State of Israel
Ministry of Education
Exam type: Bagrut

Exam date: Winter 2019
Exam number: 1284
English translation (3)

Tanach
For Olim

Instructions to examinees

~. Duration of exam: Two and a half hours

2. Exam structure and breakdown of points:
This exam consists of two parts.

Part One — (2x20) — 40 points
Part Two — (3x20) — 60 points
Total — 100 points

>. Material that may be used during the exam:
A full Hebrew Tanach, without any commentary or
additions.
You may use a translated Tanach.
You may use a Tanach with maps.
You may use a Hebrew-other language /
other language-Hebrew dictionary.

7. Special instructions:
(1) Do not copy the question, but do write the number
of the question you are answering.
(2) Stay on topic. Pay attention to your handwriting,
spelling and punctuation.

Note: In the passages photocopied from the Tanach,
the name of God is written as: "n.

Write only in the answer booklet. Use separate pages for
everything you want to use as draft material (outlines,
calculations, etc.). Write "no»v" at the top of each draft page.
If you write draft material outside the answer booklet,

your exam may be disqualified!

Good Luck!
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Questions
Part One — Beginnings (40 points)

Answer two of the questions 1-3 (each question — 20 points).

1. Read mwn9a./x, 3-19.

3.
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In the passage above, the expression ”Dn>X K" recurs.
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Explain what role the recurrence of this expression plays in the

description of Creation.

(5 points)

Give another expression (of one or more words) that recurs in the passage,
and explain the role of this expression in the description of Creation.

Read verses 14-18 above.

(5 points)

In the ancient East, the sun, moon and stars were perceived as gods.
Bring two proofs from these verses that refute this notion, and explain each of these

proofs.

(10 points)

/continued on page 3/
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2.

Read mwxaa, vy, 15-27.
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NX. Read verses 15-20 in the passage above.
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What do the brothers plan to do to Yosef, and why? Base your answer on these

verses.

3. Read verse 22 and verses 26-27 in the passage above.

Reuven and Yehuda oppose the brothers' plan.

1

(2

(4 points)

Explain their moral reasoning and the suggestion that Yehuda made.

Base your answer on the text.

(10 points)

In your opinion, why did the brothers adopt Yehuda's suggestion? Base your

answer on one proof from the text.

(6 points)

/continued on page 4/
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3.

Read mmw, 77>, 15-31.
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Read verses 17-18 above. According to these verses, Pharaoh and his men pursued
the Israelites.

1)

(2)

Now read mmnv, 'x, 8-14.
Based on these verses, give one possible reason for Pharaoh's pursuit of the
Israelites as they fled from Egypt.

Some opinions hold that Pharaoh did not pursue the Israelites of his own
free will.
Explain this opinion, and find one statement in the text that supports it.

(6 points)

(6 points)

Read verses 24-31 above. As a result of the miracle of the splitting of the Red Sea,
what conclusion did the Israelites come to, and what conclusion did the Egyptians
come to? Base your answer on the text.

(8 points)

/continued on page 5/
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Part Two — A People and its Land (60 points)

Answer three of the questions 4-7 (each question — 20 points).

4.

Read x5xmw, "o, 1-12.
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In the passage above, Shmuel [>xmw] comes to Bet Lehem [pn5 n°a] to crown one of

Yishai's [>v»] sons as the new king of Israel.

(1) Why did Shmuel consider Eliav [ax°5x], the son of Yishai, a suitable choice for
king? Base your answer on the text.

(2) 72255 Y M DYYY IR DTRN Y (verse 7).

According to this verse, God and man evaluate people in different ways.

What is the difference between these two ways? Explain your answer. (8 points)
Read verse 11 above.
Yishai's reply to Shmuel indicates that Yishai thought that David was not suitable to be
chosen as king. Bring two proofs for this statement from the text, and explain your

N.

answer.

(6 points)

(6 points)

/continued on page 6/
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5. Read N3, 17, 21-24; 26-30.
NDOYD, 2, 21-24
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N. Read verses 21-24 above.
(1) What did Rehavam [pyan1] try to achieve by means of the action described in
verse 217 Base your answer on the text. (4 points)
(2) What criticism is levelled at Rehavam's action? Explain and base your answer on
the text. (6 points)
3. Read verses 26-30 above.
(1) What turn of events did Yarovam [pya7] fear, and what did he do to prevent this?
Base your answer on the text. (6 points)
(2) What criticism is levelled at Yarovam's action? Explain and base your answer on

the text. (4 points)

/continued on page 7/
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6. Read 2 o>abn, v, 24-33.
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0)) Explain what phenomenon faced the new inhabitants whom the king of

Ashur [mwx] brought to Shomron [pmv].

(6 points)

?2) How did the new inhabitants explain this phenomenon, and what did they

do to contend with it?

(6 points)

According to verses 32-33, the new inhabitants were not serving God correctly.

Explain this statement, and find support for it in the text.

(8 points)

/continued on page 8/
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7.

Read x1ty, '~, 1-7.
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In what (civil) year was the declaration of Koresh [wm5 n9n¥n] made? (2 points)

(2) Bring two proofs from the text above to show that the declaration of Koresh was an

act of good will toward the exiles from Yehuda, and explain these proofs. (8 points)

Verses 6-7 mention "vessels" [D>55] that the exiles returning to Zion [y»¥ >av] received

before leaving for Yehuda.

1)

(2)

Good Luck!

All rights reserved by the State of Israel.
It is forbidden to copy or disseminate any part of this
document without permission from the Ministry of Education.

Who gave the silver vessels mentioned in verse 6, and for what purpose were they

(5 points)

The return of the vessels described in verse 7 is connected with an event described

in 3 o5%n, 1”5, 13-17. Explain this statement, based on the two passages. (5 points)
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