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Instructions to examinees

N. Duration of the exam: One and a half hours

1. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam consists of one part.

Each question — 25 points; (4x25) = 100 points

). Material that may be used during the exam:
A Hebrew-other language / other language-Hebrew
dictionary.

7. Special instructions:
Write brief, clear answers.

Base your answers on the sources you studied.

Write in the answer booklet only. Write "nvy»v” at top of each
draft page. If you use draft paper outside the answer booklet,
your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions

Answer four of the questions 1-5 (each question — 25 points).

1.

2.

N.

N.

a2

Rabbi Yehuda Halevi [97007], 291150 990, NWRI IDXND

According to Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, there are several differences between the way

the Jewish religion was formed and the way the other religions were formed.

List two differences. (12 points)

Rav Kook [mp 2”7x30]. 9N, ONIW 1 MNTRD 190109

(1) According to Rav Kook, why does the Jewish people need a state?
Explain your answer.

(2) Inyour opinion, is the State of Israel of today actualizing Rav Kook's vision?
Explain your answer using an example of your own.

(13 points)

Rav Saadia Gaon [)"01], my7) DN, 1nTpn

1)

(2)

A student at a religious high school discussed faith-related topics [N »»y] with
her cousin, who does not believe in G-d. These discussions gave rise to doubts in
the student's mind regarding her faith.

Rav Saadia Gaon notes two reasons for studying faith-related topics.

In your opinion, which reason applies in the case described above? Explain your
answer.

What other reason does Rav Saadia Gaon give for studying faith-related topics?

(13 points)
Rabbi Nahman of Breslav [2507a0 y9n) 237], 1799 2029

(1) According to Rabbi Nachman of Breslav, what is the right way to achieve the
ultimate goal and perfection, and what is the wrong way? Explain your answer.

(2) Which way do you identify with? Explain your answer.

(12 points)

/continued on page 3/
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3. . Rav Moshe Haim Luzzatto (Ramhal) [5”nn1], 02w 0900, 1nTpn

(1) According to Ramhal, why do intelligent people spend more time studying nature,

geometry and Jewish law, and less on studying the fear and love of G-d, and
devotion to G-d ['na mpaTm nanxn,nxPN]?

(2) Rambhal quotes the following verses:
7N DR PAN IR, MYOND DL G0 Mwpan oX” ['If you seek it like silver, and
hunt for it like treasures, then you will understand the fear of the Lord'].
Explain the verses. What does Ramhal prove from these verses?

(12 points)

3. Rav Dessler, y5xn anan

Rav Dessler wrote that "n»oxn nnsn Dypa 077 won P’ ['There are five ways to fulfill

the commandment of faith’].

Explain three of these ways. (13 points)

4. ~. Rabbi Yehuda Halevi [5”171]. %91150 990, swo5ow 90x0
Based on Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, explain the similarity between prayer and rain falling
onto the earth. (12 points)
3. Rav Soloveitchik [pr»ao 290]. 9173717 H1p
(1) According to Rav Soloveitchik, Iyov [21»x] needed to correct two aspects of his

trait of kindness [7onn n7n], as a result of the suffering he endured.

Give one of these aspects.
(2) What act did Iyov perform to correct his trait of kindness? Explain your answer.
(13 points)

5. ~. Rabbeinu Behaye, maabn mamn. inipn

(1) Explain what mitzvot sichliot [nv55w msn] are and what mitzvot shimiot
[mvyny mnsn] are.

(2) Rabbeinu Behaye proves by means of logic [52wn >0 y] that there are duties of the
heart. Give one proof.

(12 points)

3. Rav Kook [pip 2™x1n], 97890 MmN

"HNIY NYYTR DN TN DY DI DIy D127 »Y” ['There are two main features that

together form the holiness of Israel']

(1) Write what these two features are, and explain each of them.

(2) The Sages used the image of a donkey to describe the time of the Redemption
("rmwn Sy ymnn”).
According to Rav Kook, what is the connection between the image of a donkey and

both of the features you noted in Sub-item (1)?
(13 points)

Good Luck! ImnYsnis
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