text. (4 points)

».  Read verses »-'v.

(1) What does Iyov's wife suggest that he do? (3 points)

(2) Explain why Iyov does not accept his wife's suggestion. Base your answer on the
text. (5 points)
ood Luck!
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