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Instructions to examinees

N. Duration of the exam: One and a half hours

1. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam consists of one part.

Each question — 25 points; (4x25) = 100 points

). Material that may be used during the exam:
A Hebrew-other language/other language-Hebrew
dictionary.

7. Special instructions:
Write brief, clear answers.

Base your answers on the sources you studied.

Write in the answer booklet only. Write ”nvy»v” at the top of

each draft page. If you use draft paper that is not in the answer

booklet, your exam may be disqualified.

Good Luck!
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Questions

Answer four of the questions 1-5 (each question — 25 points).

1. ~. Rabbeinu Behaye, m3351 mamnb nnTpn
(1) Rabbeinu Behaye discusses three types of commandments: rational mitzvot

[Dvoow Tisn], mitzvot of obedience [nyynw mxn], and mitzvot that are duties
of the heart [maadn mawnaw mnsn].
Give one example of each of these three types of commandments, either an
example given by Rabbeinu Behaye or your own example.

(2) Rabbeinu Behaye wrote the allegory of "The Servant and Counting the Money"
["ymnn nooy 7ayn”]: What is the allegory and what does it refer to [Swmin]?

(13 points)

2.  Rav Dessler, 1981 anon

(1) What would Rav Dessler say to a student who claims that he has difficulty in
praying with sincere feeling?

(2) Explain what the two ways of reflection that lead to faith are, according to
Rav Dessler.

(12 points)

2. N Chazon Ish, pynvay namx
According to the Chazon Ish, does the sentence "It'll all work out" [”2y0 7>1>”] indicate
faith [pnv>a] in G-d? Explain your answer. (12 points)

2. Rav Kook, 9”890 910N, 07PN NIvN

(1) Name and explain the two things that create the holiness of Israel [>x> nenTp],
according to Rav Kook.

(2) According to Rav Kook, how can the rabbis ("mwain np5”) be encouraged, if
they are unsuccessful in making those who are distant (from Torah) do teshuva?

(13 points)

3. N. Rav Yosef Haim of Baghdad (">n vwx)an”), *n wx 130 '5wn

(1) Why is the Torah referred to as a mother and not a father?

(2) In your opinion, what is the disadvantage of proving the existence of G-d
via the intellect ("5own nywin”)?

(13 points)

3. Rav Shimon Shkop, 3wy *yw 1905 7n7pn
Explain what Rav Shkop learned from the sentence: "X iy »xyY HNRWN Y 5 Y 2N PN DX”
["If I am not for myself, who will be for me? But if [ am only for myself, who am 1?"].
(12 points)

/continued on page 3/



21X ,038184'D1N ,L"YWN VP ONIV NAVWNN 3.

Jewish Thought, Summer 2019, No. 038184

4.

S.

N.  Rambam, y2'n nN
Rambam explains that the revelation at Mount Sinai is "a pillar around which faith
revolves" ["yYy N1210 nmxIY Tny”].
Explain why the revelation at Mount Sinai strengthens faith. (12 points)
3.  Ha'Admor Rav Shalom Ber Schneersohn, o’mxnn 990
(1) Explain the difference between an artisan creating a vessel and the creation of the
world.
(2) What does Rav Schneersohn learn from this difference about G-d's Providence
[’n nnawn]?
(13 points)
N, Rav Yehudah Halevi [5”77], %9150 990, nwX1 10NN
Why did the "Haver" ["7an”n] begin by saying that he believes in G-d who brought the
Children of Israel out of Egypt, and did not say that he believes in G-d who created
the world? (13 points)
3. Rav Soloveitchik, po17 5717 9p
"TrY37 IynTHN 1Ny yan 7on” ["Loving-kindness demands more than a momentary tear."]
Describe the trait of loving-kindness according to Rav Soloveitchik. (12 points)
. Good Luck! ImnYsnia
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